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COUNT  S  TO  L  BE  R  G, 


LETTER  LXIV. 

Naples,  21ft  February  1792* 

T  H  E  royal  palace  of  Capo  di  Monte 
is  built  oh  a  height*  very  near  to  the  city,  and 
on  the  north  fide*  The  architect  did  not 
difcover  that  the  foundation  on  which  it  flood 
Was  hollow,  till  it  was  firiifhed  ;  and  this  foun- 
dation, which  was  rectified  after  it  was  built* 
coft  more  than  the  grand  building  itfelf.  It 
was  intended  as  the  refidence  of  the  King  % 
and  it  is  vifited  for  the  fake  of  the  gallery; 

This  gallery  contains  many  pictures :  but j 
were  thofe  only  preferved  which  are  really 
beautiful,  the  very  numerous  collection,  con- 

Vol.  m.  B  ,  fitting 


TRAVELS  OF 


fitting  of  fifteen  hundred,  would  be  reduced  to 

one  hundred.  Heliod  fays,  Nihtici  bjc  tvao-ip  oo-co 
7r?v€ci>  riuio-v  TretvTQfi  ct  Too  few  know  how 
"  much  more  the  half  is  than  the  whole." 

Were  this  maxim  applied  to  mo  ft  galleries, ' 
we  mould  frequently  difcover  that  the  tenth, 
inftead  of  the  half,  nay  the  twentieth  part,, 
is  more  than  the  whole ;  particularly  in  many 
of  the  galleries  of  Germany. 

I  thought  the  following  pictures  remarkably 
beautiful. 

A  Holy  Family;  by  Raphael.  There  is 
one  which  much  refembles  it  in  the  Vatican 
gallery,  and  which  is  affirmed  to  be  the  ori- 
ginal.- I  fuppoie  it  is  fo  :  but  they  are  fo  very 
like  each  other  that,  if  the  picture  here  be  a 
copy,  Raphael  himfelf  muft  have  had  fome 
concern  in  it. 

A  Magdalen  ;  by  Guercino. 

The  portrait  of  a  Monk*  by  Leonardo  da 
Vinci. 

Sketches ;  by  Michael  Angelo :  for  his 
great  picture  of  the  Laft  Judgment,  in  the 
chapel  of  Pope  Sixtus  in.  Rome.  Thefe  fine, 
iketchcs  are  in  excellent  prefervation. 

A  portrait  of  Pope  Paul  the  Third ;  by 
Titian, 

The 
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The  fame  Pope,  between  two  of  his  ne- 
phews, and  one  of  his  natural  fons,  whdm  he 
made  Duke  of  Parma,  at  a  little  diftance.  He 
is  painted  as  inftru&ing  them  in  the  fecrets  of 
the  politics  of  Rome.  The  pi&ure  is  excel- 
lent, and  was  painted  by  Titian ;  not  without 
fome  fatirical  ideas. 

The  famous  Danae  of  Titian  is,  beyond 
comparifon,  the  moft  beautiful  picture  that 
I  have  feen  of  this  mailer.  The  point  of  time 
chofen  is  the  defcent  of  the  fhowel  of  gold. 
Cupid  {lands  apartf teftifyittg  amazement  and 
anger  ;  and  he  appears  as  much  furprifed  by 
this  new  difcovery  as  he  is  difpleafed. 

There  are  feveral  excellent  pi&ures  here^ 
by  Schidone :  among  others,  a  young  woman 
diftributing  bread  to  beggars,  wTith  a  beautiful 
boy  {landing  by  her  fide. 

There  is  likewife  a  lovely  little  girl,  fitting 
at  fchool  with  a  book  in  her  hand,  by  the 
fame  painter. 

In  one  apartment  there  are  numerous  vafes, 
which  are  called  Etrufcan,  but  fhould  be  called 
Greek  ;  for  they  were  found  in  tombs  that 
were  in  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  Sicily.  Thofe 
of  Sicily  are  frequently  the  moft  beautiful  *. 

I  reraem- 

*  Many  were  found  at  Nola    for  which  reafon  it  ha* 
B  2  been 
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I  remember  fome where  to  have  read  that 
fimilar  vafes  were  found  by  the  foldiers  of 
Ca^far,  and  fold  in  Rome  at  a  high  price.  Sir 
William  Hamilton,  the  Englifn  nmbaffadorat 
Naples,  pofTefTes  a  large  collection  of  fuch 
vafes.  The  figures  with  which  they  are  orna- 
mented have  been  drawn  by  Mr.  ^tifchbein  ; 
a  painter,  who  lives  in  Naples  :  engravings 
from  which  will  foon  be  published.  The  firft 
part  is  already  engraved  :  but  the  explanations 
which  are  neceflary  to  the  work  are  not  yet 
completed. 

All  the  figures  on  thefe  vafes  relate  either  to 
the  gods  or  heroes.  Mcft  of  them  are  merely 
outlines :  but  they  are  drawn  with  great  free- 
dom* It  appears  to  me  exceedingly  probable 
that  they  are  imitations  after  great  pi&ures. 
The  publication  of  them,  and  the  comparing 
them  with  bafii  relievi  on  farcophagi  and  mar- 
ble vafes,  with  coins,  cameos,  and  intaglios, 

been  difputed  whether  Nola  was  of  Greek  or  Etrufcari 
origin.  This  town  lies  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues 
from  Naples.  My  friend,  the  Marchcfe  Rangoni,  from 
Modena,  has  fent  me  drawings  taken  from  vafes,  the  in- 
fcriptions  under  which  are  not  in  the  Greek  but  the  Etruf- 
can  language.  The  Etrufcans  had  fuch  vafes;  but  no 
figures  drawn  upon  them,  as  on  the  Greek  vafes:  they 
had  only  inferiptions.  Should  any  man  of  learning  wifh 
to  examine  thefe  drawings,  I  will  gladly  afford  every 
communication  in  my  power. 

as 
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as  well  as  with  ftatues,  may  throw  ryDt  only 
much  light  on  antient  art  but  on  many  paf- 
fages  in  the  antient  poets.  They  will  pro- 
bably fpeak  for  the  fpeechlefs  marble.  The 
forms  of  thefe  Greek  vafes  are  very  various, 
lovely,  and  noble. 

The  collection  of  antient  gems,  both  cameos 
and  intaglios,  is  conhderable.  Among  the 
firft,  I  faw  one  which  proves  that  cock  fight- 
ing was  an  amufement  of  the  antients  as  well 
as  the  moderns.  By  the  fide  of  a  cock,  which 
evidently  is  fwelling  with  conqueft,  a  Genius 
ftands,  holding  the  palm  of  victory.  A  difTa- 
tisfied  Genius  ftands  befide  the  conquered 
animal. 

A  cup  of  oriental  onyx  is  very  beautiful. 
Within,  the  onyx  is  wrought  in  cameo  ;  and, 
without,  it  reprefents  the  apotheofis  of  Alex- 
ander. It  is  round,  is  eight  inches  in  diame- 
ter, and  more  than  an  inch  thick  ;  and,  on  the 
bottom  part,  there  is  the  head  of  Medufa. 

The  fmall  gems  are  kept  and  mewed  in 
glafs  cafes:  no  juft  eftimate  can  therefore  be 
formed  of  them  ;  particularly  of  the  intaglios, 
to  difcover  the  beauties  of  which  they  mull 
be  held  againft  the  light. 

B  3  Two 
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Two  large  baffi  relievi  are  remarkable,  be- 
caufe  of  the  fubjed  that  they  reprefent. 

One  of  them  is  a  Venus,  perfuading  Helen 
to  elope  with  Paris.  The  beautiful  wife  of 
Menelaus  fits  befide  the  Goddefs,  under  an 
image  of  Peitho,  or  Stiada^  the  Goddefs  of  per- 
fuafion  ;  and  oppofite  to  her  Paris  ftands,  Cu- 
pid taking  him  by  the  hand. 

On  the  other  baffo  relievo,  we  fee  Orpheus 
and  Eurydice,  at  the  unfortunate  moment 
when  he  forgot  his  promife  toProferpine,  and 
looked  round  at  his  beloved  wife.  Mercury, 
whofe  office  it  is  to  conduct  departed  fpirits, 
inftantly  is  feizing  her  by  the  hand. 

This  collection  is  very  rich  in  antient  coins, 
of  brafs,  filyer,  and  gold.  Among  the  Greek 
coins,  as  well  thofe  of  the  mother  countries 
as  of  the  Greek  towns,  in  Italy  and  Sicily, 
there  are  many  of  great  beauty.  The  col- 
lection of  Roman  coins  is  likewife  great. 

Sir  William  Hamilton  has  prefented  this 
gallery  with  many  of  the  arms,  drelTes,  houfe- 
hold  implements,  and  a  flute,  that  were  brought 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Otaheite,  and  New 
Zealand. 

With  refpect  to  its  churches,  Naples  can 

bear 
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bear  no  competition  with  moft  of  the  gr^at 
cities  of  Italy.  Thole  of  this  city  are  nci, aer 
of  noble  architecture  nor  are  they  rich  ia 
paintings. 

In  the  church  called  San  Bomcnlco  Maggiorc 
is  a  fine  picture,  by  an  antient  painter ;  Fra 
Bartolomeo,  a  monk.  The  child  Jefus  is  on 
the  lap  of  the  Virgin ;  he  carefTes  the  little 
John,  and  Elizabeth  is  {landing  behind  the 
Baptift.  This  picture  poffefles  much  dignity 
and  tendernefs,  though  it  has  fufFered  by  time  : 
but  perhaps  nothing  is  wanting,  except  a  coat- 
ing of  varnifh,  to  produce  all  the  beauties  of 
which  it  is  fufceptible. 

In  the  fame  church  there  is  an  Annuncia- 
tion ;  by  Titian.  Although  the  picture  has 
teen  injured  by  a  modern  hand,  you  never- 
thelefs  difcover  the  great  painter. 

The  church  of  the  Theatines,  dedicated  to 
St.  Paul,  Hands  now  where  formerly  a  temple 
of  Caftor  and  Pollux  flood.  Two  great  Corin- 
thian pillars  of  white  marble,  which  are  fplit, 
ftill  Hand  before  the  portico  of  the  temple ; 
and  the  trunks  of  the  ftatues  of  the  two  heroes 
are  walled,  horizontally,  in  niches. 

The  principal  church  is  dedicated  to  St, 
Januarius,  and  may  more  properly  be  called 

B  4  magnificent 
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magnificent  than  beautiful :  or  rather  it  has 
no  pretentions  to  beauty.  Thetreafury  is  well 
ftored  with  church  effects,  and  relics.  Here, 
in  a  glafs  bottle,  a  red  mafs  is  preferved  that 
is  affirmed  to  be  the  blood  of  the  Saint,  but 
which  I  have  not  feen.  People  affert  that 
this  mafs  twice  a  year,  the  bottle  being  handled 
by  the  Archbifhop,  by  the  aid  of  a  miracle 
becomes  fluid.  Perhaps,  it  is  fo  compofed  as 
to  become  fluid  by  the  natural  warmth  of  the 
hand.  I  mull  therefore  fuppofe  that  the 
Archbifhops  themfelves  believe  in  the  miracle. 
So  long  a  fucceflion  of  Archbifhops,  among 
whom  there  have  frequently  been  very  wor- 
thy men,  cannot,  with  wifdom  and  juftice,  be 
iuppofed  to  be  all  impoftors. 

On  thofe  days  when  the  vial  is  exhibited 
the  people  are  in  eager  expectation  of  the 
miracle;  and,  if  it  be  not  as  fluid  as  ufual, 
or  but  partially  fluid,  their  anger  is  vented 
againft  the  Saint. 

The  cupola  of  this  church  is  painted  by 
J^anfranc  ;  and  the  four  angles  by  the  great 
Dominichino,  In  this  church,  there  is  a  beau- 
tiful picture  by  Ribera,  a  Spanifh  painter, 
whom  I  have  often  mentioned  to  you  under 
his  pio.re  common  name  of  Spagnuolo.  The 

fubjecl; 
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fubjeft  Is  the  body  of  Chrift,  furrounded  by 
the  holy  women. 

Formerly  there  flood  the  coloffal  ftatue  of 
p.  horfe  in  bronze  before  this  dome,  which  it 
was  fuppofed  was  capable  of  working  mira- 
cles ;  and  round  which  the  Neapolitans  ufed 
to  lead  their  horfes,  when  they  were  difeafed. 
I  do  not  know  whether  this  horfe,  and  the 
abfurd  belief  concerning  it,  were  or  were  not 
of  Pagan  times :  but  the  horfe  was  removed 
by  an  Archbimop  ;  and  a  bell  was  made  of  the 
metal,  which  now  hangs  in  the  dome.  The 
miraculous  power,  however,  was  not  demo- 
lished with  the  horfe.    The  zealous  prelate 
beftowed  it  on  fome  monks  of  the  order  of 
St.  Anthony,  who  acquired  the  gift  of  healing 
fick  cattle ;  and  now  to  them,  as  formerly  to 
the  ftatue,  difeafed  horfes,  cows,  mules,  afles, 
and  other  animals  are  brought ;  and  the  peo- 
ple believe  that  their  benedi&ion  is  as  effica- 
cious now  as  hollow  brafs  ufed  to  be  in  days 
of  yore.    The  head  of  the  horfe  is  in  the  pa- 
lace of  the  Prince  Colubrano. 

The  univerfity,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  was 
built  by  order  of  Philip  the  Fourth.  It  con- 
tains the  antique  cololTal  ftatue  of  Hercules ; 
jyMch  is  fo  celebrated,  under  the  name  of  the 

Farnefe 
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Farnefe  Hercules.  It  is  the  work  of  Glycon, 
the  Athenian.  May  it  ever  continue,  as  it  is, 
the  aftonifliment  of  art !  Well  may  all  who 
fee  it  wonder  at  the  juftnefs  of  the  fymmetry, 
and  the  powerful  fwell  of  the  mufcles. 

In  this  ftatue,  I  perfectly  perceive  the 
ftrongeft  expreffion  of  bodily  power ;  but  not 
of  that  bodily  alertnefs,  which  always  accom- 
panies true  agility  :  and,  without  agility,  I  can- 
not figure  to  myfeif  a  Hercules.  Fable  relates 
of  Glycon  that,  looking  at  a  ftatue  of  the 
effeminate  unmanly  Adonis,  he  had  exclaim- 
ed, I  can  here  fee  nothing  godlike.  This  ftatue 
appears  to  me  to  have  fallen  into  the  oppofite 
error.  The  fon  of  Alcmene  would  not  have 
recognized  himfelf  in  it,  though  he  muft  have 
difcovered  fomething  of  the  God.  Fable  gives 
him  Kebe,  the  Goddefs  of  Youth,  as  a  bride : 
meaning  by  it  that  this  was  the  union  of  heroic 
power  with  youthful  charms,  and  the  law  is 
juft  which  makes  ftrength  the  bridegroom  of 
beauty. 

Haller  tells  us  that  a  beautiful  body  is  the 
habitation  of  a  beautiful  foul ;  and  fuch  would 
have  been  the  ideal  Hercules  of  the  beft  times 
of  Greek  fculpture.  Excefs  is  the  fign  of  the 
decline  of  art, 

Here 
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Here  is  likewife  a  beautiful  coloflal  ftatue 
'  of  Flora ;  which,  as  I  hear,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
the  work  of  the  great  fculptor  Policletus  of 
Sicyon :  but  I  am  unacquainted  with  any 
God :lefs,  among  the  Greeks,  that  was  the 
fame  as  hat  which  the  Romans  worfhipped 
bv  the  name  of  Flora. 

Pan,  instructing  the  youthful  Apollo  to 
play  on  the  flute,  is  a  fine  antique  group. 

The  King  intends  to  make  this  building 
his  mufeum  ;  and  here  all  the  beauties  of  na- 
ture and  art,  which  are  at  prefent  Scattered, 
though  the  greateft  part  of  them  are  in  Capo 
di  Monte  and  in  Portici,  are  to  be  collected. 

Many  beautiful  antiques  are  at  prefent  ir* 
the  manufacture  of  porcelain:  among  others, 
the  following. 

Two  Slaves,  the  heads  and  hands  of  which 
are  of  black  bafaltes,  and  their  draperies  and 
Phrygian^  bonnets  are  of  variegated  African 
marble.  They  are  both  of  the  fame  fize,  both 
are  in  the  aft  of  rifing,  kneeling  on  one  knee, 
and  both  bear  fomething  on  the  head,  which 
feems  intended  to  alfift  them  in  carrying  bur- 
thens. 

Probably,  thefe  two  ftatues  were  intended 
to  fupport  the  lintel  of  a  door*    Male  ftatues 

of 
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of  this  kind  were  called,  by  the  antients,  Tela- 
vio?ics;  and  the  female,  which  were  deftined 
to  the  fame  ufes,  Caryatides. 

An  Agrippina,  fitting.  The  chair  is  fup- 
ported  by  a  llrong  pillar ;  and  probably  the 
antients  had  chairs  which  were  placed  upon 
fimilar  pillars.  Such  indeed  are  ftlll  occa- 
fionally  found  in  Italy. 

A  beautiful  head,  which  is  called  a  MlthrU 
dates,  but  which  I  rather  fuppofe  to  be  an  In- 
dian Bacchus. 

A  Venus,  of  that  kind  which  the  antients 
called  xetAhiTvyoSi  and  which  is  very  excellent. 
The  head  and  breaft  are  by  a  modern  artift : 
but  the  additions  however  are  better  than  we 
generally  find, 

A  bronze  ftatue,  of  Mercury,  of  extraordi-^ 
nary  beauty.  Thus  muft  the  meffenger  of 
the  Gods  have  been  formed.  Thus  hand- 
fome,  thus  artful,  muft  the  fly  knave  have 
been,  of  whom  Homer  has  given  us  a  defcrip- 
tion,  in  his  hymn. 

A  celoiTal  head  of  Vitellius,  which  is  a 
mafter  piece  of  phyfiognomy.  His  volup- 
tuous, little,  laughing,  bald  head  inclines  for- 
ward, upon  his  fat  neck,  with  a  kind  of  fmile, 
that  neither  could  denote  goqd  to  himfelf  nor 

others. 
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others.  His  mouth,  though  it  grins,  is  half 
clofed.  Impotent  fufpicion  peeps  out  of  hol- 
low laughing  eyes.  So  muft  the  man  himfelf 
have  looked,  and  fo  muft  he  have  looked  at 
others,  when,  by  his  courtly  arts,  he  knew  how 
to  preferve  himfelf  in  the  days  of  Caligula, 
Claudius,  and  Nero.  Such  was  the  man  who 
perhaps  was  too  weak  to  refufe  a  requeft,  but 
who  was  cruel  and  wicked  enough  to  prefent 
a  cup  of  poifon  to  one  whom  he  called  his 
friend,  under  the  treacherous  pretext  that  it 
was  a  cooling  draught,  to  relieve  his  fever. 
This  head  did  not  hang  fo  far  forward,  when 
the  half  naked  Vitellius  was  dragged  through 
the  city  with  a  dagger  held  under  his  chin, 
before  he  was  put  to  death,  and  the  corpulent 
body  hauled  by  a  hook  through  the  Tiber. 

Dignity,  force,  integrity,  courage,  and  be- 
nevolence, beam  from  the  head  of  a  Marcus 
Junius  Brutus.  Thus  tempered,  thus  har- 
monious, muft  his  countenance  have  been  : 
fo  that  the  eyes  of  men,  who  knew  not  how 
to  honour  and  love  his  actions,  when  they 
beheld  it,  could  not  but  be  charmed.  You 
who  can  run  and  write,  and  you  who  can 
run  and  read,  behold  with  how  lirm  and  free 
a  hand  nature  delineates  her  favourites ! 

The 
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The  great  mafter,  who  out  of  marble  knew 
to  figure  to  himfelf  a  Homer,  was  acquainted 
with  the  features,  could  trace  the  form,  and 
imagine  the  foul  of  the  poet.  I  fpeak  of  the 
famous  Farnefe  head  of  Homer.  Mild  bene- 
volence, heroic  force,  the  very  inebriety  of 
love  and  dignified  wifdom,  mingle  together  iri 
the  harmonifed  countenance  of  the  immortal 
Ionic  fongfter. 


LETTER  LXV. 

Naples*  25th  February  179?. 

Not  fufficiently  fatisfied  with  our 
journey  on  the  15th  toPozzuoli,  Baiae,  Cums^ 
and  the  places  before  mentioned,  in  which 
we  had  left  many  objects  unnoticed,  we  deter- 
mined once  more  to  revifit  them. 

We  fet  off  early,  and  paffed  through  P02- 
zuoli  to  Solfatara :  which  is  the  name  of  a 
plain  that  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the  city,  is  tolera- 
bly elevated,  and  furroimded  by  hills  thai 
connect  with  each  other. 

There 
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There  is  no  doubt  but  there  was  formerly  a 
volcano  here.  The  ground  is  ftill  entirely 
volcanic  :  a  hot  fmoke  afcends  out  of  nume- 
rous cavities,  that  are  to'  be  found  both  on 
the  plain  and  the  furrounding  hills.  The 
places  where  thefe  vapours  rile  are  in  part 
fulphurous,  in  part  abound  in  alum,  and  in 
part  with  vitriol :  which  three  materials  appear 
to  be  engendered  where  the  fmoke  afcends. 
The  fulphur  predominates,  and  fills  the  whole 
place  with  its  powerful  ftench. 

A  little  building  has  been  erefted,  which 
forms  a  kind  of  alembic ;  from  which  the 
fmoke  defcends  in  water,  and  which,  like  our 
fulphurous  fprings,  is  beneficial  in  many  dif- 
eafes :  particularly  the  rheumatifm.  The 
fmoke  rifing  from  many  of  the  cavities  is 
even  poffefled  of  this  virtue. 

The  ground  isfo  hollow  that  a  large  ftone, 
let  fall  through  a  hole  not  more  than  a  foot 
deep,  occafions  a  found  that  rumbles  along 
through  a  confiderable  fpace.  It  is  probable 
that  the  humid  fituation  of  the  hollow  earth, 
confumed  by  inward  fires,  may  in  time  make 
a  lake  of  this  plain  ;  which  has  formerly  been 
a  volcano.  Such  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
the  antitnt  hiftory  of  the  lake  of  Avernus, 
6  the 
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the  lake  of  Albanus,  the  mirror  of  Diana  near 
Nemi,  and  of  others.  I  have  frequently,  while 
travelling  in  Switzerland,  and  particularly  in 
Italy,  regretted  my  ignorance  of  natural  hifto* 
ry.  Nature  here  may  be  feen  in  her  labora- 
tory.  Uninformed  as  I  am,  it  ftiil  was  very 
interefting  to  me  to  remark  the  cryftallized 
flower  of  fulphur,  alum,  and  vitriol,  which 
£he  elfewhere  produces  in  her  fecret  cham- 
bers, here  as  it  may  be  faid  wrought  in  open 
day  by  her  own  hand. 

The  earth  of  the  plain  chiefly  confifts  of  a 
kind  of  clay.  There  are  many  (lumps  of 
ckefnut  trees  here,  which  the  people  in  thefe 
environs  will  not  fuffer  to  grow,  but  hew 
them  down  from  time  to  time.  Whether  they 
fear  that  their  growth  will  change  the.  nature 
of  the  place,  and  the  profits  they  derive  from 
fulphur,  alum,  and  vitriol  be  thereby  in- 
jured, or  whether  this  fear  have  any  good 
foundation,  is  more  than  I  know  :  but  chei~- 
nut  trees  appear  to  delight  in  volcanic  diftri&s,' 
Monte  Nuovp  is  covered  with  them  ;  and 
prodigious  trees  of  this  fpecies  are  known  to 
inhabit  the  lower  region  of  iEtna. 

This  mull  have  been  the  field  of  battle, 
between  Hercules  and  the  Giants.    The  an- 

tients 
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tfents  called  thefe  places  the  Campi  Phlegr<zi, 
or  the  burning  plains  ;  and  Solfatara  they 
named  the  Forum  of  Vulcan. 1 

We  faw  the  immenfe  ruins  of  the  antient 
amphitheatre,  at  Pozzuoli ;  which,  as  far  as  I 
could  meafure  them  with  my  eye,  fcarcely 
feemed  lefs  than  thofe  of  Capua.  Here  like- 
wife  there  are  the  remains  of  therms. 

From  this,  we  proceeded  to  the  Lucrine 
lake,  which  muft  have  fuffered  much  by  the 
great  revolution's  that  have  happened  in  the 
globe.  Suetonius  expreflly  tells  us  *  that  a 
haven  was  constructed  here,  under  ^uguftus, 
by  admitting  the  fea  into  the  Lucrine  lake, 
•and  through  this  into  the  lake  of  Avernus. 
The  fmall  dam^  which  feparates  the  Lucrine 
lake  from  the  fed§  and  which  was  afcrioed  to 
Hercules,  is  even  at  prefent  cut  through : 
but  the  fand  df  the  fea  rills  up  this  canal. 

The  only  remaining  mark  of  the  union  be- 
tween thefe  lakes  is  that  ori  the  fide  of  the  Lu- 
crine lake:  the  high  mores  of  Avernus  are  cut 
through,  to  a  confiderable  breadth.  Auguftus 
probably  imagined  he  was  labouring  for  eter- 
nity, when  he,  or  rather  when  Agrippa,  caufed 
this  haven  to  be  built.    We  might  almoft 

-    *  In  Vita  Oa.  c.  16. 

Vol.  III.  C  affirm 
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affirm  that  Horace  had  a  foreknowledge  of 
the  fate  of  this  work.  In  .  his  epiftle  to  the 
Pifos,  fpeaking  of  the  changes  which  happen 
in  languages,  he  fays, 

Dehemur  morti  7iosy  nofrraque  :  five  recent  us 
Terra  Neptur.us  clajfes  Aquilonibus  arcety 
Regis  opus  ;  Jlerilifve  diu  palus,  aptaque  remis, 
Vicinas  urbet  a!it}  et  grave  fentit  aratrum  \ 
Seu  curfum  mutavtt  iniquum  frugibus  attmitm 
D  oft  us  iter  melius  ;  mart  alia  facia  peribunt  : 
Nedum  fermonum  Jfet  honos  et  gratia  vivax*. 

Hor.  Ars  Poet.  63  —  69, 

We  and  our  nobleft  works  to  fate  muft  yield, 
Even  Csefar's  mole,  which  royal  pride  might  build, 
Where  Neptune  far  into  the  land  extends, 
And  from  the  raging  North  our  fleets  defends  , 
That  barren  marfh,  whofe  cultivated  plain 
Now  gives  the  neighbouring  towns  its  various  grainy 
Tiber,  who  taught  a  better  current  yields 
To  Csefar's  power,  nor  deluges  our  fields 


*  By  the  word palus  the  Pontine  marfh  is  meant.  Pro- 
bably, time  had  fomething  injured  the  canal,  which  had 
been  dug  by  Appius  Claudius.  I  fay  fomething  injured, 
becaufe,  in  the  time  of  the  third  triumvirate,  Horace 
had  navigated  this  canal  ;  and  this  was  previous  to  the 
work  of  Auguftus,  of  which  the  poet  here  fpeaks.  Au- 
guitus  alfo  cleared  and  widened  the  bed  of  the  Tiber, 
which  had  been  filled  up  with  the  rubbifh  of  decayed 
buildings.    Suet.  Vita  Oct.  cap.  30. 

All 
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All  thefe  muft  perim  :  and  fhall  words  prefume 
To  hold  their  honours,  and  immortal  bloom  ? 

Francis. 

This  haven  is  very  poetically  defcribed  by 
Virgil,  in  his  charming  praife  of  Italy. 

An  memorem  portus>  Liicrinoque  addita  claujlra> 
Aique  indigncdum  magnisjlridoribus  aquor, 
Julia  qua  ponto  longe  fonat  unda  refufoy 
Tyrrhenufque  fretis  immittitur  ajlus  Avernis  P 

Virg.  Geo.  ii.  ver.  i6ti 

Or  mall  I  praife  thy  ports,  or  mention  make 
Of  the  vaft  mound  that  binds  the  Lucrine  lake, 
Or  the  difdainful  fea,  that,  {hut  from  thence, 
Roars  round  the  ftructure,  and  invades  the  fence, 
There  where  fecure  the  Julian  waters  glide, 
Or  when  Avernus'  jaws  admit  the  Tyrrhene  tide  ? 

Dryden,  v.  22  T. 

The  water  of  the  Lucrine  lake  is  brackifh, 
and  full  of  a  fpecies  of  heart  mufcle,  which 
is  not  bad  eating.  Yet  it  can  fcarcely  be  fup- 
pofed  one  of  thofe  kind  of  mufcles  which  the 
lake  formerly  bred  ;  and  which  Horace,  in 
more  than  one  paflage,  calls  the  dainty  morfel 
of  the  Romans  *.  The  name  of  this  firft  was 
peloris.  Whether  the  lake  has  any  fubter- 
ranean  communication  with  the  fea,  whether 


*  Epod.  od.  ii.  49  ;  and  Serm.  II.  fat.  iv.  32. 

C  a  the 
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the  decaying  canal  be  at  times  overflowed  by 
it,  or  whether  this  canal  be  occafionally  cleared 
by  the  inhabitants,  is  more  than  I  can  fay. 
I  conje&ure  that  there  is  a  fubterranean  inter* 
courfe,  that  the  fand  is  carried  off,  and  that 
it  is  occafionally  repaired  by  the  hand  of  man. 

Ciuverius,  who  of 'all  the  travellers  into 
thefe  countries  may  beit  be  depended  upon, 
tells  us  that  traces  of  the  Julian  haven  may 
be  feen  in  the  fea,  at  the  foot  of  the  Monte 
Nuovo.  I  have  not  time  to  make  the  en- 
quiry myfelf. 

The  Sibyl's  grotto,  as  it  is  called,  is  near 
the  lake  of  Avernus.  We  entered  it  with 
torches,  and  found  a  dark  fmall  paffage  at  the 
fide  of  this  long  cavern,  in  the  middle  of 
which  much  water  was  collected.  Our  con- 
ductors were  the  people  of  the  place,  who  are 
accu  domed  to  adl  as  guides  ;  and  the  cavern, 
no  doubt  is  the  fame  through  which  Virgil 
conducts  his  hero,  to  the  abode  of  Pluto.  The 
Sibyl  inhabited  a  cavern  near  Cumae  ;  which 
has  given  rife  to  the  falfe  opinion,  and  occa- 
fioned  the  good  people  to  call  this  cavern  the 
grotto  of  the  Sibyl :  fo  that  they  can  amply 
defcribe  the  manner  and  the  place  of  her 
abode;  like  an  old  chamberlain,  who,  in  the 
6  abfence 
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abfence  of  his  lord,  imagines  he  does  him 
honour  by  difplaying  the  apartments  of  his 
caftles  to  ftrangers.  Virgil  founded  his  beau- 
tiful fiction  of  the  Sibyl  partly  on  tradition, 
and  partly  on  hiftory.  Perhaps  we  may  here 
difcover  a  natural  allegory  :  it  may  be  faid 
that  the  decrepid  prophetefs  lived  at  Cumse, 
that  the  might  reiide  amidft  the  annals  of 
nature.  How  interefting  are  thefe  annals  in 
this  country  !  Who  fhall  collect  the  fcattered 
leaves  ? 

We  breakfafted  in  a  round  temple,  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  lake  of  Avernus,  which  was 
called  the  temple  of  Apollo.  Had  we  been  re- 
ceived by  Lucullus  in  his  celebrated  hall  of 
Apollo,  we  fcarcely  could  have  eaten  with  a 
better  appetite.  According  to  fome,  this 
temple  was  dedicated  to  Proferpine.  It  was  a 
large  rotunda,  which  appertained  to  thermce. 
The  orange  and  the  fig  tree  now  grow  in  the 
temple. 

From  this,  we  returned  to  the  Lucrine  lake, 
and  proceeded  to  the  end  of  the  dam  which  is 
afcribed  to  Hercules.  The  more  of  the  fea, 
here  on  the  eaftern  fide,  is  very  high  ;  and 
there  are  ruins  which  probably  belonged  to  a 
palace  of  Nerq,  Under  the  hill  there  are  warm 
C  3  vapour 
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vapour  baths;  and  there  is  a  fmall  pafTage  that 
leads  to  a  hot  well,  the  heat  of  which,  and  the 
hot  exhalations  we  found,  deterred  us  from 
paying  it  a  vifit.  A  man  ftripped  himfelf  to 
the  waift,  and  went  in  with  eggs  ;  which  he 
brought  out,  in  two  minutes,  fufficiently 
boiled:  though,  over  the  kitchen  lire,  they  take 
five  minutes  to  be  well  done.  So  much 
quicker  is  the  ftrong  heat  produced  by  the 
continually  boiling  and  rarefied  waters  of  Na-» 
ture. 

Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  whole  bay  of 
Naples,  and  the  iflands  of  Capri  and  Nifida. 
Nero,  from  the  height  on  which  his,  villa 
was  built,  muft  have  had  a  profpect  to  the 
other  fide  of  the  bay  of  Gaeta,  and  have  over-? 
looked  the  iflands  of  Ifchia  and  Procida,  and 
the  Avernian  and  Lucrine  lakes. 

The  warm  baths,  which  were  called  the 
Thermae  of  Nero,  muft  have  been  long  in  ufe ; 
and  were  found  to  have  a  very  healing  power. 
There  is  an  old  tradition  that  they  were  de- 
ftroyed,  three  or  four  hundred  years  ago,  by 
the  phyficians  of  Salerno  ;  who  were  angry 
that  the  fountains  of  nature  fhould  render  their 
art  ufelefs  :  and  that  thefe  phyficians  perifhed 
t>y  fea,  on  their  return,  near  Capri. 

We 
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We  again  went  up  and  viewed  the  great 
ruins  of  an  antient  temple  at  Pozzuoli  ;  which, 
by  fome,  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  temple  of  Ju- 
piter Serapis :  but  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
maintain  it  to  be  a  temple  built  by  Domitian, 
to  the  Nymphs,  appears  to  me  the  mod  pro- 
bable. Three  large  Corinthian  pillars  are  ftill 
entire.  Facing  thefe,  we  ftill  find  the  foun- 
dation of  a  circular  building ;  upon  which, 
after  the  manner  of  many  antient  temples, 
there  was  an  outward  altar  under  a  cupola 
fupported  by  pillars.  The  three  principal 
pillars  ftand  there  as  a  remarkable  monument 
of  the  great  revolutions  of  nature,  to  which 
thefe  places  have  been  fubjecl:.  About  ten  ells 
above  the  ground,  they  are  perforated  by  a 
kind  of  fea  infect ;  which  has  the  power  of 
perforating  ftone,  and  which  from  its.  form  is 
called  Mitylus  lithophagus^  or  Sea-date. 

Behind  the  temple,  there  are  remains  of 
baths ;  and  canals,  through  which  hot  water 
was  condu&ed  from  Solfatara.  Probably  they 
have  been  laid  in  ruins  by  earthquakes. 

Thefe  countries  were  covered  with  build- 
ings by  the  Romans,  and  particularly  the 
Emperors,  at  an  enormous  expence  ;  as  if  in 
defiance  of  the  terrors  of  nature.    Are  we 
C  4  not 
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not  here  reminded  of  the  antient  fiftion  of  the 
giants,  who  daringly  fought,  on  flaming  fields* 
againft  the  potent  Hercules  ? 


LETTER  LXVL 

Ndples,  29th  February  1793. 

DURING  the  25th  and  26th,  the 
iky  being  very  clear,  there  was  a  continual 
and  generally  a  thick  white  fmoke,  which  af- 
cended  from  Vefuvius ;  but  this  kind  of 
fmoke  does  not  conflantly  portend  an  inflam- 
mable eruption.  This  great  and  frequently 
defolating  phenomenon  of  nature  is  generally 
preceded  by  interrupted,  but  fudden  exhala- 
tions of  a  black  and  humid  kind,  and  mixed 
with  aihes,  forming  a  thick  and  gloomy  cloud. 
We  faw  fomething  like  this  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th.  That  we  might  make  a  circuit  and 
afcend  to  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  if  there, 
Ihould  happen  to  be  an  eruption,  the  day  be- 
fore yefterday  we  went  to  Portici. 
The  fuburbs  of  Naples  and  its  large  villages, 

added 
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added  to  Portici?  give  this  city,  great  as  it  i$ 
without  them,  a  (till  more  confiderable  extent. 

At  this  end  of  the  city  the  place  is  (hewn 
where  the  noble  young  Conradin  was  be- 
headed ;  and  near  the  fame  place  is  the  houfe 
in  which  Mafaniello  was  put  to  death  :  the 
bold  young  fHherman,  who,  in  the  middle  of 
the  17th  century,  had  nearly  delivered  Naples 
from  the  yoke  of  Spain.  The  river  of  Mag- 
dalenay  or  of  Sebethoy  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea 
near  Naples.  This  fmall  ftream,  or  rather  this 
rivulet,  is  the  Sebethus  of  the  antients. 

Cluyerius  has  very  juftly  remarked  that  the 
village  of  San  Giovanni  di  Tiduccio  mufl  be 
built  on  the  place  where,  in  reality,  Virgil's 
tomb  flood  ;  of  which  now  no  traces  are  to  be 
found,  and  which  muft  very  early  have  been 
deftroyed  ;  for  in  the  time  of  St.  Jerome,  the 
place  on  the  Pofilipo,  which  is  now  fuppofed 
to  be  his  tomb,  was  then  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fame. 

Portici  is  charmingly  fituated  between 
Mount  Vefuvius  and  the  lea ;  by  the  waters  of 
which  it  is  bathed.  The  air  is  healthy,  and 
$he  fertility  of  its  foil  is  celebrated. 

All  the  wray  as  we  went,  we  faw  black  va- 
pours rifmg  from  the  crater  of  Vefuvius.  We 

hired 
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hired  affes  at  Portici  ;  and  the  beginning  of 
our  ride  was  among  high  trees,  rouna  which 
the  vine  twined  itfelf,  and  afterward  through 
chefnut  groves.  We  frequently  heard  the 
fubterranean  rumbling  of  the  mountain,  which 
refembled  the  diflant  difcharge  of  artillery ; 
and,  as  often  as  we  diftinguifhed  thefe  noifes, 
we  looked  toward  the  top,  and  remarked  that 
thick  black  clouds  of  fmoke,  accompanied  with 
a  difcbarge  of  ftones,  was  emitted  from  the 
crater. 

Tolerably  high  up  the  mountain,  yet  a  full 
league  and  a  half  from  the  fummit  of  the  py- 
ramid which  is  properly  called  Vefuvius,  there 
is  a  hermit,  who  lives  on  a  hill,  by  its  fide, 
wdiich  is  called  Somma.  This  Somma  is  a 
great  ruin  of  nature  ;  and  of  the  antient  Ve- 
fuvius. It  has  crumbled  away  to  the  half  of 
its  height,  and  evidently  difcovers  itfelf  at  the 
top  to  have  been  a  volcano.  In  like  manner 
the  pre  lent  Vefuvius  rofe,  above  feventeen 
hundred  years  ago.  Like  Monte  Nuovo, 
which  was  fuddenly  thrown  up  in  the  year 
1538  by  an  earthquake,  it  has  the  form  of  a 
fugar  loaf,  with  a  broad  bafe,  the  top  of  which 
is  cut  off,  and  is  hollow  to  a  great  depth ;  like 
the  crater  of  a  volcano. 

The 
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The  hermit  warned  us  of  approaching  dan* 
ger,  and  I  left  my  fon  with  him  :  though  I 
did  not*  fo  much  fear  the  ftones,  that  were 
thrown  up,  as  the  difficulty  of  the  afcent. 
However,  I  faw  it  was  very  neceflary  for  us 
to  take  care  how  we  approached  too  near  to 
thefe  dangerous  fhowers.    The  ftones  were 
caft  with  fuch  violence,  out  of  the  hollow 
mountain,  that  the  velocity  of  their  fall  was 
not  to  be  compared  to  the  velocity  of  their 
afcent  ;  and  our  eye  prefently  became  fo  accuf- 
tomed  to  this  velocity  that  the  ftones,  when 
they  at  length  began  to  defcend,  appeared  to 
us  rather  to  be  fuipended  than  to  fall. 

The  afcent  up  Mount  Vefuvius  is  extremely 
difficult :  fometimes  from  the  cutting  drofs  of 
the  lava,  on  which  you  tread  ;  and  at  others 
becauie,  when  you  mean  to  afcend,  you  fink 
deep  into  the  allies.  The  guides  leffened  the 
inconvenience  ;  for  they  bound  linen  round 
their  bodies,  by  which  we  held  faft  and  were 
aided  by  their  ftrength  :  ftill  however  the  dif- 
ficulty was  very  great. 

The  places  you  pafs  are  terrifying.  The 
whole  ground  is  uneven,  and  ftrewed  over 
with  ftones,  prodigious  pieces  of fcoria^  or  deep 
pits  of  afhes ;  which  have  all  been  thrown 

from 
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from  the  mountain.    The  projecting  parts  of 
the  mountain  frequently  "conceal  the  fmoky 
fummit,  from  thofe  who  are  afcending ;  and 
you  are  repeatedly  inclined  to  defpair  of 
arriving  at  your  journey's  end,  while  at  every 
fcep  when  you  mean  to  go  forward,  you  fink 
back  and  imagine  you  mall  be  fwallowed  up 
in  the  allies.    You  are  often  obliged  to  ftand 
ftill  with  weavinefs,  or  fit  down  on  the  cutting 
drofs  ;  and  the  fenfe  of  wearinefs  is  increafed 
by  the  furrounding  afpecT:  of  defolation  :  but 
you  turn  your  eye  backward,  and,  looking 
over  and  beyond  thefe  defert  places,  are  re- 
vived by  the  profpect  of  the  fea  till  you  forget 
the  difficulty. 

The  emiffions  from  the  flaming  mountain 
were  fo  violent  that  it  was  impoffible,  at  that 
time,  to  reach  the  fummit ;  and  the  difap- 
pointment  was  welcome  to  us,  for  it  was  a 
fpe&acle  which  was  much  more  impreffive 
than  that  of  looking  down  into  its  mouth 
would  have  been,  had  all  been  calm. 

We  afcended  the  inountain  to  a  huge  crag 
of  rock ;  which,  in  one  of  its  antient  erup- 
tions, had  been  projected  out  of  the  crater.  It 
is  at  the  diftance  of  one  third  of  the  whole, 
afcent  from  the  fummit  \  and  thus  great  was 

the 
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the  fpace  to  which  this  rock  had  been  whirl- 
ed. Here  we  fat,  or  rather  laid  ourfelves 
down.  Here  we  beheld  and  heard  the  moun-  ! 
tain  inceffantly  in  labour.  Whenever  the 
rumbling  din  became  louder,  a  thundering 
fhower  of  ftones  continually  followed.  I  can- 
not compare  this  fubterranean  uproar  to  any 
thing  better  than  to  the  noife  of  cannon  at 
fea  ;  and  it  was  as  quick  in  fucceffion,  as  the 
difcharge  of  artillery  in  fuch  a  combat : 

Wo  fchiff  an  fch'iff  fich  donnernd  kgt  *  >• 

as  Klopftock  fays. 

The  rock  on  which  we  fat  fhook  very  fen- 
fibly,  at  each  difcharge  of  the  mountain.  The 
fucceflive  mowers  of  afhes  increafed  in  black- 
nefs,  and  were  always  accompanied  with 
ftones.  Thefe,  when  they  fell  to  the  ground, 
rolled  down  over  the  drofs,  with  a  noife  re- 
fembling  hail  againft  a  glafs  window.  At  in- 
tervals, when  the  din  of  the  mountain  and 
the  fhowering  of  ftones  had  ceafed,  we  heard 
a  fearful  gurgling,  as  of  boiling  water.  Large 
drofs,  that  had  been  thrown  into  the  air,  fell 
rolling  down,  glowing  with  heat ;  and  came 
fo  near  us  that  my  fervant  took  up  a- piece 

*  When  (hip  to  fhip  in  thunder  fpeaks. 

between 
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between  two  ftones,  which  ferved  him  as  & 
pair  of  tongs.  I  employed  it,  as  I  would  have 
done  a  chafing  dim,  to  warm  me  ;  for  the 
wind  blew  cold  and  {harp.  It  was  fo  hot  that 
Jacobi  kindled  his  tobacco  pipe  with  it ;  and 
it  was  not  quite  cold  in  the  evening,  when  we 
{hewed  it  to  my  wife  :  though  it  was  but 
about  as  large  as  a  cannon  ball,  of  eight  pounds 
weight. 

A  yellow  fmoke,  inftead  of  the  black 
fhower,  occafionally  rofe  from  the  throat  of 
the  mountain ;  and  we  faw  the  reflection  of 
fubterranean  flames  tremble  among  the  rifmg 
pillars  of  fmoke  ;  ftrong  gufts  of  which  were 
likewife  impelled  out  of  many  little  mouths, 
round  the  crater. 

Thus  we  fat  upon  our  trembling  rock, 
which  is  itfelf  a  prodigious  monument  of  the 
power  of  the  fire-emitting  mountain,  and  en-1 
joyed  one  of  the  grander!  fpectacles  of  nature. 
The  contemplation  of  its  prefent  eruption  was 
made  the  more  impreflive  by  feeing  ourfelves 
furrounded  with  ftones,  prodigious  mafles  of 
drofs,  fcoria,  and  deep  allies  ;  which  teftified 
the  wonders  of  its  former  eruptions.  Not  far 
from  us  was  a  crater  which  burft  forth  laft 
year.    As  annals  of  nature,  thefe  marks  of 

defolation 
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defolation  produce  their  effeft  :  but  yet  how 
much  more  effectual  was  the  prefence  of  the 
fcene  we  were  contemplating  ! 

Whenever  for  a  moment  we  turned  from, 
the  terrible  profpect  of  the  fummit  of  Vefu- 
vius,  we  beheld  on  the  oppofite  fide  the  de- 
lightful bays  of  Naples  and  of  Gaeta,  with 
their  lordly  coafts  and  iflands. 

We  now  defcended  the  troubled  craggy 
height ;  which,  fteep  as  it  is,  is  lefs  difficult  to 
defcend  than  to  mount :  though  it  would  be 
equally  impofiible  either  to  go  up  it  or  down 
it,  were  it  not  for  the  foot-hold  which  the 
afhes  afford.  We  made  a  good  and  agreeable 
breakfaft  with  the  hermit,  who  gave  us  a  very 
pleafant  tafted  red  wine;  which  is  the  growth 
of  the  mountain,  and  is  called  lacrima^  or 
tears. 

The  fmoke  became  yellow  at  the  approach 
of  night ;  and,  on  our  return  to  Portici,  we 
then  faw  it  rife  of  a  flame  colour. 

At  Portici,  we  took  torches,  and  vifited  the 
theatre  of  the  antient  Heraclea  :  or,  as  the  Ro- 
mans called  it,  Hercula?ieum. 

This  Greek  town,  the  foundation  of  which 
is  afcribed  by  fome  authors  to  Hercules,  was 

entirely 
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tntirely  buried  and  deftroyed  by  ames  and  lavaj 
during  the  great  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  in  the 
year  79  after  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  in  the 
fir  ft  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus. 

A  part  of  the  feats  of  the  antient  theatre 
were  brought  up,  in  the  year  1713,  by  a  far- 
mer who  was  linking  a  well.  Emanuel,  Prince 
of  F.lbeuf,  of  the  hoiife  of  Lorraine,  who  was 
building  in  Portici,  purchaied  the  right  of  the 
fanners  of  digging  farther;  and  a  ftatue  of 
Hercules  was  prefently  difcovered,  and  after** 
wa^l  one  of  Cleopatra,  with  others.  At 
length,  they  came  to  a  circular  temple,  which 
contained  four-and-twenty  alabafter  pillars  ; 
and  as  many  ftatues,  that  were  all  font  to 
Vienna  by  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf 
were  interrupted  by  the  Spaniih  government. 
In  the  year  1 7  56,  Don  Carlos,  King  of  Naples, 
the  father  of  the  prefent  King,  undertook  to 
bwild  a  palace  10  Portici  ;  and  he  purchaied 
the  houie  and  the  land  of  the  Prince  of  Elbeuf, 
and  the  antient  town  was  difcovered  at  the 
depth  of  eighty  feet.  The  bed  of  the  river 
was  found  winch  ran  through  the  town  j  as 
like  wife  were  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  with  his 

ftatue 


COUNT  STOLBEPvG.  33 

ftatue  of  gold,  the  theatre,  and  two  large 
equeftrian  ftatues  of  the  two  Balbi:  father  and 
fon. 

So  great  was  the  love  of  the  Greeks  for 
fpectacles,  that  the  theatre  of  this  town,  which 
belonged  to  the  little  ftates  of  Magna  Gracia^ 
was  more  capacious  than  the  magnificent 
theatre  of  San  Carlo  in  Naples  ;  which  is  one 
of  the  largeft,  and  grander!,  in  Europe.  Yet 
the  ftage,  though  it  was  fixty  feet  in  length, 
was  only  eighteen  in  breadth.  The  antients 
were  in  lefs  need  of  a  capacious  ftage  than  we 
are :  partly  becaufe  the  fcene  was  never 
changed  ;  and  partly  becaufe  they  did  not 
introduce  fo  many  characters,  and  perfons,  as 
the  modern  poets. 

The  firft  known  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  which 
happened  in  the  year  79,  was  that  in  which 
the  great  naturalift,  Pliny,  perifhed.  Hercu- 
laneum  and  Pompeii  were  both  buried  under 
its  allies ;  and  the  flaming  lava  took  its  courfe 
through  both  thefe  towns. 

The  people  dare  not  leave  the  cavities,  dug 
to  come  at  Herculaneum,  empty ;  becaufe 
Portici,  and  the  village  of  Refma,  are  built  im- 
*  mediately  over  the  buried  place.  It  was  dis- 
covered that  the  ftreets  were  ftraight;  and  that 

Vol.  III.  D  on 
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on  each  fide  there  was  a  railed  pavement  for 
foot  paflengers,  which  are  but  feldom  found 
even  in  the  great  and  elegant  cities  of  modern 
Europe. 

After  having  taken  out  many  remarkable 
articles,  of  houfehold  furniture,  arms,  coins, 
/  and  manufcripts  rolled  up,  which  have  been 
prefer ved  in  Portici,  the  opening  was  again 
clofed.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  fend  you  fome 
account  of  the  things  thus  difcovered,  which 
are  very  intefefting  to  the  lover  of  antiquity, 
as  foon  as  I  have  vijited  the  mufeum  of  Por- 
tici ;  previous  to  which  I  mean  to  go  to 
Pompeii. 

In  the  evening  of  the  dtiy  before  yefterday, 
I  took  my  wife  to  a  part  of  the  city  behind 
the  Cqjtello  del  Ovo ;  where  you  ft  and  by  the 
fea  fide,  and  have  a  full  view  of  Mount  Ve- 
fuvius.  Clear  flames*  rofe-  out  of  the  moun- 
,  tain  ;  and  the  red  pillars  of  fmoke  were  re- 
flected in  the  fea. 

Early  yefterday,  I  accompanied  her  to  Sol- 
fa  tara  ;  for  (he  did  not  go  with  us,  when  we 
faw  it  on  the  25th.  And  now,  inftead  of  the 
many  fmoking  mouths  of  this  funken  volcano, 
a  thin  vapour  rofe  only  from  three  apertures. 
It  is  probable  that  there  is  a  fubterranean  com- 
munication 
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rnnnication  between  Solfatara  and  Vefuvius ; 
though  they  are  three  German  miles  from  each 
other.  But  what  are  three  German  miles?  It 
is  fuppofed  that  iEtna,  the  volcanos  of  the 
Lipari  Iflands,  and  Vefuvius,  have  all  a  com- 
munication with  each  other.  What  is  ftill 
more,  in  the  year  1783,  the  very  fame  in 
which  the  earthquake  happened  in  Calabria* 
and  when  a  part  of  Sicily  was  fo  fearfully 
fhaken,  did  not  the  earth  open  in  Iceland,  and 
ftream  forth  flaming  fire,  which  continued  to 
burn  for  months  ?  And  this  dreadful  vifitation 
happened  in  an  ifland  fo  near  the  pole  !  I 
cannot  indeed  fatisfa&orily  prove  the  fubter- 
ranean  connection,  from  thefe  appearances^ 
between  the  Icelandic  Hecla  and  the  volcanoes 
of  the  fouth.  A  great,  and  to  us  unknown, 
general  caufe  may  have  acted  in  both  places 
at  once :  but  I  think  this  caufe  is  not  yet  dis- 
covered ;  and  the  hypothefis  of  a  fubterranean 
connection  ought  not  to  be  treated  as  abfurd, 
till  it  is  proved  that  there  is  fome  other  which 
is  more  probable. 

The  hypothefes  of  our  naturalifts,  and  me- 
taphyficians,  too  often  refemble  the  hollow 
and  undermined  earth :  with  a  kind  of  vol- 
canic fpirit  they  rife  and  are  as  quickly  bu- 
Da  ried, 
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ried.  Many  a  Monte  Nuovo  is  lifted  up,  hut 
to  fink  and  be  no  more  remembered.  Under 
the  flame  of  the  Egyptian  His,  the  Goddefs  of 
Nature,  was  the  following  infcription  :  "  I 
"  am  what  I  was :  let  no  man  raife  the  veil 
"  that  covers  me." 

Yefterday  evening,  we  beheld  the  flaming 
cataracts  of  lava  burft  forth.  The  reflection 
produced  by  the  heat  glowed  in  the  waves  of 
the  fea :  the  moon  appeared  to  grow  paler  in 
prefence  of  the  ftreaming  fire.  How  for- 
tunate were  we  to  be  here  at  this  time !  I  pity 
thofe  ftrangers  who  only  left  this  city  a  few 
days  ago,  which  now  every  night  enjoys 
ib  grand  a  fpectacle  of  nature. 

I  am  juft  returned  from  the  fea  fide,  where 
the  profpect  this  evening  was  more  than  ever 
beautiful.  The  mountain  has  opened  another 
mouth,  on  the  fouth  weft  fide  ;  not  far  from 
the  great  crater  on  the  fummit.  At  one  mo- 
ment, we  beheld  the  fiery  ftream  as  you  be- 
hold a  diftant  waterfall,  without  being  able  to 
difcover  if  it  have  any  motion ;  and,  at  an- 
other, we  had  a  full  view  of  the  flaming  lava. 
From  time  to  time  the  fire  very  clearly  rofe  out 
of  the  fummit ;  and  was  followed  by  flames, 
burfdng  from  the  new  aperture. 

Although 
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Although  hiftory  gives  no  information  of 
any  eruption  of  Mount  Vefuvius  more  early 
than  the  year  79,  yet  the  antients  formed 
fome  conjectures  concerning  its  volcanic  qua- 
lities.   Diodorus  tells  us  that  "  Hercules  came 

likewife  to  the  country  of  Cumse;  where, 
"  according  to  many  ftories,  the  people  were 
46  called  giants  :  becaufe  of  their  extraordinary 
"  ftrength,  and  favage  manners.  Thefe  coun- 
"  tries  have  been  called  Phlegracui^  or  in- 
"  flamed,  from  the  hill  which  formerly  emit- 
"  ted  a  great  quantity  of  fire,  like  iEtna.  The 
"  place  is  now  called  Vefuvius ;  and,  from 
"  many  traces,  we  may  gather  that  it  rauft 
u  have  burnt  in  antient  times  */' 

National  pride  induced  the  Sicilian  to  call 
Mount  Vefuvius  a  hill ;  and  indeed,  confider- 
able  as  it  is,  yet  compared  with  iEtna,  it  is  pro- 
perly a  hill. 

Strabo  likewife  tells  us,  in  his  fifth  book, 
that  Vefuvius  muft  have  been  a  mountain  that 
threw  out  fire  ;  which  it  had  then  only  ceafed 
to  do  from  the  want  of  inflammatory  matter. 

A  paffage  in  Lucretius,  who  lived  toward 
the  end  of  the  republic,  does  not  prove  what 
jnany,  who  have  written  concerning  Mount 

#  Diod.  1.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  267.  cd.  Weflel. 

D  3  Vefuvius^ 
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Vefuvlus,  have  fuppofcd  it  proved.  The 
poet  fpoke  of  hot  fprings  ;  and  what  he  has 
called  Vefuvius  was  only  an  epithet,  to  point 
out  their  place. 

Diodorus  and  Strabo,  the  contemporaries  of 
Auguftus,  wrote  only  a  few  years  later  than 
Lucretius  ;  and  Virgil,  like  himfelf,  mentions 
Vefuvius  only  to  denote  the  country  of  which 
he  was  fpeaking. 

We  cannot  but  be  furprifed  that  the  elder 
Pliny,  who  wrote  his  immortal  natural  hiftory 
in  the  time  of  Vefpafian,  gives  us  no  account 
of  Vefuvius.  The  evident  tokens  of  qualities 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  Mount  iEtna,  which  quali- 
ties had  been  remarked  by  preceding  authors, 
could  not  have  efcaped  his  enquiring  mind. 

His  firft  obfervatioiis  on  Mount  Vefuvius 
were  thofe  that  coft  him  his  life. 

The  two  letters,  which  the  younger  Pliny 
wrote,  one-and-twenty  years  after  this  acci- 
dent, to  his  friend  Tacitus  the  hiftorian,  are 
exceedingly  mterefting.  They  give  a  circum- 
ftantial  account  of  the  death  of  his  uncle,  the 
jelder  Pliny  :  who,  with  a  noble  courage  and  a 
truly  philofophic  freedom  of  mind,  failed  from 
Mifenum,  wThere  he  was  the  commander  of 
the  fleet,  to  Pompeii,  that  he  might  remark  the 

terrible 
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terrible  phenomenon,  and  was  fuffocated  by 
the  fmoke  on  his  afcent. 

The  younger  Pliny  remained  behind,  with 
his  mother;  who  was  a  lifter  of  the  natu- 
ralift,  and  who  firft  fhewed  her  brother  the 
afcending  fmoke,  wThich  he  funpofed  to  be  a 
cloud.  The  fmoke  arofe  in  the  form  of  the 
pine  tree  * :  becaufe,  as  the  younger  Pliny 
remarks,  it  had  firft:  afcended  through  the  clear 
atmofphere  of  the  mountain,  and  then  funk 
under  its  own  weight,  and  extended  itfelf. 

From  this  relation,  as  well  as  from  that  of 
Dion  Caftius,  we  learn  how  dreadfully  fearful 
the  progreffive  appearances  of  nature  were : 
fo  that  the  terrified  people  waited,  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  eruption  began  with  fo  violent  a  dis- 
charge of  afhes  that  three  towns,  Hercula- 
neum,  Pompeii,  and  Stabia,were  overwhelmed 
by  the  tempeft.  So  unexpected  was  the  uni- 
verfal  death  that  the  people  of  Pompeii  were 
at  the  theatre. 

*  Of  that  fpecies  winch  we  call  the  Italian  pine,  and 
which  they  name  Pino;  a  tree,  the  beauty  of  which  greatly 
exceeds  that  01  our  pine.  It  has  the  form  of  an  u<"q»- 
brella  ;  in  which  form  the  fmoke  riles,  when  the  air  is 
calm:  and,  in  order  to  underiland  the  relation  of  Pliny, 
we  mud  figure  to  ourfelves  the  form  of  this  tree. 

D  a  This 

i 
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This  guft  of  afhes  was  occafioned  by  the 
falling  of  that  part  of  Vefuvius  which  is  now 
called  Monte  Somma.  The  fallinc  in  is  denoted 
by  the  figure  of  Monte  Somma  ;  which  was  the 
Vefuvius  of  the  antients,  but  which  was  more 
frequently  called  Vefevus  by  the  Romans.  The 
proper  Vefuvius  of  the  prefent  day,  which 
about  half  way  up  joins  Mount  Somma, 
formed  itfelf  into  a  pyramid  there  where  it 
rifes  above  Somma,  and  rofe  in  proportion  as 
the  antient  Vefevus  fell  in.  In  the  fame  man- 
ner Monte  Nuovo,  in  the  year  1538,  rofe  in  a 
fingle  night. 

Ever  fince  the  year  79,  Vefuvius  has  con- 
tinued to  fmoke  ;  and,  from  time  to  time, 
to  fend  forth  eruptions.  About  thirty  of  thefe 
eruptions  have  been  diftinguflied  from  the  reft, 
either  by  the  length  of  their  duration  or  their 
violence.  The  mountain  fends  forth  flames 
almoft  every  year,  generally  about  the  begin- 
ning of  Autumn  ;  and  fometimes,  twice 
a-year. 

In  the  year  163 1,  a  great  part  of  the  moun- 
tain fell  in. 

The  phenomena  of  the  year  1767  were  ter- 
rific :  the  whole  country  was  long  kept  in 
dread,  by  the  fubterranean  thunder  of  the 

mountain  ; 
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mountain  ;  and  at  laft  it  broke  out,  emitting 
thick  fmoke  and  fhowers  of  fire,  mingled  with 
ftones  and  ames.  The  lava  firft  flowed  flowly 
toward  Refina ;  and  a  part  of  heaven  was  be- 
nighted, on  the  19th  of  Q&ober,  by  the  black 
clouds  of  fmoke  and  afhes  that  were  poured 
forth.  On  the  20th,  a  broad  ftream  of  lava 
haftily  burft  forth  ;  and,  in  an  hours  time, 
made  a  progrefs  of  feven  Italian  miles.  Its 
depth  was  eftimated  at  fixty  fathoms.  At  mid- 
night, the  mountain  burned  horribly  ;  and  it 
thundered  at  intervals  like  the  difcharge  of 
cannon.  It  poured  out  a  new  river  of  fire  ; 
wkich  rufhed  towTard  the  valley,  that  lies  be- 
tween Vefuvius  Proper  and  the  height  of  San 
S  ah  adore  y  on  which  the  hermitage  ftands. 
A  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Portici  accom- 
panied the  flight  of  the  King  to  Naples.  On 
the  23d,  the  mountain  again  began  to  bellow  ; 
and,  after  a  fhort  paufe,  the  lava  broke  out 
more  dreadful  than  before,  a.nd  the  mountain 
during  three  hours  difcharged  fire  and  afhes.' 
The  afhes  were  blown  as  far  as  Gaeta;  which 
lies  five  German  miles  diftant  over  the  fea. 
The  explofion  ended  on  the  26th;  but  the 
earth  long  afterward  continued  to  be  occafion- 
ally  fhaken. 

After 
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After  the  eruption  of  lava  in  the  year  1779, 
which  began  on  the  27th  of  Auguft,  the  fruit 
trees  a  fecond  time  put  forth  their  buds,  and 
a  fecond  time  actually  produced  fmall  but  well 
tafted  fruit,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter. 

The  countries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  vol- 
canoes are  always  found  to  be  fertile ;  which 
is  either  occafioned  by  the  heat  of  the  earth, 
or  by  the  fiery  exhalations  that  are  emitted. 
In  the  gardens  near  Pozzuoli,  the  foil  of  which 
is  extraordinarily  warm  becaufe  of  the  vicinity 
of  Solfatara  and  its  hot  fprings,  vegetables  are 
produced  and  the  fruits  ripen  a  fortnight 
fooner  than  at  Naples :  but  the  fruits,  on  ac- 
count of  this  heat,  are  lefs  delicious  3  and  the 
vegetables  lefs  excellent. 

With  refpeft  to  the  fecond  fruits  that  were 
produced  in  the  year  1779,  I  remember  that, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  autumn  of  the  fame 
year,  as  I  was  travelling  from  Germany  to 
Denmark,  I  faw  the  wild  chefnut  tree  a  fe- 
cond time  in  bloom  in  both  countries  :  nay, 
in  Denmark,  toward  the  middle  of  November, 
at  a  feafon  when  in  general  the  oak  had  flied 
its  leaves,  in  thefe  countries. 

This  whole  year  was  remarkable,  in  the 
North.    On  the  13th  of  March,  in  the  Gbdr* 

lottenburg) 
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lottenburg,  now  the  botanic,  garden  at  Copen- 
hagen, I  faw  an  apricot  tree  in  the  open  air  in 
full  bloom.  Thofe  fecret  caufes,  which  pro- 
duced a  new  bloom  in  autumn  as  well  even  in 
Denmark  as  in  Germany,  acting  in  milder 
climates  with  no  lefs  effe£t,  muft  have  repeat- 
ed the  gifts  of  fummer  and  of  autumn  in  the 
winter  of  the  fouth  of  Italy.  Both  in  thefe 
countries  and  in  the  north,  people  were  fear- 
ful that  nature  would  have  recruited  her 
powers  by  extreme  frugality,  in  the  following 
year:  but  the  kind  and  fmiling  mother,  in 
1780,  fcattered  her  bleflings  from  her  horn  of 
plenty,  over  her  anxious,  fearful,  and  agitated 
children. 


LETTER  LXVIL 

Naples,  3d  March  1792. 

YESTERDAY  evening,  I  and  Erneft, 
with  Nicolovius  and  Jacobi,  took  a  boat ;  and 
once  more  proceeded  to  vifit  Mount  Vefu- 
yius. 

The 
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The  wifhed-for  night  approached,  and  wc 
beheld  the  river  of  fire  at  adiftance  ;  and  like- 
wife  its  refle&ion  in  the  fea.  We  again  took 
afles  at  Portici,  and  rode  as  before  to  the  two 
hermits,  as  they  are  cdled,  who  live  in  the 
hermitage  of  San  Salvadorc,  ficuated  on  a  con- 
fiderable  height  of  the  mountain,  and  lying 
between  the  Somma  and  the  proper  Vefuvius. 
The  employment  of  thefe  people  is  to  afford 
lodging  and  aid  to  ftrangers. 

As  we  travelled,  we  faw  the  whole  ftream 
of  burning  lava  at  a  diflance ;  and  heard  the 
noife  of  the  mountain  louder  than  when  in 
the  boat.  We  likewife  beheld  melancholy 
marks  of  the  defolationof  the  year  1779,  tefti- 
fled  by  prodigious  pieces  of  lava  and  fcqria% 
and  giving  a  terrific  afpe£t  to  the  flourifhing 
plants  and  vine  bowers,  among  which  they  lay 
fcattered. 

Before  we  left  the  hermitage  to  continue 
our  road,  I  put  my  fon  to  bed ;  after  which, 
we  rode  to  a  crofs,  where  the  way  began  to  be 
impaffable  for  the  animals. 

I  do  not  believe  that  the  flones,  which  were 
thrown  from  the  crater  of  the  mountain,  and 
the  many  rivulets  of  fire  which  flowed  on  all 
fides  from  the  principal  ftream,  would  have 

permitted 
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permitted  us  to  have  afcended  and  examined 
the  new  mouth,  that  vomited  forth  thefe 
terrors.  It  was  not  far  below  the  crater  on  the 
fummit,  which  evidently  had  a  connecTiorv 
with  the  chief  gulph.  Thefe  pathlefs  fteep 
ways,  which  are  dreadful  even  by  day,  were 
more  dreadful  by  night.  The  now  dim,  now 
-flaring  light  of  our  torches,  more  frequently 
fhewed  us  the  ftone,  or  the  huge  cinder,  over 
which  we  had  {tumbled,  than  thofe  over 
which  we  might  {tumble:  like  our  feeble  rea- 
fon ;  which,  Pope,  in  his  Effay  on  Man,  has 
fo  beautifully  defcrib'ed  :  — 

n  What  can  (he  more  than  tell  us  we  are  fools 

Neither  have  I  the  fame  pliancy  of  limb,- 
nor  ftrength  of  lungs,  which  feventeen  years 
ago,  when  I  was  a  youth,  enabled  me  to  climb 
the  fteepeft  paths  of  the  Alps. 

We  contented  ourfelves,  though  unwil- 
lingly, with  taking  a  lateral  direction  ;  by 
which  we  approached  the  lower  part  of  the 
ftream  of  burning  lava. 

Though  the  way  we  took  was  lefs  labo- 
rious to  the  lungs  and  the  limbs  than  the 
afcent  to  the  fummit  would  have  been,  yet  it 
was  very  difficult  5  and  particularly  painful  to 

the 
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the  feet.  Soon  after  we  had  paffed  the 
crofs,  we  found  vegetation,  which  before  had 
appeared  fickly,  entirely  dead.  Stepping 
among  the  deep  afhes,  you  tread  upon  prodi- 
gious lumps  of  angular  fcoria  ;  the  fnarp  points 
•  of  which  pain  the  more  fenfibly  becaufe  the 
preffure  of  the  foot  frequently  makes  leffer 
bits  roll  down,  and  wound  with  their  defcent. 
Such  pieces  are  piled  roughly  over  one  an- 
other ;  having  been  collected  by  different  erup- 
tions of  lava,  flowing  through  the  unequal 
ground,  and  leaving  mementos  of  more  early 
devaftation. 

The  heat  that  proceeded  from  an  aperture, 
which  burft  forth  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1790,  was  infufferable ;  and,  though  when  we 
were  there  it  was  a  year  and  a  half  fmce  this 
eruption  happened,  the  hot  furface-  would 
not  permit  us  to  touch  it  with  our  hands. 

We  continued  for  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  to  pafs  with  hafty  fteps  over  hollow 
lumps  of  drofs,  that  ftill  were  glowing;  fur- 
rounded  on  all  fides  by  gulphs  of  fire.  To 
have  made  a  falfe  ftep,  or  to  have  ftepped 
fiowly,  would  have  been  equally  dangerous. 
Should  the  drofs  give  way,  the  foot  muft  fink 
or  the  body  be  thrown  off  its  centre,  and  all 
3  our 
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our  precaution  would  have  been  vain.  The 
lava  that  had  rufhed  headlong  from  the  fteep 
declivity,  arriving  at  a  place  where  there  was' 
no  defcent,  collected  itfelf  among  the  cin- 
ders, and  flowed  but  flowly :  though  {till  the 
flood  was  flaming  red.  The  flones  and  feWid 
that  it  had  pafled  over  were  red  hot;  and  one 
of  our  guides  lighted  the  extinguifhed  torch, 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  by  a  cinder  of  this 
kind. 

The  nature  of  the  lavas  is  various,  accord- 
ing to  the  materials  contained  in  the  mountain; 
either  as  they  mall  mingle  with  each  other,  or 
be  thrown  up  unmingled.  They  are  as  hard 
as  ftone,  are  capable  of  the  polifh  of  marble, 
and  of  different  colours.  Either  I  miffake  or 
the  pavement  of  the  Roman  roads  moftiy 
confifts  of  the  lava  of  antient  volcanos,  which 
had  become  extinguifhed  before  the  time  of 
the  Roman  hiflory,  and  therefore  were  not 
known  as  fuch.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  all 
Naples,  and  of  the  highway  to  Portici. 

The  pure  melted  lava  does  not  form  itfelf 
into  waves  as  it  flows ;  but,  as  foon  as  it  is 
difcharged  from  the  throat  of  the  mountain, 
the  mafs  which  it  forms  is  impelled  down- 
wards by  fucceffive  emiflions.  You  may  re- 
member 
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member  to  have  feen  the  Rhine  flow  in  tlid 
fame  manner  at  Mentz.  It  forms  no  waves, 
but  is  apparently  (till :  yet  the  broad  ftream 
flows  with  more  refiftlefs  power  from  this  cir- 
cumftance.  Metal,  melted  till  liquefied  in  a 
forge,  may  give  you  a  tolerable  idea  of  the 
lava ;  as  well  of  that  which  flows  purely,  as 
of  that  which  is  mingled  with  drofs. 

Whenever  the  mountain  throws  cut  its  pal- 
pitating flames  and  hurls  its  {tones  into  the 
air,  the  melted  ftream  is  enlivened  by  a  new 
polifh.  Red  hot  ftones  at  the  fame  time  roll 
down  on  every  fide.  Many  were  rolled  along 
by  the  lava,  as  flints  are  by  the  ftream  of  the 
mountain.  From  the  principal  catara&s  of 
fire  inferior  ones  take  their  courfe.  The  moun- 
tain ceafed  to  repeat  its  quick  fucceflive  claps 
of  thunderT  and  continued  to  roll  it  durably, 
while  the  hifling  roars  of  a  tempeft  were  heard. 
The  clouds  of  fmoke  that  rofe  were  fo  red 
that  you  would  have  fuppofed  them  to  have 
been  flames,  had  not  real  flames  been  emit- 
ted ;  and  had  they  not  been  obfcured  by  the 
bright  red  of  the  lava. 

The  ftillnefs  of  night  reigned  over  thefe 
defert  places,  and  was  only  interrupted  by 
fubterranean  uproar.    The  atmofphere  was 

dark : 
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dark  ;  you  fcarcely  could  fee  the  fhady  part  of 
the  mountain,  that  lay  behind  that  which  was 
illuminated  by  the  fire,  Like  as  polifhed  bo- 
dies, when  the  light  is  little,  feem  to  colled  it 
all  to  themfelves,  and  caft  furrounding  obje£ts 
in  deeper  darknefs. 


LETTER  LXVIII. 

Naples-,  7th  March  1792, 

The  pleafant  lake  of  Agnano  lies  not 
far  from  Solfatara,  and  fomething  nearer  than 
that  to  Naples.  It  is  chiefly  furrounded  by 
high  (hores,  on  which  the  poplar  and  the 
chefnut  tree  grow. 

Near  a  part  of  the  fhore,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill* 
there  is  a  cavern  ;  which  was  called  by  the  an- 
tients  the  cavern  of  Charon.  It  is  better  known 
at  prefent  by  the  name  of  La  Grotta  del  Cane  t 
the  cavern  of  dogs  ;  becaufe  it  is  a  common 
cuftom  to  put  a  dog  into  the  cavern,  in  order 
to  convince  ftrangers  of  the  mephitic  qualities 
of  the  air.  The  dog  prefently  lofes  his  fenfes, 
Vol.  III.  E  and 
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and  muft  die  were  he  not  dragged  out,  ancf# 
to  recover  him,  dipped  in  the  water  of  the 
lake. 

We  did  not  think  proper  to  tolerate  the 
cruelty  of  this  experiment,  and  we  therefore 
entered  the  cavern  one  after  another.  That 
we  might  be  convinced  of  the  effects  of  the 
air,  it  was  neceffary  we  fhould  bend  :  but 
thefe  effects  were  not  fo  ftrong  as  we  expect- 
ed. There  is  a  fimilar  opening  in  the  earth 
near  Pyrmont,  which  appeared  to  me  to  exhale 
flronger  vapours.  I  muft  remark  however 
that  I  vifited  the  German  cavern  in  a  hot 
fummer's  day,  and  this  during  the  humid 
feafon  of  fpring  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
effects  are  more  fudden  and  forcible  in  fum- 
mer. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fire  a  piftol  in  the  grotto  ; 
for  the  air  prevents  the  powder  in  the  pan 
from  taking  fire.  We  had  neglected  to  bring 
fire  arms  to  make  the  experiment :  but  we 
faw  the  torches  were  extinguifhed,  when  they 
were  held  in  the  cavern. 

The  hot  fnlphur  baths  of  the  lake  appeared 
to  me  ftronger  than  the  vapour  of  the  cavern. 
Thefe  baths  are  called  Slufey  or  ftoves,  di  San 
Gcrmavo.    Tliey  are  much  e  (teemed  for  their 

2  effects  y 
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effecls ;  and  emit  a  hot  vapour,  the  fmoke  of 
which  is  fo  fine  that  means  muft  be  taken  to 
render  it  vifible.  A  bit  of  tinder  is  kindled, 
and  fuffered  to  fmoke  ;  and  round  this  the 
afcending  fulphureous  vapour  will  become 
perceptible.  I  can  only  account  for  this  effect: 
by  fuppofing  that  a  part  of  the  more  grofs 
fmoke  of  the  tinder  mixes  with  the  fine  va- 
pour, and  thickens  it  fufficiently  to  render  it 
vifible. 

A  rough  path  leads  to  the  boiling  fprings, 
which  are  called  gli  PifciarellL  They  rife  out 
of  the  Monte  Seeco,  or  dry  hill,  and  have  pro- 
bably fome  connection  with  Solfatara :  for,  as 
in  that,  a  fmoke  exhales  here,  out  of  little 
apertures,  which  (hews  the  exiftence  of  ful- 
phur  and  vitriol. 

Thofe,  who  endeavour  to  find  the  hell  of 
Homer  and  Virgil,  with  all  its  ftreams,  on 
earth,  difcover  in  the  pleafant  lake  of  Agnano 
the  river  of  Cocytus ;  in  the  Grotta  del  Cane 
the  cavern  of  Cerberus,  who  was  charmed  to 
fleep  by  a  fop  which  the  Sibyl  had  prepared ; 
the  Styx  in  the  hot  fprings  ;  and,  finally,  that 
the  hypothefis  may  be  in  all  things  complete, 
in  the  Stufe  di  San  Germano^  which  are  vifited 
E  2  by 
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by  the  fick,  the  entrance  to  the  fhades  of 
death :  where,  as  the  Roman  poet  fings, 

Veftibulum  ante  ipfum  primifque  in  faucibus  Orci 
Lucius  et  ultrices  pofuere  cup  ilia  Cures 
Pallenttfyue  habitant  Morbi>  trtflifque  Seneflus, 
Et  Metus  et  male  fuada  Fames ,  ac  turpi s  Egejias, 
Terribiles  vifu  formes  !  Lethumque,  Labofque  -, 
Turn  ccnfangitineus  Leiln  Sopor,  et  mala  mentis 
Gaudia  ;  mortiferumque  adverfo  in  limine  Bellum, 
Ferreique  Eumenidum  thalamic  et  Difcordia  dement 
Viper  cum  crinem  vittis  innexa  cruentis. 

ViRG.  JEn.  vi.  273. 

Juft  in  the  gate,  and  in  the  jaws  of  hell, 

Revengeful  Cares,  and  fullen  Sorrows  dwell ; 

And  pale  Difeafes,  and  repining  Age  ; 

Want,  Fear,  and  Famine,  unrefifted  rage  •, 

Here  Toils,  and  Death,  and  Death's  half-brother,  Sleep, 

Forms  terrible  to  view,  their  fentry  keep  : 

With  anxious  Pleafures  of  a  guilty  mind, 

Deep  Frauds  before,  and  open  Force  behind  : 

The  Furies'  iron  beds,  and  Strife  that  fnakes 

Her  hilling  trefles,  and  unfolds  her  fnakes. 

Dryden,  v.  384. 

This  beautiful  paffage  of  the  poet  has  beeri 
applied  to  the  vapour  baths  with  much  acute- 
nefs,  but  with  little  judgment. 

I  need  not  repeat  what  I  have  already  faid, 
concerning  tne  abfurdity  of  that  opinion  that 

fuppofes 
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iuppofes  the  whole  empire  of  Death,  with 
the  Elyfian  fields,  which  another  fun  and  other 
{tars  illumine — 

■        -  Sol  em  que  fuum,fua  fidera  mrunt  >  — 

are  to  be  found  on  earth  ;  in  the  lake  A  ver- 
mis, the  vineyards  of  the  dead  fea,  and  where 
the  dead  of  all  Baise  were  buried.  I  would 
only  advife  you  to  turn  to  the  map  of  thefe 
countries,  and  follow  the  poet  through  all  his 
labyrinths  :  I  mean  follow  him  if  you  can. 

The  lake  of  Avernus  is  very  near  Cumre  : 
but  the  vejlibulum  of  Orcus  is  more  than  a 
German  mile  diftant. 

The  noble  Mantuan  bard,  when  he  lived 
in  Naples,  certainly  had  often  praifed  the  lake 
of  Agnano  in  fabulous  fong  ;  and  had  vifited 
its  bowers.  But  why  compare  this  lovely  lake 
to  the  hateful  Cocytus  ?  Why  did  they  not 
difcover,  fince  they  were  bent  on  difcovery, 
that  which  the  fagacious  poet  had  concealed 
deep  in  earth  and  darknefs  ? 

 Alt  a  terra  et  caligine     ■  ■ 

Why,  I  fay,  did  they  not,  among  the  groves 
of  this  lake,  difcover  the  fields  where  the  fouls 
of  lovers  ftray  ;  and  meet  in  them  the  wan- 
E  3  dering 
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dering  fhade  of  Dido,  with  her  frefh  bleeding 
wounds  ?  But  they  were  determined  to  find 
that  of  which  nothing  but  blind  curiofrty 
would  have  gone  in  fearch. 

A  tolerably  fleep  hill  feparates  the  banks 
of  the  Agnano  from  the  deep  valley  of  AJlrunu 
The  profpeft  from  the  top  of  this  hill,  as  well 
toward  the  lake  as  the  valley,  is  very  pleafant. 
It  is  furrounded  by  leffer  heights,  and  fhaded 
by  the  oak,  the  prickly  oak,  and  the  chefnut 
tree. 

Here  the  wild  boars,  many  of  which  we 
faw,  meet  with  excellent  pafture.  The  King 
frequently  diverts  himfelf  with  hunting  in 
this  valley  ;  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a 
charming  lake,  and  a  little  pool  that  has  pro- 
bably been  feparated  from  the  lake  by  an  earth- 
quake. 

A  gentle  heart  enlivening  calm  is  felt,  as 
well  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of  Agnano  as 
in  the  whole  of  thefe  friendly  regions.  No 
object  here  reminds  you  of  the  vicinity  of  a 
great  city,  which  is  inhabited  by  nearly  half 
a  million  of  people.  All  breathes  that  foft 
repofe  which  many  confider  as  an  empty 
found ;  but  without  which  the  few,  who  feel 
it,  confider  the  pleafures  that  the  crowd  en* 

deavour 
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deavour  to  difcover  in  ftrife  and  ambition  as 
empty  indeed,  and  frantic.  Happy  are  they 
who  hear  the  warning  voice  of  peace  and  re- 
pofe!  They  behold  ever  youthful  Joy 
efcaping  from  clamour  and  tears,  and  flying 
to  the  arms  of  Wifdom  ;  as  to  a  tender  mo- 
ther, whofe  charms  are  concealed  from  the 
prophane.  They  fhun  the  din  and  tumult 
of  the  world  :  but  they  welcome  their  fym- 
pathetic  friends,  and  lead  them  to  their  bowers 
of  delight, 


LETTER  LXIX. 

Naples,  xoth  March  1792. 

Although  on  our  voyage  we 

had  feveral  times  pafTed  very  near  to  the  pro- 
montory of  Mifenum,  yet  we  had  left  it  with- 
out paying  it  a  vifit  ;  becaufe  we  intended  to 
dedicate  a  day  to  this  purpofe,  having  pro- 
mifed  ourfelves  very  delightful  views  from  its 
charming  fituation.  Accordingly,  we  yefter- 
day  took  boat,  to  fulfill  our  intentions. 

£  4  The 
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The  waves  ran  high,  the  wind  was  againft 
us,  and  our  boatmen  coafted  along  the  Pofi- 
lipo  :  the  high  and  projecting  cape  of  which 
divides  the  bay  of  Naples,  that  extends  from 
the  promontory  of  Mafia,  formerly  the  pro- 
montory of  Minerva,  to  that  of  Mifenum. 

The  appearance  of  the  Pofilipo  is  various 
and  delightful ;  and  we  continued  our  route 
through  the  fmall  ftrait,  by  which  it  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  ifland  of  Nifida.  W e  then 
fteered  along  the  winding  coaft  of  Pozzuoli 
and  Baise,  and  navigated  the  pafiage  cut  in  the 
rock  through  the  leffer  cape  ;  which,  with 
the  long  promontory  of  Mifenum,  had  formed 
the  haven  where,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus, 
a  great  part  of  the  Roman  fleet  lay.  Probably, 
Agrippa  cut  through  thefe  rocks,  when  he 
built  the  haven,  to  afford  fmall  veffels  a  quick 
paffage  from  Baias  to  Mifenum  ;  and  probably 
the  pafiage  was  cut  by  the  fucceffors  of  Au- 
guftus.  I  am  inclined  to  afcribe  the  work  to 
Lucullus,  who  delighted  in  undertakings  of 
this  kind,  and  who  had  a  country  houfe  in 
Baiae  as  well  as  in  Mifenum.  The  rocky 
holes  here  are  called,  both  by  the  country 
people  and  the  mariners,  \\izgrotta  degli  fpirti: 
the  grotto  of  ghofts. 

This 
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This  haven  has  been  miftakenly  confounded, 
by  fome  Italian  authors,  with  the  Julian  haven. 
They  are  near  to  each  other,  and  both  were 
the  work  of  Auguftus ;  or  more  properly  of 
Agrippa. 

The  frequently  projecting  now  high  now 
level  cape,  which,  with  its  fmall  and  low  neck, 
forms  a  part  of  the  round  and  every  where 
fteep  hill  of  Mifenum,  runs  farther  into  the 
fea  than  the  Pofilipo,  is  waflied  by  the  roaring 
and  foaming  waves,  and  feparates  the  bay  of 
Naples  from  the  bay  of  Gaeta.  The  coafts 
and  iflands  feem  carved  and  interfered  with 
fo  playful  a  hand  that  they  every  where  com- 
municate, even  to  Italy  itfelf,  a  peculiar  and 
enchanting  grandeur. 

Some  remains  may  ftill  be  feen  of  the  an- 
tient  town  of  Mifenum.  The  hill  in  moft 
parts  is  dug  in  hollows,  and  you  proceed  from 
one  rocky  vault  to  another.  It  is  fuppofed 
that  the  Romans  had  a  water  ciftern  here : 
perhaps  they  likewife  had  their  baths.  The 
wind  being  againfl  us,  we  were  later  than  we 
expected  ;  and  therefore  forbore  to  vifit  the 
cavern  by  the  light  of  torches.  This  cavern 
is  fometimes  called  La  Grotta  Dragonara  :  at 
others  Traconnariq. 

We 
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We  went  up  the  hill,  and  found  parts  of  it 
planted  with  vine  bowers  and  fig  trees.  To- 
ward the  top,  we  met  with  many  aromatic 
plants,  growing  wild  ;  and,  oftener  than  the 
reft,  the  caBus  opuntla ;  or  the  Indian  fig  and 
the  aloe.  Thefe  exotics  of  our  green  houfes 
were  here  growing  wild.  Here  too  we  faw, 
on  their  tall  ftems,  the  gilded  aloe  flowers  of 
the  foregoing  fummer,  higher  than  thofe 
whofe  periodical  blowing  is  advertifed  in  our 
newfpapers  ;  and  which  the  lovers  of  Botany, 
allured  from  all  parts,  will  make  long  jour- 
neys to  fee.  We  met  with  the  fame  plant  on 
the  Pofilipo  ;  and  likewife  with  a  kind  of  tree 
which  none  of  us  knew,  the  great  beauty  and 
peculiar  form  of  which  attracted  our  atten- 
tion. 

From  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  is  almoft  an 
ifland,  we  overlooked  the  cape  ;  and  beheld 
Baias,  Bauli,  the  Dead  Sea,  the  lake  of  Fufaro, 
the  Monte  Muovo,  the  hill  of  Gaurus,  Poz- 
zuoli,  Solfatara,  the  caftle  of  Sanf  Elmo,  which 
lies  beyond  Naples,  the  high  monaftery  of  Go- 
maletolt,  the  ifland  of  Nifida,  the  promontory 
of  Pofilipo,  Mount  Vefuvius,  the  whole  coaft 
of  Sorento,  the  ifland  of  Capri,  and,  in  the 
bay  of  Gaeta,  the  iflands  of  Procida,  Ifchia, 

and 
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and  Ventotiene.  Add,  to  all  thefe,  the  charms 
of  the  fea,  and  the  delights  of  a  climate  in 
which,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  the  fig  and 
the  vine  are  unfolding  their  beauties.  On  the 
7th,  I  had  feen  the  tops  of  the  poplar,  befide 
the  lake  of  Agnano,  covered  with  young  fo- 
liage. The  grafs  of  the  meadows  has  long 
been  green.  The  medicago  arborea*  and  the 
fpartium^  with  its  beautiful  yellow  papilio- 
naceous flower,  whofe  form  delights  the  fight 
and  its  odour  the  fmell,  are  in  full  bloom. 

This  hill  was  called  the  promontory  of 
Mifenum  as  early  as  Livy.  According  to 
fome,  Mifenus  was  one  of  the  companions 
of  Ulyfles :  according  to  Virgil,  who  has  an 
antient  tradition  in  fupport  of  his  opinion, 

 ghto  non  prajlantior  alter 

JEre  ciere  viros  martemque  accendere  cantu. 


*  The  cytifus  of  Virgil.  It  is  like  wife  called  cyiifus 
marantha ;  and  muft  not  be  confounded  with  our  cytifus 
labernum  of  the  gardens,  which  alfo  grows  wild  in  the 
fouth  of  Italy.  The  medicago  has  a  refemblance  to  our 
garden  fhrub  colutea.  I  faw  fingle  flowers  the  whole 
winter  through,  in  the  country  round  Rome.  The  leaves 
of  this  plant  were  held  by  the  antients  to  be  the  beft  of 
fpdder,    Sec  Vofs's  Virgil,  Geo.  ii.  431. 

Heclorh 
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HeBoris  hie  magnifuerat  comes,  HeElorn  circum 
Et  littio  pugnas  i?ifig?iis  obibat  et  kajl.i. 

Virg.  JEn.  vi.  164. 

 none  forenown'd, 

The  warrior  trumpet  in  the  field  to  found  : 
With  breathing  brafs  to  kindle  fierce  alarms 
And  roufe  to  dare  their  fate,  in  honourable'  arms. 
He  ferv'd  great  Hector ;  and  was  ever  near, 
Not  with  his  trumpet  only,  but  his  fpear. 

Dkyden,  ^En.  v.  243. 

While  iEneas  was  voting  the  Sibyl  of 
Curn.se,  Miienus  was  milling. 

Sed  turn  forte  cava  dum  perjonat  aquora  concha^ 
Demens  et  cantu  vocat  in  certamina  Divos; 
/Emulus  exceptum  ~Tritony  ft  credere  dignum  eji9 
Inter faxa  virwn  fpumoja  immerferat  unda. 

Virg.  JEn.  vi.  171. 

Swoln  with  applaufe,  and  aiming  ftill  at  more, 
He  now  provokes  the  fea-gods  from  the  more  j 
With  envy  Triton  heard  the  martial  found, 
And  the  bold  champion  for  his  challenge  drown'd, 
Then  call  his  mangled  carcafe  on  the  ftrand, 

Dryden,  v.  25  X.. 

The  Sibyl  announced  to  iEneas  the  death 
of  one  of  his  companions  ;  and,  while  he  and 
the  faithful  Achates^  who  had  accompanied 
him  on  his  vifit  to  the  prophetefs,  were  be- 
wailing 
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walling  the  lofs  of  a  comrade,  and  wondering 
who  it  could  be  that  the  Sibyl  meant,  they  dis- 
covered Mifenus. 

He  was  folemnly  buried  by  iEneas  under 
this  mountain,  as  the  poet  thus  relates  : 

Jt  plus  /Eneas  ingenti  mole  fepulchrum 
Imponit,  fuaque  arma  viro,  remumque,  tubanique, 
Monte  fub  aerio,  qui  nunc  Mifenus  ab  illo 
Dicitur>  aternumque  tenet  per  facula  nomen, 

Virg.  iEn.  vi.  232. 

But  good  iEneas  order'd  on  the  more 
'  A  ftately  tomb  -y  whofe  top  a  trumpet  bore  : 
A  foJdier's  fauchion,  and  a  feaman's  car. 
Thus  was  his  friend  interred :  and  deathlefs  fame 
Still  to  the  lofty  cape  confignshis  name. 

Dryden,  v.  331. 

And  frill  it  continues  to  be  called  77  Capo 
Mifeno  :  or  Monte  Mifeno.  We  neglected  to 
vifit  the  frefh  fpring,  which  rifes  before  the 
hill  out  of  the  fea. 

We  failed  back  with  a  pleafant  wind,  and 
merrily  compared  the  black  woollen  fail  of 
our  boat  to  the  black  fail  with  which  Thefeus, 
forgetting  the  promife  he  had  made  to  his 
father,  failed  back  from  Crete,  to  Athens,  after 
he  had  flain  the  Minotaur. 

One  of  our  boatmen,  who  no  doubt  had 

drunk 
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drunk  too  much  at  Mifeno,  fuddenly  let  a  rope 
go,  belonging  to  the  fail,  which  he  held  in  his 
hand ;  and  the  motion  of  the  boat,  from  the 
high  wave,  was  fo  quick  that  we  fhipped  a 
quantity  of  water :  in  fo  much  that,  had  it 
but  dipped  an  inch  deeper,  it  feemed  as  if  we 
fliould  all  have  perifhed. 


LETTER  LXX. 


Naples,  15th  March  J  792. 

1  RIBUNES  of  the  people  and 
<c  Quirites,  this  is  the  anniverfary  of  the  day 
"  on  which,  in  the  open  field,  I  fortunately 
"  fought  in  Africa,  againft  Hannibal  and  the 
tc  Carthaginians.  It  is  but  juft  that  difputes 
"  and  calumny  fliould  ceafe,  on  fuch  a  day.  I 
"  fliall  therefore  go  from  this  to  the  Capitol, 
"  there  to  worfhip  the  great  Jupiter,  Juno, 
"  Minerva,  and  the  other  gods  ;  and  pay  them 
"  my  thanks,  for  that  they,  on  this  day,  and 
"  on  other  fimilar  occafions,  have  given  me 
"  the  power  and  the  underftanding  to  guard 

"  the 
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u  the  fafety  of  the  republic.  Quirites,  who- 
"  ever  among  you  mall  think  proper,  follow 
"  me ;  and  entreat  the  gods  to  give  you 
"  leaders  like  me,  who,  from  my  feventeenth 
"  year  to  the  prefent  hour,  if  my  deeds  have 
"  been  rewarded  by  the  honours  you  have 
"  conferred,  have  made  my  deeds  more  than 
**  deferve  thofe  honours  and  thofe  rewards." 

Thus  fpoke  Fublius  Scipio  Africanus  :  dif- 
daining  to  anfwer  the  vile  flanders,  brought 
againft  him  by  mean  demagogues.    He  rofe 
from  the  tribune,  and  afcended  the  Capitol ; 
and  the  whole  affembly  followed.    The  tri- 
bunes were  deferted  by  their  very  clerks,  and 
public  fervants  ;  and  remained  behind,  with 
Haves,  and  malcontents,  and  the  public  accufer. 
Scipio  proceeded,  attended  by  the  people,  not 
only  to  the  Capitol  but  through  the  city ; 
vifiting  all  the  temples  of  the  gods.  There 
was  more  folemnity  in  the  protection  afforded 
him  by  his  fellow  citizens  on  this  day,  and  in 
that  grandeur  of  character  by  which  it  had 
been  deferved,  than  on  that  in  which,  after  his 
victories  over  the  Carthaginians  and  Syphax, 
he  entered  Rome  in  triumph. 

The  tribunes  appointed  a  new  day  to  hear 
the  accufers  of  the  hero,  who  was  fully  deter- 
mined 
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mined  not  to  appear  a  fecond  time.  They 
expected  much  from  the  confederation  in 
Which  their  fellow  tribune,  Tiberius  Sem- 
pronius  Gracchus,  was  held  :  he  who  was  the 
father  of  the  Gracchi,  who  were  both  but  too 
famous  for  the  repofe  of  Rome.  But  Sem- 
pronius,  though  the  enemy  of  Scipio,  honour- 
ing his  great  qualities,  heroically  became  his 
admirer. 

"  I  will  not,"  faid  he,  "  fuffer  Publius 
u  Scipio  to  be  accufed  before  he  returns  to 
"  Rome :  and  even  then,  mould  he  demand 
"  it,  I  will  be  his  defender.  Scipio  has  attain- 
€t  ed  fo  high  a  degree  of  glory,  by  the  deeds 
"  he*  has  achieved  and  the  dignities  he  has 
"  acquired,  favoured  as  he  is  by  Gods  and 
"  men,  that  greater  difgrace  would  alight  upon 
"  the  Roman  people  than  upon  Scipio,  were 
"  he  to  ftand  in  the  Forum  as  a  man  accufed, 
"  liftening  to  the  infults  and  calumnies  of 
"  boys  *."  After  this  honourable  incident, 
Scipio  continued  to  live  at  Liternum. 

We  yefterday  vifited  this  place,  which  is 
denoted  by  a  large  ftone  tower,  called  Torre 
di  Patria.  The  word  Patrla^  it  mould  feem, 
was  found  written  on  this  tower,  as  the  re- 

*  Liv.  lib.  xxxviii.  cap.  51,  52,  53. 

mainder 
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mainder  of  an  antient  infcription  :  Ingrata 
p atria ^  ne  qaidem  ojja  mea  babes: — Ungrateful 
country,  thou  (halt  not  have  my  bones !  No 
trace  of  this  infcription  is  now  to  be  found. 
If  it  ever  really  were  there,  it  muft,  like  the 
tower,  have  been  of  later  ages  ;  and  this  build- 
ing cannot  have  been  more  early  than  the 
Saracens.  I  confider  it  as  of  much  later  date  : 
for  it  is  known  that  the  Emperor,  Charles  the 
Fifth,  caufed  thofe  towers  to  be  built,  which 
are  frequently  feen  along  the  fea  coart,  as 
watch  towers,  to  guard  againft  the  corfairs. 

It  was  even  contefted,  in  the  time  of  Livy, 
whether  Scipio  died  at  and  was  buried  in 
Rome,  or  Liternum  :  but,  as  hiftory  makes  no 
mention  of  his  return,  and  as  the  veil  of  filence 
is  caft  over  the  laft  years  of  this  gr^at  man, 
except  that  it  wTas  faid  he  gave  orders  when 
dying  to  be  buried  at  his  country  feat,  and  to 
have  a  tomb  ere&ed  there,  becaufe  he  would 
not  be  interred  in  his  ungrateful  country,  it 
appears  probable  that  he  actually  was  buried  at 
Liternum  *. 

The 

*  Silentium  delnde  de  Africano  futU  Vitam  Literm  egit 
fine  defiderio  urbis.  Morientem  rure  eo  ipfo  loco  fepetiri  fe 
.jujjijfe  ferunt,  monumentumque  ibi  adificari,  ne  funus  fibi  in 
ingrata  patria  Jieret, 

Vol.  III.  F  There 
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The  grave  of  Scipio  was  difcovered  fomc 
years  ago,  but  not  his  afhes ;  and  there  was 
a  fable  in  the  time  of  Pliny  *  that  a  dragon 
guarded  his  manes,  in  a  cavern  at  Liternum. 
The  tradition,  which  has  delcended  from  age 
to  age,  that  this  was  his  burial  place,  does  not 
appear  to  me  to  be  fabulous.  Be  that  as  it 
will,  if  this  were  the  place  which  Scipio  chofe 
for  his  refidence,  it  would  be  more  interefting 
to  me  than  if  it  were  the  place  of  his  inter- 
ment. 

The  place  is  now  called  P  atria ;  and  the 
lake,  which  was  antiently  the  marfti  of  Liter- 
num, Lago  di  Patria.  The  lake  is  fmall  at 
its  entrance ;  and  there  is  a  ferry  that  mull 
be  pafled  to  go  to  the  tower,  which  ftands 
on  a  fandy  fhore  that  is  overgrown  with  low 
laurel  bufhes,  myrtles,  rofemary,  the  maftic, 
the  juniper  tree,  and  an  uncommon  fpecies  of 


There  was  no  more  mention  made  of  Scipio  Afri- 
canus.  He  lived  at  Liternum,  without  vifiting  Rome ; 
and  it  was  faid  that,  dying  at  his  country  feat,  it  was  his 
command  that  he  mould  be  buried  at  this  place-,  and 
that  a  monument  mould  be  erected  there,  that  his  body 
,  might  no  more  be  brought  to  his  ungrateful  country. 
Liv.  lib.  xxxviii.  cap.  53. 

*  Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  lib.  xvi.  cap.  44. 

6  honey- 
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honeyfuckle.  On  each  fide  of  the  lake,  re- 
mains may  be  feen  of  antient  Liternum  ;  and, 
on  the  fide  next  Naples,  the  land  is  very- 
fruitful.  Excellent  water  melons  are  produced 
here,  in  furnmer  ;  and  we  found  the  tacet,  the 
ranunculus,  and  a  late^  but  very  high  coloured' 
and  ftrong  fcented,  kind  of  violet.  The  fweet 
pea  is  now  in  bloom.  The  water  of  the  lake 
is  troubled,  and  has  a  brackifh  tafte  :  but  there 
is  a  clear  and  frefh  fpring,  that  bubbles  up 
under  a  wild  fig  tree,  out  of  the  bed  of  the 
lake. 

On  this  fide  of  the  lake,  we  likewife  find 
fome  antient  tombs ;  out  of  one  of  which  a 
pillar  of  white  marble  has  lately  been  dug, 
and  fent  to  Averfa.  One  of  them  had  an 
arched  entrance  ;  and  this  may  probably  be  the 
fepulchre  of  the  great  Scipio :  the  cavern  in 
which  the  fabulous  dragon  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  feen,  ftationed  there  to  watch  his 
manes. 

Patria  is  a  long  German  mile  beyond  Ctimae. 
The  road  from  thence  leads  through  Poz- 
zuoli ;  and  through  the  antient  gate  of  Cum^, 
which  is  called  Arco  Felice,  From  Patria  there 
is  a  view  over  the  whole  bay  of  Gaeta  $  and 
F  3  the 
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the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Ifchia  heightens 
the  uncommon  charms  of  the  profpecT;. 

To  the  north  there  is  a  foreft  ;  which  was 
notorious,  in  the  time  of  the  antients,  becaufe 
of  the  robbers  by  which  it  was  infefted.  The 
chiefs  of  thefe  robbers  frequently  pafled  this 
way,  that  they  might  look  at  the  great  Scipio  ¥. 

The  air  of  Patria  in  fummer  is  very  noxious ; 
and  mtoft  of  the  country  people  live  at  a 
diftauce  from  thefe  fields.  The  country  houfe 
of  Scipio,  if  immediately  on  the  fea  more, 
might  be  lefs  expofed  to  the  bad  qualities  of 
the  air:  or  it  might  have  become  injurious 
in  later  times,  when  the  overflowing  of  the 
Clanius^  or  Lagno,  had  mingled  its  waters  with 
the  fea.  However,  we  find  that,  at  leaft  in 
Virgil's  time,  the  river  often  overflowed  its 
banks. 

Vac  ids  Clanius  ?ion  aquus  Acerris  f. 

Virg.  Geor.  ii.  225. 

And  fuch  a  country  could  Accrra  boafl, 
Till  C.auius  overflowed  til'  unhappy  coaft. 

Dryden,  307. 


*  Val.  M?x.  ii.  Nr.  2. 

\  The  lake  was  called  Clanius >  and  Cianfa* 

Various 
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Various  antient  tombs  are  feen  between 
Patria  and  Cumx.  We  moflly  paffed  through 
very  fertile  fields  of  wheat,  or  of  the  fweet 
pea.  High  elms  were  planted  in  rows  over 
all  of  them ;  and  thefe  trees  were  the  fupport 
of  the  vine.  The  vineyards  impart  the  great- 
eft  charm  to  the  country  of  which  a  country 
can  be  capable.  Among  them  wre  likewife 
faw  fig  trees,  that  are  now  in  leaf;  and  the 
peach  and  apricot  in  bloom.  High  ladders 
were  reared  againft  the  elms,  and  the  people 
were  employed  in  trimming  the  vine. 

The  cattle  of  this  country  are  of  a  light 
grey  colour ;  as  in  the  States  of  the  Church, 
and  in  Tufcany  :  but  they  are  diftinguifhed 
from  the  cattle  of  thefe  countries  by  their  long 
legs.  Neither  have  the  oxen  fuch  prodigious 
horns  as  in  the  Campagna  di  Roma.  The 
goats  and  fheep  are  handfome ;  and  I  have 
fince  feen  other  fheep  (till  more  handfome,  in 
Lombardy  and  MoJena. 

When  I  fee  the  goats  browfing  among  the 
leafy  rocks,  how  frequently  do  I  remember 
the  beautiful  complaint  of  the  countryman  of 
Virgil,  who  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  houfe 
and  field  to  a  foldier ! 

F3  IH 
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Ite  me<£,  fclix  quondam  pecus  !  ite  capclles  I 
Ncn  ego  vqs  poflhaCy  viridi  prcjeclus  in  antro^ 
Dumofa  pendere  procul  de  rape  videbo  ! 

Virg.  Eel.  i.  75. 

Farewell,  my  paftures,  my  paternal  {lock : 
My  fruitful  fields,  and  my  more  fruitful  floek  ! 
No  more,  my  goats,  fhall  I  behold  you  climb 
The  lleepy  cliffs,  or  crop  the  flov/'ry  thyme  ! 

Drtdf.n,  icz. 


LETTER  LXXI. 

Naples,  1 8th  March  179^. 

No  country  can  well  be  richer  than 
this,  in  antiquities  of  different  kinds.  We 
every  where  dilcover  remains  of  the  Greeks, 
which  were  even  honoured  and  admired  by 
their  conquerors,  thofe  ravagers  of  mankind, 
the  Romans.  A  knowledge  of  Grecian  hiftory 
will  often  point  out  traces  of  times  in  which 
Rome,  that  gulph  of  nations,  was  unknown 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  of  Italy  :  confe- 
quently  to  the  Greeks — of  times  in  which 
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Rome,  if  we  date  its  foundation  from  the  era 
of  Romulus,  was  not  in  exigence. 

Legends  more  early  have  been  adopted  by 
poets,  and  received  the  embellifhments  of 
poetry.  Here  the  grand  annals  of  nature  are 
always  open,  but  feldom  read  ;  and  more  fel- 
dom  underftood,  by  die  friend  of  natural 
hiftory.  Subterranean  fixes,  at  different  pe- 
riods, have  fhaken  this  wronderful  theatre, 
which  has  been  fubjecT:  to  fo  many  changes. 
The  lofty  cape  of  Pofilipo,  projecting  far  into 
the  fea,  confifts  of  volcanic  matter.  Here  we 
find  mountains  that  have  funk ;  and  there 
mountains  that  have  arifen.  Herculaneum, 
one  of  the  mod  antient  Greek  towns  of  Italy, 
was  firft  difcovered  in  the  prefent  century. 
Portici  and  Refina  ftand  built  over  the  roofs 
of  its  houfes  ;  which  lay  obfcured,  ingu!phed, 
and  undifcovered,  more  than  feventeen  centu- 
ries :  and  each  of  thefe  places  is  daily  in  dan- 
ger of  being  fhaken  and  ingulphed  like  Her- 
culaneum. Children  of  a  future  generation 
perhaps  will  rife  up,  and  build  over  their 
ruins,  and  afcend  to  the  third  ftory,  over  thofe 
who  now  live  in  the  fecond  :  like  as  Her- 
culaneum, the  ground  floor,  was  inhabited  till 
the  firft  year  of  the  reign  of  Titus. 

F  4  la 
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In  the  fame  year,  the  79th  after  the  birth  of 
Chrift,  the  antient  town  of  Pompeii  was  in 
like  manner  deftroyed.  Pompeii  was  not 
fituated  immediately  where  the  difcharge  from 
Mount  Vefuvius  was  the  greateft  ;  fo  that  it 
was  overwhelmed  with  an  equally  deftrucYive, 
but  not  an  equally  high,  hill  of  allies:  though 
high  enough  to  fill  up,  and  cover,  the  ftreets 
and  houfes ;  and  to  fuller  the  town  to  remain 
feventeen  hundred  years  unnoticed  beneath 
the  heap. 

The  founding  of  Pompeii,  like  that  of  Her- 
culaneum,  was  afcribed  to  Hercules.  It  feems 
to  have  received  its  name  from  his  triumphant 
return  with  the  cattle,  which  he  brought  out 
of  Spain  to  Greece :  cctto  TojuLwns  tmv  feomv* 
That  account  however  is  the  mod  probable, 
which  tells  us  that  Pompeii,  as  well  as  Herr 
culaneum,  was  firfl  inhabited  by  the  0/27, 
then  by  the  Tyrrkeni  and  Pelafgi,  and  afterr 
ward  by  the  Sammies ;  who,  like  other  con-: 
querors,  probably  were  expelled  by  the  inha? 
bitants  of  one  of  the  neighbouring  Greek 
towns  *. 

Like  as  this  town  had  been  fuhject  to  poli- 
tical revolutions,  fo  did  it  afford  manifeft 

*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant, 
4  fckens 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  7i 

tokens  of  the  revolutions  of  nature  previous 
to  that  deftructive  eruption  of  the  year  79, 
which  concealed  it  from  the  fight  of  man. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  antients  did  not 
understand  thofe  tokens,  which  are  fo  indubi^ 
table.  The  houfes  were  for  the  mofl  part  built 
on  a  hill;  which  hill  confifts  of  volcanic 
matter ;  and  the  ftreets,  like  the  Appian  way, 
were  paved  with  lava. 

The  fituation  of  Pompeii  is  pleafant.  It  lies 
a.  full  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  fea,  and  half 
a  league  from  Cajlell  a  Mare:  the  antient 
'StaH&y.  which  was  built  under  the  hills  at 
the  fouth  angle  of  the  bay  of  Naples. 

The  fertility  of  the  land,  aided  by  the  mild- 
nefs  of  the  climate,  affords  the  productions  of 
earth  in  fuperior  beauty  and  rich  profufion.  I 
yefterday  faw  rofe  buds,  beginning  to  bloflbm, 
in  the  court  of  an  antient  villa  near  Pompeii; 
and,  in  the  garden  of  the  villa,  the  double 
gillyflower  and  the  variegated  pea,  lathyrns> 
are  in  bloom.  Here  and  there,  I  faw  fields 
of  wheat,  beginning  to  ear;  and  mofl  of  the 
trees,  which  fhed  their  leaves  in  autumn,  have 
not  yet  fhed  them  here.  After  the  manner  of 
the  country,  the  fields  are  planted  with  trees 
and  vines  in  regular  rows. 

We 
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We  met  with  a  broad  bed  of  lava,  between 
Portici  and  Pompeii ;  which,  in  the  year  1767, 
fuddenly  gufhed  from  two  hills,  Handing  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Vefuvius,  and  ran  into  the 
fea.  Similar  eruptions  may  have  contributed 
to  give  new  limits  to  the  fea.  In  fact,  it  ap- 
pears that  Pompeii  once  lay  immediately  on 
the  fea  fhore.  Livy  relates  that,  in  the  year 
440  after  the  building  of  Rome,  and  330  be- 
fore the  birth  of  Chrift,  a  Romifh  fquadron 
landed  at  Pompeii.  1  grant  that  we  can  form 
no  eftimate  of  the  antient  extent  of  this  town, 
while  only  fo  fmall  a  part  of  it  fhall  be  unco- 
vered: but,  as  we  do  not  find  in  antient  authors 
Pompeii  defcribed  as  a  very  great  place,  I 
therefore  conjecture  that  the  prefling  forward 
of  the  lava,  and  the  farther  embanking  of  the 
afhes,  may  have  contracted  the  boundaries  of 
the  water. 

All  Pofilipo  took  birth,  in  early  ages,  from 
the  eruptions  of  this  fiery  mountain ;  although 
there  is  no  hiftory  of  the  country  that  men- 
tions any  fuch  event :  but  its  whole  fubftance 
is  volcanic  matter. 

This  volcanic  matter  is  of  very  different 
kinds;  which  muft  be  moft  accurately  ex- 
amined, before  any  true  judgment  can  be 

formed, 
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formed,  from  vegetation  and  its  progrefs,  of 
the  time  when  the  entrails  of  the  mountain 
were  here  difgorged.  Pure  lava  remains  fo 
very  long  unfruitful  that  hundreds,  or  pro- 
bably thoufands  of  years  may  have  paffed 
away;  but  the  drofs  may  much  fooner  moulder 
to  earth,  or  be  mixed  with  the  foil.  Whoever 
would  eftimate  the  different  relations,  between 
the  lava  and  the  fcoria^  muft  take  into  the  ac- 
count tke  different  fubftances  of  different  lavas; 
and  likewife  the  different  fcoria^  drofs,  and 
afhes.  A  novice  myfelf  in  natural  biftory,  I 
know  not  whether  the  fcience  of  the  greater! 
adepts  will  be  fufficient  to  folve  fo  perplexed  a 
problem.  Of  the  reality  of  the  many  kinds  of 
lava,  and fcoria,  my  own  eyes  have  convinced 
pie. 

The  eruption  of  the  year  1767  appears  to 
have  emitted  much  more  fcoria  than  lava; 
and  more  afhes  than  fcoria.  The  broad  bed, 
which  it  produced,  already  begins  here  and 
there  to  be  fcattered  with  vegetation.  It  is 
known  how  much  the  growth  and  decay  of 
grafs  contributes  to  the  growth  of  greater 
plants.  The  tender  ramifications  of  the  roots 
bind  together  the  materials  round  which  they 

entwine ; 
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entwine;  and  the  putrefcence  of  little  plants 
promotes  the  vegetation  of  greater. 

We  alighted  from  our  carriage  at  that  part 
of  the  town  which  was  firft  difcovered  ;  and 
here  we  faw  a  large  fquare  place,  the  interior 
of  which  contained  pillars  of  mafly  grandeur, 
and  the  outer  part  confided  of  buildings.  A 
deep  tiled  gutter  defcended  from  the  flat  roofs 
of  the  houfes,  which  were  higher  than  the 
pillars,  and  contributed  to  form  a  covered 
way:  but  thefe  pent-houfes,  as  well  as  the 
roofs  themfelves,  are  overloaded  with  the  afhes 
of  Vefuvius.  The  guttered  pent-houfes  that 
have  been  difcovered  are  large,  flrong,  and 
handfomely  conftructed.  The  pillars  are  of 
flate-ftone  ;  the  decorations  are  of  the  Doric 
order,  and  covered  below  with  a  deep  red, 
and  above  with  a  white,  plaifter.  This  plaifter, 
both  in  colour  and  polifh,  is  aftonifhingly  well 
preferved  :  but  it  increafes  that  impreflion  of 
infignificance  which  thefe  pillars  produce  ;  and 
which,  beyond  doubt,  were  the  work  of  the 
Romans. 

This  place,  and  the  houfes  that  enclofe  it, 
are  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  quar- 
ters of  the  Roman  foldiers.    Others  maintain 

that 
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that  the  place  was  the  Forum ;  and  that  the 
furrounding  places  were  built  for  fhops* 

Near  this  place  are  the  ruins  of  a  large 
theatre ;  which  is  likewife  fuppofed  by  fo me 
to  have  been  intended  for  the  Roman  foldiers. 
An  amphitheatre  would  have  rendered  this 
opinion  more  probable :  though  the  amphi- 
theatres, which  were  built  by  the  Romans  in 
the  provinces,  were  not  folely  deftined  to 
the  recreation  of  the  foldiers. 

There  is  a  Roman  infcription  on  a  project- 
ing wall  connected  with  the  theatre ;  which 
wall  was  likewife  part  of  a  theatre  of  another 
kind,  that  is  concealed  under  the  hill  of  the 
prefent  unremoved  rubbifh.    It  was  called  an 
Odeum.   I  know  not  whether  any  antiquarian 
have  accurately  defined  the  idea  that  the  an- 
tients  annexed < to  the  word  Odeum,  which  is 
evidently  derived  from  the  Greek  word  <y'J^  : 
an  ode,  ballad,  or  fong.    The  Odea  were  no 
doubt  appropriated  to  mufic :  but  who  can 
fay  that  this   Theatrum  tedium,   or  roofed 
theatre,  was  an  Odeum?     It  is  probable; 
but  it  is  not  proved  :   and  only  probable 
becaufe  the  dramatic  reprefentations  of  the 
antients  were  exhibited  in  open  theatres. 
The  Roman  magiftrates,  according  to  the 

cuftom 
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cuftom  of  this  people,  bargained  with  a  con- 
tractor,  a  clafs  cf  men  whom  they  called  re- 
dcmptores^  for  the  building  of  this  theatre  :  as 
the  infeription  terrifies. 

C.  QVINCT1VS.  C.  F.  VALG. 
M.  PORCIVS.  M.  F. 

DVO.  VIR.  DEC.  DECK. 

THEATRVM.  TECTVM. 
FAC.  LOC.  EIDEMQ.  PR  OB. 

( Cajns  ^uwcrlus^  Caji  fdius  Valgius,  Marcus  Porcius, 
Marci  films,  Duoviri  decurioncs  ( or  decurionum  J  decre- 
veruttt  Theatrum  feci  urn,  facer  e  he  a  runt)  eidemque  pro-  ■ 
bar  u  fit.  J 

There  ftill  are  confiderable  remains  of  a 
temple  of  Ifis.  It  is  known  that  the  Egyptian 
idolatries,  and  particularly  the  myftesies  of 
Ifis,  were  frequently  mingled  with  thofe  of  the 
Romans,  frequently  perfecuted,  and  frequently 
endured.  Wine  coagulated,  bread,  and  pre- 
pared fiem,  were  found  in  a  fuppofed  chamber 
of  the  priefts. 

Beyond  all  other  buildings,  for  its  high  an- 
tiquity, which  have  been  difcovered  under  the 
rubbifh  of  Pompeii,  are  the  ruins  of  a  temple : 
the  large  Done  pillars  of  wrhich,  and  their 
chapiters,  denote  the  very  early  time  of  Greek 

art  \ 
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art ;  when,  in  half  rude  fimplicity  and  yet 
unformed,  it  was  full  of  grandeur  and  ftrength  ; 
and,  in  the  true  Doric  fpirit,  difdained  all 
ornament,  as  orfenfive.  This  fame  fpirit 
breathes  in  the  Doric  dialed:  of  Pindar  and 
Theocritus  ;  and,  if  we  may  believe  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  antients,  it  likewife  breathed  in 
the  Doric  mufic. 

This  part  of  the  town  was  terraced  on  un- 
equal ground ;  for  which  reafon,  in  fome 
houfes,  you  go  from  the  ground  floor  on 
one  fide,  without  defcending  a  ftair  cafe,  into 
the  third  ftory  of  the  oppofite  fide. 

The  hill,  againft  which  the  buildings  of  the 
town  leaned,  is  of  volcanic  matter,  and  con- 
tains fcoria ;  among  which  fmall  ftones,  of  the 
fize  of  a  pea,  are  found,  but  which  are  not  all 
fmooth  and  fpherical,  fome  of  them  feeming 
to  have  been  cut,  by  art,  into  four-and-twenty 
equal  faces.  Time,  and  the  matter  of  which 
they  are  compofed,  have  produced  this  cryftal- 
lization.  I  own  I  fufpedted  this  to  be  a  decep- 
tion ;  till,  by  fearching  among  the  drofs,  which 
lies  on  the  little  hill,  I  difcovered  fimilar 
ftones. 

All  the  houfes  have  a  fmall  court,  round 
which  the  chambers  are  built ;  and  all  thefe 

chambers 
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chambers  are  fmall,  and  low.  Some  muft  have' 
been  rather  dark  ;  others  have  many  windows* 
We  found  no  chimney  place  in  any  one  of 
them :  the  fmoke  of  the  kitchen  afcended 
through  a  fmall  aperture,  and  the  kitchens 
were  narrow  and  dark.  The  vapour  bath  was 
generally  next  to  the  kitchen.  The  rooms 
for  the  fiaves  were  below,  near  the  kitchen, 
fmall,  and  dark ;  as  might  well  have  been 
fuppofed,  from  the  fevere  manner  in  which 
the  (laves  were  treated.  The  doors  likewife, 
in  the  upper  apartments,  were  generally  fo  low 
that  you  mud  bend  to  pafs  under  them. 

The  inhabitants  here  muft  have  had  time  to 
fave  themfelves  and  their  furniture,  though 
not  in  Herculaneum  ;  becaufe  this  town  was 
overwhelmed  by  the  deftruction  of  the  moun- 
tain, at  the  foot  of  which  it  flood,  before  it 
was  buried  under  the  lava.  The  few  bones 
and  fkulls,  that  have  been  found  in  Pompeii, 
may  be  thofe  of  perfons  who  were  too  reluc- 
tant in  their  flight :  the  bodies  of  pri Toners, 
Chained  to  one  another,  have  likewife  been 
difcovered.  Time  has  thickened  the  afhes, 
and  coftdenfed  them  to  a  folid  body  ;  and  in 
fome  of  thefe  confolidated  allies  we  were 
{hewn  deep  footfteps. 

The 
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The  chamber,  intended  for  the  cold  bath, 
had  four  niches  :  the  roof  was  in  the  form  of 
a  cone,  and  had  an  opening  in  the  centre ; 
which  probably  was  intended,  as  ftill  may  be 
feen  in  baths  for  the  fick,  to  fcatter  water  in 
ftreams  over  difeafed  limbs. 

In  another  bath,  a  great  number  of  little 
pitchers  of  falve  were  found,  hanging  to  nails. 

In  a  vapour  bath,  we  faw  an  ornamental 
half-round  niche,  vaulted  in  the  form  of  an 
open  fhell.  Sufficient  room  was  left,  between 
the  niche  and  the  wall,  to  fuffer  the  warm 
furrounding  air  to  come  to  the  back  of  the 
niche,  and  perform  its  office. 

We  went  from  this  part  of  the  town  to  an- 
other, which  was  at  fome  diftance  ;  paffing 
among  vineyards  and  over  ftreets,  the  rubbifrv 
of  which  had  not  yet  been  cleared  away. 
The  King  only  fuffers  that  part  of  the  ground 
that  belongs  to  him  to  be  cleared.  The  ex- 
pence  of  purchafing  the  lands,  under  v/hich 
the  antient  town  is  buried,  and  of  the  fields, 
upon  which  the  rubbifh  that  is  carried  away 
muft  be  heaped,  deterred  him  from  purfuing 
the  undertaking  with  greater  ardour  becaufe 
of  the  extravagant  demands  of  their  owners. 

Vol.  III.  G  Seventy- 
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Seventy-five  labourers  are  daily  employed  by 
him  at  this  work. 

We  came  to  two  ftreets  the  houfes  of  which, 
the  roofs  excepted,  were  for  the  greater!:  part 
preferved.  The  ftreets  were  only  fix  paces 
wide  ;  and,  in  the  hard  pavement  of  lava,  you 
perceive  the  deep  ruts  of  wheels.  A  large 
houfe,  that  was  open  in  the  front,  and  before 
the  centre  of  which  there  was  a  high  pedeftal, 
where  probably  the  ftatue  of  an  Emperor 
ftood,  was,  as  it  is  conjectured,  a  cuftom 
houfe-  Another  houfe  appears  as  if  it  had 
been  a  foap  manufactory.  This  conjecture  is 
made  from  the  large  deep  kind  of  vats,  which 
were  cut  in  ftone;  and  from  the  chalk,  which 
we  faw  lying  in  heaps. 

The  floors  of  feveral  houfes  were  inlaid 
with  Mofaic  work  :  the  walls  were  painted, 
and  generally  with  vivid  colours  ;  with  high 
red,  feldom  with  green,  frequently  with  a 
dark  yellow,  but  moft  often  with  a  kind  of 
blue  that  refembles  the  Prufiian  blue. 

On  thefe  floors  fmall  paintings  are  feen  ; 
which,  as  foon  as  they  are  fprinkled  with 
water,  recover  their  original  vivacity,  as  if 
juft  traced  by  the  pencil  :  but  this  continues 

only 
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only  a  few  minutes.  Without  the  aid  of  wa- 
ter, they  are  of  a  dead  colour.  Some  of  the 
landfcapes  are  excellently  touched  ;  and  gar- 
lands of  flowers  ferpentine  with  a  free  and 
tender  air.  Architectural  (ketches  demonflrate 
that  the  rules  of  perfpective  were  not  fo  en- 
tirely unknown,  to  the  antients,  as  is  generally 
believed.  Figures  of  men  and  cattle  are,  in 
part,  very  beautiful  y  and  others,  fufpended  in 
the  air,  are  lovely  and  full  of  grace. 

Thofe,  who  lhould  judge  of  the  ftate  of  the 
arts,  among  the  antients,  from  the  pictures 
found  on  thefe  walls,  would  draw  very  wrong 
conclufions.  How  falfe  would  that  eftimate 
be,  of  the  modern  art  of  painting,  which 
mould  be  made  from  the  pictures  found  in  the 
houfes  of  a  country  town  !  What  would  fol- 
low, were  fuch  an  eftimate  to  be  formed  from 
the  paintings  in  frefco  ;  which  we  meet  with 
in  the  houfes,  cKapels,  and  churches  of  all  the 
towns  of  Italy  ;  inftead  of  examining  the  dig- 
nity and  worth  of  the  immortal  mafters,  whofe 
works  are  in  Genoa,  Parma,  Bologna,  Flo- 
rence, and  Rome  ? 

The  works  of  Zeuxis,  Apelles,  and  Pro- 
togenes,  are  entirely  loft,  Thefe  and  others 
would  be  no  lefs  ineftimable  than  the  works 
G  2  of 
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of  the  great  fculptors,  Phidias,  Praxiteles,  and 
Lyfippus  :  though  it  is  probable  that  no  work 
of  theirs  is  now  to  be  found.  The  labours 
of  leulptors  of  an  inferior  order,  among  the 
antients,  have  never  yet  been  equalled  by  our 
mod  famous  artifts. 

The  truth  is  that  the  honour  of  the  mo- 
dern duffel  has  never  equalled  the  fame  of 
the  modem  pencil]  but  has  remained  at  a  mor- 
tifying diftance. 

Thefe  trifling  pictures  however  are  fome 
proof,  in  favour  of  the  art  of  painting  among 
the  antients.  It  is  not  unjuft  to  judge  of 
great  things  by  fmall.  If  the  works  of  the 
daubers  of  a  country  town,  which  had  long 
been  rather  Roman  than  Grecian,  could  attain 
fo  much  expreilion,  and  fo  many  graces,  what 
was  the  exalted  degree  of  beauty,  which  had 
been  attained  by  the  early  matters  of  a  fa- 
vourite art;  whole  works  wer*  the  admiration 
of  Corinth,  Sicyon,  Athens,  Tarentum,  Syra- 
cufc,  and  Agrigentum! 

That  thefe  paintings  were  really  of  the  Ro- 
man times  the  frequent  repreientations  of  gla- 
diators fujiiciently  prove.  Who  is  ignorant 
that  the  iron  genius  of  Rome  rather  terrified 
than  invited  the  tender  Mules,  and  their  fa- 
vourite 
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vonrite  productions  ?  Thus  fled  the  affrighted 
Galatea,  from  the  rude  carefles  of  the  favagc 
Polyphemus. 

People  here  aflert  that  an  amphitheatre  was 
difcovered  at  this  place  in  the  laft  King's  reign, 
and  again  covered  up  ;  which  was  larger  than 
the  Flavian  amphitheatre,  or  Colofieum,  of 
Rome.  The  Flavian  amphitheatre  was  the 
greateft  public  building  which,  till  that  time, 
had  ever  been  erected  by  Rome.  It  was  be- 
gun by  Vefpafian,  continued  by  Titus,  and 
completed  by  Domitian.  Yet  this  town  of 
Pompeii,  which  was  deftroyed  in  the  firft  year 
of  the  reign  of  Titus,  was  po  fie  fled  of  a  larger 
amphitheatre  than  the  Flavian !  An  abfurdity 
like  this  is  undeferving  of  farther  remark, 

I  liften  with  aftonifhment,  when  I  am  told 
that  an  antient  infcription,  which  was  difco- 
vered in  the  amphitheatre  of  Capua,  proves 
that  this  amphitheatre  was  built  in  the  time 
of  Vefpafian  :  however  the  amphitheatre  at 
Capua  was  not  fo  large  as  the  ColofTeum  ; 
nor  wras  Pompeii  fo  confiderable  a  city  as 
Capua. 

All  the  infcriptions  that  I  have  feen  in  Pom- 
peii are  Latin :  in  Naples,  the  manners  and 
G  3  the 
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the  language  of  Greece  long  after  this  con- 
tinued to  prevail. 

He  muft  have  been  a  good  man  who  caufed 
the  word  Salve,  You  are  welc  <ne,  to  be  in^ 
fcribed  in  mofaic  work  over  his  door.  We 
found  it  at  the  entrances  of  two  houfes. 

Swinburne  read  an  infcription,  in  which  a 
woman  offers  her  houfe  to  hire  for  fhameful 
purpofes  ;  who  refers  for  her  character  to  the 
iEdile,  a  principal  officer  among  the  magis- 
trates of  Rome. 

An  obj eel:  is  here  very  frequently  met  with, 
which  decency  does  not  permit  me  to  name, 
Thofe,  who  blindly  defend  the  antients,  may 
affirm  that  thefe  reprefentations  were  mingled 
with  the  religious  ideas  of  the  people  ;  of  this 
1  am  not  ignorant. 

The  inhuman  fpeclacle  of  the  gladiators 
was  like  wife  intended  to  mew  their  refpeel: 
for  the  dead,  and  to  honour  their  gods,  palfe 
religion  is  devifed  in  conformity  to  the  paf- 
fions  of  men  :  it  therefore  flatters  thefe  pak 
fions.  Citing  the  example  of  their  Gods  and 
Goddeffes,  what  was  the  fpecies  of  cruelty 
which  the  Greeks  and  Romans  might  not 
palliate  ?   Purity  of  heart,  benevolence,  and 

love, 
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love,  were  the  confequences  of  that  true  reli- 
gion by  which  they  were  taught.  We  found 
a  triclinium,  in  a  houfe,  which  was  cut  out  of 
ftone.  Triclinium  was  the  name  that  the  an- 
tients  gave  to  their  three-fided  couches  ;  on 
which  three  perfons  might  recline  and  eat  at 
a  low  table.  They  were  covered  with  cufhibns. 
The  triclinium  we  faw  had  fomething  like  the 
following  figure. 


At  one  end  of  the  town,  we  faw  tombs ; 
before  fome  of  which  exedrte,  of  ftone,  flood  : 
which  was  the  name  of  half  circular  feats,  that 
would  contain  eight,  ten,  or  more  people. 
The  antients  were  very  fond  of  them :  they 
likewife  called  them  fcholce,  when  they  were 
intended  for  philofophical  difputes,  or  rheto- 
rical exercifes.  In  fa£t,  they  are  exceedingly 
convenient  for  the  free  converfation  of  a  com- 
pany of  people  ;  becaufe,  from  their  circular 
form,  they  might  each  fee  the  countenances 
of  the  whole.  Who  is  not  delighted  with  the 
animation  that  enlivens  the  phyfiognomy  of 
G  4  the 
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the  perfon  fpeaking,  the  playful  changes  which 
the  features  aftume,  and  the  full  and  feeling 
expreffion  of  the  eye  :  efpecially  among  the 
fouthern  nations,  the  countenances  and  eyes 
of  whom  are  fo  full  of  life  ?  And  how  much 
is  loft,  when  thele  are  not  feen  ! 

The  following  infcription  was  on  the  arm 
of  an  exedra  of  this  kind. 

MAMMIAE  P.  F.  SACERDOTI.  PVPLICAE  LOCVS 

SEPVLTVR. 
DATVS  DECVRIONVM.  DECRETO. 

"  This  fepulchre  is  ere&ed,  by  the  decree  of 
the  Deairiones,  to  the  memory  of  Mammia, 
daughter  of  Publius,  who  was  a  prieftefs." 

The  tomb  of  this  prieftefs  was  feparated 
from  the  exedra  by  a  little  court  ;  and,  facing 
the  fepulchre,  hollow  terrific  mafks  of  baked 
earth  were  placed  ;  which  were  intended  to 
ferve  as  lamps,  and  the  flaming  mouths  and 
eyes  of  which,  by  night,  muft  have  had  a  fear- 
ful look. 

Might  not  their  probable  intention  have 
been  to  avert  by  terror  the  intrufion  of  curi- 
ofity,  or  the  avarice  of  the  robber  ? 

At  a  little  diftance  from  the  town,  there  is 
a  country  houfe,  the  whole  plan  of  which  is 

not 
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not  vifible.  It  appears  to  have  belonged  to 
ibme  man  of  note:  we  flattered  ourfelves  with 
the  pleafmg  idea  that  this  was  the  villa  which 
Cicero  had  at  Pompeii  :  his  Pompcianum. 

This  country  feat,  like  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  inclofed  a  court ;  the  portico  of  which 
had  an  angular  roof,  that  connected  it  with 
the  flat  roofs  of  the  whole  building ;  by  which 
they  together  formed  a  covered  w^ay.  Thefe 
pillars  were  likewife  covered  with  white 
plaifter  above,  and  with  red  below.  We  met 
with  lovely  little  pictures  in  the  chambers,  in 
the  tafte  of  thofe  that  I  have  defcribed.  There 
was  a  very  pleafant  figure,  in  a  private  cham- 
ber, of  a  woman  with  the  prow  of  a  lhip  in 
her  right  hand,  and  a  cornucopia  in  her  left. 
The  cornucopia  no  doubt  fignified  the  prolific 
power  of  the  country  :  but  what  the  meaning 
of  the  prow  of  the  mip  was  is  not  fo  eaiy 
to  difcover.  The  image  of  Stcrcutius* ,  the 
God  of  manure,  for  even  manure  had  its  God, 
could  certainly  not  have  been  fo  lovely. 

Some  of  the  apartments  were  conliderably 
large ;  at  leaft  when  compared  to  the  fmall 
chambers  of  the  houfes  in  the  town.  The 
habitation  of  the  Villicus^ox  fteward,  was  near 

*  Likewife  called  Sterculius  ^nd  Stercuius. 

the 
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the  houfe  of  the  mailer.  In  this  houfe  Swin- 
burne, a  traveller  of  credibility  and  obferva- 
tion,  found  fome  glafs  in  a  window*. 

The  long  contelled  queftion,  whether  the 
ufe  of  glafs  windows  were  or  were  not  known 
to  the  antients,  has  been  decided  in  their  fa- 
vour. 

This  houfe  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill, 
and  has  three  ftories,  on  the  fide  toward  the 
garden,  built  over  the  kitchen,  and  the  apper- 
taining apartments  :  you  ftep  into  the  court 
from  the  fecond  ftory. 

The  garden  is  not  large ;  and  in  this  frnali 
place  there  was  a  little  fquare  pond,  in  the 
middle  of  which  a  fountain  rofe.  There  was 
likewife  a  garden  houfe,  the  pillars  of  which 
are  ilill  {landing.  After  a  lapfe  of  feventeen 
hundred  years,  this  garden  once  again  is  culti- 
vated. We  found  many  double  gilliflowers  in 
it,  and  peach  trees  in  bloom. 

There  is  a  perfon  that  lives  in  the  houfe  of 
the  VilUcus^  who  is  probably  an  overfeer  of  the 
workmen, 

*  Swinburne's  Travels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  vol.  iii. 
p.  155.  The  words  of  Swinburne  are  — "  In  the  window 
of  a  bedchamber,  fome  panes  of  glafs  are  ftill  remain, 
ing."  T. 

Under 
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Under  three  fides  of  the  garden  wall,  a 
handfome  broad  cellar  runs  ;  in  which  are  fe- 
veral  large  amphorce,  or  earthen  veffels.  Nine 
bodies  were  found  in  this  cellar. 

It  is  probable  that  men,  in  the  confufion 
and  anguim  of  their  minds,  ran  here  to  pro- 
tect themfelves  when  the  mower  of  hot  allies 
began. 

The  body  of  a  man  was  found  in  the  houfe, 
who  had  a  purfe  of  money  in  his  hand. 

Were  we  but  acquainted  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  owner  of  this  villa,  we  might 
then  better  compare  the  manner  of  living 
among  the  antients,  with  our  own,  than  wc 
poffibly  can  as  it  is.    Moil  of  the  houfes,  in 
the  two  ftreets  of  the  town,  that  have  been 
uncovered,  appear  to  have  belonged  to  arti- 
fans :   as  fuch,  they  are  not  bad.     In  one 
houfe,  fe veral  books  and  furgical  inftruments 
were  found.    It  belonged  no  doubt  to  a  phy- 
fician,  and  is  better  built  than  the  others.  Still 
however  it  appears  that  the  houfes  of  the  an- 
tients poffefled  fewer  conveniences  than  thofe 
of  the  moderns.    I  afcribe  this  difference  to 
the  mildnefs  of  the  climate  of  the  fouth  ;  and 
to  the  manner  of  living  among  the  Greeks 

and 
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and  Romans,  who  never  faw  company  except 
at  their  meals. 

The  mind  is  imprefled  with  very  peculiar 
feelings,  on  wandering  through  thefe  dwel- 
lings of  times  of  yore.  The  recollection  of 
their  antiquity,  and  of  the  fearful  accidents  of 
nature  by  which  three  towns  were  deftroyed, 
affociates  itfelf  with  the  fhades  of  feventeen 
centuries :  fhades  which,  over  the  buried  ha- 
bitations of  their  forefathers,  wander  for  a 
moment  and  then  vanifh, 

Find.  Pyth.  viii.  ep. 

Child  of  a  day  !  What  art  thou,  man  ? 
A  dream  of  fhadows  ;  nothing  more  : 
Unlefs  the  Gods  impart  a  ray 
That  gives  thee  light,  and  gives  thee  life. 
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Naples,  19th  March  1792. 

NoT  only  nature  but  the  works  of 
men,  in  thefe  countries,  prefent  us  with  enig- 
mas ;  which  neither  the  knowledge  of  anti- 
quity can  folve,  nor  penetration  difcover,  to 
the  fatisfaclion  of  the  underftanding.  We  do 
not  only  afk,  When  did  the  Pofilipo  rife  up  ? 
From  what  eruption  ?  And  out  of  what  vol- 
cano ?  Where  is  the  burning  mountain,  the 
entrails  of  which  produced  this  lofty  cape  ? 
We  likewife  demand  what  hand  of  man  was 
it  that  cut  through  thefe  materials,  after  they 
had  become  as  hard  as  ftone,  for  the  fpace  of 
nine  hundred  and  fixty  paces  ?  To  what  end  ? 
In  what  age  ? 

Through  the  hill  of  tufa  ftone,  which  lies 
on  the  north  of  Naples,  was  this  prodigious 
pafTage  cut  !  A  paffage  which,  under  the  name 
of  the  catacombs,  was  indeed  lefs  celebrated 
than  the  catacombs  of  Rome  :  though,  I  am 
well  affured,  for  I  Lave  not  feen  the  latter, 
that,  by  their  height  and  their  relative  labour, 
for  they  are  not  walled  but  cut  in  the  ftone, 

they 
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they  are  more  remarkable  than  thofe  of  Rome* 
notwithftanding  that  they  are  not  fo  great  in 
their  circumference.  The  enigma  concerning 
thefe  catacombs  would  not  have  been  equally 
difficult,  had  thofe  who  made  the  inquiry 
been  pleafed  to  prefer  the  probable  to  the  mira- 
culous: or  reafonable  conjecture  to  abfurd 
hypothefis. 

One  fable  clings  to  another;  like  the  bats 
of  Homer,  that,  in  long  rows,  hang  one  by  the 
other  from  the  rocks,  and,  as  foon  as  one  quits 
his  hold,  the  reft  all  fly,  hifiing,  into  their 
holes. 

A  mifconception  of  a  paffage  of  this  great 
poet,  and  the  pafiage  which  perhaps  would 
leaft  lead  to  mifconception,  gave  rife  to  the 
fable  of  the  caverns  inhabited  by  the  Cimmerii, 
Homer  tells  us  that  the  empire  of  Death,  and 
the  cells  of  the  Cimmerii,  were  at  the  utmoft 
bounds  of  the  deep  ftreaming  ocean. 

*H  (i.e.  vaug)        tu%o&  Inavt  ftot^uppoa  MEXVoh* 
'EvSa  h  ILifjiiAsp'.uv  aityav  dwfMo;  te,  7roM$  te, 
JHe$i  nai  ve  <pz>y  xwaMwtvoi  *  oufe  nor  auT8$ 

9Oud'  qttqt  av  ruxwi  nfo$  ov^avov  atz^ozvTcty 
'OvV  orav  a-^  stti  yaiav  a.rK  ougavoSsv  7T(>0Tfa7rntat' 

'AtoS  S7H  Vy|  0*CW  TST«T«l  hl^Qtat  fyoT0l<7l> 

Odyfl*.  b.  xl.  13* 
When 
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When  lo  1  we  reached  old  ocean's  utmoft  bounds, 
Where  rocks  controul  his  waves  with  ever  during 
mounds. 

There  in  a  lonely  land,  and  gloomy  cells, 
The  duiky  nation  of  Cimmeria  dwells  ; 
The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feats, 
When  radiant  he  advances,  or  retreats  s 
Unhappy  race  !  whom  endlefs  night  invades, 
Clouds  the  dull  air,  and  wraps  them  round  in  (hades. 

Pope,  Od.  b.  xi.  v.  13, 

Well,  the  end  of  this  deep  ftreaming  ocean 
was  difcovered  !  And  where  ?  In  the  little 
Lucrine  lake  !  And  becaufe  the  fun  was  feen 
to  rife  and  fet  over  its  infignificant  waters,  like 
as  it  did  over  thofe  of  the  fea,  the  Cimmerians 
lived  concealed  in  gloomy  cells,  where 

The  fun  ne'er  views  th'  uncomfortable  feats, 
When  radiant  he  advances  or  retreats ! 

A  perfon  of  the  name  of  Ephorus  either  in- 
vented the  tale,  maintained  it,  or  related  it 
fuch  as  it  had  been  told  to  him ;  and  after 
him,  it  was  repeated  by  Strabo  ;  and  thence- 
forward we  hear  of  nothing  but  the  fubter- 
ranean  Cimmerii :  fo  that  wherever  a  cave  was 
difcovered,  there  traces  of  the  groping  Cim- 
merii were  fought.  All  this  happened  be- 
caufe it  was  not  perceived  with  what  fagacity 
6  Homer 
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Homer  concealed  the  dread  honors  of  hi? 
lecne,  in  the  clouded  fables  of  midnight  dark- 
nefs.  Oh  !  how  long  have  the  fpectacled  com- 
mentators of  the  dignified  blind  poet  inge- 
iiioufly  groped  after  his  meaning! 

Foolifh  however  as  this  tale  is,  according  to 
which  the  Cimmerii  inhabited  the  catacombs 
of  Naples,  that  opinion  is  ftill  more  abfurd 
which  afcribes  thefe  catacombs,  as  well  as 
thofe  at  Rome,  to  the  primitive  Chriftians* 
That  they  mould  affemble  in  fubterranean 
places  like  thefe  to  worfhip  their  God,  during 
the  times  of  perfecution  under  the  Heathen 
Emperors,  is  fufficiently  probable.  Some  altars 
and  pictures  appear  to  prove  this  opinion* 
But  that,  in  the  very  times  of  perfecution,  they 
mould  be  able,  fecretly,  to  aflemble  and  per- 
form labours  fo  prodigious  as  thefe  is  of  all 
abfurd  conjectures  the  mod  abfurd. 

It  is  likewife  probable  that  many  martyrs 
were  buried  here  :  for  your  eye  convinces 
ycu  that  the  catacombs  were  public  burial 
places.  To  this  we  may  add  it  is  pofTible  that, 
when,  at  length,  the  Chriftians  ceafed  from 
being  perfecuted,  they  occafionally  affembled 
here  to  perform  their  rites,  in  memory  of  thefe 
Martyrs  ;  and  that  the  altars  and  piclures  are 

cf 
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of  later  ages  than  thofe  of  the  Pagan  perfecu- 
tion. 

The  catacombs  of  this  place  confift  of  three 
fubterranean  vaultings,  one  over  the  other : 
the  undermoft  is  falling  to  decay.  The  two 
uppermoft  have  like  wife,  in  fome  and  perhaps 
in  many  places,  been  injured  by  time.  It  is 
maintained  that  thefe  palTages,  which  branch 
themieives  out  in  many  directions,  lead  to  fe- 
\  eral  places  ;  to  Capua,  Benevento,  Pozzuoli, 
and  Pofuipo.  On  both  Tides  of  the  vaults 
there  are  cavities,  cut  over  one  another,  each 
of  which  might  contain  a  body.  Skulls  and 
bones  have  been  found  in  great  numbers. 
Many  of  them  are  of  very  late  times;  nay  fome 
are  the  confequence  of  the  laft  plague,  with 
which  the  city  of  Naples  was  vifited  thirty 
years  ago.  The  body  of  a  man,  who  was  a 
keeper  of  the  catacombs  at  that  time,  has  been 
entirely  preferved  ;  and  this  gave  occafion  to  a 
modern  traveller,  who,  with  the  love  of  truth 
and  information,  vifited  thefe  places,  to  ima- 
gine, at  the  fight  of  this  body,  that  travellers 
have  frequently  been  plundered  and  mur- 
dered in  the  catacombs  :  a  fuppofition  which 
was  entirely  groundlefs. 

The  opinion  that  this  work  was  firft  under- 
Vol.  III.  .        ^11  taken 
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taken  in  order  to  procure  (tones,  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  city,  appears  to  me  probable.  It 
may  very  well  have  happened  that,  in  later 
times,  the  bodies  of  the  people,  or  perhaps  of 
their  flaves,  were  interred  here.    After  the 
paffages  had  once  been  cut,  it  coft  but  little 
trouble  to  cut  graves,  on  both  fides,  in  the 
ftone.   The  catacombs  of  Rome  are  not  cut  in 
the  rock  ;  but  land  has  been  dug  from  them,, 
mixed  with  volcanic  aflies ;  which  are  found 
at  Rome  in  great  quantities.    Thefe  the  Ro- 
mans mixed  with  their  lime  ;  and   by  this 
means  produced  an  excellent  mortar.  The 
mixture  of  volcanic  afhes  with  land  is  at  pre- 
ient  called  pozzola/m ;  becaufe  fuch  mixtures 
are  found  in  great  quantities  at  Pozzuoli,  and 
thefe  of  all  others  arc  the  heft. 

The  darknefs  of  the  catacombs,  the  clofe- 
nefs  of  the  humid  air,  and  the  dead  men's 
bones,  which  the  fpe&ator  difcovers  by  the 
glimmering  light  of  the  torch,  add  terror  to 
terror. 

The  road  to  death  has  always  a  terrifying 
afpeel: ;  and  the  ruins  of  theie  fepulchral  holes, 
for  the  bodies  of  men,  are  additionally*  terrific.  . 

Whenever  the  poets  of  the  antients,  even 
in  their  moft  jocund  moments,  recoiled:  the 

■  darknefs 
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darknefs  of  the  grave,  they  fhudder  at  the 
thought.  The  rofy  goblet,  and  the  melody  of 
the  harmonious  lyre,  are  no  guard  againft  this 
evil.  In  vain  did  the  Epicurean  endeavour 
to  banifh  the  thoughts  of  death  !  Nature  was 
true  to  her  own  emotions.  Ycu  cannot,  like 
4  Alexander,  with  Bucephalus,  fo  place  her 
that  her  fhadow  may  not  be  perceptible.  More 
audacious  and  proud  than  the  fcholars  of  Epi- 
curus, the  Stoics  fpurned  at  and  bahifhed 
nature  ;  but  could  not  efcape  being  trampled 
on  and  fpurned  in  return. 

"  But.  the  people  which  fat  in  darknefs  faw 
"  great  light  ;  and  to  them  that  dwell  in  the 
"  region  and  fhadow  of  Death  light  is  fprung 
up*. 

The  lamp  of  godlike  hope,  though  under  a 
cloud,  burnt  from  generation  to  generation  ; 
fed  with  the  oil  of  Keaven. 

"  But  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  was  at 
hand."  The  wifdom  and  the  love  of  God, 
concealed, in  the  form  of  man,  appeared  viribly 
on  earth  ;  it  then  defcended  to  the  grave,  and 
afterward  rofe  victorious,  and  enlightened  and 
cheered  the  nations  !    Before  this  light,  the 

**  Matt.  \v.  i6. 

II  2  fliadows 
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fhadows  of  the  valley  of  Death,  and  all  its 
phantoms,  vanifhed  ! 

Tender  virgins,  dauntlefs,  met  the  terrors 
of  death,  in  its  moft  tremendous  forms,  with 
fmilcsand  fongs  of  thankfgWing  !  And,  feven- 
teen  centuries  having  paffed  away,  the  facred 
poel  thus  fang : 

SchAveig  denn  du  o  thriine  die  in  iv  eh  ninth  troft  -iveinety. 
Afach  das  herz  nicht  weich  !  trojfe  nicht  mehr  ! 
ljl  am  ziel  denn  nicht  vollendung  ? 
Nicht  im  thale  des  todes  ivonnegejang  ? 

Klopst.  Me  AT.  xx.  gef. 

Ceafe  then  the  tears  that  comfort,  yet  afflict  \ 
Enfeeble  not  thy  heart !  complain  no  more  ! 
Will  not  thy  mortal  forrows  quickly  ceafe, 
And  fongs  immortal  cheer  the  vale  of  death  ? 


LETTER  LXXIJI. 

Naples,  2  2d  March  1792. 

I  HAVE  vifited  the  Royal  Mufeum, 
which  is  at  Portici  :  but  do  not  expecT:  from 

me 
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me  an  account  of  all  its  curiofities  ;  much  left 
an  accurate  defcription  of  fo  many  objects 
that  are  worthy  the  notice  of  a  lover  of  anti- 
quity. To  fuch  a  perfon,  no  mufeum  in  Eu- 
rope is  more  interefting  than  this.  The  Mu- 
feum-Clementinum-Pium  contains  works  of 
art  that  are  much  more  perfect:  :  but  fimilar 
rarities  are  to  be  found  in  the  individual  col- 
lections of  the  principal  Romans. 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  love  of  the  arts 
is  not  inimical  to  the  love  of  antiquity.  From 
the  writings  of  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans 
we  become  acquainted  with  their  manner  of 
thinking,  and  of  feeling  ;  with  their  morals, 
and  cuftoms  ;  yet  we  frequently  find  a  want 
of  the  vifibk  infpection  of  thefe  cuftoms. 
And,  as  there  is  nothing  among  men  which 
is  not  related  to  the  things  around  them,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  manners  and  cuf- 
toms alternately  elucidate  each  other  ;  and  that 
a  view  of  the  houfehold  furniture  of  the  an- 
tients  will  render  many  paffages  in  their 
writers  intelligible.  Thus  the  great  collection 
of  lamps,  which  were  difcovered  after  being 
buried  in  rujbbifh  feventeen  centuries,  will 
{hew  the  manner  in  which  the  antients  lighted 
their  houfes. 

H  3  Thofe 
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Thofe,  who  accufe  obfervations,  which 
they  do  not  find  interefting  to  themfelves,  of 
being  barren,  do  but  prove  the  barrennefs  of 
their  own  underftanding  ;  which  cannot  dis- 
cover the  connection,  and  aflbciation,  of  ob- 
jects with  each  other. 

This  great  Mufeum  contains  nothing  but 
the  articles  that  have  been  found  in  the  three 
towns  of  Herculaneum,  Pompeii,  and  Stabia. 

In  the  court  of  the  caftle  of  Portici  there 
are  two  equeftrian  ftatues :  one  of  Marcus 
Balbus,  the  Roman  Proconful  and  Procurator 
in  Herculaneum;  and  the  other  of  his  fon. 
The  ftatues  are  beautiful ;  and  the  horfes,  like 
moft  of  the  horfes  of  antient  art,  though  not 
blamelefs,  are  full  of  life.  They  are  of  white 
marble,  and  I  believe  are  unique  in  their  kind  : 
at  leaft,  all  the  antient  ftatues  of  horfes  before 
them,  that  I  have  feen,  were  of  bronze.  It  is 
laid  that  the  fentinels  ufed  to  require  every 
man,  as  he  paffed  thefe  horfes,  to  take  orf  his 
hat.  Thefe  ftatues  were  a  decoration  to  the 
theatre  in  Herculaneum. 

In  the  court  of  the  Mufeum  there  is  a  horfe 
of  bronze,  which,  appears  to  me  to  be  more 
beautiful  than  thofe  of  marble.  It  is  of  the 
fize  of  life  ;  and  is  the  only  one  preferved  of 

a  chariot 
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a  chariot  and  four,  that  flood  over  the 
theatre. 

Two  large  pillars,  written  over  with  the 
names  of  Greek  places,  ftood  in  the  town  of 
Herculaneum  :  their  purpofe  was  to  tell  the 
diftance  to  each  nlace. 

A. 

A  fmall  hand  mill,  difcovered  in  Stabia,  has 
ferved  as  a  model  for  mills  which  the  prefent 
Pope  has  ordered  to  be  made  ;  which  it  is  af- 
ferted  produce  better  oil  and  in  greater  quan- 
tities than  the  oil-preffes  in  common  ufe  :  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  crufh  the  ftone  of  the 
berry*. 

We  faw  fome  earthen  veffels  ;  which  feem 
to  have  been  intended  for  the  cages  of  little 
animals,  that  probably  were  to  be  fattened. 

*  Giovanni  Prefta,  afcienlific  man  in  Gallipoli,  main- 
tains, on  the  contrary,  that  the  modern  oil-prefs  has  much 
the  advantage  of  the  antient ;  and  that  Cato  and  Colu- 
mella are  miftaken,  when  they  maintain  that  the  crushing 
of  the  ftone,  which  likewife  affords  oil,  is  injurious  He 
has  made  many  experiments,  and  appears  to  understand 
the  fubject.  His  well  written  tract  is  entitled — Memoria 
inform  a  i  fejfanta  due  faggi  diverfi  di  olio  prefentati  a  la 
Maejla  di  Ferdmando  IV.  ed  efame  critics  del  antico  feahtoio 
trovato  a  Stabia.  "  An  account  of  fixty-two  experiments, 
"  made  on  oil,  and  prefented  to  his  Majefty  Ferdinand  IV. 
"  with  a  critical  enquiry  concerning  the  antient  oil-prjfs 
M  difcovered  at  Stabia." 

H  4  They 
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They  had  a  lattice  door,  at  top  ;  and,  within, 
ftnall-  places  for  food,  and  water.  I  fufpeft 
that  the  antients,  like  the  Italians,  fed  on  the 
little  animal  which  we  Germans  call  fea  pigs*: 
becaufe  they  are  brought  over  fea.  It  is  a 
kind  of  medium  between  the  rabbit  and  the 
rat ;  and  has  the  form  and  the  grunt  of  the 
pig.    W as  this  the  glis  of  the  Romans  ? 

Furniture  of  every  kind  is  found  in  the 
apartments.  It  were  to  be  wiflaed  that  their 
forms  wrere  more  publicly  known.  You  have 
feen  the  beautiful  work,  in  which  engravings 
are  given  of  the  paintings  of  Hercularieum, 
The  whole  Mufeum  ought  thus  to  be  en- 
graved :  yet  how  great  would  be  the  labour, 
and  the  length  of  time  it  would  require  \ 
But  how  few  are  capable  of  undertaking  fuch 
a  work  !  Single  figures,  accompanied  by  dif- 
ferent quotations  from  the  antient  writers, 
would  make  many  paiTages  intelligible ;  which, 
through  the  confufion  of'  former  commen- 
taries, are  continually  dark. 

The  bronze  vefiels  of  facrifice  are  of  great 
beauty.  How  noble  and  how  fimple  are  their 
forms  !  How  elegant  the  embellishments,  ancf 
frequently  how  full  of  meaning  !    A  leStU 

*  Guinea  pigs,  I  fuppofe.  T. 

Jlerjiium 
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Jlernium  of  bronze,  on  which  cufhions  for 
recumbent  deities  were  placed,  which  were 
publicly  expofed  in  times  of  misfortune,  and 
on  which  food  was  put,  is  wrought  and  orna- 
mented with  truly  antique  fimplicity. 

The  balance  with  one  fcale,  and  the  balance 
with  two,  were  equally  known  to  the  antients. 
The  weights  were  fome  of  them  in  the  form 
of  the  heads  of  the  Emperors.  This  probably 
was  to  denote,  in  a  vifible  manner,  that  they 
had  been  examined  and  proved  by  the  ma- 
giftracy. 

A  flender  tripod,  of  bronze,  denotes  by  its 
elegance  the  high  value  which  the  Greeks,  as 
early  as  the  time  of  Homer,  fet  upon  tripods. 

They  made  their  lamps  in  a  thoufand  difc 
ferent  forms  :  fome  are  very  elegant,  fome  are 
obfcene,  and  many  are  both.  It  is  natural  to 
give  a  form  that  is  flattering  to  the  eye,  to  a 
piece  of  furniture  which  is  to  afford  light. 
The  unfortunate  propenfity  to  the  obfcene 
was  equally  common  among  the  Greeks  and 
Romans.  They  had  high  lights 'for  many  of 
their  lamps. 

A  large  collodion  of  furglcal  inftruments 
reminded  me  of  thofe  which  were  discovered 
fome  years  ago,,  in  a  camp,  in  the  North  : — A 
I  prince, 
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prince,  who  had  a  lively  imagination,  endea- 
voured to  make  his  fubje&s  believe,  though 
in  vain,  that  they  had  been  brought  by  the 
enemy  againft  them  as  inftruments  of  torture. 

The  faftenings  of  the  doors  appeared  to  rne 
awkward,  and  their  keys  clumfy.  The  Italian 
lockfmiths  to  this  day  are  unfkilful. 

The  dice,  like  thofe  of  the  moderns,  were 
marked  with  points.  Like  the  dice  of  gamblers 
at  prefent,  fome  of  them  were  heavier  on  one 
fide  than  on  the  other. 

The  tickets  of  admiffion  to  places  in  the 
theatre  were  of  ivory,  and  of  various  forms. 
Thefe  tickets  were  called  by  the  Romans 
teffertz ;  and,  on  one  of  thefe,  there  was  the 
name  of  the  tragic  poet  iEfchylus,  in  the  Greek 
character  :  others  of  them  were  numbered. 

They  had  various  vafes  of  glafs,  many  cut 
drinking  glaffes,  and  little  vials  of  blue  glafs. 
This  is  a  proof  that  they  were  acquainted 
with  different  compofitions  of  glafs.  Some, 
of  a  dark  colour,  is  fo  hard  that  glafs  may  be 
cut  with  it,  as  with  a  diamond.  A  glafs  urn, 
for  preferring  the  allies  of  a  dead  perfon,  was 
included  in  another  of  terra-cotta ;  and  this 
again  was  cafed  in  a  third  vafe  of  lead.  Here 
we  fee  likewife  paintings  on  glafs,  the  colours 

of 
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of  which  are  tranfparent.  The  panes  of  glafs 
that  were  found  in  the  villa  at  Pompeii  are 
exhibited  in  the  Mufeum  :  they  are  of  very 
thick  glafs. 

The  writing  deflks  of  the  antients,  wrhich 
we  faw,  refembled  ours.  They  ufed  pens  of 
wood  ;  which,  as  it  appears  to  me,  had  no 
flit.  That  they  had  been  preferved  in  glafs 
drawers  was  what  I  could  not  fufficiently  exa- 
mine. We  likewife  faw  wafers,  and  wafer- 
feals. 

How  glad  mould  I  have  been  to  have  taken 
the  forms  of  antient  agricultural  inftruments, 
for  the  information  of  our  Vofs  ! 

The  colle£Hcn  of  the  furniture  of  the  baths 
is  very  confiderable. 

Here  you  find  a  quantity  of  wetting  and 
drying  utenfils,  and  cloths.  ■ 

We  faw  a  vafe,  which  greatly  refembled 
our  tea-pot :  its  pleafmg  form  has  already 
been  imitated  by  the  Englifh. 

Another  vafe  has  the  advantage  of  this, 
becaufe  it  cannot  eafily  be  thrown  down  :  it 
is  of  bronze.  Round  a  fmall  fquare  hearth, 
for  coals,  a  Wall  runs,  which  has  four  corner 
towers,  that  may  be  opened  to  admit  water. 

Below, 
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Below,  on  the  foremoft  wall,  is  a  tube  with  a 
{pout. 

A  complete  fet  of  ornaments,  for  a  modern 
lady,  might  be  collected  out  of  this  mufeum  : 
at  leaft  for  a  lady  who  fhould  be  dreffing  for 
a  mafquerade.  Here  fhe  would  find  brace- 
lets, and  necklaces  of  gold,  ear-rings  of  pearl, 
rings  for  the  fingers,  and  many  more  baubles. 

Paint  hfelf  would  not  be  wanting  :  pardon 
me  for  ufing  the  common  name,  inftead  of 
the  more  refined  term,  rouge :  for  paint  itfelf 
has  been  preferved.  It  was  contained  in  a 
little  box  of  cryftal,  and  has  perfectly  the 
appearance  of  the  rouge  of  Paris.  My  lady 
here  too  might  find  large  needles,  and  combs 
of  ivory,  with  ivory  fpindles,  to  deck  her 
out  for  the  mafquerade. 

A  marble  buffet  might  have  been  miftaken 
for  a  piece  of  modern  furniture. 

A  kitchen  fire  place,  difcovered  in  Her-^ 
culaneum,  has  been  ufed  as  a  model  of  imi- 
tation :  under  it  are  fmaU  arches,  to  contain 
the  coals  ;  which  take  but  little  room,  and  can 
heat  many  veflels  at  once.  The  utenfils  of  the 
kitchen  are  of  earth,  copper,  and  brafs. 

But  little  armour  has  been  found:  the 

helmets 
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helmets  are  handfome,  embellifhed  with 
figures,  but  intolerably  heavy ;  which  proves 
they  could  not  have  been  in  common  ufe. 

A  horrid  kind  of  iron  fetter,  or  flock,  was 
found.  It  may  be  about  four  ells  long  ;  and 
was  fo  formed  that  ten  prifoners  might  be 
chained  by  the  leg,  each  leg  feparately,  by  the 
Aiding  of  a  {lender  bar.  Say  what  we  will  in 
defence  of  the  Pagans,  they  were  cruel. 

Various  kinds  of  eatables  are  yet  very  cog- 
nizable :  fuch  as  dried  figs,  almonds,  walnuts, 
beans,  lentils,  pine  nuts,  thickened  oil,  and 
thick  red  wine :  all  endeavours  to  render  any 
of  thefe  fluid  have  been  vain. 

The  body  of  a  woman,  whofe  fkull  is  pre-* 
ferved,  was  found  among  the  aihes.  Time,  by 
having  confolidated  the  aflies,  had  evidently 
occafioned  an  impreffion  to  be  taken  of  one  of 
her  breafts.  She  was  adorned  with  golden 
bracelets,  and  with  a  necklace  of  gold. 

Small  houfehold  Gods,  of  bronze,  are  fome 
of  them  of  inferior  wrorkmanmip. 

Among  the  gold  and  copper  coins,  feme 
are  very  rare. 

Cameos,  and  intaglios,  of  precious  ftones 
were  found  ;  and  likewife  fome  of  glafs  com- 
pofition. 

Among 
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Among  the  bufts  of  marble  and  bronze, 
there  is  a  fine  one  of  the  'firft  Scipio  Afri- 
canus ;  which  we  recognize  by  the  wound  on 
the  head,  and  by  the  refemblance  to  thofe  at 
Rome. 

A  drunken  Faun,  and  a  Mercury  feated, 
both  of  bronze,  are  of  lingular  beauty.  The 
Faun  lies  fhouting  on  a  lion's  fkin,  with  a 
barrel  that  ferves  him  for  a  cufiiion.  If  you 
cover  the  under  part  of  the  countenance, 
laughter  is  ftill  evident  in  his  intoxicated 
eyes :  fo  that  thofe  who  look  muft  likewife 
laugh. 

Some  of  the  mofaic  works  are  beautiful ; 
and  the  two  moft  beautiful  have  the  name  of 
the  artift  AfereapJefttS  Xayjot  liroina^  The 
work  of  Diofcu rides,  of  Samos. 

Different  fun  dials  are  very  rude  :  a  fingle 
crooked  hook  calls  the  (hade.  The  time  of 
the  day  is  not  denoted  by  numbers.  One, 
which  is  very  fmall,  has  the  figure  of  the 
hind  quarter  of  a  pig ;  the  tail  of  which, 
inftead  of  the  hook,  cafis  the  (hade. 

I  have  expected  the  leaft  inftru&ion  from 
what  others  have  hoped  the  mqft;  I  mean  the 
books.  The  manner  which  has  been  invented 
of  ieparating  the  leaves,  which  were  rolled 

together 
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together  and  fcorched  by  the  afhes,  is  very 
ingenious.  You  will  find  the  machine  that 
is  ufed  for  unrolling  them  excellently  de- 
fcribed,  and  drawn,  in  the  Travels  of  Mr. 
Bartel*.  It  is  wonderful  that  they  mould 
have  done  fo  much  as  has  been  done.  A 
manufcript,  on  the  effects  of  mufic,  is  in  pre- 
paration. The  conjectures  on  pafiages,  where 
whole  words  or  letters  are  wanting,  are  to  be 
printed  in  red  ink,  and  fubjected  to  the  ge- 
neral judgment  of  the  learned.  A  moral  en- 
quiry, concerning  virtue  and  vice,  will  likewife 
be  entirely  copied.  We  faw  two  men  em- 
ployed at  prefent  :  the  one  on  a  work  on 
Rhetoric,  by  one  Philodemus ;  and  the  other 
on  an  enquiry  concerning  Political  Economy. 

The  number  of  manufcripts  difcovered  is 
almoft  fixteen  hundred  :  they  are  burnt  black; 
and,  were  it  not  for  the  tender  manner  in 
which  they  are  handled,  would  crumble  to 
afhes.  The  antients  rolled  their  manufcripts 
fo  that  the  beginning  of  the  work  lay  wound 
up  in  the  middle  ;  and  the  unrolling  mud  com- 
mence with  the  conclufion  :  fo  chat  they  are 
obliged  at  fir  ft  to  conjecture  the  contents,  and 
do  not  learn  the  title  of  the  work  till  the  latter 

*  Herrn  Barteh  Reifen. 
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end.  The  books  on  which  they  have  hitherto 
been  employed  are  all  of  them  Greek. 

There  is  a  remaining,  but  in  my  opinion  a 
well  grounded,  hope  that,  by  the  future  unco- 
vering of  the  buried  towns,  works  may  be 
found,  which  may  either  be  very  little,  or  per- 
haps not  at  all,  damaged  by  the  allies.  Under 
a  board,  beneath  a  tile  thrown  down,  per- 
haps, lie  Alcseus,  Sappho,  Menander,  the  loft 
books  of  Livy,  or  fome  of  thole  immortal 
works  the  names  of  whofe  authors  are  only 
known  by  the  teftimony  of  their  contempo- 
raries. 

From  this  divifion  of  the  Mufeum,  which 
contains  twenty  apartments,  we  proceeded  to 
another,  confiding  of  fixteen,  which  are  dedi* 
cated  to  antient  paintings.  Some  of  thefe 
paintings  have  fuftered  very  much  i  others  are 
dill  tolerably  frefh. 

Different:  in  their  degrees  of  beauty,  they 
are  moil  of  them  drawn  with  great  freedom, 
and  painted  with  a  light  animated  pencil. 
Some  of  them  are  reprefentations  of  fruit,  fifh, 
and  birds.  Two  quails,  picking  the  grain 
from  an  ear  of  barley,  are  painted  with  all  the 
deception  of  truth.  A  bad  choice  of  fubje6t, 
a  want  of  fenfibility,and  falfe  lineal  perfpedlive, 

are 
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are  the  defers  of  the  landfcapes  ;  and,  if  we 
may  judge  after  the  proofs  thefe  pictures  af- 
ford of  aerial  perfpe&ive,  of  this  the  antients 
appear  to  have  known  little  or  nothing.  How- 
ever, that  they  were  not  fo  ignorant  of  lineal 
perfpective  as  many  have  maintained  is  evi- 
dent, from  fome  architectural  paintings. 

The  hiftorical  pictures  are  in  part  very  beau- 
tiful. 

Chiron,  the  Centaur ;  inftructing  the  youth- 
ful Achilles  to  play  on  the  lyre. 

Oreftes,  Pylades,  and  Iphigenia;  in  the  tem- 
ple of  Diana,  in  Tauris. 

Thefeus,  in  the  labyrinth.  The  handfome 
youth  is  reprefented  after  his  victory  over  the 
Minotaur,  which  lies  extended  at  his  feet. 
Ariadne  is  with  him  ;  and  one  of  the  boys 
that  he  has  faved  is  killing  his  hand,  and  ano- 
ther his  leg. 

'  A  thoughtful  Virgin  is  all  lovelinefs  :  fhe  is 
fappofed  to  be  a  Sappho.  She  holds  a  pencil 
to  her  lips,  with  her  right  hand  ;  and  tablets, 
in  her  left. 

Telephos,  the  fon  of  Hercules  and  Auge, 
fucking  the  hind  by  which  he  was  ftd  :  be- 
caufe  his  mother  had  expofed  him  from  the 

Vol.  III.  \     I  fear 
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fear  of  her  father*.  Hercules,  the  Goddefs 
of  victory,  Njkw,  a  Faun,  and  a  very  noble 
female  figure,  which  appears  to  be  the  God- 
defs Flora,  give  the  picture  thofe  charms  which 
reful t  from  a  great  and  various  compofition. 
At  the  foot  of  the  figures  ftand  an  eagle  and 
a  lion  ;  probably  as  fymbols  of  power. 

Some  figures  of  Centaurs  and  Nymphs  are 
touched  in  a  free,  light,  and  charming  manner. 

A  delicate  chariot,  drawn  by  a  parrot,  and 
driven  by  a  grafshopper.  This  piece  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  a  fatire  againft  Nero  ;  who  made 
great  pretentions  to  the  double  celebrity  of  a 
melodious  finger  and  an  expert  charioteer.  We 
are  told,  by  Suetonius,  that  he  exercifed  him- 
feif  lying  on  his  back,  fupporting  a  plate  of 
lead  on  his  breaft,  purifying  himfelf  by  clyflers 
and  emetics,  and  abstaining  from  fruits  ;  till 
his  voice,  always  weak  and  chirping,  acquired 
iufficient  force  for  the  flage  ;  which  he  actu- 
ally trod  at  Neapolis,  a  Greek  city.  An  earth- 
quake which  happened  did  not  prevent  him 
from  continuing  the  air  he  had  begun.  He 
likewife  appeared  as  a  charioteer  in  the  circus 

*  Paufan.  lib.  viii.  c.  48  and  54.  lib.  ix*  31. 
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at  Rome  *.    How  excellent  is  the  fatirical 
_    reprefentation  of  a  chirping  grafshopper,  driv- 
ing the  parrot  that  draws  the  chariot  ! 

A  Woman  felling  little  Cupids  to'  a  young 
lady  ;  behind  whom  ftands  an  old  female,  who 
appears  to  be  giving  her  advice.  The  woman 
who  fells  holds  a  fluttering  Cupid  by-  the 
wings  ;  and  has  another  encaged  in  a  tripod. 
From  this  piece  a  French  artift  has  no  doubt 
taken  the  well  known  idea  of  his  Cupid- 
seller. 

Four  little  pictures,  which  are  excellent, 
were  found  framed,  and  feparate  ;  not  like 
thofe  that  are  painted  on  the  walls. 

A  poet  compofing.  If  I  do  not  miftake, 
he  holds  a  thyrfus  in  his  hand.  A  Mufe  is 
feated  at  a  table,  writing,  with  a  ma(k  lying 
by  her.  The  thyrfus,  as  well  as  the  mafic, 
may  denote  that  it  was  the  dramatic  Mufe  by 
which  he  was  infpired  :  for  dramatic  pieces 
were  dedicated  to  Bacchus. 

A  company  of  people  playing  on  mufical 
inftruments. 

A  young  woman,  {landing  ;  with  her  trefTes 
combed  by  her  companion  :  a  third  is  fitting 
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in  the  lame  chamber,  and  near  her  ftands  a 
fourth.  They  are  all  liandfome,  and  elegantly- 
attired. 

The  above  are  three  of  the  four  pi&ures  I 
mentioned  :  the  other  is  very  much  injured. 

The  new  model  of  the  theatre  at  Hercu- 
laneum  is  worthy  notice  ;  for  it  will  afford  an 
excellent  idea  of  the  theatres  of  the  antients. 
I  lhould  have  willingly  fent  you  a  drawing  of 
it  ;  but  this  is  not  permitted,  of  any  thing 
contained  in  the  Mufeutn.  The  curiofity  of 
the  public  is  endeavoured  to  be  kept  intent 
on  the  great  work,  the  publication  of  which  is 
patroniled  by  the  king. 

All  the  rarities  of  this  Mufeum,  which  arc 
fingular  in  their  kind,  are  intended  to  be  re- 
moved by  his  majefty's  orders  into  a  large 
building,  which  he  has  purchafed  of  the  Uni- 
verfity.  This  building  is  in  the  city,  and 
called  Gli  Studi.  In  fadt,  this  noble  colledion 
is  too  much  expofed  to  the  danger  of  being 
once  more  buried  by  Mount  Vefuvius. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXIV. 

Naples,  31ft  March  1792. 

t  KnCHANTING  as  the  profped  of 
the  fea  and  the  coaft  is,  the  want  of  (hady 
walks  in  Naples  ftill  is  fenfibly  felt.  The 
public  walk  on  the  fea  fhore,  which  is  about 
feven  hundred  paces  long,  affords  but  a  forry 
fhelter  againft  the  mid-day  beams.  It  is  very 
broad  ;  and,  on  the  two  fides,  there  are  high 
bowers  of  vines,  that  twine  their  branches 
round  the  elm  of  Ypres  :  which  trees  do  not 
ftand  detached,  but  are  connected  by  palings. 

On  the  fide  which  is  the  mod  diftant  from 
the  fea,  there  are  little  orange  trees,  and  ole- 
anders ;  among  beds  of  flowers,  nearer  to  the 
fea,  there  are  grafs  plats,  cut  and  carved  in  a 
wretched  tafte ;  among  which  little  fountains 
throw  out  their  infignificant  ftreams. 

I  feldom  vifit  this  walk,  which  is  called 
Villa  Reale ;  and  which,  from  its  profpecT: 
toward  the  fea,  its  circular  and  hilly  coaft  from 
Portici  to  MaiTa,  with  its  view  of  the  ifland  of 
Capri,  and  the  Pofilipo,  would  perhaps  be  the 

I  3  moft 
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moft  beautiful  public  walk  in  Europe,  if  it 
were  but  fhacled  by  trees  that  mould  be  fufxer-* 
ed  to  grow  undifturbed.  The  Neapolitans 
find  an  excufe  for  this  defect,  which  is  pointed 
out  to  them  by  the  frequent  complaints  of 
foreigners  ;  and  allege  that  the  grow7th  of  trees 
is  injured  by  the  fea  air.  It  feems  remarkable 
that  this  noxious  quality  of  the  fea  air,  at  leaft 
in  fo  great  a  degree,  ihould  exift  only  near  the 
city  of  Naples :  however,  this  appears  to  be  the 
cafe.  Even  of  the  two  rows  of  vine  bowers 
of  the  Villa  Rcaley  that  which  is  moft  diftant 
from  the  fea  flourifhes  much  the  beft. 

The  parade,  for  the  exercife  of  the  troops, 
lies  beyond  the  Villa  Realc ;  and  likewife  on 
the  fea  more.  From  this  a  road  turns  fhort  to 
the  right,  and  leads  to  the  grotto  of  the  Pofi- 
lipo.  On  the  left  the  fea  more  continues  \ 
where,  every  afternoon,  the  principal  Nea- 
politans have  their  Corfo  :  that  is,  their  car- 
riages proceed  backward  and  forward  in  rows, 
from  which  they  fhew  themfelves  without 
being  able  to  fpeak  to  each  other;  unlefs 
when  a  lady  orders  her  coach  to  flop,  and  the 
polite  cavalier  alights  from  his  own,  and  comes, 
to  converfe  with  her  on  the  ftep  of  her  car- 
riage. 

I  The 
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The  bulwark  on  the  fea  is  broad,  Is  paved 
with  flags  of  lava  like  the  pavement  of  the 
whole  city,  and  ferves  as  a  foot  path  for  pai- 
fengers  ;  to  whom,  from  the  number  of  the 
coaches  and  horfes,  it  is  very  welcome. 

At  the  end  of  the  Corfo,  I  was  glad  to  efcape, 
through  the  gateway  of  a  large  building,  from 
the  din  of  this  filent  affembly.  This  brought 
me  immediately  on  the  fea  more  ;  and,  from 
thence,  to  the  volcanic  rocks  of  the  extended 
lofty  cape,  Pofilipo.  Here  you  enjoy  not  only 
the  fame  profpect  as  in  the  Villa  Reale,  but 
you  like  wife  have  a  full  view  of  all  Vefuvius, 
which  there  was  concealed  by  the  houfes. 

At  this  place  you  come  to  a  large  unfi- 
nifhed  palace,  which  the  people  call  the  palace 
of  Queen  Johanna  :  probably  after  the  infa- 
mous Johanna  the  Second,  who  lived  in  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries.  We  are 
told  by  an  infcription  that  it  was  begun  in 
the  laft  century,  and  left  unfmimed,  by  one 
Donna  Anna  Caraffa. 

Since  that  time,  the  fea  no  doubt  mud 
have  intruded  farther  on  the  fhbre  :  for  this 
palace,  at  prefent,  is  not  only  impaflable  by  all 
kinc!s  of  carriages,  but  likewife  at  high  water 
by  foot  paffengers.  I  conjecture  that  this  ele- 
1  4  ment, 
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mcnt,  in  return  for  the  lofs  it  fuftained  in  the 
eaft  by  the  building  of  the  Molo,  during  the 
reign  of  the  late  King,  has  revenged  itfelf 
npon  the  weft  ;  as  it  now  waflies  the  palace 
walls.  Fifhermen  keep  their  boats  within  the 
long  gate  ;  and  the  fmall  fpace  within  and 
without  the  gate  is  rocky  and  uneven. 

My  walk  was  foon  afterward  interrupted 
by  a  public  prifon.  Between  the  palace  and 
the  prifon,  immediately  on  the  deep  more  of 
the  fea,  the  rocks  are  covered  with  a  kind  of 
white  mofs  :  or  more  properly  a  kind  of  im- 
moveable fea  weed,  on  which  it  is  very  plea- 
fant  to  repofe.  This  weed  has  a  charming 
odour,  and  the  fea  is  as  clear  as  cryftal. 

I  lately  faw,  at  a  tolerable  diftance,  fome 
mefhes  of  a  net  funk  in  the  fea,  with  the  fifh 
living  and  moving  in  the  water.  The  varie- 
ties of  fhell  fifh,  which  are  thrown  up  by 
the  lea,  are  innumerable  ;  and  fome  of  them 
are  very  excellent  *.     One  of  the  creatures 

ofteneft 

*  Signor  Poli,  the  teacher  of  the  Royal  Princes  of 
Naples  in  Natuial  Hi  (lory,  has  publimed  an  excellent 
work,  called,  Tejlacea  utriufque  Sicilitfy  eorunique  H'ifioria 
el  Anatome.  This  work,  not  only  for  external  beauty, 
but  chiefly  for  the  novelty  of  its  difcoveries,  and  its  en- 
quiries concerning  the  mode  of  living  of  thefe  beings, 
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o'fteneft  found  is  the  echinus  marinus  ;  or  fea 
urchin.  Its  (hell  is  armed  with  thin  long 
prickles.  Horace,  in  an  ode  to  Canidia,  com- 
pares the  hair  of  one  of  the  handmaids  of  this* 
horrible  forcerefs  to  fuch  a  fea  urchin, 

jit  expedita  Segana,  per  tot  am  domu'm 

Spar  gens  avcrnales  aquas , 
Horret  capillis  ut  marinus  afpens 

Echinus,  out  currejis  aper. 

Hor.  Fpod.  v.  2q. 

Now  Sagana,  round  the  cell, 
Sprinkled  her  waters,  black  from  hell  : 
Fierce  as  fea  porcupine,  or  boar, 
In  frightful  wreaths,  her  hair  (lie  wore  ! 

Francis. 

The  flefh  of  this  echinus,  or  fea  urchin,  is  red; 
and  agreeable  to  the  tafte. 

Moffes  of  great  variety  and  beauty  grow  on 
the  rocks,  in  and  about  the  fea ;  and,  in  thefe 
moffes,  fome  of  which  are  of  a  purple  colour, 
fwarms  of  different  little  beings  are  feen. 

If  you  go  from  the  Villa  ReaJe  on  the  earl 
fide,  and  wifh  to  continue  on  the  fea  fhore, 
you  muft  long  make  your  way  through  the 
noify  crowd  of  this  populous  city,  before  you 
arrive  at  the  open  field  beyond  the  Magdalen 

whofe  exiftence  does  not  appear  to  be  fo  limited  as  has 
been  hitherto  imagined,  is  probably  the  bell  of  its  kind. 

bridge, 
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bridge,  over  the  river  Sebetho.  The  Corfo  is 
held  on  this  fide  every  Friday,  during  Lent. 
Along  the  city  and  as  far  as  the  bridge,  the 
Neapolitans  here  difplay  themfelves,  in  their 
line  carnages,  with  all  their  pomp ;  and  are 
frequently  drawn  by  eight  horfes.  On  the 
common  Corfo,  which  is  on  the  quay  called 
Chiaia  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  city,  they  harnefs 
only  two  horfes  to  their  carriages.  The  fruit- 
ful fields  that  lie  between  Mount  Vefuvius  and 
Capua,  which  are  covered  with  grain,  trees, 
and  vineyards,  are  feen  to  the  left  from  the 
Magdalen  bridge.  Virgil,  wifhing  to  defcribe 
a  very  fruitful  country,  thus  fpeaks : 

Ilia  tibi  Iztis  intexet  vitibus  ulmcs, 
Ilia  ferax  cleo  eft-.  Warn  experiere  colendo 
Et  facilem  pecori  et  patient  em  vomer  is  unci. 
Talem  dives  arat  Capua>  et  vicina  Vefevo 
Or  a  jugo    ■ 

Virg.  Georg.  ii.  221. 

«—  _—  whofe  mold  is  clean, 

Well  cloth'd  with  cheerful  grafs,  and  evergreen, 

Is  gcod  for  olives,  and  afpiring  vines, 

Embracing  hufband  elms  in  anurous  twines ; 

Is  fit  for  feeding  cattle,  fit  to  fow. 

And  equal  to  the  pafture  and  the  plough. 

Such  is  the  foil  of  fat  Campanian  fields, 

Such  large  mcreafe  the  land  that  joins  Vesuvius  yields. 

Dryden,  v.  299. 

Near 
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Near  the  city,  on  both  fides,  are  kitchen 
gardens  ;  the  fertility  of  which  is  enlivening  ; 
but  you  find  no  trees  among  them.  Thefe 
gardens  are  watered  by  a  kind  of  mills,  the 
water  for  which  is  fupplied  by  the  royal  re- 
fervoirs  at  Portici ;  and,  for  the  permifficn  to 
life  this  water,  the  proprietors  of  the  land  are 
obliged  to  pay  a  heavy  tax. 

Volatile  and  light  hearted  as  thefe  people 
are,  and  addicted  to  the  purfuit  of  pleafure, 
they  neverthelefs  cultivate  their  fruitful  fields 
with  great  induftry.    The  foil  of  the  city  is 
not  thrown  away  :  for  the  hufbandmen  very 
carefully  gather  it,  and  carry  it  away  on  loaded 
affes.    The  lands  are  kept  as  free  from  weeds 
as  in  other  countries,  That  many  of  the  coun- 
try people  are  poor  I  afcribe,  in  part,  to  the  bad 
regulations  here  :  among  which  I  include  the 
tax  paid  for  watering  their  grounds  :  and,  in 
part,  to  the  fmall  number  of  landholders; 
who  let  out  fmall  portions  of  their  eftates  for 
a  few  years  to  farmers,  vineyard  keepers,  or 
gardeners.    The  compact  is  made  by  public 
auction  ;  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
higheft  bidder,  with  all  his  induftry,  is  a  ruined 
man.    It  is  not  fo  much  the  want  of  freedom, 
\  as 
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as  has  fo  often  been  affirmed,  as  the  want  of 
more  land  proprietors,  that  principally  op- 
preffes  the  greateft  part  of  the  country  people. 

Yefterday,  in  order  to  vifit  fome  fliady 
places,  we  went  through  the  Pofilipo  grotto, 
along  the  road  toward  Pozzuoli ;  and  already, 
on  the  23d  of  March,  we  repofed  in  flowery 
meadows,  under  green  poplars,  on  the  banks 
of  the  lake  Agnano  !  Yefterday,  we  already 
faw  the  young  buddings  of  the  walnut  tree  ! 
Whole  fields  are  fowed  with  a  kind  of  trefoil  ; 
which  the  Italians  call prato.  The  ear  of  this 
grafs,  trifolium,fpica  oblonga,  rubra  *,  is  long, 
with  a  vivid  red  flower  ;  and  is  perhaps  more 
ornamental  to  meadows  than  any  other.  This 
trefoil  is  here  preferred  to  every  other  kind  of 
pafturage.  It  is  already  mowed  for  the  firft 
time.  Our  red,  white,  and  yellow,  trefoils  are 
likewife  very  common  here :  though  the  yel- 
low trefoil  is  much  larger  here  than  in  our 
country.  The  high  red  trefoil,  like  the  others, 
here  grows  wild.  In  dry  foils,  the  plant  does 
not  grow  to  a  great  height  ;  but  near  the  earth  : 
like  the  mdilotus,  with  its  yellow  flower,  the 
figure  of  which  it  much  refembles  :  with  this 

*  Diet  rich  s  Pflanzenreich,  1775,  2  th.  f.  892, 

difference 


COUN^T  STOLBERG.  135 

difference  that  the  prato  blows  with  a  kind 
of  ear ;  otherwife  you  might  be  inclined  to 
call  it  the  red  melilotus. 

I  yefterday  faw  fweet  peas  (or  vetches)  cut, 
that  were  as  high  as  my  breaft ;  they  princi- 
pally ferve  as  fodder  for  cows. 

The  wheat  in  thefe  countries  has  broad 
leaves  ;  and  horfes  here,  as  in  many  parts  of 
Germany,  are  turned  to  pafture  in  it,  to  pre- 
vent its  too  luxurious  growth.  For  the  fame 
reafon,  fheep  are  fuffered  to  crop  its  firft  moots. 

Flax  is  now  covered  with  large  buds. 

There  are  fruit  trees  over  all  thefe  fields  : 
the  mulberry  already  is  loaded  with  buds  ; 
and  the  apricot,  peach,  and  plum,  are  now 
in  bloom  :  nay  more,  nature  not  only  is  early 
in  bloom  but  long  fo  continues  to  be. 

Orange  and  lemon  trees  are  fcill  covered 
with  fruit  :  although  they  have  been  plucked 
through  the  whole  winter.  Here  you  fee  the 
ripe  fruit  ;  and,  at  a  little  diftance,  the  odori- 
ferous flower. 

The  air  is  aromatic,  and  the  fweetnefs  of 

fpring  now  equals  ours  in  the  month  of  May  ; 

which  with  us  is  frequently  even  then  re- 

pulfed,  and  fuddenly  checked,  like  the  tender 

carefles  of  a  kind  wife,  by  our  rude  climate. 

Amorie 
9 
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Among  the  flowers  of  the  field  which  I 
never  faw  before,  I  found  the  lovely  red  cjh 
clamen  :  likewife  the  yellow,  and  the  red  and 
yellow  cerinthe  :  or  honey-fuckle  :  which  alfo 
blows  wild  in  winter. 

How  many  flowers  might  here  be  enume- 
rated !  and,  while  wandering  in  this  garden 
of  God,  how  often  do  I  regret  my  ignorance 
of  Botany  !  1  forget  no  kind  of  flower,  or  of 
tree,  that  I  have  once  feen  ;  and  I  mould  lefs 
regret  the  ignorance  of  their  names,  did  it  not 
prevent  me  from  communicating  much  of  my 
pleafure  to  you. 

Oh  communication,  what  enchantment  is 
thine  ;  fmce  thou  can  ft  give  life  to  the  dead 
letter  of  a  nomenclature  1 


LETTER  LXXV. 

Naples,  5th  April  1792. 

and  my  wife,  on  the  firft  of  the 
month,  made  a  fhort  journey  to  Averfa.  "When 
we  travelled  from  Rome,  we  made  a  circuit  to 

vifit 
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vifit  the  amphitheatre  of  ancient  Capua,  and 
the  aqueduct  of  Caferta,  and  did  not  pafs 
through  Averfa ;  though  it  lies  on  the  great 
high  road,  in  a  fruitful  country,  and  pleafantly 
fituated  among  arable  lands,  gardens,  and 
vineyards. 

This  very  ancient  town  was  founded  by 
the  Ofci ;  who  called  it  Atella.    The  people 
were  famous  for  their  dramatic  productions, 
which  early  afforded  fuch  great  pleafure  to 
the  youth  of  Rome,  that  they  performed  the 
comedies  called  Fabula  Atellance^  themfelves, 
for  their  private  diverfion  :  nor  would  they 
fufler  them  to  be  degraded  by  the  acting  of 
the  common  players.    According  to  the  tefti- 
mony  of  Livy,  when  thefe  pieces  afterward 
came  to  be  performed  like  others  by  the  act- 
ors, thofe  who  acted  them  enjoyed  a  degree 
of  refpect,  which  was  denied  to  the  ordinary 
comedians*.    The  latter  were  exempted  from 
the  tribes,  and  from  military  fervice  :  but  not 
the  former.    In  later  times,  the  drama  of  the 
Alellani  degenerated  fo  much  that  even  Tibe- 
rius accufed  them  of  licentioufnefs  in  the  Se- 
nate ;  and  a  decree  was  palled  by  which  they 
were  prohibited  in  Italy  f. 

*  Liv.vii.  2,  f 'Tate.  Arinal  W.  14. 

Atella 
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Atella  was  deftroyed  by  the  Barbarians,  who 
overran  thefe  countries.  It  was  rebuilt  by  die 
Normans;  and  Guifcard  their  Duke,  by  whom 
it  was  confiderably  enlarged,  gave  it  the  name 
of  Averfa :  becaufe  it  was  erecled  as  a  bul- 
wark again!!  Naples. 

It  was  once  more  laid  in  ruins  by  Charles 
of  Anjou  :  but  was  foon  afterward  once  again 
rebuilt.  , 

Here,  as  is  general  in  the  province  of  Terra 
dl  Lavoro^  many  people  live  by  the  culture  of 
gardens :  for  which  they  pay  high  rents  to 
the  ground  landlord.  We  went  into  one  of 
thefe  gardens  ;  which  was  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  paces  long,  and  two  hundred  broad, 
and  in  which  there  was  a  fmall  houfe,  inha- 
bited by  a  young  married  couple,  whofe  whole 
wealth  confified  of  an  afs.  The  yearly  rent  of 
thefe  good  people,  for  this  garden,  was  a 
hundred  and  twenty-five  Neapolitan  ducats ; 
or  about  a  hundred  and  thirty-four  rix  dol- 
lars, at  the  rate  of  five  rix  dollars  to  a  pif- 
tole. 

The  garden  was  full  of  vegetables,  and 
fruit  trees,  that  were  then  in  full  bloom.  No- 
thing but  the  pears  and  fennel,  which  is  a  plea- 
fant  vegetable  and  eaten  raw,  are  brought  to 

Naples ; 
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Naples  :;  ;  the  reft  of  the  produce  of  the  gar- 
den is  fold  in  Averfa. 

As  the  land  in  this  country  is  fruitful  through 
the  whole  year,  a  garden  like  this  employs 
many  day  labourers.  Make  an  eftimate  of 
Wages,  of  the  maintenance  of  the  tenants, 
and  of  the  rent  they  pay  to  the  ground  land- 
lord, and  you  will  be  furprifed  at  the  gains 
that  proceed  from  a  garden,  which  is  two 
leagues  and  a  half  diftant  from  the  Metropolis. 
The  gardens  in  the  vicinity  of  Naples  muft 
be  ftill  more  productive.  The  road  that  leads 
from  Portici  to  the  city  is  always  full  of  affes  ; 
which  are  loaded  with  the  fruits  of  the  garden 
as  they  go,  and  with  manure  as  they  return. 
I  faw  to-day  numberlefs  men  going  to  market, 
with  bafkets  full  of  flowers. 

Three  hundred  and  ten  Neapolitan  ducats 
are  paid  to  the  King,  by  a  herdfman,  who 
keeps  from  feventeen  to  twenty  cows,  for  per- 
miflion  to  graze  on  the  charming  banks  of  the 
lake  of  Agnano ;  and,  when  the  air  begins  to 
be  unhealthy  there,  on  fome  other  royal  paf- 
ture. 

*  The  text  reads,  c<  Fenchel,  ein  angenehmes  geratife 
I  fufpe£t  that  Fenehd-apfel>  which  is  a  fpecies  of  apple,  is 
underwood.  T. 

Vot.  III.  K  Let 
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Let  us  return  for  a  moment  to  the  gardens 
of  Averfa,  where  my  wife  fat  for  fome  hours, 
till  the  approach  of  twilight,  among  verdure, 
flowers,  and  fruits,  fuch  as  are  the  produce  of 
fpring  in  Italy.  We  did  not  return  till  it  was 
late  ;  and,  in  the  forenoon  of  the  next  day, 
£he  was  delivered  of  my  little  Sibylla  as  eafily 
as  a  Neapolitan. 

This  morning,  Erneft,  T,  and  Nicolovius, 
took  a  boat,  and  went  to  the  ifland  of  Nifida  ; 
which  is  feparated  from  the  point  of  Pofilipo 
by  a  fmall  found.  This  ifland  is  a  tolerably 
high  and  very  fruitful  hill.  The  olive  is  the 
principal  fupport  of  the  inhabitants:  though 
they  like  wife  grow  flowers,  and  vegetables. 
Pliny  informs  us  that  the  ancients  efteemed 
the  wild  afparagus  of  this  ifland  as  the  beft. 
I  alfo  met  with  much  wild  afparagus,  in  the 
parts  near  Pozzuoli.  The  fennel,  in  great 
quantities,  grows  wild  in  Nifida  :  as  do  many 
of  our  garden  flowers.  We  found  the  beau- 
tiful Iris  already  in  bloom  ;  which  Vofs  fup- 
pofes  to  be  the  Hyacinth  us  of  the  ancients.  We 
like^ife  met  with  wild  vines. 

Rabbits  here  are  in  fuch  great  numbers  as 
to  be  injurious  to  the  inhabitants. 

A  fepulchral  lamp  was  found  here,  in  the 
7  grave 
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grave  of  a  Roman.  YVe  are  told  it  burnt,  and 
that  the  light  was  clear,  in  a  glafs  vial,  which 
was  hermetically  fealed ;  and  that  it  was  ex- 
tinguifhed  the  moment  the  glafs  was  broken. 

The  Greeks  named  this  ifland  Ne/is,  Nrio-is, 
or  little  ifland.  The  whole  bay  of  Naples,  and 
a  part  of  the  bay  of  Gaeta,  may  be  feen  from, 
its  top.  Brutus  remained  here  for  fome  time 
after  the  death  of  Csefar,  and  was  vifited  by 
Cicero*. 
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Naples,  9th  April  1792. 

THhIS  day,  I  went  to  Nola,  which  is 
iituated  about  two  long  German  miles  to  the 
north  of  Naples,  and  met  with  a  very  fertile 
and  well  cultivated  country  ;  fuch  as  is  found 
through  all  the  Terra  di  Lavoro.  Vegetables 
and  corn  grow  intermingled  ;  and  the  Meld 
vine  winds  itfelf  round  the  poplar,  and  the 
mulberry  tree.    This  laft  tree  is  remarkably 

*  Cic.  ad  Attic,  xvi.  epift.  i. 

K  2  large, 
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large,  near  Nola.  The  fituatioa  of  this  little 
town  is  delightful  ;  efpecially  at  prefent,  amid 
the  tender  buds  of  fpring. 

It  is  melancholy  to  meet  with  fo  few  birds 
in  Italy :  the  reafou  is  fo  many  of  them  are 
fhot.  Each  man  is  ready  with  his  gun  :  even 
the  day  labourer  has  his  loaded  fowling  piece, 
Handing  againft  a  tree.  In  the  market-place 
in  Rome,  we  frequently  fee  the  goldfinch,  and 
other  finging  birds,  which  are  purchafed  in 
great  quantities  to  eat. 

About  half  a  German  mile  from  Naples,  on 
the  road  to  Nola,  are  the  ruins  of  the  palace 
Pogglo  Realc  ;  or  King's  Hill  ;  which  was  in- 
habited by  Queen  Johanna  the  Second.  She 
is  accufed  of  having  contrived  a  trap- fall,  in 
this  palace.  The  ftory  is  that,  when  fhe  was 
weary  of  her  lovers,  fhe  plunged  them  by  this 
means  into  the  water  ;  and  thus  this  cruel, 
treacherous,  and  voluptuous,  Queen  endea- 
voured at  once  to  bury  the  fhame  and  the  re- 
membrance of  guilt  in  this  gulph. 

Fountains  are  met  with  on  both  fides  of  the 
way,  between  this  caftle  and  Naples.  The 
high  road,  like  moll  of  thofe  that  I  have  tra- 
velled in  Italy,  is  very  good.  On  this  fide  of 
the  Alps,  you  have  never  any  turnpikes  to  pay  ; 

as 
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as  you  fo  frequently  have  in  Germany,  and 
in  the  northern  parts  of  our  country  ;  and 
not  feldom  for  roads  that  are  almoft  impaf- 
fable. 

The  rye  near  Nola  is  high  in  ear.  This 
kind  of  grain  is  fcarce  in  Italy  :  it  was  pro- 
bably firft  introduced  by  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth.  It  is  called  grano  Gerrnano  ;  or  Ger- 
man corn  ;  and  the  people  here,  as  in  France, 
mix  the  flower  of  rye  and  the  flower  of  wheat. 

Cluverius  proves  %  from  a  pafTage  in  Vel- 
leius  Paterculus,  that  the  town  of  Nola  is  of 
elder  date  by  eight-and-forty  years  than  Rome; 
and  that  it  was  founded  eight  hundred  and 
one  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  Velleius,  by  the  Etrurians. 

Others  fay  it  was  founded  by  the  Greeks ; 
from  Chalcis  in  Eubcea.  Some  fcarce  coins  of 
this  town  bear  Greek  inferiptions ;  and  thefe 
coins  and  the  multitude  of  Grecian  vafes, 
which  are  found  here,  equally  denote  that  it 
has  been  inhabited  by  Greeks.  It  is  only  from 
error  that  the  epithet  of  Etrufcan  vafes  has 
been  given  to  veffels,  which  were  feldom 
found  in  Etruria,  but  principally  in  the  fe- 
pulchres  of  Grccia  Magna  and  Sicilia. 


*  Cluv.  Ital.  Ant. 

K3 
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I  faw  a  famous  collection  of  thefe  vafes, 
which  was  made  by  Don  Picdro  Virenzio. 
Except  that  of  Sir  William  Hamilton  in  Na- 
ples, it  is  the  fineft  collection  poffeffed  by  any 
private  pcrfon. 

The  vafes  found  in  Nola  are  efteemed  to 
be  the  moft  beautiful  in  Italy :  though  thofe 
of  Sicily  are  thought  preferable.  The  Ro- 
mans placed  fome  value  on  thefe  vafes  in  the 
time  of  Cxfar,  Suetonius  informs  us  *  that, 
fome  raonths  before  the  death  of  Cxfar,  a  Ro- 
mifh  colony,  which  had  been  fent  to  Capua, 
deftroyed  feveral  tombs  in  order  to  build 
country  houfes  :  which  work,  fays  the  hifto- 
rian,  they  performed  the  more  diligently  be- 
caufe  they  found  fome  vafes  of  ancient  work-? 
manfhip. 

In  the  collection  of  Don  Piedro  Virenzio,  I 
faw  a  particular  kind  of  earthen  urn,  which 
was  entirely  in  the  form  of  a  faddle.  The 
corps  had  been  laid  in  the  hollow,  probably  to 
denote  that  it  wras  the  body  of  a  valiant  war- 
rior. The  horfe-tamer  hrimfap&t  and  the 
horfe -driver  iT5r»Aa7ws  are  common  epithets 
for  heroes,  among  the  Greek  poets,  and  par-r 
ticularly  Homer. 

*  Suet-  in  Vita  Julii,  cap.  18, 

This 
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This- town  is  frequently  mentioned,  in  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Second  Punic  War.  It  was 
allied  to  the  Romans  :  and,  after  the  battle 
of  Cannse,  the  Senate  and  principal  perfons  of 
Nola  remained  faithful  to  their  allies  :  but  the 
people  inclined  to  the  Carthaginians*.  How- 
ever there  were  not  wanting  fome  of  the  chiefs, 
who  cherifhed  the  pride  and  the  hope  of 
being  the  allies  of  Hannibal.  Among  thefe 
was  a  courageous  knight,  Lucius  Bantius  by 
name,  who  after  the  battle  of  Cannse  was 
found  by  Hannibal  under  heaps  of  flain,  The 
great  general,  who  left  no  means  unemployed 
that  might  induce  the  people  of  Italy  to  de- 
fert  the  Romans,  caufed  him  to  be  carefully 
attended,  and  not  only  fufFered  him  to  depart 
without  ranfom,  but  gave  him  prefents.  From 
this  time  Bantius  became  devoted  to  Han- 
nibal, and  endeavoured  to  excite .  his  fellow 
citizens  to  revolt. 

Marcellus  was  informed  of,  though  he  did 
not  appear  to  remark,  the  intentions  of  the 
youth  ;  and,  calling  him  to  him,  fpoke  in  this 
friendly  manner : 

"  It  appears  that  many  of  your  townfmen 
"  are  unjuft  to  you  ;  for  no  perfon  of  Nola 

*  Liv.  xxiii.  c.  14,  15. 

K4  ,  "has 
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"  has  related  to  me  your  noble  warlike  deeds ; 
"  but  it  was  not  poflihk  to  conceal  from  me 
"  the  valour  of  a  man  who  has  fought  in  the 
"  Roman  army.  From  many  of  your  fellow 
u  warriors  have  I  heard  what  kind  of  man  you 
"  are  ;  and  how  frequent  and  eminent  have 
"  been  the  dangers  you  have  incurred,  for 
<c  the  fafety  and  dignity  of  the  Roman  peo- 
V  pie  :  how,  bleeding  and  exhausted,  you  were 
iC  almoft  crufhed  to  death  under  heaps  of 
"  arms,  horfes,  and  men.  Continue  worthy 
"  of  yourfelf.  The  praife  and  the  recom- 
4C  penfe  due  to  valour  fhali  be  beftowed  by 
ic  me  ;  and  you  mall  be  taught  that  the  of- 
"  tener  you  are  with  me  the  greater  fhall  be 
M  the  rewards  and  the  honours  that  you  mall 
"  ftiare  " 

Marcellus  accompanied  thefe  kind  words 
with  a  prefent  in  money,  and  a  fine  horfe ; 
and  likewife  ordered  the  lienors  to  admit  him, 
whenever  he  mould  pay  him  a  vifit. 

From  this  time,  Rome  had  no  friend  more 
ferviceable,  or  more  faithful,  than  Bantius. 

Soon  afterward,  the  Romans  and  Carthagi- 
nians came  to  a  battle,  before  the  gates  of  this 
town  ;  in  which  Marcellus  obtained  a  confi- 
gurable advantage. 

4  After 
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After  the  vidory,  the  Romans  entered  the 
town,  fhut  all  the  gates,  placed  watch  guards, 
held  tribunals,  and  decapitated  above  feventy 
of  the  citizens  ;  who  were  convided  of  hav- 
ing entered  into  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
Hannibal. 

How  unfortunate  were  thefe  times,  the 
falfe  glory  of  which  is  lb  dazzling  !  Mar- 
cellus  was  by  nature  a  benevolent  man  :  but 
here  he  aded  in  conformity  to  the  manners 
of  his  age.  The  Grecian  and  Roman  hiftories 
are  full  of  iliil  greater  miferies,  inflided  on 
places  over  which  a  victorious  General  has 
fat  as  judge,  armed  with  the  fanguinary  axe* 
We  fhudder  while  we  read,  in  Thucydides, 
how,  in  the  Peloponnefian  war,  in  which  this 
hiftorian  took  part  as  a  General,  the  barghers 
of  the  Greek  cities,  that  were  democratically  . 
inclined,  were  perfecuted  by  the  Spartans ; 
and  thofe  that  favoured  Oligarchy  by  the 
Athenians. 

The  number  of  Greeks  that  were  publicly 
fold  as  Haves,  by  Paulus  iEmiiius,  who  like 
Marceilus  was  one  of  the  moil  benevolent  of 
the  Romans,  was  prodigious*. 

A  year  after  this  firft  advantage  over  Haft* 

*  fiut.  Life  pi 

nibal, 
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nibal,  Marcellus  again  vanquished  him,  before 
the  gates  of  Nola,  in  a  greater  battle  *  ;  in 
which  the  fortune  of  war  began  to  change. 
More  than  five  thoufand  Carthaginians  re- 
mained on  the  field,  fix  hundred  were  made 
prisoners,  and  this  decifive  victory  did  not 
coft  the  Romans  a  thoufand  men. 

Auguftus  died  in  Nola  ;  and,  if  I  do  not 
miftake,  Agrippa,  two  years  before  him,  ex- 
pired there.  He  was  a  great  man,  and  was 
worthy  of  a  better  age.  However  he  merits 
our  efteem,  for  having  leffened  the  misfortunes 
of  his  time.  He  was  a  man  of  a  noble  mind, 
and  not  only  the  friend  of  Auguftus  but  the 
friend  of  freedom.  Rome  was  principally 
indebted  to  him,  and  to  the  worthy  Valerius 
JVIcflala,  the  friend  of  Brutus,  for  the.  change 
that  was  produced  in  Auguftus  ;  who,  from 
a  blood  thirfty  tyrant,  became  a  wife  ruler. 

When  Auguftus  conceived,  or  rather  pre- 
tended to  conceive,  the  thought  of  reftoring 
the  antient  freedom  of  the  republic,  Agrippa 
advifed  him  to  purfue  this  plan  :  but  Mx- 
cenas,  a  man  neither  poffeffed  of  his  wifdom 
nor  his  virtue,  advifed  the  contrary.  Yet  was 
Maecenas  in  the  right.    Political  chimeras  are 

*  Liv.  xxiii.  c.  44. 

innu- 
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innumerable :  but  the  moft  chimerical  of  all 
j.s  the  project  of  imagining  that  a  people,  deep- 
ly funk  in  degeneracy,  are  capable  of  recover- 
ing the  ancient  grandeur  of  freedom.  Who 
toffes  the  bird  into  the  air  after  his  wings 
are  clipped  ?  So  far  from  reftoring  it  to  the 
power  of  flight,  it  will  but  difable  it  more. 

It  is  rather  generally  believed  that  bells 
were  firft  invented  in  Nola ;  and  it  is  true 
that  the  Latin  name  for  a  bell  is  nola.  Thofe 
however  place  the  period  of  difcovery  too  late 
that  afcribe  it  to  Saint  Paulinus,  who  was 
Bimop  of  Nola  in  the  fifth  century.  He 
might  probably  introduce  the  ufe  of  them  in 
churches.  Large  and  fmall  bells  were  well  v 
known  to  the  ancients.  Of  the  latter,  in  the 
Mufeum  of  Portici,  I  have  feen  fuch  as  are 
now  ufed  in  mountainous  diftritts,  to  hang 
round  the  necks  of  cattle,  goats,  and  fneep. 
Mention  is  made  of  bells  by  the  Greek  and 
Roman  writers  ;  and,  among  others,  by  EX- 
chylus,  and  Ariftophanes  :  and  iEfchylus  lived 
a  thoufand  years  before  Paulinus.  The  Ro- 
mans may  probably  enough  have  procured 
*heir  firft  bells  from  Nola,  and  therefore  may 
have  named  them  after  the  town  :  or  it  is  not 

impro- 
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improbable  that  the  bells  of  Nola  were  diftin- 
guifhable  by  the  clearnefs  of  the  found  they 
gave. 


LETTER  LXXVII. 

Naples,  19th  April  1792. 

On  the  14th,  Nicolovius,  Erneft,  and 
myfelf,  went  on  board  a  felucca  manned  by 
eight  feamen.  The  weather  was  fine,  but 
the  wind  was  contrary ;  and  we  were  three 
hours  and  a  half  in  rowing  to  the  ifland  of 
Procida.  We  paffed  near  the  Pofilipo,  leaving 
Nifida  on  the  right,  and  failed  immediately 
under  the  promontory  of  Miienum. 

Like  all  the  iflands  of  thefe  parts,  Procida 
has  a  high  and  in  general  a  rocky  fhore.  We 
landed  at  the  little  town  of  Procida,  which 
we  found  fwarming  with  people  and  traders. 
Tolerably  large  veffels  are  built  here  ;  and  the 
port  is  in  greater  activity  than  might  have 
been  expected,  fromfo  fmall  a  plage. 

The 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  l4t 

The  iflands  of  Procida  and  Ifchia  were 
peopled  by  the  Greeks  of  Chalcis,  and  Ere- 
tria  :  two  towns  of  the  ifland  of  Eubcea,  now 
Negroponte.  Its  name,  Proclda^  or  Procltay 
is  either  derived  from  the  word  Tr^^yc-a,  the 
projecting,  or  Trjo^la,  the  projected.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  ancient  writers  that  it  had  once 
been  united  with  Ifchia  ;  which  they  likewife 
called  Pithecufa^  J&neria^  and  Inarimce ;  and 
that  they  had  been  feparated  from  each  other 
by  an  earthquake. 

This  ifland  formerly  belonged  to  John  of 
Procida,  who  lived  in  the  thirteenth  century  5 
and  who,  after  he  had  ftirred  up  Spain  and 
Conftantinople,  againft  Charles  of  Anjou,  was 
the  author  of  the  famous  confpiracy  againft 
the  French,  in  Sicily  :  the  meafures  of  which 
were  taken  with  fo  much  precaution,  entered 
into  with  fitch  wonderful  fecrecy,  and  exe- 
cuted with  fuch  unheard  of  boldnefs.  The 
bell  which,  on  the  third  day  of  Eafter,  in  the 
year  1282,  called  the  people  to  vefpers  was 
the  fignal,  through  the  whole  ifland,  for  the 
murder  of  the  French  ;  whofe  paft  excefles 
could  afford  no  excufe  either  for  malfacre,  or 
for  undiftinguifhing  and  univerfal  vengeance. 
The  only  man  that  efcaped  aflalTmation,  and 

.whofe 
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whofe  virtue  well  merited  the  diftin&ion,  was 
William  of  Porcelets*. 

Juft  as  we  landed,  we  perceived  a  man  on 
an  afs,  in  the  middle  of  the  market  place.  His 
habit  and  appearance  we  thought  comic  :  they 
reminded  us  of  the  gentlemen  bachelors  with 
whom  Le  Sage,  in  Gil  Bias,  and  his  much 
greater  mafter,  Cervantes,  in  Don  Quixote* 
had  brought  us  acquainted.  Under  a  veil* 
which  to  us  had  fomething  of  the  ridiculous* 
traits  of  the  nobleft  benevolence,  were  difco- 
verable.  The  people  in  numbers  crowded 
round  him  ;  while  he  diftributed  alms  to  the 
poor,  converfed  with  them,  and  appeared  ac- 
cuftomed  to  beftow  upon  them  nobler  gifts  : 
thofe  of  council  and  remonftrance. 

We  went  up  to  the  royal  caftle,  which  U 
fituated  high  above  the  town,  and  which  pof- 
feffes  a  fimple  pleafant  garden ;  where  the 
King,  that  he  may  enjoy  the  country  fports, 
has  cover  for  pheafants.  Thefe  birds  already 
are  in  brood  :  though  I  have  feen  finer  in 
many  parts  of  Germany,  and  particularly  in 
Bohemia. 

The  pheafants  fly  over  the  whole  ifland  ; 
which  has  given  occafion  to  a  rigorous  and 

*  See  a  note  to  Letter  hh  vol.  ii.  p.  394.  T. 

Uplift 
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unjuft  law,  by  which  the  inhabitants  are  for- 
bidden to  keep  cats  :  and  rats  and  mice  are  fo 
numerous  that  the  very  children  in  the  cradle 
are  not  fafe.  The  afflicted  people  fent  de- 
puties to  the  King,  and  humbly  petitioned  for 
the  repeal  o£  this  law.  Dogs  likewife  are  now 
prohibited  in  the  ifland. 

This  little  country  is  a  garden  ;  fertile  in 
fruits  and  vegetables,  and  exceedingly  popu- 
lous. In  the  afternoon,  we  went  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  ifland,  and  waited  for  our  felucca 
in  a  fmall  bay,  between  high  promontories. 
The  fteep  mores  here  confifl  of  the  tdfus% 
tufa^  or  fand  ftone,  are  exceedingly  forked, 
craggy,  and  hollow,  and  every  where  difcover, 
along  the  ftrand,  tokens  of  fiery  waves,  ap- 
pearances of  its  volcanic  origin,  and  fuch  as 
confirm  the  opinion  of  the  ancients,  that  Pro- 
rida  and  Ifchia  were  once  the  fame  ifland. 

Some  roads,  and  the  ftreets  of  the  little 
town,  are  paved  with  lava. 

Procida  is  a  long  German  mile  in  circum- 
ference.  Between  the  promontory  of  St.  Mar- 
garet in  Procida,  and  the  ifland  of  Ifchia, 
though  much  the  neareft  to  Procida,  the  high 
little  ifland  of  Vivara  is  fituated ;  which, 
though  uninhabited,  is  cultivated  by  the  peo- 
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pic  of  Procida.  The  King  has  a  hunting  feat 
here,  for  the  chace  of  the  hare. 

The  largeft  and  moft  beautiful  of  thefc 
iflands  is  Ifchia  ;  which  at  firft  has  a  gentle 
and  then  a  Iteep  afcent,  to  the  fummit  of  the 
lofty  and  the  formerly  volcanic  mountain, 
Epomeus.  It  is  fecn  to  a  great  diftance  ;  while 
its  fantaftic  forms  charm  and  diverfify  the 
profpecl  :  fo  that  it  appears  to  be  the  centre 
of  the  furrounding  paradife  ;  the  iflands  and 
fhores  of  which  feem  to  decorate  and  do  it 
homage. 

A  high  rock  rifes  in  the  fea  toward  Procida  ; 
which  is  embellimed  with  a  little  town,  and 
many  trees,  and  in  which  the  Biihop  of  Ifchia 
re  fides.  On  the  top  of  the  rock  a  ftrong  fort- 
refs  is  built,  in  which  a  garrifon  is  Rationed, 
and  from  which  fortrefs  the  rock  is  called 
Cujlcllo  cV  Ifchia.  The  rock  is  connected  with 
the  ifland  by  a  long  bridge  ;  which  aids  in 
forming  the  haven  of  the  lively  Borgo  Ifchia^ 
or  fubir  bs  of  Iichia,  that  are  built  on  the 
ifland,  and  fo  called  after  the  fmall  town  on 
the  rock.  The  Borgo  d'  Ifchia  is  well  built, 
and  {lands  immediately  on  the  fca  lliore. 

We  arrived  early  enough  to  fee  the  fun  go 
down  over  the  Logo  del  Re  :  or  King's  lake. 

Here 
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Here  there  are  warm  baths,  which  are  vifited 
by  the  principal  people  of  Naples.  Conve- 
niences are  wanting  to  this  place  :  the  houfes 
are  few,  and  fmall,  and  the  bathers  muft  bring 
their  own  bathing  vefTels.  The  warm  fpring 
runs  into  the  lake  ;  which  contains  fait  water, 
and  is  connected  with  the  fea,  by  a  canal. 

The  canal  is  provided  with  floodgates ;  the 
opening  of  which  into  this  little  lake,  that  re- 
fembles  the  Lucrine  lake  in  its  form,  fupplies 
it  from  time  to  time  with  freih  fea  water, 
and  quantities  of  large  fifti.  The  King  amufes 
himfelf  occafionally  at  this  fifhery. 

There  is  a  broad  bed  of  lava  near  this  lake, 
which  in  the  year  1301  gufhed  out  of  the 
foot  of  Epomeus.  Although  five  centuries 
have  elapfed  fince  the  laft  eruption  from  the 
mountain,  the  face  of  the  lava  is  almoft  en- 
tirely barren  ;  being  thinly  fcattered  with  man- 
erpfcffer  *,  and  grafs.  The  Java  emitted  by 
Mount  Vefuvius,  in  the  year  1767,  is  already 
more  covered  with  vegetation  :  fo  different  is 
one  kind  of  lava  from  another,  and  thus  ob- 
fcure  are  thefe  annals  of  nature,  when  their 
dates  are  unknown  to  hiftory.    The  remem- 

*  Literally,  wall  pepper.  I  cannot  difcover  what  plant 
is  meant.  T. 

Vol.  III.  L  brance 
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brance  of  the  defolating  fire  ftill  lives  among 
the  iflanders :  the  country  people  relate  that 
it  deftroyid  a  little  town. 

1  he  Greek  inhabitants  were  early  terrified 
by  thefe  dreadful  phenomena  ;  and,  forfaiting 
the  ifland,  fettled  on  the  continent,  where 
they  built  the  town  of  Cumse.  A  repofe  of 
h\e  hundred  years  appears  to  afford  an  affu- 
rance  of  lafety,  to  the  people  of  Ifchia  ;  who 
now  enjoy  the  advantage  of  volcanic  coun- 
tries, healing  baths,  and  extraordinary  ferti- 
lity, without  the  dread  of  future  deftruction. 

On  the  15th,  we  fet  out  early,  mounted  011 
afles,  and  rode  firft  to  Cafamiccia,  the  place 
where  the  warm  fprings  are  :  though  there  are 
more  warm  fprings  in  the  ifland,  and  of  va- 
rious medicinal  qualities.  There  is  a  large 
building  in  Cafamkcia^  the  name  of  which  is 
Monti  dl  Mifcrlcordia,  where  fix  hundred  poor 
patients  are  annually  relieved,  bathed,  taken 
care  of,  and  fed,  for  a  fortnight  each,  from  a 
fund  of  legacies  and  prefents,  that  have  been 
beftowed  by  private  perfons.  The  building  is 
large  and  well  conftru&ed  ;  and  the  court  is 
fhaded  by  high  mulberry  trees.  The  necefli- 
ties  of  the  poor  are  but  too  frequently  neglect- 
ed :  here  the  cafe  is  otherwife.  The  neceffaries 

provided 
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provided  for  the  baths  of  the  poor  are  very 
much  better  than  thofe  of  the  baths  of  the 
rich  at  the  Lago  dd  Re. 

We  again  mounted  our  affes,  and  rode  to 
Lacco :  a  little  town  which  is  poffeffed  of  a 
port,  in  which  there  is  a  rock,  that  rifes  out 
of  the  waves,  in  the  form  of  a  mufhroom. 
Round  the  ftalk  of  the  mufhroom  there  are 
large  ftones  lying  ;  to  which,  inftead  of  riding 
at  anchor,  the  veffels  are  tied  with  ropes. 

We  fpent  our  noon  in  Furia  d% Ifchia ;  which 
contells  the  honour  of  being  the  chief  place 
of  the  ifland  with  the  Cajlello  d^  Ifchia*  Furia 
is  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  Ifchia,  on  a  cape. 

Ail  the  places  that  they  call  towns  are  built 
on  the  fea  fhore  ;  along  which  we  fometimes 
rode,  and  fometimes  left  it  to  pafs  through 
blooming  valleys,  or  over  hills,  from  the  tops 
of  which  we  could  again  fee  the  coaft.  The 
ifland  is  charming  in  the  higheft  degree.  Here 
a  far  projecting  rock  is  connected  with  the 
land  by  a  flender  cape  ;  and  there  detached 
cliffs  tower  above  the  waves.  Each  form 
feems  caft  with  a  bold  yet  playful  hand  ;  and 
every  moment  affords  a  various  profpect.  Thefe 
lieights  are  planted  with  vineyards,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Germans.  In  every  valley,  the 
L  2  fuc- 
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fucculent  vine  entwines  itfelf  round  the  fleil- 
der  poplar,  or  carts  its  arms  over  the  knotty 
mulberry  tree,  and  luxuriantly  fprouts  from 
ftem  to  ftem.  Among  them  the  pulpy  fig 
profufely  grows  ;  and  large  plum  and  cherry 
trees  are  now  in  full  bloom.  With  the  aro- 
matic fweets  of  the  flowering  orange  and  ci- 
tron, the  delightful  odour  of  the  pear  inter- 
mingles, or  the  beautiful  red  bud  of  the  apple 
tree.  Fruit  of  the  fize  of  a  cherry  already  is 
feen,  on  the  large  apricot  tree  ;  and  the  peach, 
like  the  reft,  is  in  bloom.  The  orange  and 
lemon  trees  were  ftill  heavily  loaded,  among 
the  deep  cliffs,  with  ripe  fruit :  while,  as  we 
turned,  trees  of  the  very  fame  kind,  growing 
on  the  funny  hills,  regaled  us  with  the  odour 
of  their  white  flowery  branches. 

Different  beauties  will  foon  embellifh  the 
ifland :  for  foon  the  pomegranate  will  begin 
to  blow,  then  the  oleander,  and,  which  is  here 
equally  common,  the  aloe  :  the  prickly  plants 
of  which  ferve  as  hedges,  or  grow  wild  in 
company  with  the  Indian  fig,  that  rears  its 
branches  among  the  craggy  rocks. 

Never  before  did  I  behold  fuch  varieties  of 
bloom  !  Never  before  was  I  regaled  with  the. 
aromatic  fweets  of  fo  many  rich  fhrubs  1  Nu- 
merous 
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mcrous  flowers  fprlng  up,  in  this  fortunate 
climate,  which  are  rarely  feen  by  us,  or  of 
which  we  only  have  a  tranfitory  glimpfe  : 
flowers'  and  plants  that  here  are  nourifhed  in 
the  bofom  of  a  mild  mother,  and  befriended 
by  beams  that  animate  but  do  not  fcorch  ; 
foftened  as  they  are  by  the  purenefs  of  the 
air,  and  the  cooling  breezes  of  the  fea,  through 
which  they  pafs ;  and  protected  as  the  fruits 
and  flowers  are,  in  fhady  valleys  and  among 
deep  rocky  cliffs,  by  the  fprings  and  rills  of 
which  they  are  watered.  Even  the  wild  red 
ranunculus,  which  is  feen  blowing  through 
the  whole  winter  in  Rome,  among  the  ruins 
of  antiquity,  is  ftill  here  in  blow  ;  and  ftili 
the  late  primrole,  and  the  violet,  are  budding 
in  company  with  the  early  rofe. 

Some  few  fmall  fields  only  of  this  ifland  are 
allotted  to  grain:  the  foil  is  employed  to  greater 
advantage  in  the  cultivation  of  vegetables* 
The  inhabitants  of  this  incredibly  populous 
little  ifland  have  fcarcely  any  meadow  land* 
The  profitable  afs  relieves  them  from  the  ne^ 
cefilty  of  breeding  horfes  ;  and  the  abfence  of 
the  cow  is  fupplied  by  the  goat,  which  animal 
finds  on  the  luxuriant  aromatic  cliffs  pafture 
^hat  gives  the  milk  an  excellent  tafte.  ThQ 
L  3  flieep 
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fheep  feeds  in  company  with  the  goat.  Of 
ducks  and  geefe,  of  which  there  are  few 
through  all  Italy,  I  faw  none  in  Ifchia. 

In  ibme  places,  frefh  water  is  fcarce  ;  and 
the  rain  is  collected  in  cifterns,  the  water  of 
which  is  efteemed  in  proportion  to  its  age,  as 
it  continually  becomes  more  pure.  If  I  do  no: 
miftake,it  was  in  Furia,  at  lean:  in  one  of  the 
towns,  that  they  recommended  water  which 
was  three  years  old,  as  we  mould  recommend 
wine  for  its  age  :  nor  were  they  miftaken,  for 
the  water  was  excellent.  Their  wine  would 
be  equally  good,  were  it  equally  long  kept. 
It  refembles,  in  colour,  the  dark  madeira ;  of 
that  kind  which  has  a  caft  of  red. 

From  complaifance  rather  than  from  euri- 
ofitv,  we  fuffered  our  landlord  to  take  us  to 
a  chapel,  of  the  magnificence  of  which  he 
loudly  vaunted.  It  was  in  truth  rather  rich 
than  beautiful,  and  wholly  incrufted  with  yel- 
low variegated  marble.  There  is  a  beautiful 
ilatue,  of  white  marble,  in  the  facrifty,  of  Re- 
ligion, delicately  veiled.  Her  charming  coun- 
tenance is  known  at  the  firft  glance  ;  and  the 
deception  of  art  is  io  great  that  the  fpectator 
is  almoft  tempted  to  lift  up  the  veil.  At  the 
bottom  is  infcrib.d  Rcliglo pura  ct  humaculata  : 

Pure 
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Pure  religion  and  undefiled  *.  There  is  a 
well  executed  baflb  relievo,  on  the  pedeflal  ; 
which  reprefents  the  leading  of  Eleazer  to 
death,  becaufe  he  refufed  to  difobey  the  com- 
mand of  God  f .  The  devout  old  man  is  ex- 
horting the  Jews,  by  whom  he  is  furrounded. 
This  beautiful  ftatue  is  the  work  of  Giufeppe 
Sanmartino  ;  a  fculptor  of  Naples,  who  is  ftill 
living,  and  by  whom  I  have  feen  feveral  excel- 
lent performances  in  one  of  the  churches  of 
Naples. 

The  pictures  of  this  chapel  are  vile,  except 
a  John  the  Baptift,  by  Vaccari,  of  Naples  ; 
which  had  been  prefented  to  the  owner  of  the 
chapel,  by  Sir  William  Hamilton. 

We  were  intending  to  depart,  when  our 
guide  infilled  that  we  mould  go  with  him 
into  a  chamber,  belonging  to  the  chapel. 
Adejjb  vi  faro  vedcr  tin  a  lira  galanteria  :  I 
will  now  mew  you  another  mark  of  kind- 
nefs,  faid  he.  We  followed  him,  and  faw 
the  owner  of  the  family  chapel,  whcfe  name 
is  Don  Pietro  Regine,  and  who  likewife  per- 
formed the  office  of  prieft.  He  was  in  bed  in-> 
difpofed  of  a  cold,  was  a  handfome  old  man 
with  a  mild  countenance,  and  gave  us  a  friendly 
*  James  i.  27.  f  ^  Maccabees  chap.  vi.  18. 

L  4  recep- 
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reception.  I  afked  him  whether  he  would 
not  do  well  to  vifit  the  baths  of  the  ifland  ; 
and  he  anfwered,  with  the  pride  of  a  good 
conftitution,  which  well  becomes  an  aged  pei> 
fon,  "  I  never  take  any  remedy." 

While  we  were  converfing  with  him,  the 
attendants  opened  a  fhrine ;  which  was  partly 
in  the  bed  chamber,  and  partly  in  another 
room,  and  the  riches  of  which  were  uncom- 
monly great,  for  a  private  chapel.  Among 
other  valuable  works  in  the  noble  metals,  part 
of  which  were  ornamented  with  precious 
ftones,  it  contained  three  bufts  of  maffy  filver, 
as  large  as  life. 

The  old  gentleman  took  great  pleafure  in 
difplaying  all  this  wealth.  Some  calm  re- 
flections, introduced  by  our  converfation  on 
the  beautiful  ftatue  of  Religion,  deprived  him 
of  this  childifh  gratification  ;  but  made  him 
capable  of  one  much  greater  :  "  Pure  religion 
"  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the  Father  is 
"  this  :  to  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and  the  widows 
"  in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himfelf  un- 

fpotted  from  the  world 

I  afterward  learned  that  he  gave  much 
away  in  alms :  but  does  a  delight  in  gold  and 

#  James,  i.  27. 

precious 
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precious  {tones,  even  though  confecrated  to  the 
church,  coincide  with  the  ideas  of  pure  reli- 
gion and  undefiled  ;  fuch  as  the  great  apoftlp 
recommends  ? 

I  was  informed  that  the  produce  of  hi§ 
wines  enabled  him  to  incur  thefe  great  ex- 
pences. 

We  were  defirous  of  riding  over  the  hill 
Epomeus ;  which,  in  the  Italian  language,  is 
called  Epomeo,  The  name  given  it  by  the 
people  of  Ifchia  is  Monte  dl  Santo  Nicolo  :  af- 
ter a  monallery,  that  is  built  upon  it :  which, 
abbreviated  in  the  Neapolitan  dialed:,  is  pro- 
nounced Mon  San  Nico ;  likewife  frequently 
San  Nico.  Our  guides,  proud  of  the  beauties 
of  their  country,  offered  to  take  us  a  pleafant 
circuit. 

At  firft,  we  rode  among  garden  walls,  that 
were  overarched  by  the  branches  of  fruit  trees 
in  full  bloom.  At  one  moment  we  had  an 
open  profpecl  toward  the  land  and  fea;  and 
at  another  rode  up  fteep  afcents,  which  were 
fo  narrow  and  high  that  we  could  pluck  the 
bloffoms  from  the  trees,  on  every  fide,  from 
the  backs  of  our  afTes.  We  were  obliged  to 
be  careful  of  our  knees  between  the  rocks, 
]becaufe  the  alios  were  with  equal  difficulty 

driver!, 
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driven,  held  back,  or  guided.  The  path  fre- 
quently lay  on  the  brink  of  deep  cliffs ;  all  of 
which,  like  the  heights,  were  planted  with 
fruit  trees  ;  and  over  high  and  bufhy  rocks, 
where  we  faw  dreadful  gulphs  immediately 
by  our  fide.  The  windings  of  thefe  paths 
often  fuddenly  led  to  fteep  places,  that  were 
lb  fmall  as  not  to  appear  capable  of  being 
palled  ;  and  the  rider  is  obliged  entirely  to 
commit  himfelf  to  his  afs. 

Extenfive  profpects  frequently  opened  up- 
on us.  We  faw  the  tower  of  San  Angela  lying 
as  it  were  at  our  feet.  This  tower  is  built 
on  a  high  rock,  that  projects  far  into  the 
fea  ;  and  is  connected  with  the  ifland  by  a 
low  cape.  We  were  long  before  we  had  at- 
tained any  confiderable  height,  becaufe  we 
frequently  again  wrent  down  fteep  declivities: 
but  now  we  almofl  continually  afcended  dread- 
ful paths,  that  lay  between  high  walls  of  the 
tufa,  or  fand  Hone,  of  which  the  mountain 
confifts.  We  met  with  fportfmen,  who  were 
hunting  the  quail  ;  and  who  barefooted,  that 
they  might  not  flip,  fprang  light  as  the  goat 
over  the  poiimed  tufa.  The  dogs  bring  the 
birds  that  are  mot  out  of  caverns,  which  are 
impaffable  even  to  thefe  huntfmen* 

The 
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The  upper  part  of  the  mountain  is  rough, 
but  Mill  not  deftitute  of  fhrubs  and  trees  ; 
among  which  the  fheep  and  goats  wander. 
The  more  dry  and  high  the  foil  is  the  more 
powerful  is  the  aromatic  odour  of  vegetation. 

About  four  hours  and  a  half  after  we  had 
left  Furia,  we  came  to  the  hermitage  on  the 
top  of  the  mountain  ;  which  is  inhabited  by 
two  monks,  and  dug  out  of  the  tufa  between 
overhanging  cliffs.  A  hermit,  in  the  proper 
fenfe  of  the  word,  would  in  fad  be  fo  diftant 
from  the  habitations  of  men,  and  fo  helplefs, 
on  this  naked  rock,  efpecially  in  cafe  of  lick- 
nefs,  as  to  be  in  great  danger.  A  third  is  come 
to  them  as  a  gueft ;  but  is  fo  weak  that  he 
cannot  undertake  a  journey  to  the  monaftery 
in  the  valley.  He  fits  almoil  continually  ei- 
ther before  the  church  door  or  in  the  church. 
He  fcarcely  feemed  to  mark  our  approach, 
and  fpoke  only  when  he  was  queftioned  ;  but 
anfwered  with  kindnefs  and  ferenity.  He  told 
Nicolovius  that  he  was  born  in  the  year  1 706  j 
from  whom  he  learned  the  date  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  and  thence  difcovered  that  he  was 
eighty-fix  years  of  age.  He  is  by  birth  a 
Palatine,  but  has  almoft  forgotten  our  mother 
tongue. 

Toward 
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Toward  evening  the  iky  became  obfeured, 
and  deprived  us  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the 
fun  go  down.  Black  clouds,  riding  eaftward, 
received  the  deep  fhadows  of  the  craggy 
mountain  on  which  we  flood,  and  difplaycd 
their  forms.  Under  them,  we  diftinguiihed 
the  other  iflands,  with  their  coafts.  The  fea 
and  the  fky  imperceptibly  loft  themfelves  in 
each  other ;  which  is  an  appearance  more 
common  to  thefe  countries  than  it  is  to  any 
other  countries  and  feas  that  I  have  vifited. 
Sometimes  you  difcover  a  fhip,  in  a  place 
which  before  you  had  fuppofed  to  be  the  fky  ; 
and  at  others  a  rainbow,  where  you  had 
Imagined  that  it  was  the  fea  you  faw. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  fun  rofe  behind  clouds  : 
yet  the  profpeel:  of  the  diftant  places  was  very 
beautiful.  Our  view  extended  from  the  ifland 
of  Ponza,  nay  from  Monte  Dragone  with  all 
the  intervening  fcas  and  fhores,  to  Monte 
Cava  ;  which  towers  beyond  the  cape  of  So- 
rento.  This  profpect  every  inftant  increafed 
in  grandeur,  as  the  clouds  gradually  receded 
before  the  rifing  fun. 

We  now  thought  proper  to  return,  and 
proceeded  by  the  fhorteft  road  to  Borgo  df  lf* 
chia*    We  found  the  way  by  no  means  fo 

difficult 
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difficult  as  from  Furla  (P Ifchia  to  the  mo- 
naftery  ;  though  no  lefs  rich  in  fcenery.  At 
firft,  we  frequently  again  rode  among  deep 
valleys  ;  or  rather  verdant  and  leafy  patches 
of  the  mountain  ;  which  appear  to  have  been 
produced  by  eruptions  of  fubterranean  fire* 
and  earthquakes.  Of  the  former  they  have 
feen  no  appearance,  fmce  the  great  eruption 
in  130 1  :  but  earthquakes  are  not  unfrequent. 
One  of  the  monks,  who  had  inhabited  the 
mountain  eight-and-thirty  years,  told  us  that 
about  once  in  four  or  five  years  fhocks  wTere* 
felt  on  the  north  fide  of  the  mountain :  but 
they  did  no  damage.  During  the  laft  month 
the  mountain  was  fix  times  fliaken,  by  confi- 
derable  heavings. 

The  rude  upper  regions  as  we  defcended 
foon  became  mild ;  and  more  than  half  of  the 
way  nature  again  was  decorated  in  all  her 
fmiles.  The  nightingale  fang  from  the  thick 
fhady  groves  of  tall  young  chefnut  trees  on  the 
right,  by  the  fide  of  which  a  rivulet  murmured. 
On  the  left  were  groves  of  poplar,  tall  cherry 
trees,  mulberry  trees,  and  fruits  of  every  kind; 
with  little  corn  fields,  and  kitchen  gardens. 
The  rye  was  already  beginning  to  ear.  Among 
the  budding  branches,  we  cfiicovered  the  fea, 

the 
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the  iflands,  and  their  fhores :  thofe  iflands  and 
thofe  fhores  where,  beyond  Procida,  the  Pofi- 
lipo  extends  itfelf ;  and  beyond  the  Pofilipo  the 
low  cape,  at  the  end  of  which  the  high  pro- 
montory of  Mifenum  rifes  ;  affording  beauties 
of  lineal  perfpective,  fuch  as  are  feldom  feen. 
And  where  is  the  man,  who  has  not  vifited 
Italy,  that  can  imagine  all  the  effects  of  aerial 
perfpective  which  are  proper  to  this  country  ? 
A  tender  etherial  mift  fwims  before  the  eye 
and  cafls  an  enchanting  veil  over  every  ob*- 
ject :  particularly  over  the  fea,  its  fhores,  and 
iflands  :  communicating  charms  to  them 
which  are  neither  to  be  defcribed  nor  forgot- 
ten. This  fafcinating  veil  deferves  the  rather 
fo  to  be  called  becaufe  it  embellifhes  every 
thing,  and  conceals  nothing.  It  even  brings 
objects  nearer,  and  delights  the  eye  with  the 
foftnefs  of  its  ihades.  Never  before  could  I  fee 
to  fo  great  a  diltance  as  in  this  country;  where 
every  near  and  diftant  object  appears  fo  ma- 
gical. 

About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  two 
hours  after  we  had  departed  from  the  top  of 
the  Epomeo,  we  again  arrived  at  Borgo  d'lf- 
cbia. 

There  is  a  poft  felucca,  tha,t  daily  paffes 

between 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  159 

between  thefe  towns  and  Naples.  Whoever 
fhould  be  averfe  to  a  fea  voyage,  which  may 
laft  from  eight  to  ten  hours,  may  pafs  from 
Naples  to  Capo  Mifeno  by  land.  You  ferry 
over  to  Procida,  crofs  this  ifland,  and  again 
take  boat  from  thence  to  Ifchia.  The  people 
of  Ifchia  call  this  kind  of  travelling  going  by 
land  ;  although  you  are  twice  obliged  to  crofs 
the  water.  This  mode  of  expreffion  made  a 
paffage  in  the  OdylTey  intelligible  to  me,  which 
had  excited  the  ridicule  of  many  a  fagacious 
critic.  In  the  fixteenth  book,  Telemachus 
thus  queftions  his  father : 

Ho7n  yaq  vuv  fougoy  trareg         vw  at  vavrat 
'Hyayov  sig  IScckw,  Tiv££  k/xixivai  svx^touvto; 
'Ou  fiEv  ya%  ti  at  ttstov  6'iofAou  ffvSa^'  IxsaSat. 

Hom.  Od.  xvi.  222. 

What  fhip  tranfported  thee,  O  father,  fay, 

And  what  bleft  hands  have  oar'd  thee  on  the  way  *  ? 

Pope,  b.  xvi.  246. 

Telemachus  knew,  as  well  as  any  critic, 
that  a  man  could  not  come  to  an  ifland  on 
foot:  but  the  wTord  neros  likewife  denoted, 

*  A  line  is  here  omitted,  in  Pope's  tranflation.  Tele^ 
machus  adds  "  It  was  impoffible  thou  fhould'ft  come 
"  hither  on  foot."  T\ 

after 
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after  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  no  doubt*-  & 
traveller  who  came  from  Peloponnefus  over 
the  iflands  of  Zacinthus  and  Same  to  Ithaca. 

The  paffage,  and  perhaps  in  a  flat  bottomed 
veffel,  was  frequent  between  Cephallenia  in 
Peloponnefus  to  Ithaca.  In  fuch  a  vefTel  Phi- 
Icetias,  who  had  been  placed  by  Ulyffes,  while 
yet  young,  over  his  herds  in  Cephallenia,  ufed- 
to  pafs  ;  and  take  with  him  the  cows  and  goats 
to  the  fuitors  of  Penelope. 

Uo^/we;  Vfyfo  rovs  ys  Gmyayov,  oits  xcti  aXhov$ 
yAv$%a7roU<;  rKi^ou7ivi  oris  cr(pia<;  kto-oLQutriTai. 

From  the  firm  land  they  came  ;  by  boatmen  brought* 
Whofe  wherries  are  with  trav'lers  daily  fraught*. 

After  my  return  from  Sicily  I  remained 
fome  weeks  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  and  fent 
feveral  meffengers  by  land  to  Naples  :  that 
is,  what  is  called  by  land,  over  Procida  and 
Capo  Mifeno. 

The  wind  was  unfavourable  for  a  paffage 
to  the  ifland  of  Capri  ;  but  the  boatmen  re- 
peated an  affertion  they  had  made  the  evening 

*  Pope's  tranflation  is  too  free  for  the  author's  pur- 
pofe  :  it  is  therefore,  neceffary  to  tranflate,  as  above, 
rather  more  literally.  T, 

o  before 
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before,  that  it  would  change  about  noon* 
Their  prediction  was  a&ually  fulfilled  :  for  the 
winds  in  thefe  countries,  at  leaft  during  fu ra- 
ni er,  are  not  fo  irregular  as  in  ours.  It  was 
pari  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  when  we  again 
took  boat,  and  caft  many  a  look  of  regret 
from  the  felucca  toward  the  paradife  of  Ifchia; 
the  inhabitants  of  which  had  afforded  us  great 
fatisfa&ion.  They  are  a  wTell  made  people  ; 
and,  among  the  women,  you  meet  with  fome 
very  fine  faces.  Their  manners  too  are  kind 
and  animated  ;  and  in  the  expreffive  panto- 
mime of  look,  attitude,  and  gefticulation,  they 
are  not  inferior  to  the  inhabitants  of  Naples. 

The  wind  was  with  us  :  but  there  was  fo 
little  of  it  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  take 
to  their  oars,  and  we  were  three  hours  and  a 
half  on  the  fea  between  the  two  iflands.  When 
we  had  accomplished  the  beft  half  of  our 
paffage,  the  boatmen  fuddenly  threw  down 
their  oars  and  began  to  wfiiftte.  The  good 
people  were  defirous  of  affording  us  an  unex- 
pected fight ;  and  they  were  fuccefsful  in  their 
attempt.  A  quantity  of  dolphins  came  round 
us,  and  rofe  out  of  the  water,  with  curving 
bounds,  very  near  to  our  veffel.  This  fpeftacle 
continued  a  confiderable  time,  and  we  faw 

Vol,  III.  M  many 
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many  coming  at  a  diftance.  Several  of  them 
railed  their  bodies  out  of  the  fea  but  a  few 
paces  from  us,  with  an  expreffion  of  curiofity ; 
a  pofition  which  it  appeared  they  could  only 
obtain  by  a  higher  bound  than  ufual,  and 
which  they  could  but  preferve  for  a  moment. 
One  of  the  boatmen  unfeafonably  darned  the 
water  with  his  oar  ;  and  from  that  inftant  they 
forfook  our  company,  although  we  continued 
to  whiffle. 

You  fee  that  the  fable  of  Arion,  whofe  fong 
collected  the  dolphins  around  him,  is  not  en- 
tirely without  foundation. 

None  of  the  hlands  which  we  faw  on  our 
paflage  had  fo  wild  an  appearance  as  that  of 
Capri  ;  whofe  mores  and  fummit  were  fteep, 
rocky,  and  cragged.  The  Greeks  called  it  Ca- 
prlce^  Caprccc,  and  Capria  :  the  Romans  CVz- 
pra.  Auguftus  delighted  in  this  ifland,  and 
exchanged  the  much  greater  ifland  of  Ifchia 
for  it,  with  the  Neapolitans  :  becaufe,  being 
very  credulous,  he  was  perfuaded  that  a  lickly 
oak  which  he  thought  had  increafedin  ftrength 
fince  his  arrival,  was  a  good  omen*.  A  fhort 
time  before  his  death,  he  pafled  four  days  in 
this  ifland,  and  was  very  much  delighted  : 

*  Suet,  in  Vita  Oct.  c.  92  and  98. 
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taking  great  pleafure  in  a  fport  which j  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  manners  of  the  country,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  are  flill  very  lively,  was 
praclifed  by  the  youth.  He  encouraged  and 
even  took  pleafure  in  their  jocularity,  and 
was  amufed  by  their  manner  of  lhatching  and 
eating  their  fruits.  His  ftepfon  and  fucceflbr, 
Tiberius,  chofe  this  beautiful  ifland  as  the 
fecret  fcene  of  his  deteftable  debaucheries.  As 
it  is  with  freedom  fo  it  is  with  folitude  ;  it  en- 
nobles none  but  the  noble :  it  increafes  the 
vice  of  the  vicious.  Tiberius  refigned  him- 
ielf  in  this  folitude  to  his  lufts  and  his  mi- 
fanthropy  ;  and  here  devifed  the  moft  fcan- 
dalous  practices,  and  the  moft  fahguinary 
cruelties.  Neglecting  the  affairs  of  the  empire, 
he  omitted  the  defence  of  important  places  ; 
and  fuffered  whole  provinces  to  be  ravaged 
by  the  enemy  unchaftifed*. 

The  air  of  this  ifland,  like  that  of  Ifchia,  is 
very  healthy;  which,  in  addition  to  its  fteep 
fhores,  induced  him  to  ehoofe  it  as  his  place 
of  abode.  Such  at  leaft  is  the  opinion  of  Ta- 
citus, that  deep  enquirer  into  the  motives  and 
actions  of  menf :  for  this  ifland  is  only  ac- 
*  Suct.  in  Vita  Tib.  c.  40 — 45,  and  60.  fTac  iv.  cap.  16, 
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ceffible  in  two  places  ;  and  ^  as  nlay  be  feen  in 
Suetonius,  only  in  cue  in  his  time;  and  even 
there  for  none  but  fmali  veffcls. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  Puccini  for  a 
thought  which  appears  to  me  very  probable. 
This  intelligent  man,  who  feels  with  all  the 
ardour  of  a  pcet  and  reads  With  all  the  acu- 
men of  a  hiftorian,  conceives  this  choice  of 
Tiberius  to  have  been  deeply  political.  From 
this  hiding  place,  where  the  gloomy  tyrant 
had  concealed  hlmfelf  from  the  eyes  and  ob- 
fervation  of  the  citizens  by  whom  he  was 
hated,  he  overlooked  the  fea,  kept  the  fleet 
which  lay  at  Mifenum  in  awe,  law- the  mips 
arriving  that  came  from  Egypt,  Barbary,  and 
Sicily,  which  fupplied  Rome  with  corn,  and, 
by  iffuing  his  orders,  could  have  famiflied  the 
city.  How  definable  was  inch  a  fituation  for 
Tiberius;  who  was  not  a  driveller,  like  Clau- 
dius, nor  a  frantic  monfter,  like  Caligula, 
Nero,  and  Domitian  ;  but  a  capacious  plot- 
ting tyrant,  who  reduced  defpotifm  to  a  fyftem, 
and  whole  well  combined  projects  were  be- 
yond the  abilities  of  his  fucceflbrs.  For  thi> 
reafon,  though  the  Romans  of  his  age  endured 
their  chains  lefb  patiently  than  in  following 
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generations,  yet  he  efcaped  the  fate  of  thofe 
odious  wretches,  and  died  in  his  bed. 

We  landed  at  a  village,  which  was  fituated 
between  projecting  cliffs  in  a  verdant  and 
productive  valley  ;  to  which  the  furrounding 
terrors  of  the  rocks  gave  additional  charms. 
Here,  as  in  the  ifland  of  Ifchia,  are  fhady 
groves  and  gardens  ;  and  here  too  the  air  is 
rendered  odoriferous,  by  fhrubs,  fruits,  and 
flowers. 

I  faw  feveral  flowers  with  which  I  was  un- 
acquainted, and  found  the  double  red  ana~ 
gallis  ;  which  is  very  plentiful  with  us,  except 
that  it  is  fingle.  We  afcended  a  fteep  road 
to  the  little  town  of  Capri,  in  hopes  of  finding 
affes,  and  of  this  evening  vifiting  the  ruins  of 
one  of  the  palaces  of  Tiberius  :  but  thefe  hopes 
were  deceitful. 

Though  late,  we  walked  on  the  fea  fhore  ; 
and  found  the  ftrand  covered  with  multitudes 
of  round  pebbles,  and  very  frequently  among 
them  circular  pieces  of  white  marble,  polifhed 
by  the  wTaves.  The  rocks  on  the  fhore  form 
arches,  and  projecting  cliffs;  one  of  which  foon 
fet  limits  to  our  walk.  We  found  corals  among 
the  flints  on  the  ftrand.    It  being  dark,  we 
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faw  the  glowing  lava  of  Vefuvius ;  which 
rifes  immediately  oppofite  to  Capri. 

Early  on  the  17th,  we  began  our  ride  up 
high  fteps,  by  gardens,  which  brought  us  into 
narrow  paths,  that  led  among  blooming  trees 
and  fmall  fields,  till  the  country  became  more 
rude  :  yet  only  more  ,in  comparifon  with  the 
pleafant  places  through  which  we  had  paffed. 
We  faw  the  barley  in  full  ear.  The  higher 
parts  through  which  we  rode  were  embellifhed 
with  a  beautiful  pyramidal  omithogalum,  the 
flower  of  which  has  fix  white  leaves,  wTith  a 
tender  purple  line  in  the  middle. 

Large  foundations  remain  of  the  palace  of 
Tiberius  ;  with  halls,  and  ruins  of  two  pillars. 
A  hermit  now  lives  near  the  chapel  of  Santa 
Maria,  in  a  place  which  was  once  the  abode  of 
the  ruler  of  half  the  world.  Here  we  ha4 
the  grandeft  and  moft  enchanting  fea^profpecl: 
that  I  had  ever  beheld.  We  overlooked  the 
whole  bay  of  Naples,  lying  between  the  two 
much  greater  bays  to  which  Gaeta  and  Sa- 
lerno give  their  names.  Beyond  this  is  the 
promontory  of  Licofa  ;  and  farther  than  that 
the  hill  of  Circe  ;  which  are  at  leaft  five-and- 
twenty  German  miles  diftant  from  each  other  : 

but 
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but  the  beauty  of  the  furrounding  obje&s  is 
of  much  greater  value  than  their  diftancc. 

The  view  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  is  even 
more  enchanting  than  the  views  of  the  two 
other  bays.  The  mores  which  it  prefents  are 
lofty ;  and  on  each  fide  of  them  are  feen  fix- 
teen  or  feventeen  ridges  of  mountains,  one 
behind  the  other.  The  promontory  of  Mafia 
towers  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ifland  of  Capri ; 
from  which  it  is  only  about  half  a  German 
mile  diftant.  Beyond  the  fhores  of  the  two 
other  bays  the  lofty  Apennines  rife. 

Leaving  this  place,  we  rode  to  the  fouth  eaft 
part  of  the  ifland  ;  where  we  alighted  from 
pur  affes  and  climbed  a  fleep  footpath,  and 
then  made  as  fteep  a  defcent  through  a  cavity 
formed  by  the  arching  rocks,  that  led  to  a 
grotto,  in  which  we  met  with  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  building.  One  of  the  palaces  of  Ti- 
berius doubtlefs  was  here.  This  might  pro- 
bably be  one  of  the  places  where,  according  to 
the  narrative  of  Suetonius,  he  delivered  him- 
felf  up  to  the  moll  hateful  lafcivioufhefs, among 
cragged  rocks  and  caverns.  The  recollection 
of  this  monfter  aflbciates  itfelf  with  thefolemn 
gloom  of  the  wonders  of  the  fcene.  From  this 
rocky  hall  there  is  a  profp  £t  toward  the  fea. 
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In  the  blue  diftance,  on  the  left,  lies  a  part  of 
the  mores  of  the  bay  of  Salerno  ;  and,  to  the 
right,  the  neighbouring  rocks,  projecting  and 
overhanging  each  other.  You  cannot  fee  the 
fky,  and  can  only  difcover  a  part  of  the  fea, 
vifibly  enclofed,  lying  deep  below  you,  and 
of  a  dark  blue  colour. 

Our  guides  called  thefe  caverns  Grotta  di 
Matrhnoiu  We  are  informed,  by  Tacitus, 
that  Tiberius  built  twelve  great  palaces  on 
this  ifland.  Suetonius  calls  one  of  thefe  pa- 
laces the  villa  of  Jupiter  ;  from  which  Lipfius. 
conjectures  that  the  twelve  great  palaces  were 
dedicated  to  the  twelve  fuperior  deities.  Ac- 
cording to  this  not  improbable  fuppofition, 
thefe  ruins,  to  which  the  people  have  applied 
the  word  Mairhnon,  may  have  been  a  building 
dedicated  to  the  mother  of  the  Gods :  or  the 
great  Mother :  Matrl  deorumy  vel  Mairi 
Magna  :  that  is,  Cybele  *. 

Large  remains  of  refervoirs,  and  mofaic 

*  Among  the  plates  engraved  for  this  work,  there  is  one 
ci  this  Grotto ;  after  an  excellent  drawing  by  Profeflbr 
Rehbergi  now  living  in  Rome,  to  whom  my  thanks  are 
due.  1  hope  to  fee  many  of  the  beautiful  landfcapes  of 
rLh  German  artifi:  made  known  "to  his  countrymen,  by 
the  means  of  engraving.  He  labours  with  uncommon 
a  Inanity,  and  co)i  awore. 
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flooring,  are  found  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ifland.  People  were  employed  there  in  the 
*  fearch  of  antiquities,  at  the  expence  of  a  prin- 
cipal perfon  of  Naples.  Their  fuperintendant 
relates  that  pillars  and  other  valuable  anti- 
quities have  been  found,  but  no  ftatues  :  pro- 
bably, this  was  a  winter  palace  of  Tiberius. 

The  people  of  this  ifland  are  lively,  and 
full  of  gefticulation  ;  like  thofe  of  Ifchia.  An 
old  woman  was  raifed  to  a  kind  of  comic  rap- 
ture at  the  frefh  coloured  cheeks  of  my  fon, 
and  at  his  flaxen  hair.  She  danced  round 
and  round  him,  threw  her  arms  in  the  air, 
and,  as  fhe  had  no  caftagnetts,  flie  loudly 
fnapped  her  fore  ringer  and  thumb,  with  quick 
emotion,  and  fang,  as  if  half  infpired  or  half 
crazy,  ^uanto  e  bello  !  Sopra  bello  !  Sotto  bello  I 
Tutto  bello  !  0  quanta  bello  I  How  beautiful 
he  is  !  Beautiful  above  !  Beautiful  below  ! 
Beautiful  every  where !   Oh  how  beautiful ! 

It  appears  every  where  common  with  the 
people  of  thefe  countries,  when  they  dance 
with  paffion,  to  throw  up  their  arms ;  and 
dancing  frequently  communicates  paflion,  and 
paflion  frequently  makes  them  dance.  I  once, 
in  Naples,  faw  one  woman  very  angry  with 
another.    After  a  torrent  of  abufive  language, 
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fhe  fuddcnly  began  to  throw  up  her  arms, 
and  dance.  One  of  the  ancients  fomewhere 
mentions  the  terrible  Graces.  She  capered 
with  the  intoxication  of  a  Bacchante,  now 
made  a  fpring,  remaining  in  the  fame  place, 
but  riling  upward  with  unconquerable  ftrength, 
then  flew  with  incredible  fwiftnefs  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  circle  formed  by  the  crowding 
fpeclators,  again  Ihot  like  an  arrow  from  a 
bow  to  the  other  fide  ;  flew  back,  flopped  for 
an  inftant  with  her  inflamed  countenance  in 
full  play,  exhaufted  her  gall  in  a  new  torrent 
of  abufe,  and  again  began  her  dance. 

In  our  rude  northern  climates,  the  limbs  are 
not  fo  fupple,  the  blood  is  not  fo  hot,  the  paf- 
fions  are  not  fo  inflammatory. 

The  lefs  lively  infant,  in  conformity  to  our 
manners,  is  early  fubjecled  to  incapacitating 
reftraint.  The  common  people  are  too  fre- 
quently injured  by  labour,  and  by  contention 
with  the  angry  elements;  and  the  injuries  are 
increafed  becaufe  the  rudenefs  of  the  cIh 
mate  incrcafes  the  number  of  their  wants,  and 
the  inceffant  feverities  of  their  induftry.-  Thofe 
who  are  not  enfeebled,  but  rendered  hardy, 
become  ftiff  and  unwieldy :  at  leaft  if  com- 
pared to  the  agility  and  animation  of  the 
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fouth.  Our  bodies,  lefs  pliant,  and  impelled 
by  juices  lefs  ardent,  bend  flowly  to  the  will  j 
and  do  not  harmonize  with,  do  not  participate 
of,  the  ardent  foul  of  quick  fenfibility ;  like 
the  playful  inhabitants  of  thefe  climates.  Our 
geftures  and  our  attitudes  may  be  faid  to  flut- 
ter, compared  to  the  geftures  and  fpeaking  at- 
titudes of  the  Italians  ;  whofe  every  motion  is 
a  word. 

Our  rolling  national  dance  cannot  be  faid  to 
picture  the  emotions  of  the  mind.  It  is  no 
more  than  the  expreffion  of  a  thought,  or  ra- 
ther of  an  inclination  :  yet  it  is  expreffion,  and 
therefore  more  animated  than  the  cold  En- 
glifh  dance  ;  and  more  natural  than  the  capri- 
cious, regulated,  mazes  of  the  French,  which 
kind  of  dance,  in  reality,  is  as  void  of  mean- 
ing as  the  Englifh.  Nor  has  it  much  more 
animation :  though  it  has  more  of  the  imi- 
tation, the  appearance  of  mirth  ;  and  this  imi- 
tation communicates  the  femblance  of  jocu- 
larity, to  youth.  Variety,  precifion,  and  the 
foul  of  expreffion  are  not  difcoverable,  by 
me,  in  any  of  thefe  dances  :  nor,  till  I  came 
to  Italy,  had  I  any  idea  of  the  dance  of  the 
Greeks;  which  was  made  a  ferious  part  of 
the  education  of  their  noble  youth. 

Not 
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Not  that  I  have  feen  any  dances  in  Italy 
evidently  intended  for  moral  purpofes  ;  but 
they  are  full  of  exprefiion,  full  of  life,  and 
of  creative  faculties  ;  and  they  appear  to  prove 
that  there  is  no  exaggeration  in  the  accounts 
given  us  of  the  moral  attention  paid  to  the 
art  of  dancing  and  of  its  dignity. 

For  this  reafon  the  art  was  fo  highly  ho- 
noured by  the  Greeks  of  the  earlieft  ages. 
Homer  celebrates  Meriones  for  having  been 
a  good  dancer  ;  and,  in  another  place,  he  fays, 

'Axxa  yi.iv  ya$  tfmi  §£o;  ToXtfjLYi'ia,  igya, 

Hom.  11.  xiii.  730,  31. 

To  fome  the  powers  of  bloody  war  belong, 

To  fome  the  dance,  the  lyre,  the  charms  of  fong*. 

Pope,  b.  xiii.  9/15. 

Socrates  was  not  afhamed  of  exercifmg  him- 
felf  in  dancing  ;  and  hiftory  has  preferved  the 
name  Calliphron,  the  dancing  mafter  of  the 
great  Epaminondas.  An  ancient  poet  has  ex- 
hibited even  the  Zeus  dancing  : 

In  the  midft  of  them  danced  the  father  of  the  gods  and 
men. 


*  I  have  again  been  obliged  to  vary  from  Pope.  T. 
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The  dance  conftituted  a  part  of  the  mufic 
■of  the  ancients  :  for  this  mufic  included  both 
poetry  and  dancing.  It  was  the  gymnaftic  of 
the  foul :  for,  as  the  body  was  rendered  more 
fupple  and  powerful  by  it,  fo  was  the  harmo- 
nic concord  of  the  foul  the  great  end  of  mufic. 
The  arts  of  intonation  and  of  dancing  were 
very  frequently  connected  with  lyric  poems: 
at  leaft  with  fuch  kind  of  poems  as  confift  of 
ftrophe,  antiftrophe,  and  epode.  Among  the 
odes  of  Pindar,  we  find  fome  the  ftrophe  and 
antiftrophe  of  which  each  confift  of  feventeen 
verfes  ;  and  the  epode  of  thirteen. 

By  this  union  of  poetry,  mufic,  and  dancing, 
and  only  by  this,  was  the  ear  of  the  auditor, 
who  was  likewife  a  fpectator,  enabled  to  con- 
ceive the  exfftiiig  harmony  between  the  ftrophe 
and  the  antiftrophe,  and  the  connection  of 
both  with  the  epode,  and  to  enjoy  them  ;  but 
not  without  the  aid  of  the  eye.  I  conjecture 
that  the  dance,  which  was  accompanied  by 
the  fong  of  the  dancer,  did  not  confift  in  fprings 
and  bounds  ;  but  meafured  fteps,  regulated  by 
the  mufic,  and  accompanied  by  gefticulation 
of  the  arms.  During  the  fong  of  the  ftrophe, 
the  dancers  turned  from  the  ea.fl  to  the* weft, 
returned  with  the  antiftrophe  from  the  weft 
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to  the  eaft,  and  flood  ftill  while  the  epode 
was  fungi  It  may  eafily  be  conceived  that, 
animated  as  the  Greek  rhythmus  is,  its  har- 
monic connection,  during  the  vaft  circuit  if  I 
may  fo  fay  of  the  rhythmic  period,  would 
have  efcaped  the  ear,  had  not  union  and  ex- 
preffion  been  communicated  by  mufic  and 
dancing  ;  of  which  we  perhaps  can  only  form 
a  very  inadequate  idea. 

The  greater  the  effects  that  were  produced 
upon  thefe  people,  by  dancing  and  mufic,  the 
more  natural,  wife,  and  neceflary*  it  was  to 
limit  them  by  determinate  rules.  This  was  at 
leaft  the  cafe  in  fome  republics,  that  were  fub- 
je£t  to  the  Doric  laws.  By  fuch  means  only 
could  mufic,  like  the  gymnaftic  exercifes,  be 
capable  of  moral  worth  :  as  it  would  other- 
wife  have  been  injurious  to  the  too  inflam- 
mable paflions.  Dancing  was  combined  with 
mufic,  and  poetry  with  both,  in  the  mo  ft  an- 
cient ages  of  the  eaftern  nations.  We  find,  in 
the  contents  or  titles  of  many  of  the  pfalms, 
not  only  the  inftrument,  by  which  the  pfalm 
was  accompanied,  defcribed,  but  likewife  the 
number  of  the  firings  of  this  inftrument. 

When  the  royal  poet  caufed  the  ark  to  be 
removed  from  the  houfe  of  Abinadab,  in  Gi- 
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beah,  "  David  and  all  the  houfe  of  Ifrael 
"  played  before  the  Lord  on  all  manner  of 
y  iriftruments,  made  of  fir  wood,  even  on 
"  harps,  and  on  pfalteries*  and  on  timbrels, 
"  and  on  cornets,  and  on  cymbals 

And  again,  when  after  three  months  the 
ark  of  God  was  brought  from  the  houfe  of 
Obed  Edom,  the  Gittite,  into  the  city  of  Da^- 
vid,  that  "  David  danced  before  the  Lord  with 
'*  all  his  might ;  and  David  was  girded  with 
"  a  linen  ephod.  So  David  and  all  the  houfe 
"  of  Ifrael  brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord 
"  with  fhouting,  and  with  the  found  of  the 
"  trumpet  f 

Why  mould  I  recall  to  your  recolle&ion 
things  fo  well  known  as  the  warlike  Pyrrhic 
dances  of  the  Greeks,  or  thofe  of  their  ban-t 
quets  ?  You  likewife  know  how  Hippoclides, 
the  Athenian,  who  was  one  of  the  fuitors  of 
Agariftathe  daughter  of  Clifthenes,  the  tyrant 
of  Sicyon,  had  almoft  won  the  palm,  when  all 
his  hopes  were  killed  by  immodeftyin  dancing. 
Clifthenes  withheld  his  dilapprobation  even 
when  the  youth  flood  on  his  head  on  a  table  : 
but,  as  foon  as  in  this  pofition  he  began  to 
throw  his  legs  in  the  air,  and  gefticulate  as 

*  Sam.  vi.  5.         f  V.  14,  15. 
I  if 
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if  with  his  arms,  Clifthenes  exclaimed,  H  ir£t 

Ticrxvf poVy  oarfjo^Q](jx(Tyi  \j.))v  tqv  ycLy.ov» 

O,  fon  of  Tyfandras,  you  have  danced  away  your  bride*! 

A  defcription  of  a  dance  of  the  ancients, 
•which  they  called  the  Hormos,  that  is,  the 
neck  band,  is  preferved  by  Lucian  ;  and  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  fo  charming  that  I  cannot 
forbear  to  cite  the  paffage. 

"  The  Hormqs  is  a  dance  performed  by 
u  young  men  and  young  women,  who  are 


interchangeably  arranged,  one  behind  the 
iC  other,  in  the  form  of  a  neck  band.  A 
"  youth,  dancing,  leads  the  ring,  with  fuch 
"  attitudes  as  may  be  ferviceable  to  him  in 
<c  war,  A  Virgin  modeftly  follows,  dancing 
"  with  female  foftnefs :  fo  that  the  Hormos 
iC  weaves  a  garland  of  graceful  modefty  and 
"  courage  f." 

The  Ionic  dance  was  notorious  for  its  vo- 
luptuoufneis.  It  is  a  complaint,  with  Horace, 
that  young  women  in  his  time  were  inftrudted 
in  this  dance. 

Moius  docerl  gaudet  lon'icos 
Matura  virgoy  et  fitigitur  artibus 
Jam  nufic,  et  incejhs  amoves 


De  tenero  meditatur  ungui. 


Lib.  iii.  ode  6. 


*  Herod,  vi.  126.  f  Aamav  tti^i  'O^ijafof. 

With 
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"With  pliant  limbs  the  tender  maid 
Now  joys  to  learn  the  (hamelefs  trade 
Of  wanton  dancing,  and  improves 
The  pleafures  of  licentious  loves. 

Francis. 

You  know  how  Herod,  enflamed  by  the  dan- 
cing of  the  daughter  of  his  wife  Herodias,  and 
probably  heated  with  wine,  made  the  mad 
oath  of  granting  whatever  boon  fhe  mould  re- 
quire, even  though  it  were  the  half  of  his 
kingdom  ;  and  that  the  murder  of  a  holy 
man,  whom  he  honoured,  was  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  oath. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  in  Italy  that  per- 
fons,  who  have  been  bitten  by  the  Tarantula, 
can  only  be  cured  by  dancing  ;  and  not  by 
that,  unlefs  the  mufician  mall  play  an  air  that 
fuits  the  temper  of  the  patient :  which  he  can 
only  difcover  by  repeated  trials.  This  opi- 
nion, the  truth  of  which  I  mall  leave  to  future 
enquiry,  as  I  hope  to  hear  more  of  it  in  Apu- 
lia, evidently  proves  the  power  afcribed  by  the 
Italians  to  dancing  accompanied  by  mufic  :  a 
power  which  is- indubitably  proved  by  a  vari- 
ety of  experiments. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  failed  with  a  bri&  gale 
from  Capri ;  and  fatv  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland, 

Vol.  III.  N  tha 
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the  appearance  of  which  is  even  wilder  than 
that  of  the  north.  The  hollow  cliffs,  dread- 
ful to  view,  refilling  the  raging  waves,  now 
tower  perpendicularly,  and  now  prefent  them- 
felves  in  fantaftic  forms. 

We  palled  the  promontory  of  Mafia :  or, 
as  it  is  called,  Campanile  di  Majfa  :  the  belfry 
of  Mafia.  It  is  thus  named  by  the  Italians 
from  their  cuflom  of  erecting  towers,  for  their 
bells,  not  upon  but  befide  their  churches.  By 
the  ancients  it  was  called  the  promontory  of 
Minerva. 

We  landed  at  the  little  town  of  Mafia; 
where  we  hired  mules,  and  rode  to  Sorento. 
At  firft,  we  afcended  a  very  fteep  height :  after 
which  the  road  became  more  level,  but  conti- 
nually pleafant.  All  the  productions  of  earth 
feem  to  embellifli  thefe  coafts.  Befide  the  lefs 
agreeable  olive,  the  beautiful  oak  rifes :  the 
cytifus- laburnum  grows  wild  in  the  hedges  ; 
which  it  decorates  with  its  lovely  grape  formed 
flower. 

That  beautiful  fpecies  of  fpartium,  which 
our  gardeners  call  Spanifh  broom  and  which 
is  preferved  in  the  hot  houfe  in  winter,  here 
grows  wild  with  its  yellow  butter  flower ;  and, 

like 
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like  the  bloom  of  the  cytifus^  is  delightful  both 
to  the  fight  and  the  fmell.  The  fpartium  and 
the  medicago  arborea^  the  cytifus  of  Virgil, 
flower  in  Italy  in  the  winter. 

The  whole  hill  above  us  was  fhaded  with 
lofty  trees ;  and  we  faw  the  fea  on  the  left : 
having  afcended  to  a  great  height,  riding 
through  zig  zag  roads  among  groves  of  orange, 
citron,  and  various  fruits  in  bloom,  till  we 
came  to  Sorento. 

The  age  in  which  this  place  was  founded 
is  uncertain  :  but  it  is  of  high  antiquity.  It 
was  generally  believed,  among  the  ancients, 
that  it  derived  its  name  of  Surrentum  from 
the  Sirens.  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  naked 
rocks,  that  project  from  the  promontory  of 
Mafla,  or  thofe  fmaller  cliffs  that  face  Sorento, 
could  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  ifland  of 
the  melodious  Sirens.  Homer  mentions  the 
ifland  of  the  Sirens  :  but  he  likewife  tells 
us  they  fang  in  flowery  meadows.  That  the 
charming  ifland  of  Homer  lay  between  the 
promontory  of  Circe  and  the  gulphs  of  Sicily 
is  certain :  but  I  fhould  rather  feek  it  in  the 
vicinity  of  thefe  gulphs.  We  find  that,  after 
Ulyfles  and  his  companions  had  paffed  the 
N  2  ifland, 
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if] and,  they  heard  the  thunder,  and  faw  the 
fmoking  billows,  of  Seylla 

Now  all  nt  once  tremendous  fcenes  unfold  ; 

T  hunder'd  the  deeps,  the  fmoking  billows  roll'd  ! 

Pope,  Od.  xii.  v.  240, 

Sorento  is  built  in  a  verdant  valley,  which 
is  fituated  upon  the  hill.  Nature  has  rendered 
this  valley  inacceflible  from  the  fea  on  all 
fides :  for  the  rocks,  which  are  in  the  form 
of  a  fickle,  are  high  and  fteep.  Protected 
from  the  fouth  and  the  eaft  by  the  hill,  re- 
frefhed  by  the  fea  breeze  from  the  weft  and 
the  north,  vifited  by  the  afternoon  fun,  and 
flickered  from  the  north  wind  by  the  heights 
beyond  Naples  and  Pofilipo,  this  valley  en- 
joys an  eternal  fpring.  It  is  watered  by  the 
.rivulets  of  the  mountain  ;  and  the  quick  de- 
fcent  of  the  mores  prevents  the  water  from 
forming  marfhes.  The  odour,  from  the  buds, 
flowers,  aromatic  fhrubs,  and  plants,  is  fo 

•    When  I  wrote  this,  I  had  not  feen  the  cliffs 

which  are  fituated  in  the  bay  of  Salerno,  on  the  further 
fide  of  the  cape  of  Sorento,  called  Le  Galle,  and  gene- 
rally fuppofed  to  be  the  ifland  of  the  Sirens:  though  they 
r.ie  very  final  1,  and  barren. 

ftrong, 
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ftrong,  that  it  penetrates  and  fills  the  ftreets 
and  houfes.  The  breezes  from  the  lea  and 
the  mountain  fport  with  thefe  lovely  odours  ; 
and,  by  purifying  the  atmofphere,  prevent 
them  from  becoming  too  powerful. 

In  the  evening,  we  went  on  board  a  fifh- 
ing  boat,  and  rowed  along  the  coaft.  As  the 
rocky  more  is  fteep  and  the  houfes  of  the 
town  are  built  in  the  valley,  which  lies  rather 
under  the  rocks,  we  were  obliged  to  fail  tole- 
rably far  into  the  fea,  before  we  could  difco- 
ver  the  little  town.  From  its  produce  it  carries 
on  a  confiderable  trade  with  Naples  ;  and  its 
ftrand  fwarms  with  bufy  andreftlefs  mariners. 
Under  what  is  properly  the  town,  the  rocks 
frequently  rife  perpendicular  from  the  fea; 
and  frequently  afford  a  fmall  bank,  for  boats 
and  fifliermen.  Steps  are  cut  in  the  rock, 
"through  fuch  openings  as  lead  to  the  ftrand; 
from  which  too  there  are  roads  cut,  in  a  lateral 
and  zig  zag  direction. 

Wherever  nature  affords  little  plats  among 
the  rocks,  gardens  are  planted  ;  and,  among 
the  inacceffible  cliffs,  wild  fhrubs  and  flowers 
peep.  I  never  made  fo  charming  a  little  trip 
as  this,  or  one  fo  diverfified  in  its  beauties  : 
nor  fhall  I  ever  forget  the  high  rock,  fronting 

N  3  the 
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the  garden  of  a  Capuchin  monaftery,  which 
rofe,  like  a  watch  tower,  braving  the  angry 
waters.  As  we  rowed  round  into  a  fmall  bay, 
we  had  a  glimpfe  of  a  monk,  fpreading  nets 
to  catch  quails  in  a  verdant 'part  of  the  gar- 
den that  was  over-arched  with  trees. 

Like  raoft  of  the  hills  of  thefe  mores,  that 
on  which  Sorento  ftands  is  cleft  in  many 
places,  and  over  thefe  cavities  bridges  are  built, 
as  over  rivers.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th, 
we  defcended  one  of  thefe  cliffs,  through 
which  a  rufhing  ftream  poured  its  waters. 
Lofty  trees  incline  their  branches  from  the 
upper  edge ;  others  grow  blooming  below ; 
and,  between  them,  luxuriant  fhrubs,  min- 
gled with  innumerable  aromatic  plants  and 
flowers.  We  fat  fome  hours  befide  the  rivu- 
let in  this  cooling  cavity ;  and  faw,  opening 
in  front  above  us,  a  high  rocky  grotto,  lined 
with  mofs,  round  wThich  the  ivy,  kept  in  mo- 
tion by  the  air,  fpread  itfelf,  forming  a  thin 
curtain. 

The  vegetables  and  fruits  of  Sorento  are 
excellent.  We  met  with  lemons,  which  we 
could  not  fpan  with  both  hands ;  and  fweet 
oranges,  which,  for  fize,  odour,  and  tafte,  were 
not  inferior  to  the  famous  oranges  of  Malta. 
t  Milk 
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Milk  and  butter  are  equally  good  ;  and  the 
veal  of  Sorento  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  in 
Italy.  The  water  is  cooling,  and  clear  ;  and 
the  wine,  which  in  colour  refembles  Bur- 
gundy, has  fome-flrength  :  but  it  is  acid,  be- 
caufe  they  do  not  know  how  to  preferve  it 
above  a  year.  Galen  long  ago  remarked  that 
the  wine  of  Sorento  did  not  become  mild  in 
lefs  than  ten  years  ;  and  I  am  well  affured  that, 
if  proper  means  were  taken  and  it  were  treated 
in  a  different  manner,  it  would  be  excellent 
and  maintain  its  ancient  fame.  Ovid  cele- 
brates the  noble  vines  of  the  Sorentine  hills. 

—  Surrentino  generofos palmite  colles*. 

Rich  in  all  the  gifts  of  nature,  embellifhed 
with  all  the  charms  that  feas,  and  rocks,  and 
hills,  and  dales,  and  rivulets,  and  groves, 
mrubs,  fruits,  and  flowers,  can  afford,  in  all 
their  various  and  lovelieft  changes,  this  little 
people  live  as  it  were  protected  by  their  fitua- 
tion,  fecured  under  the  moft  friendly  atmo- 
fphere,  and  endowed  with  all  the  profufioa 
that  can  delight  the  heart  of  man. 

The  filk  manufactory  maintains  many  peo- 


*  Mctam.  xv.  710,  Surrentine  hills,  that  generous  wine 
produce. 

N  4  pie  1 
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fie  ;  and  here,  as  well  as  in  Capri,  the  women 
are  often  feen  on  the  tops  of  their  flat  houfes, 
or  fitting  at  their  doors,  with  their  little  ftools, 
weaving  ribbons.  There  you  fee  the  polifhed 
rofy  threads  pafs  through  their  fun-burnt  fin-? 
gers,  while  from  houfe  to  houfe  they  con- 
verfe  with  each  other  acrcfs  the  ftreet,  or 
with  men  at  work  below  them,  and  with  fuch 
animation  that  there  feems  to  be  a  conteft 
bet  ween  their  hands  and  their  tongues,  which 
can  move  the  fafteft. 

The  rocks  befide  the  fca,  as  well  as  little  in- 
fulated  cliffs,  are  covered  with  a  kind  of  white 
flime  ;  which  is  occasionally  difcharged  by 
the  water.  The  fame  thing  happens  likewife 
at  Pofilipo.  While  it  remains  humid,  it 
emits  a  pleafant  imell ;  and,  when  dry,  or- 
naments the  Hone  with  a  kind  of  white  ta- 
peftry.  The  aromatic  coalt  of  Sorento  is  cele-i 
brated  by  Italian  writers.  The  author  of  the 
Life  of  Taffo  fpeaks  of  the  lidi  odcnfcri  del 
Viare  :  the  odoriferous  fhores  of  the  fea. 

This  great  poet  was  born  in  Sorento,  in 
the  year  1544.  Mafla  it  is  true  likewife  claims, 
this  honour  ;  but  it  appears  that  Sorento  was 
the  place  of  his  birth,  or  at  leaft  that  he  fpent 
his  early  youth  in  this  town. 

Happy 
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Happy  poet  !  whofe  tender  foul  was  fufcep- 
tible  of  all  the  impreffions  which,  under  the 
mildeft  of  climates,  great  and  beautiful  nature 
could  afford  !  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Bergamo,  a  confiderable  town  in  the  Venetian 
territories:  for  which  reafon  the  Venetians 
claim  a  right  in  Taffo.  Thus  have  three 
towns  contested  the  honour  of  producing  a 
poet,  whofe  delightful  numbers  have  been 
tranflated  into  all  the  dialects  of  Italy  and 
Sicily*, 

The  citizens  of  Sorento,  with  true  national 
pride,  fhewed  us  the  houfe  in  which  the  im- 
mortal poet  was  born.  Though  inferior  in 
fublimity  and  fire  to  the  great  Dante,  and  in 
fulnefs  and  in  richnefs  of  imagination  to  the 
luxuriant  Ariofto,  he  is  one  of  the  three  great 
poets  of  modern  Italy,  who  have  done  honour 
not  only  to  their  own  country  but  to  all  man- 
kind :  for  all  mankind  are  infallibly  juft  to 
men  of  extraordinary  genius,  and  fuch  men 
c]o  not  properly  belong  to  any  fingle  country. 

*  Lo  ^ajfo  NapoktcmO)  zoe  La  Gicrofalemwe  Libber  at  a  de 
lo  Jw  Torqunto  %%/To9  vatata  a  Lhengua  nofla  ;  da  Grabiele 
Fafano,  N  a  pole,  1689.  This  is  the  title  of  a  folio  tran- 
sition of  Tafib,  into  the  Neapolitan  dialect,  which  is  in 
rovpoffeffion.  T. 

1  His 
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His  chafte  Mufe  was  infpired  with  the  pure 
love  of  the  true  and  the  beautiful;  and,  de- 
firous  only  of  deferving  praife,  without  feeking 
the  applaufe  of  the  multitude,  he  obtained  the 
garland  of  glory  from  their  hands  ;  which  he 
will  ever  preferve. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  on  mules  from 
Sorento  to  CaJlell-a-Mare.  A  road  is  cut  in 
the  hill ;  which,  at  leaft  in  many  places,  is  al- 
mofl  impaffable.  The  various  fcenes  of  nature, 
with  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  entertain 
you  in  this  long  letter,  were  here  again  dis- 
coverable ;  and,  in  addition  to  their  other 
charms,  were  dreadfully  fublime.  Compared 
to  this  day's  jaunt,  in  which  we  fpent  four 
hours  and  were  frequently  obliged  to  alight 
and  proceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  on  foot, 
the  paiTage  of  Mount  Cenis,  which  yet  has 
its  terrors,  is  an  eafy  high  road. 

The  nightingale  faluted  us  from  the  young 
chefnut  groves.  The  fpacious  profpecT:  of  the 
fea  opened  upon  us,  and  at  laft  we  beheld, 
lying  at  our  feet,  the  little  town  of  Cqftcll-a- 
Mare ;  where  the  mips  of  the  royal  navy  are 
built,  and  from  which  they  are  launched. 
This  place  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  woody 
mountain,  and  enjoys  a  healthy  and  cool  air. 

The 
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Xhe  king  fpends  the  hotteft  part  of  the  fum-, 
mer  here,  in  company  with  his  family  and  a 
fmall  train. 

On  the  place  where  Cqftell-a-Marc  now 
ftands,  the  ancient  town  of  Stabia  once  ftood  ; 
which,  like  Pompeii  and  Heraclea*,  was 
buried  in  the  year  79  by  the  eruption  of  Ve- 
fuvius. 

The  healthy  air  of  this  place  is  mentioned 
by  Galen. 

We  took  poft  horfes  at  Caftell-a-Mare,  and  \ 
returned  to  Naples  by  the  way  of  Torre 
$eV  Annunciaia^  Torre  del  Greco ,  and  Portici. 
All  the  country  was  in  a  high  ftate  of  culti- 
vation. Among  other  plants,  the  borago  is 
reared  ;  the  blue  flowers  of  which,  in  Ger- 
many, we  fometimes  mix  with  our  fallad.  It 
is  eaten  by  the  Italians  as  fpinage.  Here 
likewife  whole  fields  of  white  poppies  are 
feen  ;  from  which  laudanum  is  produced. 

I  am  now  preparing  for  my  journey  into 
the  fouthern  provinces  of  this  kingdom,  and 
to  Sicily. 

I  have  been  detained  in  thefe  fortunate 
fields  by  innumerable  grand  objects.  How 
much  has  this  little  journey  of  five  days  ex- 

*  Herculaneuni. 

ceeded 
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ceeded  my  expectations  !  I  hope  I  have  not 
vifited  Sorento  and  Ifchia  for  the  laft  time.  I 
hope,  at  the  end  of  fummer,  far  from  the 
tumult  of  cities,  to  refide  in  thefe  plains  of  pa- 
radife  ;  which  are  more  lovely  and  beautiful 
than  any  that  I  had  ever  beheld  before. 


LETTER  LXXVIIL 

Saleino,  28th  April  1792. 

Before  I  undertook  my  journey 
through  Puglia,  Calabria,  and  Sicily,  I  was 
defirous  of  vifiting  the  grand  remains  of  the 
ancient  Greek  town  of  P<zjlum,  or  Pejla^  at 
this  feafon  of  the  year,  while  the  air  is  not 
yet  dangerous.  For  this  purpofe,  taking  Ni-  - 
colovius  and  Jacobi  along  with  me,  I  yefter- 
day  morning  rode  to  Salerno. 

At  Portici,  we  were  joined  by  our  friends  : 
the  two  Meffieurs  Droft,  from  Miinfter,  with 
their  companions,  Mr.  Vicarius  Biingens,  and 
Captain  Coifon. 

As  far  as  Pompeii,  the  countries  we  faw 

were 
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were  not  unknown  to  us.  Thofe  we  after- 
ward came  too  were  equally  fertile,  and  varie- 
gated in  their  views  and  objects  :  efpecially 
on  this  fide  of  the  little  town  of  Nocera  di  i 
Pagani;  which,  by  the  Romans,  was  called 
Nuceria  Alfatema  * ;  till  a  colony  was  fent 
thither,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  who  then 
called  it  Nuceria  Conjtantia.  It  feems  to  have 
derived  its  prefent  name  from  the  Saracens, 
by  whom  it  was  conquered  ;  and  who,  in  the 
middle  ages.,  were  frequently  denoted  by  the 
epithet  Pagani :  or  Pagans. 

We  already  favv  both  wheat  and  oats  in  ear. 
We  rode  over  woody  hills,  and  through  a 
charming  narrow  valley  ;  which  hills  ftrongly 
reminded  me  of  the  Bergjlraffe,  that  lies  be- 
tween Darmftadt  and  Heidelberg.  Here  we 
met  with  equal  induftry  of  agriculture  but 
greater  fertility,  from  lands  that  lie  under 
the  influence  of  fo  mild  a  climate.  Thefe 
national  recollections  were  foon  loft  in  the  de- 
lightful little  valley  that  lies  between  La  Cava 
and  Vietii ;  where,  far  below  us,  a  clear  ri- 
vulet now  winds  through  herbage  and  groves, 
and  now  ruflies  among  the  rocks. 

This  valley  is  juftly  held  to  be  the  mod 

*  Cluv.  IuL  Ant. 
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beautiful  place  in  Italy.  It  is  a  calm  bene-* 
ficent  retreat,  inviting  all  that  are  capable  to 
the  enjoyment  of  nature. 

Having  arrived  at  Vietri,  you  are  fuddenty 
furprtfecl  by  a  view  of  the  bay  of  Salerno* 
with  its  craggy  fhores  and  promontories,  that 
are  fhaded  by  high  trees,  and  that  form  fmall 
gulphs,  among  the  cliffs  and  grottos,  in  de- 
lightful variety.  The  town  of  Salerno  is  fitu- 
ated  in  the  great  bay  to  which  it  gives  its  name. 
Formerly,  when  Pefto  flourifhed  and  was 
known  by  its  ancient  Greek  name,  it  was 
called  the  bay  of  Pqfidonia. 

We  departed  early,  before  fun  rife  ;  and 
found  the  country,  between  Salerno  and  Pefto^ 
extremely  fruitful,  and  rich  in  foliage.  The 
unheal thinefs  of  the  air  is  injurious  here  to 
agriculture,  becaufe  inhabitants  are  wanting. 
The  marfhy  places  are  chiefly  the  paftures  of 
herds  of  buffaloes. 

We  paffed  a  ferry  over  the  Silaro,  the  Si* 
larus  of  the  ancients,  which  was  the  territorial 
boundary  between  the  Lucani  and  the  Picen- 
tint :  or  Piceni.  Few  corn  fields  are  feen  on 
the  farther  fide  of  the  river  :  but  the  fpon- 
taneous  vegetation  is  luxuriant.  Here  I  met 
with  many  to  me  unknown  flowers.  The  red 

adonis 
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adonis  grows  wild  ;  and  I  faw  the  cerc'is  JM- 
quajiruni)  or  tree  of  Judas,  covered  with  its 
beautiful  red  papilionaceous  flower.  Some  of 
the  inhabitants  call  it  platano ;  though  it  has 
nothing  in  common  with  the  platanus ;  and 
others  guz%a-pino ;  becaufe  it  bears  leaves  and 
has  no  prickles. 

The  ruins  of  Pofidonia  appertain  to  the  moft 
ancient  remains  of  Grecian  architecture.  They 
are  evidently  of  an  age  when  the  art  had  ac- 
quired its  higheft  character  of  dignified  fim- 
plicity  :  an  age  which  in  Greece  was  called 
the  age  of  Pericles,  who  lived  above  four 
hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift*. 

There  are  likewife  the  remains  of  a  gate  ; 

*  When  I  wrote  this  I  had  met  with  no  good  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  temple  of  Minerva  in  Athens,  which  was  re- 
built by  Pericles  after  it  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Per- 
fians.  I  have  now  feen  an  engraving  of  this  noble  building, 
in  the  Arch&ologia  Graca  of  Potter,  and  remark  that  there 
are  pedeftals  to  the  pillars.  In  the  temple  of  Neptune,  at 
Pofidonia,  the  pillars  reft  immediately  on  the  ground  ;  ac- 
cording to  the  moft  ancient  manner  of  the  Doric  archU 
teclure.  It  therefore  appears  that  this  temple  of  Nep- 
tune is  more  ancient  than  the  temple  of  Minerva,  built  by 
Pericles ;  which  was  likewife  called  Parthenion>  or  trie 
temple  of  the  virgin.  The  refemblance  between  thefe 
temples  is  ftriking. 

and 
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and  of  the  city  wall,  which  was  twenty-fix 
Neapolitan  palms  in  breadth;  (  1  'he  Neapo- 
litan and  Sicilian  palm  is  the  extent  of  the 
fpan,  including  the  firft  joint  of  the  thumb.) 
and,  befide  thefe,  there  are  the  pillars  of  three 
very  large  buildings  ftanding.  The  hindmoft 
appears  to  have  been  a  bafilica,  or  hall  of  juf- 
tice  ;  and  the  two  others  were  temples.  Of 
thefe  three  buildings,  that  which  is  in  the  mid- 
dle was  evidently  the  grander!. 

This  has  been  properly  called  the  temple 
of  Neptune  :  the  ancient  town  having  been 
dedicated  to  that  deity,  and  from  his  Greek 
name,  Pofidon,  called  Pofidonia.  In  the  breadth 
of  the  temple  there  are  fix  pillars,  and  four- 
teen in  length  ;  therefore,  thirty-fix  in  the  cir- 
cumference. They  are  each  forty-three  palms 
in  height ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  have 
one-and-twenty  fiutings,  ^*a§t/*r/Dia3<z,  Jlria- 
tiwas,  cannelures,  but  without  pedeftals,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  Doric  manner.  Neither 
have  the  pillars  of  the  two  other  buildings 
any  pedeitals  :  though  their  too  great  tapering 
appears  to  denote  an  age  when  the  beauty  of 
proportion  had  not  been  difcovered  ;  at  lead 
not  with  fufficient  accuracy.    For  this  reafon, 

both 
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both  thefe  buildings  fufFered  very  much  ;  whea 
compared  to  the  temple  of  Neptune. 

This  temple  confift  s  of  three  ailes.  Upon 
the  two  middle  rows  of  pillars  others  of  a  lefs 
fize  are  conftructed,  which  like  wife  are  Doric. 
Perhaps  there  was  a  wall,  that  ran  between  the 
outward  and  the  next  row  of  pillars  ;  as  fome 
traces  feem  to  denote.  If  fo,  the  temple  mud 
have  held  five  ailes.  The  architrave  and  the 
frieze  are  in  good  prefervation  :  as  likewife  is 
a  great  part  of  both  the  frontifpieces. 

The  whole1  has  a  combined  character  of 
beauty*  grandeur,  and  fimplicity;  compared 
to  which,  the  nobleft  buildings  of  ancient 
Rome  would  appear  insignificant. 

The  bafilica  has  nine  pillars  in  breadth, 
(  eighteen  in  length,  and  fifty  in  circumference. 
The  other  temple  has  fix  pillars  in  breadth, 
thirteen  in  length,  and  thirty-four  in  circum- 
ference. All  thefe  pillars  are  fluted.  Thefe 
ftru&ures  are  of  a  kind  of  porous  ftone,  which 
is  called  travertino  5  with  which  St.  Peter's  at 
Rome  is  built. 

Such  are  the  noble  monuments  of  Greek  art, 
that  had  remained  many  centuries  unobferved 
by  antiquaries,  when  the  fcholar  of  a  painter 
of  Naples,  while  he  refided  atCapaccio,  a  little 

Vol.  III.  O  towa 
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town  that  Is  built  on  the  hill  near  Peflo,  difT 
covered  them  from  a  hill  as  he  was  walking 
toward  the  fea.  As  foon  as  he  returned  to 
Naples,  he  gave  an  enthufiaftic  relation  of 
what  he  had  feen  to  his  matter  ;  who  went 
with  him  to  view  the  great  ruins,  and  pub- 
Iifhed  the  difcovery  to  the  world. 

Immediately  beneath  the  ancient  city  wall 
a  rivulet  runs,  which  has  a  petrifying  quality 
that  was  remarked  as  early  as  Strabo.  Its 
banks  are  reedy,  and  fome  little  hollow  pil- 
lars bear  evident  marks  of  being  themfelves 
petrified  reeds.  I  tafted  the  water  and  thought 
it  brackifh  ;  and  indeed  the  inhabitants  call  it, 
Flume  falfo  :  or  fait  river. 

Cluverius  found  it  frefh :  but  he  poffibly 
tafted  it  at  another  feafon  of  the  year,  and  cer- 
tainly at  fome  other  place  :  otherwife  he  muft 
have  feen  the  ruins.  This  brook  often  over- 
flows, and  either  caufes  or  increafes  the  un- 
healthinefs  of  the  air.  Plutarch  fpeaks  of  its 
marfh,  to  which  Spartacus  retired  with  his  4 
fugitives,  and  fays  that  its  waters  were  fweet 
at  one  time  and  fait  at  another*. 

The  rofy  gardens  of  Pseftum  are  praifed  by 
Virgil  and  Ovid.    Virgil  tells  us  they  annu- 

*  Plutarch's  Life  of  Craffus. 

ally 
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ally  bloomed  twice-  Biferlque  rofaria  Ptefti 

— — and  I  was  affdred  that  they  ftill  poiTefs 
this  quality  at  Pefto.  Ey  Ovid  they  were 
called  "  The  tepid  rofy  gardens  of  Pseftum" — 
<Tepidique  rofaria  P^Jil.  During  the  whole  of 
our  way  to  Salerno,  the  air  was  tepid,  and  the 
breeze  difagreeable  ;  but  we  did  not  find  our- 
felves  oppreffed  by  it  till  we  had  croffed  the 
gloomy  Silaro,  and  were  about  three  German 
miles  on  this  fide  of  Salerno.  The  people  who 
live  at  the  ferry  have  a  pallid  and  bloated  ap- 
pearance. Nicolovius  afked  one  of  them  why 
he  continued  to  live  there  ?  He  replied  be- 
caufe  he  was  obliged.  "  Who  is  it  that 
obliges  you  ?  "  faid  Nicolovius.  <c  Poverty  " 
anfwered  the  man ;  with  a  true  Italian  fhrug 
of  the  fhoulders. 

The  air  of  Pefto  gave  me  a  bad  head  ach  : 
yet  I  faw  a  flock  of  goats  that  was  uncom- 
monly full  of  life.  It  is  probable  that  the  very 
quality  of  this  air,  which  to  man  is  injurious 
or  rather  mortal,1  may  have  a  different  efFeft 
on  the  organs  of  thefe  animals,  whofe  ftrong 
fcent  may  afford  an  antidote.  The  fame  may 
be  true  of  vegetation. 

Pofidonia  was  founded  in  very  early  times, 
and  is  of  Grecian  and  Doric  origin.    The  Sy- 
O  2  barites, 
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barites,  who  had  conquered  the  town,  built 
the  wall  after  the  building  of  the  temples. 
They  were  obliged  to  yield  to  the  Lucani ; 
and  the  Lucani  to  the  Romans,probably  during 
the  fecond  Punic  war.  The  Romans  corrupted 
the  ancient  name  to  Pcejlum ;  from  which  the 
Italians  have  formed  Pefto. 

Inconfiderable  ruins  of  a  temple,  which, 
according  to  an  infcription  that  was  found, 
was  confecrated  to  the  Mens  Bona,  or  found 
mind,  denote,  as  do  remains  of  an  amphi- 
theatre, that  was  indubitably  built  in  the  times 
of  the  Emperors,  how  profane  was  the  hand 
of  Roman  art,  when  compared  to  the  high 
genius  of  the  Greek  ! 

Pefto  lies  about  half  a  league  from  the  fea. 
The  continued  mountainous  fhore  rifes  be- 
yond the  town,  on  the  right,  toward  the  fea  ; 
and,  on  the  left,  the  curving  coaft  is  difcovered 
as  far  as  the  promontory  of  Licofa :  while 
ridges  of  hills  tower  and  difappear  in  per- 
fpe&ive. 

While  I  was  writing  this,  Jacobi  called  to 
me  demanding  my  attention  to  a  new  object  : 
the  bufhy  height  of  Salerno,  which  was  fwarm- 
ing  with  flying  glow  wormfs. 

The  illuminated  livelinefs  and  motion  of 

7  thefc 
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thefe  infedts  are  delightful.  How  did  they 
hover  about,  rifing  over  the  hills  into  the  air, 
and  looking  like  little  ftars  ! 

Salerno  was  formerly  called  Salernum. 
During  the  fecond  confulfhip  of  the  firft  Pub- 
lius  Scipio  Africanus,  when  Tiberius  Sem- 
pronius  Longus  was  his  colleague,  foon  after 
the  fecond  Punic  War,  a  Roman  colony  was 
fent  hither.  In  the  middle  ages,  Salerno  had 
its  own  Princes;  and,  in  the  tenth  and  ele- 
venth centuries,  the  Arabians  here  taught  phi- 
lofophy,  and  the  art  of  phyfic :  which  laft 
fcience  was  exercifed  with  emulation  and  re- 
nown, fo  that  in  the  year  1 100,  a  book  on  the 
medical  art,  as  practifed  at  Salerno,  was  writ- 
ten in  Leonine  verfes. 

This  town  has  been  the  feat  of  an  arch- 
bifliop  for  more  than  eight  hundred  years. 
The  haven  of  Salerno  was  once  famous  ;  but 
it  is  now  negle&ed,  and  the  proverb  is 

Se  Salerno  averfe  un  portoy 
Napoli  fa  rebbe  morto  * , 

Large  annual  fairs  are  held  here.  The  Leo- 

*  If  Salerno  had  a  port,  Naples  would  be  dead  :  or, 
If  Salerno  had  a  port, 
Naples  would  have  little  fport. 

O  3  nine 
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nine  Mufe  ftill  appears  to  hover  over  the 
place  ;  for  fhe  is  not  feen  alone  in  the  work 
I  mentioned,  but  likewife  in  the  following 
Latin  ;  which  is  fung  by  a  community  of  Sa-> 
lerno,  on  the  feftival  of  St.  Fortunatus. 

Salem  um  ci vitas  nohilis, 

£)uam  fundavit  Sem  Noe  filius  *. 


LETTER  LXXIX. 

Barletta,  4th  May  1792. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  April, 
we  took  leave  of  cur  friends  from  Munfter, 
whom  w7e  again  hope  to  meet  in  Sicily ;  and, 
in  order  to  avoid  returning  to  Naples  in  our 
way  to  Puglia,  the  ancient  Apulia,  we  rode 
over  hills  to  Avellino. 

This  was  one  of  the  moft  pleafant  little 
journeys  I  have  ever  made.  Rich  in  forefts 
and  rivulets,  which  fpring  from  the  rocks 
and  wind  meandering  through  the  laughing 

*  Salerno  is  a  city  noble, 

Founded  by  Shem  the  fon  of  Noah. 

meadows, 


9 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  199 

meadows,  this  country  is  adorned  with  all  the 
charms  of  nature ;  at  once  wild  and  friendly. 
The  young  verdure  exhaled  its  fweets,  after 
fprinkling  mowers  ;  and  the  nightingale  fa- 
luted  us  from  the  budding  branches.  We  faw 
the  linden  and  the  cherry  tree  of  extraordi- 
nary growth  in  the  villages ;  though  the  lin- 
den is  feldom  met  with  in  Italy.  The  white 
thorn  is  ftill  in  bloom ;  and  already  the  Ita- 
lian honeyfuckle  *  flowers. 

A  rough,  rocky,  and  frequently  fteep,  road 
led  us  among  high  chefnut  forefts,  over  a 
ridge  of  the  Apennines  ;  which  feparates  the 
provinces  of  Principato  Citra  and  Pri?icipato 
Oltra. 

According  to  ancient  geography,  thefe 
mountains  divided  the  country  of  the  Picentini 
from  the  country  of  the  Hirpini.  The  latter 
were  a  tribe  of  the  Samnites  ;  in  whofe  lan- 
guage, according  to  Strabo,  hirpum  fignified  a 
wolf. 

From  the  heights  of  thefe  hills,  fhut  up 
among  the  woody  mountains,  we  faw  a  val- 
ley plentifully  watered  ;  the  diverfified  beau- 
ties of  which,  as  we  proceeded  along  the 
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winding  road,  continually  prefented  new 
charms  to  the  eye. 

We  arrived  early  at  the  not  very  little  towa 
of  Avellino  ;  which  is  built  in  a  fruitful  place, 
among  the  mountains. 

During  the  whole  way,  and  particularly 
when  we  approached  Avellino,  we  law  many 
large  hazle  bullies,  the  nuts  of  which  are  fo 
famous.  Hence  the  French  call  a  line  kind 
of  this  fruit  des  AvcUlnes. 

The  eaft  fide  of  the  country  round  Avellino 
is  no  lefs  beautiful  than  the  weft.  On  the 
morning  of  the  30th,  we  faw  many  of  the 
cyttfus  ihrubs  in  bloom  :  but  the  mountainous 
diftrifts  foon  became  more  rude,  and  we  met 
with  lefs  grain;  moft  of  which  was  not  yet 
in  ear.  This  backward  growth  muft  not  be 
afcribed  to  the  mountain  air,  but  to  the  po- 
verty of  the  foil ;  which  is  ftony,  and  fre- 
quently fandy.  The  inhabitants  do  not  ap- 
pear to  neglevfl  the  labours  of  agriculture  :  as 
an  inftanee,  we  faw  them  hedging  their 
grounds.  They  have  likewife  many  fruit  trees  ; 
but  only  fuch  as  grow  in  the  open  air  in  Ger- 
many. 

Thefe  countries  abound  in  trees ;  and  their 
towns  are  generally  built  on  hills  3  which  cuf- 

tom 
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torn  is  lefs  inconvenient  among  the  Italians,, 
becaufe  of  their  breed  of  mules  and  afles,  thaa 
it  would  be  in  Germany.  The  high  road, 
which  was  the  work  of  the  late  King,  Don. 
Carlos,  is  excellent,  and  abounds  in  extenfive 
profpeds  over  valleys  and  hills;  behind  which, 
on  all  fides,  high  ridges  of  the  Apennines 
rife. 

On  the  firft  half  of  the  way,  we  paffed  the 
little  town  of  Monte  Fufcolo,  lying  on  the  left 
on  a  high  hill. 

As  we  approached  Ariano,  we  faw  vine- 
yards which  were  laid  out  in  the  German,  or 
rather  in  the  Swifs,  manner ;  for,  though  the 
vines  are  carried  up  poles,  they  yet  fhoot  over 
crofs  laths,  and  are  conducted  from  one  vine 
ftock  to  another.  - 

Ariano  lje$  on  a  high  hill  of  tufa  ftone, 
fome  of  the  houfes  of  which  are  hewn  in  the 
foft  rock,  The  town  is  very  ancient.  Some 
among  the  ancients  afcribe  its  foundation  to 
Diomedes,  fon  of  Tydeus,  King  of  iEtolia, 
one  of  the  celebrated  heroes  of  Homer.  That 
he  made  a  defcent  in  Italy  after  the  taking  of 
Troy  is  as  well  proved  as  are  any  of  the  nar- 
ratives of  the  renowned  heroes  of  this  fiege  ; 
with  which,  embelliflaed  by  the  dreams  of 

fable 
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fable,  the  hiftory  of  Greece  begins  to  dawn7 
However,  it  was  the  cuftom  of  the  leaders  of 
the  early  Greek  colonies  to  make  fettlements 
upon  the  fea  coafts.  The  ancient  Italian  name 
of  the  town  was  Eqmis  Tuticus ;  and  Tuticus, 
in  one  of  the  moft  ancient  Italian  dialecls, 
fignified^rra/;  This  place  therefore  was  called 
Great Horfe.  Perhaps  you  will  be  a  little  in- 
clined to  laugh  at  an  etymological  vagary  that 
fuggefts  itfelf.  What  if  the  epithet  Deutcbfe  *, 
which  the  people  of  Switzerland  ftill  pro- 
nounce Tiitfchen)  in  Latin  c±ento?ies^  originally 
fignified  the  great  ?  You  know  how  terrible 
an  impreffion  the  greatnefs  of  our  anceftors 
made  .on  the  Romans  ;  who,  with  this  impref- 
fion of  greatnefs,  ftrength,  and  valour,  aflb- 
ciated  even  the  flaxen  hair  and  the  blue  eyes 
of  the  Germans,  as  things  dreadful. 

I  mull  not  omit  to  notice  that  Germany 
formerly-  confifted  of  marines,  and  forefts, 
which  have  been  drained  and  felled  ;  that  it 
was  then  colder  than  it  now  is ;  and  that  the 
defcription  given  of  the  Germans,  by  the  Ro- 
mans, perfectly  agrees  with  the  prefent  people 
of  Norway.  I  have  never  been  in  that  country, 
but  the  Danifli  life  guard  chiefly  confifts  of 

*  -Germany 
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pure  Norwegians  ;  the  afpe£t  of  whom  fre~ 
quently  brought  to  my  recolle&ion  the  an- 
cient Germans. 

On  the  1  ft  of  May,  we  made  a  little  trip 
up  the  country,  to  the  fouth,  to  view  a  re- 
markable natural  phenomenon ;  which  had 
neither  been  overlooked  among  tjie  remarks 
of  early  naturalifts,  nor  by  the  fage  Mufe  of 
Virgil.  We  hired  a  guide,  and  fometimes  rode 
up  narrow  paths  and  frequently  over  the  beds 
of  brooks ;  which  were  now  half  dried  up, 
but  which  in  fome  feafons  of  the  year  are 
impaffable.  The  heat  was  rather  great ;  but 
the  way  was  pleafant.  We  faw  many  forefts 
of  oak  ;  the  fight  of  which  for  fome  days  paft 
had  delighted  us,  becaufe,  in  other  parts  of 
Italy,  though  here  and  there  a  folitary  tree 
may  be  met  with,  there  are  but  few  forefts. 

We  heard  numerous  nightingales,  among 
the  fhady  valleys,  and  finging  in  the  foliage 
of  the  high  banks  of  the  rivulets  ;  and  we 
met  with  a  fhepherd,  who  was  playing  on  the 
bagpipe.  We  yefterday  had  before  heard  this 
kind  of  mufic,  enlivening  the  people  of  a  vil- 
lage, who  were  employed  in  toffing  the  fheep 
that  were  iheered  from  the  top  of  a  high 

bridge, 
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bridge,  into  the  brook.  The  villagers  arc 
friendly  and  gay. 

Weary  with  the  {tiff  jog  trot  pace  of  our 
hack  horfes,  which,  though  they  were  Nea- 
politan ftallions,  were  unworthy  of  their  breed, 
we  alighted  at  the  village  of  Cafal  di  Frigente ; 
and  proceeded  more  than  half  a  German  mile 
on  foot.  This  fmall  village  is  fituated  in  a 
foreft,  at  the  foot  of  a  hill ;  at  the  top  of  which 
the  little  town  of  Frigente  ftands.  Our  charm- 
ing road  at  firft  led  us  under  lofty  chefnuts, 
and  oaks ;  where  we  heard  the  fong  of  the 
nightingale,  which  was  anfwered  by  the  clear 
note  of  the  quail,  the  warbling  of  the  lark  and 
the  goldfinch,  the  cry  of  the  cuckoo,  and  the 
chirping  of  the  chattering  grafshopper. 

When  we  left  thefe  fhady  heights,  the  heat 
became  very  great ;  and  we  were  not  a  little 
delighted  to  meet  with  a  goatherd,  whofe  boy, 
with  great  dexterity,  caught  the  goats,  as  the 
old  man  pointed  them  out ;  when  they  would 
not  follow,  but  difregarded  the  Thcocritic  call 
of  Sitta  I  fitta  !  which  is  ftill  in  ufe. 

We  refreflied  ourfelves  with  drinking  fome 
of  the  warm  foaming  milk.  The  milk  of 
the  Italian  goat  is  much  more  pleafant  than 

that 
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that  of  ours ;  for  it  has  not  the  fame  ftrong 
tafte,  but  is  rather  fweet,  and  very  white :  nei- 
ther are  the  goats  here  fo  ftrong  fcented  as 
they  are  in  Germany. 

At  the  bottom  of  a  declivity,  the  fummk 
of  which  was  overgrown  with  oaks,  there  was 
a  tolerably  fteep  dale  ;  in  which  there  was  a 
fulphureous  fpring,  that  yielded  but  little 
water,  but  that  ran  over  a  fpacious  (tony  bed, 
which  denoted  what  its  contents  might  be  in 
autumn,  and  winter.  The  depth  of  the  ground, 
and  the  whole  bed  that  it  formed,  bore  a  great 
refemblance  to  Solfatara,  near  Pozzuoli.  It 
was  equally  crufted  with  fulphurous  fub- 
ftances,  and  likewife  appeared  to  have  holes  ; 
at  leaft  the  earth  wa9  broken  through  in  more 
places  than  one.  Below  is  a  little  pool,  the 
circumference  of  which  may  be  about  fixty 
paces ;  and  the  water,  that  is  as  dark  as  the 
darkeft  lime  water,  fpouts  up  in  various 
places.  On  the  fhore,  there  is  a  natural  foun- 
tain ;  that  projects  its  waters,  with  froth  and 
noife,  to  the-  height  of  a  man,  and  that  never 
ceafes  to  rife.  This  noife,  this  vifible  boiling, 
and  thefe  refemblances  with  Solfatara,  leave 
us  without  the  leaft  doubt  that  it  is  caft  up  by 
hot  fources  ; though  we  found  it  entirely  cold. 

Virgil 
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Virgil  could  not  have  difcovered  a  oetteY 
place  for  the  Fury  Ale&o,  when  {he  unwil- 
lingly obeyed  the  command  of  Juno,  at  the 
moment  that  (he  expected  the  applaufe  of  the 
goddefs,  and  was  obliged  to  return  to  night 
and  hell  *. 

Eft  locus,  Italia  in  medio  fub  montibus  altis% 
Nobilis  et  fama  multis  memoratus  in  oris, 
Amfancli  valles,  Denfis  hunc  frondibus  atrutri 
Urget  utrinque  latus  nemoris,  medioque  fragofus 
Dat  fonitum /axis  et  torto  vortice  torrens^ 
Hie  fpecus  horrendum,  1st  fevi  fpiracula  Ditis> 
Monflratur  ;  ruptoque  ingens  Acheronte  vorago  1 
Peftiferas  aperit fauces  :  queis  condita  Erinnys, 
Invifum  numeny  terras  caelum  que  levabat. 

Virg.  JEn.  vii.  563. 

In  midft  of  Italy,  well  known  to  fame, 
There  lies  a  lake,  Amfantlus  is  the  name, 
Below  the  lofty  mounts  :  on  either  fide 
Thick  forefts  the  forbidden  entrance  hide : 


*  Mifguided  by  Addifon,  I  have  faid  in  my  Ifland  f, 
that  Virgil,  in  this  defcription,  fpoke  of  the  waterfall  of 
Velino,  near  Terni,  in  the  States  of  the  Church.  Vir- 
gil no  doubt  meant  this  aperture. 

Later  remark.  Since  I  wrote  this,  I  have  feen  the 
great  waterfall  near  Terni,  which  does  not  agree  with  Vir- 
gil's defcription.  The  reader  will  judge  for  himfelf,  when 
I  have  conducted  him  to  Terni. 

f  This  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  title  of  fome  work,  that  I  am 
unacquainted  with,  by  the  author,  Count  Stolberg.  T. 

Ful! 
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Full  in  the  centre  of  the  facred  wood 
An  arm  arifes  of  the  Stygian  flood ; 
Which,  breaking  from  beneath  with  bellowing  found, 
Whirls  the  black  waves  and  rattling  ftones  around. 
Here  Pluto  pants  for  breath  from  out  his  cell, 
And  opens  wide  the  grinning  jaws  of  hell. 
To  this  infernal  lake  the  Fury  flies  ; 
Here  hides  her  hated  head,  and  frees  the  lab' ring  fkies- 

Dryden,  v.  777. 

The  Romans  here  erected  a  temple  to  the 
goddefs  Mephitis ;  whom  they  likewife  called 
Graveolentid)  or  the  111  fcented.  Why  mould 
they  not  as  well  build  a  temple  to  Mephitis 
as  to  the  goddefs  of  TuJJis  :  or  Cough  ?  who 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  honoured  in  a 
fanctuary  the  ruins  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen 
near  Tibur,  the  modern  Tivoli. 

In  the  prefent  altered  yet  recognizable  dia- 
le£t,  the  place  is  called  Mufite*  Near,  and 
perhaps  on  the  fame  fpot,  where  the  temple 
of  Mephitis  ftood,  there  is  a  chapel  called, 
San  Felice.  May  not  this  likewife  have  been 
a  corruption  of  the  word  Amfanclus^  or  Amp- 
fanitusy  which  was  the  name  of  this  place  *  ? 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  day  before  yefter- 
day,  we  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain. 
The  country  was  poor  in  trees ;  and  we  faw 

*  Ciuv.  Ital.  Ant. 

the 
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the  bald  top  of  Apulia,  lying  before  us,  whiefi 
is  dried  by  the  eaft  wind,  according  to  Horace* 

*%ucs  tori-et  Atabulus. 

The  land  was  ftony,  and  the  corn  poor : 
but,  when  we  came  into  the  province  of  Pug- 
lia,  the  ancient  Apulia,  we  met  with  a  very 
welcome  foreft  of  oaks ;  which  firft  afforded 
us  fhade,  and,  as  the  fun  got  higher,  fome 
cooling  breezes.  An  excellent  field  of  wheat 
reminded  me  of  the  induftry  of  the  ancient 
Apulians  ;  whofe  fame  the  prefent  inhabitants 
appear  willing  to  maintain. 

For  fome  time  before  we  came  to  Bovino, 
the  trees  difappeared ;  and,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  we  rode  through  a  large  open  plain, 
which  here  and  there  bore  excellent  corn  \ 
though  the  greateft  part  of  it  was  pafturage. 

The  fheep  of  this  province  are  ranked 
among  the  fineft  in  Italy.  The  cattle  are  not 
fo  prodigioufly  large  as  thofe  in  Terra  Lavoro: 
but  they  are  ftrong,  numerous,  and  have  large 
horns,  like  thofe  in  the  States  of  the  Church  ; 
the  modern  breed  of  which  is  derived  from 
Puglia.  They  are  all  of  them  light  grey ;  as 
in  general  are  the  cattle  of  the  middle  and 
lower  parts  of  Italy,  from  the  moll  northern 
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countries  of  Tufcany  to  the  fouth  point  of 
Calabria.  We  likewife  faw  a  herd  of  buffa- 
.  loes  ;  which,  being  in  want  of  larger  marfhes, 
were  here  collected  round  a  fmall  pool.  This 
breed  of  animals,  during  the  heat  of  the  day, 
repofethemfelves  by  lying  in  lakes,  or  marfhes  ; 
and  are  frequently  funk  fo  deep  in  the  mud 
that  nothing  but  their  turned  up  muzzles 
is  vifible.  They  are  dark  brown,  rough, 
almoft  fhaggy,  and  have  little  round  horns, 
arched  backward  ;  which  are  ferviceable  only 
to  butt  with,  and  not  to  gore.  They  are  ra- 
ther overcome  than  tamed.  The  buffalo  ox 
has  a  wild  and  fearful  afpecl:,  under  the  yoke  ; 
and  the  buffalo  cow  fliyly  looks  about  her, 
while  file  is  milked.  If  they  are  grazed  in 
the  fame  pafture  with  other  cattle,  the  herds 
keep  themfelves  feparate.  The  milk  is  thin- 
ner than  that  of  the  cow,  is  fweet,  very  heal- 
thy, and  affords  very  ple'afant  viands. 

The  buffalo  was  neither  a  native  of  Italy 
nor  does  he  now  wander  wild  in  this  country. 
The  race  was  brought  from  Afia  five  or  fix 
hundred  years  ago  ;  and  they  all  have  pro- 
prietors. The  King  has  a  breed  of  wThite 
buffaloes,  from  Hungary;  which  he  received 

Vol.  ill.  P  from 
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from  the  late  Emperor  :  but  I  have  not  feen 
them. 

We  paffed  the  town  of  Fogia,  on  the  left ; 
which  was  the  ancient  Luceria,  and  the  found- 
ing of  which,  like  Ariano,  is  afcribed  to  Dio- 
medes.  It  is  ftill  by  many  called  Lucera. 
On  a  hill  to  the  right,  we  faw  the  little  town 
of  Afcoli. 

The  Romans  would  have  befieeed  Luceria, 
when  they  were  furrounded  in  the  defile  by 
Herennius,  the  valiant  and  cautious  leader  of 
the  Samnites  ;  where,  in  the  year  of  Rome 
432,  or  321  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  they 
were  obliged  to  pafs  under  the  yoke  at  Clau- 
dhtm  *. 

Afcoli  was  formerly  called  Afaihim  ;  and, 
near  this  place,  in  the  year  of  Rome  471,  and 
282  before  Chrift,  the  Romans,  under  the 
conduct  of  their  two  confuls,  Curius,  and  Fa- 

*  The  Count  has  been  guilty  of  two  miftakes,  in  this. 
{licrL  paflage ;  a  thing  very  unufual  with  him  :  the  re- 
ceived name  is  Caudium,  not  Claudium.  Portius  was  the 
general  of  the  Samnites  and  Herennius  was  his  father, 
whofe  advice  was  indeed  too  wife  to  be  followed  by  the 
vain  and  ambitious  fon  :  it  was  generoufly  to  fufTcr  the 
Romans  imprifoned  in  the  Cauditue  Furcte  to  depart. 
Liv.  ix.  T. 
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briciuSj  both  great  men,  gained  a  battle  over 
the  conqueror  Pyrrhus. 

The  high  mountain  of  Volto,  the  Vidtur  of 
the  ancients,  rifes  on  the  fouth  weft  ;  concern- 
ing which  Horace  fo  poetically  fables  that, 
having  fallen  a  fleep  upon  it  while  a  boy,  the 
doves  had  bedecked  him  with  fprigs  of  myrtle 
and  laurel  : 

Me  fabulofa^  Vulture  in  Appulo, 
Jltricis  extra  limen  Apulia, 

Ludo  fatigatumque fomno, 

Fronde  nova  puerum  palumbes 

Texere  :  mirum  quod  foret  omnibus, 
Quicumque  ce/fie  nidum  Acherontia:, 

Saltufque  B  aminos  >  et  arvum 

Pitigue  tenent  humilis  Ferenti  : 

Ut  tuto  ab  atris  corpore  viperis 
Dormirem  et  urfis  :  ut  premerer  facrd 

Lauroque1  collatdque  ??iyrto3 

Non  fine  dis  an  im oj us  in  fans  ! 

Hor.  lib.  iii.  od.  iv.  9. 

Fatlgu'd  with  ileep,  and  youthful  toil  of  play, 
When  on  a  mountain's  brow  rcclin'd  I  Jay,' 
Near  to  my  natal  foil,  around  my  head 
The  fabled  woodland  doves  a  verdant  foliage  fyread. 

Matter,  be  fure,  of  wonder  mod  profound 
To  all  the  gazing  habitants  around, 
Who  dwell  in  Acherontia's  airy  glades, 
Amid  the  Bantian  woods,  or  low  Ferentum's  meads, 

Pi  By 
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By  fnakes  of  poifon  black,  and  beads  of  prey, 
That  thus,  in  dev  y  deep  unharm'd  i  lay  ; 
Laurels  and  myrtle  were  around  me  pil'd, 
Not  without  guardian  gods  an  animated  child. 

Francis. 

To  the  north  eaft,  we  faw  the  mountain 
of  Qarganus;  tojiijch  is  fituated  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Capitanata^  over  the  bay  of  Ma?i- 
fredonitf.  It  is  now  called  Monte  San  Angela. 
Here  there  is  a  chapel,  which  is  vifited  by 
pilgrims  ;  and  we  met  feveral  country  people, 
in  the  forenoon,  who  were  returning  from 
their  journey.  They  bore  pine  branches, 
with  their  fruit,  tied  round  their  long  pil- 
grim Haves  ;  to  denote  that  they  had  accom- 
plifhed  their  pilgrimage. 

Before  the  fun  went  down,  we  reached  the 
village  of  Ardona ;  which  was  known  to  the 
ancients  under  its  prefent  name,  though  it  was 
like  wife  called  Ardonece. 

The  Greek  name  for  all  Apulia  was  Japy- 
gla ;  and  the  country  on  this  fide  of  the  river 
Aiifidus,  which  is  now  called  Ofanto^  was  the 
Apulia  Daunia  of  the  Romans.  The  epithet 
Daunia  militaris,  or  the  warlike  Daunia,  was 
applied  to  it  by  Horace.  Apulia  was  always 
famous  for  its  heat;  which  yefterday,  con- 
i  fdering 
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fidering  the  feafon  of  the  year,  was  very 
great ;  though  an  enlivening  fea  breeze  blowed 
from  the  Adriatic,  toward  the  eaft,  in  the 
afternoon. 

We  found  a  very  effeclual  and  pleafant 
antidote  to  the  heat,  in  that  kind  of  large 
citron  which  is  common  in  the  fouth  of 
Italy,  and  is  called  Valcnciana.  It  is  not  fo 
foft  and  excellent  as  the  lefs  and  more  com- 
mon citron  :  but  it  may  be  entirely  eaten,  both 
pulp  and  {kin. 

Yefterday,  at  Ardona,  we  had  a  diftant 
view  of  the  Adriatic;  illuminated  by  the 
rifing  fun.  It  was  our  intention  to  arrive  at 
Barletta  in  the  evening ;  from  which  we 
meant  to  make  a  trip  to  Canute^  to  view  the 
field  of  battle :  but  we  learnt,  at  Cerignola, 
that  it  was  but  a  fhort  day's  journey  to  Bar- 
letta paffing  by  Cannae :  we  therefore  deter- 
mined to  remain  at  Cerignola,  as  the  heat  was 
very  great,  and  take  this  road  on  the  morrow. 

The  plain  is  dry,  and  fandy;  and  only  here 
and  there  fcantily  fhaded,  by  wild  pear  trees  : 
but  the  fhort  grafs  is  the  more  aromatic, 
and  affords  excellent  paflure  for  fheep.  Ho- 
race travelled  here,  and  what  he  fays  of  the 
place  is  ftriclly  true.    The  bread  is  excellent; 
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the  water  is  dug  from  wells,  and  fold  :  though 
the  fprings  are  not  diftant.  Before  I  had  exa- 
mined the  combining  circumftanccs,  which 
after  fo  many  ages  have  paffed  away  are  ftill 
concordant,  I  was  not  of  the  opinion  of  thofe 
who  imagine  the  poet  fpoke  of  Ariano.  An 
additional  proof  is  what  Horace  has  faid  of  the 
name  of  the  place;  which  is,  that  it  did  not 
accord  writh  his  verfe.  The  names,  Eqiias 
TuticuSj  can  indeed  in  no  manner  be  brought 
into  verfe.  The  old  name  of  Cerignola  was 
not  known.  Befide,  we  muft  not  forget  that 
Horace  came  from  Villa  Trevici :  the  prefent 
Trevzco.  He  made  a  retrograde  motion  of 
four-and-twenty  miles,  before  he  reached  the 
place  in  queflion.  I  do  not  accurately  know 
how  far  Ariano  is  from  Trevico  ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that,  on  his  journey  from  Rome  to  Brun- 
dufium,  he  muft  have  gone  a  confiderable  way 
back,  in  order  to  come  to  Ariano.  At  pre- 
fent, Cerignola  is  thirty  miles  from  Trevico : 
but  the  roads  of  the  Romans  were  generally 
in  a  right  line,  and  fhorter  than  molt  of  the 
modern  roads.  Nay  more,  Horace  tells  us 
that  the  prudent  traveller  would  do  well  to 
take  the  bread  of  this  place  with  him  to 
Canufium :  the  modern  Canoffa.    CanofTa  i$ 

fix 
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fix  miles  diftant  from  Cerignola :  but  it  is 
forty-two  from  Ariano  !  Would  a  traveller 
carry  bread  in  his  wallet  two-and-forty  miles  ? 
Cerignola  a&ually  lay,  not  on  the  Appian  way, 
but  three  miles  from  it  :  Horace  however  had 
once  before  left  this  road,  when  he  went  to 
Villa  Trevici ;  probably,  on  both  occafions,  to 
vifit  his  friends. 

In  Cerignola,  which  is  well  built,  there  is 
ftill  a  Roman  mile-ftone  ;  with  an  infeription, 
of  the  age  of  Trajan  *. 

The  people  collected  at  the  inn  ;  and,  as  is 
the  cuftom  of  this  country,  our  chamber  was 
not  empty  of  tnem  :  but  they  ftared  at  us  as 
if  we  had  been  wild  animals.  They  ques- 
tioned us  concerning  our  country,  and  our 
travels ;  and  talked  of  Italy,  of  the  battle  of 
Cannse,  and  of  the  antiquities  of  thefe  parts. 
Our  friendly  hoft  fent  for  one  Don  Giovanni 
Danielle  ;  a  handfome  young  man,  who  was 

1  *  It  was  the  young  man  of  Puglia,  whom  I  have  men- 
tioned in  the  text,-  who  told  me  that  the  ancient  Appian 
way  was  three  miles  diftant  from  Cerignola:  but  Rie- 
defel  is  of  opinion  that  Cerignola  was  fituated  on  this 
way  ;  and  that  the  pillar,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  mile- 
ftone,  was  one  of  thofe  that  were  erected  to  Trajan  on 
this  way,  after  his  victorious  campaign  agatnft  the  Baci : 
-and  this  is  a  rational  and  probable  fuppofition. 
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well  acquainted  with  the  country  and  antient 
an. hers;  and  who  talked  with  great  anima- 
tion of  his  countryman  Horace,  and  of  his 
native  tOv\n  Venufia  ;  now  Venqfa :  which  is 
only  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Cerignola. 
It  was  from  him  I  learnt  that  the  Atabulas^ 
which  Horace  tells  us  rendered  the  hill  of 
Apulia  barren,  is  a  parching  eaft  wind  ;  which, 
the  people  of  Fuglia  called  Altino. 

He  Ihewed  us  the  bay  of  Manfredonia,  and 
Monte  Angelo,  from  the  top  of  a  hill.  When 
the  weather  is  clear,  Manfredonia  and  the 
ruins  of  the  antient  Arpi,  founded  by  Diome- 
des,  may  be  feen.  The  antient  Salapla^  the 
ruins  of  which  are  ftill  called  Salpe,  flood  not 
far  from  Cerignola. 

Den  Giovanni"^  took  us  to  the  garden  of 
one  of  his  friends,  who  has  a  country  houfe 
near  Salpe.  Some  labourers,  digging  in  the 
ground  a  few  years  fince,  found  a  large  an- 
tique vafe  ;  the  mouth  of  which  was  carefully 
covered  with  lead.    They  opened  it,  in  hopes 

*  In  the  fouth  of  Italy,  and  in  Sicily,  it  is  cuftomary 
to  call  people  by  their  chriftian  names  •,  but,  in  (lead  of 
Signor,  they  preface  them  with  the  epithet  Don.  Thus 
the  Engiifn  preface  the  chriftian  names  of  the  Baronet?, 
and  Knights,  with  Sir :  as,  Sir  Ifaac  :  Don  Gicvanni. 

of 
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of  finding  gold:  inftead  of  which,  they  found 
only  a  clear  odoriferous  water.  Full  of  vexa- 
tion at  the  difappointment,  they  threw  it  cut 
of  the  vale  :  and  thus  fcattered  this  valuable 
water  of  the  nardus :  the  charming  fcent  of 
which  was  felt  far  around,  for  three  days. 
The  high  value,  which  the  people  of  the  Eaft, 
as  well  as  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  let  upon 
this  perfume  is  well  known. 

During  our  walk,  the  fame  of  the  arrival  of 
foreigners  had  fpread,  and  a  great  crowd  fur- 
rounded  us  ;  fome  of  whom  followed  us  into 
our  apartment.  The  landlord  requefted  Jacobi 
to  write  down  pur  names,  and  country  ;  that, 
by  this  means,  he  might,  when  we  were 
gone,  fatisfy  the  enquirers. 

As  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  feldom 
travel  without  an  armed  efcort,  and  as  they 
form  a  ftrange  idea  of  our  country,  travellers 
like  us,  from  a  land  fo  diftant,  appeared  to 
them  bold  adventurers  ;  who  had  encountered, 
and  ftill  had  to  encounter,  Herculean  labours. 
Their  fenfations  are  rather  lively  than  dura- 
ble :  but  they  feel  themfelves  interefted  in 
foreigners,  concerning  whom  they  are  in- 
duced ferioufly  to  enquire.  . 

Don  Giovanni  now  accompanied  us  to  Ca- 

nofla ; 
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noffa ;  and  afterward,  for  the  Romans,  to  the 
too  celebrated  Cannse.  On  our  road,  we 
paffed  the  river  Of  auto :  the  Aufdus  of  the 
ancients :  the  waters  of  which  are  already 
much  decreafed  ;  and,  in  the  middle  of  fum- 
mer,  its  broad  ftony  bed  will  be  little  more 
than  a  brook  :  but,  in  autumn  and  winter,  it 
is  a  charming  ftream,  and  deferves  the  epi- 
thet of  longe /oneirism  or  far-founding,  which 
Horace  gives  it ;  for  it  frequently  overflows 
the  fields,  as  in  the  poet's  time ;  to  whofe 
waters  he  compares  the  ftep-fon  of  Auguftus, 
the  young  warrior  Claudius. 

Sic  tauriformis  vclvitur  Aufidusy 
6)rii  regnu  Dauni  prarfluit  Appu/i, 
Cum  fi£vit}  korrendamque  cult  is 
Diluviem  meditatur  agr  'is. 

Hor.  lib.  iv.  od.  14. 

So  branching  Aufidus,  who  laves 

The  Daunian  realms,  fierce  rolls  his  waves, 

When  to  the  golden  labours  of  the  fwain 

He  meditates  his  wrath,  and  deluges  the  plain. 

Francis. 

The  prefent  Canolfa  includes  only  a  part 
of  the  ancient  town  ;  of  which  there  ftill  are 
tombs,  a  gate,  and  ruins  of  the  walls,  remain- 
ing.    We  mould  have  been  glad  to  have 

found 
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found  the  tomb  of  the  benevolent  Bufa ;  a 
noble  matron,  who,  after  the  battle  of  Cannse, 
when  the  citizens  of  Canufmm  afforded  (hel- 
ter  to  four  thousand  fugitive  Romans,  gene- 
roufly  fupplied  them  with  corn,  clothing,  and 
money,  for  which  (he  was  publicly  honoured 
by  the  Senate  *, 

Following  the  advice  of  Horace,  we  took 
bread  with  us  from  Gerignola :  in  which  we 
were  very  prudent.  Nam  Canusi  lapldofus9 
fays  the  poet:  and  the  bread  of  Canofla  is  in 
fad  ftill  of  a  ftony  quality,  and  worfe  than 
any  I  have  met  with  in  Italy ;  in  many  parts 
of  which  the  bread  is  bad.  This  hardnefs 
feems  juftly  afcribed  to  the  foft  millftones  of 
CanofTa :  yet  it  is  inconceivable  that  the  in- 
habitants mould  have  continued  for  more  than 
eighteen  centuries  in  this  practice,  without 
lending  for  other  mill  rlones. 

The  principal  church  is  a  very  wretched 
Gothic  building :  but  it  contains  fix  pillars 
of  verde  antlco,  and  like  wife  is  the  burial 
place  cf  Boemondo  ;  the  knight  whom  Taffo, 
in  his  Jerufalem  Delivered,  has  rendered  im- 
mortaL 

*  Liv.  xxii.  c.  52. 

We 
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We  vifited  the  field  of  battle  at  Cannae, 
with  Livy  in  our  hand.  How  does  the  afpedt 
of  the  place  give  reality  to  the  deeds  of  for- 
mer times,  and  form  and  colour  to  the  fhades 
of  the  departed  !  The  defcription  of  Livy 
is  delightful.  We  evidently  faw  how  Hanni- 
bal had  fupported  his  left  wing  by  the  Aufidus, 
extending  his  right  toward  the  downs  near 
the  fea ;  and  how  the  fouth-weft  wind,  from 
the  Vultur  hill,  ventus  Vulturnus^  and  the  af- 
ternoon fun,  were  full  in  the  face  of  the 
Romans. 

It  was  about  the  time  of  harveft  when  the 
battle  was  fought  \  and  the  afternoon  rays  of 
the  fun  are  even  already  fcorching,  while 
the  fouth-weft  wind,  from  Volto,  blows, 
bringing  duft  with  it  over  the  fandy  plain* 
Some  find  it  difficult  to  imagine  why  the  fly- 
ing Romans  mould  not  rather  have  pafTed  the 
river  than  have  come  to  Canofla.  It  is  true 
the  Ofanto  was  always  fcanty  of  water,  in 
fummer,  and  fordable  ;  and  a  part  of  the 
Roman  army,  that  was  {rationed  on  that  fide, 
might,  by  exertion,  have  paffed.  But  it  is  not 
recollecled  that,  in  this  general  flight,  the  fu- 
gitives preffed  on  all  fides;  that,  probably, 

the 
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the  excellent  cavalry  of  the  Carthaginians  had 
cut  off  every  other  retreat ;  that  a  handful  of 
men  only  efcaped  to  Canoffa ;  and  that  Han- 
nibal himfelf  called  to  the  viftorious  army, 
"  Enough  !  Forbear  !  Spare  the  vanquifhed  !" 

Below  one  of  thefe  downs,  there  is  a  clear 
fpring,  with  much  water;  at  which  tradition 
fays  that,  while  bleeding  with  his  wounds, 
Paulus  jEmilius  here  refrefhed  himfelf,  before 
he  expired. 

The  whole  place  appears  very  naked  :  but, 
on  the  approach  to  Barletta,  there  are  good 
arable  lands,  and  vineyards ;  the  vines  of 
which  are  not  carried  an  ell  high  :  and  it  is 
affirmed  that  this  kind  of  wine  is  the  beft, 
becaufe  the  grape  is  more  perfectly  ripened 
by  the  {learning  warmth  of  the  ground,  as  it 
rifes  from  the  rocky  bed.  Thefe,  which  are 
of  a  red  kind,  are  ftrong  and  ardent.  As 
the  wine  here  is  as  cheap  as  the  beer  with 
us,  the  Swifs,  who  lately  were  {rationed  at 
Barletta  in  garrifon,  drank  it  to  dangerous 
excefs. 

Great  quantities  of  a  plant  are  found  in  the 
bean  fields ;  to  extirpate  which  no  degree  of 
induftry  is  fufficient.  It  bears  a  white  pyra- 
midal flower ;  whi,ch  refernbles,  but  is  larger 

than, 
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than,  the  fweet  pea*  Its  roots  are  entwines! 
round  the  roots  of  the  bean  plant,  grow  with 
it,  and  thus  render  it  fickly.  The  people  call 
this  plant  fporchia ;  and  fucclamele ;  becaufe  the 
bees  take  delight  in  extracting  honey  from  it. 
It  is  called  crobanche,  and  jiamma^  in  Tufcany. 

Barletta  is  a  tolerably  large  well  built  town  ; 
and  its  fituation  on  the  Adriatic,  the  afpect  of 
which  to  me  is  delightful,  is  the  more  charm- 
ing becaufe  you  like  wife  difcover,  oppofite  to 
the  coaft  of  the  bay  of  Manfredoiiia,  the  high 
mountain  of  San  Angelo :  which  was  the 
Garganus  of  the  ancients,  celebrated  for  its 
fertility.  Barletta  may  contain  twenty-two 
thoufand  inhabitants ;  and  has  a  large  ftone 
pier,  which  runs  into  the  fea :  yet  it  is  faid 
that  it  is  never  a  fafe  place  for  (hipping ;  efpe- 
cially  when  the  Greco-Leva?itc.  or  eaft  north 
earl  wind,  blows.  The  people  carry  on  a 
confiderable  trade;  and  the  principal  articles 
of  exportation  are  corn,  almonds,  and  fait. 
Near  the  town,  there  are  large  royal  fait 
works. 

A  bronze  colofial  ftatue  of  the  Emperor 
Heraclius,  which  was  found  in  the  fea,  Hands 
in  the  market  place  ;  of  which  the  people  have 
made  a  Saint, 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXXX. 

Taranto,  nth  May  1792. 

On  the  15th,  we  rode  from  Barletta 
to  Bari :  the  province  of  which,  now  by  fome 
called  Terra  di  Bari,  and  by  others  Provincia 
di  Traniy  was  by  the  ancients  named  Dannia 
Peucetia:  or  rather  fimply  Peucetia.  The 
Peucetii  were  likewife  called  Pcediculi. 

On  our  road  between  Barletta  and  Bari, 
we  palled  through  four  other  towns,  all  of 
which  are  in  like  manner  built  on  the  fea  fide, 
called  Trani,  Bifeglia,  Molfetta,  and  Giove- 
nazzo. 

Traill^  formerly  Turrenum,  is  the  feat  of 
an  archbifhop.  It  may  contain  about  fifteen 
thoufand  inhabitants ;  and  the  handfomely 
built  Molfetta  twelve  thoufand.  B'lfeglia^  the 
antient  Vigilicu,  has  a  ftreet  in  which  there  are 
larger  houfes  than  might  have  been  expected 
in  fo  fmall  a  town. 

The  appearance  of  Giovenazzo  is  lingular. 
It  has  very  high  walls  of  ruftic  architecture; 
within  which  the  high  houfes,  and  towers, 
rife  in  narrow  rows:  the  roofs  flat,  and  built 

of 
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of  poliftied  Hone.  Giovenazzoin  appearance 
reminds  you  of  the  fports  of  nature  in  various 
kinds  of  marble,  agate,  or  cryftal;  among 
which  you  imagine  you  fee  walls,  houfes, 

and  towers. 

On  this  coaft,  all  the  productions  of  nature 
and  art  are  lingular,  and  different  from  any 
that  I  have  hitherto  feen.  The  lands  are 
induftrioufly  cultivated:  but,  in  many  of  the 
fields,  the  oats  and  barley  grow  in  tufts 
The  corn  has  not  been  fown  with  broad  caft  ; 
but  three  or  four  grains  have  been  planted 
together,  in  the  manner  we  plant  garden  peas* 

I  am  told  that  the  corn  which  is  reared  in 
this  manner  is  cut,  before  the  ears  ripen,  as- 
green  fodder  for  cattle.  Where  the  land  is 
very  rocky  and  the  plough  cannot  be  ufed, 
this  may  be  the  belt,  or  perhaps  the  only, 
manner  of  turning  it  to  advantage*  The  vines 
are  not  higher  than  potatoe  plants  are  with  us  j 
and  the  ears  of  corn  and  the  vine  are  often 
intertwined.  In  thefe  fields  the  fig,  the  carob, 
the  almond,  the  peach,  the  apricot,  the  olive* 
and  the  granate  tree,  the  beautiful  red  bloom 
of  which  now  begins  to  appear,  are  all  feen  to 

*  I  have  fincc  feen  wheat  grow  ia  thk  manner,  in  Seve- 
ral parts  of  Sicily. 

grow. 
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'grow.  Here  you  find  various  fields  that  are 
•entirely 'like  thofe  through  which  Sampfon 
fent  the  jackalls ;  which,  in  the  tranflation 
of  the  bible,  have  improperly  been  called 
foxes;  when  he  tied  the  fire  brands  to  their 
tails,  "  let  them  go  into  the  {landing  corn  of 
*c  the  Philiftines,  and  burnt  up  both  the 
"  fnocks  and  alfo  the  {landing  corn,  with  the 
"  vineyards  and  olives  There  is  a  valley, 
between  Trani  and  Bifeglia,  in  which  we 
evidently  difcover  the  bed  of  a  river,  that 
formerly  meandered  through  the  plain  and 
emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea.  Like  our  blue 
iremje  'j",  the  fingle  red  poppy  grows  here  in 
great  quantities,  which  the  French  call  coqus- 
licot^  and  which  grows  among  our  wheat 
though  fparingly.  The  yellow  horned  poppy 
is  found  here  wild,  in  abundance,  among  the 
rocks  and  fand  of  the  more.  The  carob^  cera- 
tonia,  extends  its  branches  very  far  :  the  twigs 
"frequently  fink,  and  are  weighed  down  to  the 

*  Judges  xv.  5.  My  clerical  friend,  Rudolf  Schinz, 
from  Zurich,  has  made  the  fame  remark,  in  his  Descrip- 
tion of  Italian  Switzerland,  concerning  the  refemblanc-e 
•between  fuch  fields  and  thofe  of  the  Philiftines. 

f  I  cannot  difcover  more  than  the  context  tells  me  of 
.this  plant.  T. 

Vol.  III.  ground  \ 
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ground ;  where  they  probably  take  root,  and 
the  fprouting  ftems  are  at  lafl  feparated  from 
the  mother  plant. 

There  are  remarkable  frnall  round  huts  built 
here,  of  the  fieldftone,  that  have  no  windows, 
and  only  a  low  entrance,  which  is  always 
open.  Here  the  country  people  live,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  during  the  vintage, 
I  fend  you  a  drawing  of  thefe  huts,  which 
will  convey  to  you  fome  idea  of  thefe  Angu- 
lar places. 

The  wine  is  very  ardent,  and  red,  like  moft 
of  the  Italian  wines.  The  white  wines,  fome 
of  the  moft  generous  excepted,  are  not  to  be 
indulged  in :  at  leaft,  it  is  affirmed  that  they 
do  not  agree  with  Germans.  The  varieties  of 
tree,  grain,  and  vine,  afford  an  inceffant 
change ;  which  is  Mill  farther  embellifhed  by 
the  proipedl  of  the  highly  coloured,  blue, 
Adriatic  fea. 

I  might  eafily  have  given  a  pompous  de- 
fcription  of  places,  which  are  fome  hundreds 
of  German  miles  diflant,  but  I  muft  acknow- 
ledge that  the  country  between  Barletta  and 
Bari,  entertaining  as  it  is  to  a  traveller,  is 
Rot  that  which  fatisfies  the  heart,  The  nu- 
1  merous  trees  it  contains  afford  only  fcattered 

an  J 
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and  inefficient  {hades.  There  is  no  thought 
of  an  umbrageous  walk;  and  pure  as  the 
charming  vegetation  is,  excepting  only  the 
gloomy  and  mutilated  olive  tree,  yet  the  im~ 
preffion  of  the  whole  wants  that  fecret,  inimi- 
table, fullnefs  of  harmonv,  which  is  the  refult 
only  of  great  and  uninjured  nature. 

The  whole  is  a  rock:  yet  we  never  fee 
any  bold  projecting  rocks,  any  grottos,  any 
forefts,  or  any  fprings.  How  different  to 
this  were  the  grandeur  and  harmony  of  the 
noble  and  native  beauties,  which  we  fo  lately 
faw  in  the  iflands  of  the  bay  of  Naples :  at 
Sorento,  at  Cava,  at  Vietri,  and  between  Sa-* 
lerno  and  Avellino  ! 

Bari  is  built  upon  a  rock,  which  is  a  penin- 
fula.  Horace  calls  it  the  fifh-abounding 
Bari ;  but  the  fifh  of  this  place,  at  prefent, 
are  more  famous  for  their  goodnefs  than  for 
their  numbers.  Though  Horace  is  the  ftrft 
writer  who  mentions  this  town,  the  inhabi- 
tants maintain  that  it  is  more  ancient  than 
Rome.  This  is  a  kind  of  vanity  peculiar  to' 
the  Italians. 

Bari  is  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop,  and  may 
contain  about  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

It* 
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Its  trade  principally  confifts  in  olives  and  al- 
monds. 

We  met  with  quantities  of  both  thefe 
trees,  as  we  travelled  on  the  6th,  leaving  the 
eoaft  of  the  Adriatic  and  Bari  to  go  to  Ta- 
ranto.  The  beautiful  frelh  verdure  of  the 
almond  tree  is  heightened  by  the  pallid  hue 
of  the  olive. 

During  the  heat  of  the  day,  we  halted  at  a 
little  town,  that  is  called  Mondrone.;  the  in- 
habitants of  which  were  bufily  employed  in 
celebrating  the  holiday  of  their  patron  Saint, 
Santo  Tripbcue.  About  four  hundred  little 
pieces  of  artillery,  made  of  gun  barrels,  were 
arranged  before  the  church  ;  and,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  place,  w^ere  fired  in  honour 
of  the  Saint,  as  his  image  was  borne  in  folemn 
procefiion,  accompanied  by  priefls,  banners, 
drums,  and  fifes.  The  people  entreated  us 
very  much  to  look  at  their  beautiful  Saint. 
It  was  the  figure  of  a  warrior,  completely 
armed,  about  half  the  fize  of  a  man :  a  kind 
of  puppet,  cut  in  wood.  The  honours  now 
paid  to  him  were  probably  the  honours  that 
were  formerly  paid,  in  the  fame  place,  to  fome 
Jiero. 

The 
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*  The  Italians  are  always  inclined  to  confider 
their  Saints'  days  as  holidays.  They  fre- 
quently mingle  with*. this  trifling  amufement 
an  inward  but  fleeting  fenfe  of  devotion  :  a 
flafh  which,  among  mod  of  them,  fcarcely 
pafles  perhaps  from  the  image  to  the  Saint: 
much  lefs  to  him  who  alone  is  worthy  of 
adoration. 

In  the  evening,  we  rode  through  a.  wood  ; 
in  which,  along  with  the  oak,  there  were 
many  cork  trees<  This  kind  of  tree  appears 
to  be  a  medium  between  our  oak  and  the 
evergreen  prickly  oak ;  the  fruit  of  which, 
though  lefs,  is  perfectly  like  our  acorn.  The 
fruit  of  the  cork  tree  is  ftill  lefs  than  this,  and 
not  fo  long ;  and,  like  the  other  kinds  of 
acorn,  it  is  eaten  by  fwine.  Corks  for  bottles 
are  made  fro  n  the  bark  of  this  tree;  and  like- 
wife  cork  foles  :  for  which  reafon  it  is  called 
by  fome  the  flipper  tree.  This  bark  is  alfo 
ufed  for  the  nets  of  filhermen  :  becaufe,  by 
fwimming  on  the  furface,  it  mews  where  the 
nets  have  been  caft.  Of  this  likewife  the 
cork  jacket  is  made ;  which  is  ufed  for  fwim- 
ming, and  the  ufe  of  which  is  ancient.  In 
the  advice  given  to  Horace  by  his  father,  the 
Q  3  latter 
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latter  adds,  u  When  thou  art  old,  thou  wilt 
fwim  without  the  help  of  bark  ;* 

•         Nahis  fine  cortice  *: 

figuratively  to  tell  him  he  would  not  then 
want  aid.  This  valuable  tree  feems  deftined 
by  the  Creator,  for  our  ufe,  to  be  robbed 
of  its  bark :  for  every  other  tree,  when 
ftripped  of  its  bark,  dies.  The  bark  is  four 
fingers  thick ;  and,  after  it  has  been  peeled 
away,  grows  again  in  two  years. 

We  palled  the  night  in  the  little  town  of 
Gioja;  and,  on  the  7th,  we  again  came  to  a 
large  foreft:  but  the  ftony  foil  will  not  permit 
the  trees  to  attain  a  beautiful  growth.  Here 
and  there,  we  faw  good  corn  fields:  but  we 
met  wTith  others* 

"  JVcy  in  Jhimgem  ader,  die  faat  der  kiefel  erfticket\, 

as  Klopftock,  in  an  inimitably  expreffive  and 
rugged  verfe,  has  told  us. 

We  expected  to  have  niet  with  a  ridge  of 
the  Apennines,  which  fhould  have  formed 
the  heart  of  the  peninfula:  but  the  rocky 

*  Hor.  i.  Sat.  iv.  120. 

f  In  ftony  lands,  where  flints  the  feed  had  killed. 

hills* 
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hills,  that  lie  between  Gioja  and  Mafafra,  do 
not  deferve  this  name.  The  whole  country 
between  Bari  and  Taranto>  like  the  coaft  be- 
tween Barletta  and  Bari,  is  flat  and  rocky. 

At  noon,  we  yielded  to  the  friendly  im- 
portunities of  our  holt,  at  Mafafra;  who 
took  us  to  the  church,  to  fhew  us  the  carved 
image  of  the  Madonna  della  Scala  :  Our  Lady 
of  the  Ladder.    With  what  enthufiafm  did 

he  fpeak  — —  not  of  the  Virgin  of  the 

image  !  You  no  doubt  remember  the  conteft 
that  afofe  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  between 
the  Thundering  Jupiter  and  the  Jupiter  of  the 
Capitol.  The  common  people  in  Italy  are 
all  zealous  for  the  image  of  their  town.  It 
is  not  fo  much  the  Holy  Virgin  as  the  Holy 
Virgin  of  the  Ladder ;  nor  fo  much  the  Holy 
Virgin  of  the  Ladder  as  the  particular  image 
belonging  to  their  own  town,  and  their  own 
parifh  church,  that  is  the  objefl:  of  their  devo- 
tion. This  devotional  zeal  is  the  aflbciate  of 
national  vanity.  The  folemn  honours  of  the 
Saint  are  combined  with  popular  games,  and 
fports  ;  and  with  public  feftivals,  which  fre-. 
quently  degenerate  into  pernicious  excefs. 

The  fhrubs  and  vegetation  of  thefe  ftony  re- 
0^4  gions 
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gions  arc  very  powerfully  odoriferous ;  and 
efpecially  the  bufhy  clflusy  which  fills  the  ah 
with  a  balfamic  fcent.  Its  bloom  is  gene- 
rally white,  though  fometimes  red ;  and  the 
flower,  which  the  German  gardeners  call 
cijlus-rojlein* \  can  fcarcery  be  diftinguifhed 
from  the  field  rofe  :  though  the  leaves  and 
buds  are  very  different  from  the  leaves  and 
buds  of  that  plant.  The  ciftus  with  us  is  a 
green-houfe  plant. 

A  bum,  the  leaves  of  which  refemble  tre- 
foil, and  which  bears  great  quantities  of  a 
fruit  that  refembles  beans,  like  wife  grows 
wild  here.  The  people  call  it  lupina  felvag* 
gia  :  or  the  wTild  lupinas. 

As  the  Greeks  had  named  all  Apulia  after 
JapyX)  who  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  a  fon 
of  Daedalus,  by  others  a  brother  of  Daunius 
and  Peucetius,  the  fons  of  Lycaon,  fo  they 
called  the  peninfula  (which  fometimes  is  now 
called  T erra  di  Lecce,  from  the  chief  town 
Leccc,  but  oftener  Terra  d'Gtratito  after 
Otranto)  Mefiapia  ;  from  MefTapus,  who  wras 
faid  to  be  a  fon  of  Neptune. 

 Mejfapus  equum  domitor,  Neptimia  prdes. 

Virg.  JEn.  vii.  691. 

*  Little  ciftus  rofe. 
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Meflapus  nest,  great  Neptune  was  his  fire. 

Dryden,  v. 

The  ancients  called  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
peninfula  Calabria ;  and  the  weft  the  land  cf 
the  Salentines :  though  the  latter  was  fre- 
quently included  under  the  name  Calabria. 
Thus  the  infeription  of  the  monument  of  Vir- 
gil, which  fome  hold  to  have  been  written  by 
the  poet  hirnfelf,  tells  us, 

Mantua  me  genuit,  Calabri  rapuere>  tenet  nunc 
Par  then  ope  ;  cecini  pafcua%  rura9  duces. 

Ifung  flocks,  tillage,  heroes  :  Mantua  gave 
Me  life,  Brundufium  death,  Naples  a  grave. 

Life  of  Virgil  prefixed  to  Dryden's  cTranflation* 

Tarentum,  where  Virgil  refided  for  fome 
time,  was  underftood  by  the  general  name 
Calabria. 

The  provinces,  which  are  now  called  Qala~ 
hria  citra  and  Calabria  olfra,  had  very  diffe- 
rent names  given  them  by  the  ancients  ;  who, 
at  firil,  called  them  by  the  common  term  Lu- 
cania.  When  fugitive  fhepherds  rofe  againft 
their  rulers,  and  founded  an  individual  ftate, 
Calabria  oltrar  which  we  likewife,  becaufe  of 
its  fouthern  fituation,  call  Calabria,  received 
3  from 


1 
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from  them  the  name  of  Bruttlum :  and  this 
muft  not  be  confounded  with  Abruzzo,  which 
is  the  modern  name  of  a  part  of  the  ancient 
Samnium.  Calabria  citra  continued  to  be 
called  Lucania  by  the  ancients, 

Virgil  makes  Meffapus  combat  againft  the 
Trojans,  as  the  ally  of  Turnus.  The  people 
of  Meflapia  were  not  of  Greek  origin,  but 
were  called  by  the  Greeks  barbarians  :  a  w^ord 
which,  among  them,  did  not  fo  accurately 
fignify  a  barbarous  nation  as  a  nation  that 
was  not  Greek.  Tarentum  was  not  only 
the  principal  town  in  MefTapia  but  in  all 
Italy ;  and  was  taken  by  the  Greeks  about 
feven  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  : 
the  occafion  of  which  I  will  relate. 

During  a  tedious  war  between  the  Spartans 
and  the  Meffenii,  the  Lacedemonian  women 
complained  of  being  fo  long  deprived  of  all 
intercourfe  with  their  hufbands. 

Among  the  Spartans,  more  than  among 
any  other  of  the  Greeks,  and  more  even  than 
among  the  Romans,  the  man  was  fuboidinate 
to  the  citizen,  and  virtue  to  the  ftate.  The 
women  were  permitted,  or  rather  commanded, 
to  receive  the  youths,  who  remained  at  home, 
as  their  hulbands.  When  the  army  at  length 
2  returned, 
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returned,  the  fruits  of  thefe  connexions,  who 
were  improperly  enough  called  maiden  fons, 
TTctoSevioi,  were  confidered  as  natural  children. 
This  enraged  them  ;  and,  under  the  conduct 
of  Phalanthus,  many  of  them  left  their  coun- 
try, and  with  their  leader  landed  on  the  coaft 
of  Italy. 

The  oracle  had  told  Phalanthus  that  he 
mould  fettle  in  that  land,  and  city,  where  it 
mould  rain  from  a  clear  (ky.  Phalanthus 
defeated  the  barbarians  ;  but  conquered  neither 
their  town  nor  their  country,  and  was  grieved 
that  he  could  not  difcover  the  meaning  of 
the  oracle.  His  wife  accompanied  him, 
endeavoured  to  afford  him  confolation,  and, 
as  his  head  happened  to  be  lying  on  her  lap 
that  lhe  might  free  it  from  vermin,  her  tears 
Wetted  the  hair.  It  then  immediately  oc- 
curred to  him  that  the  oracle  was  fulfilled : 
for  his  wife's  name  was  Aithra,  which  fignifies 
clear  jky*.  Strengthened  by  this  animating 
hope,  he  took  Tarentum  the  following  night ; 
which,  at  that  time,  was  the  greateft  and 
weakhieft  city  of  the  Barbarians  on  the  fea 

*  Strabo  :  and  Paufaaias,  lib.  x. 

coaft. 
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coaft  *.  The  city  and  the  river,  among  the 
Greeks,  preferved  their  ancient  name  of 
T  ras ;  from  the  hero  Taras,  to  whom  the 
founding  of  Tarentum  was  afcribed,  and  to 
whom  they  did  the  honour  of  fuppofing  him 
to  be  a  fon  of  Neptune.  From  Taras  the 
Romans  formed  Tarentus^  and  more  frequently 
Tarentum ;  and  from  thefe  came  its  prefent 
name,  Toronto.  The  firft  fyllable  is  pro- 
nounced long  :  as  likewife  is  the  O,  in  the 
name  of  the  town  of  Otranto.    The  fchool 

*  There  are  .people  who  would  entirely  banifh  fable 
from  ancient  hiftory  ;  and  by  fuch  people  I  {hall  frequently 
be  criticifed.  To  feparate  the  fabulous  from  the  hiftorical, 
as  frequently  as  poffible,  is  good  :  but  not  without  ex- 
ception. Truth  often  is  concealed  behind  the  veil  of  fa- 
ble. Befide,  fable  appears  to  me  ftill  more  important 
as  it  affords  a  hiftory  of  human  genius  than  as  the  veil  of 
hiftorical  fact :  and  this  is  a  fpecies  of  hiftory  more  en- 
gaging to  the  true  philofcpher  than  the  molt  pompous 
details  of  war,  or  fucceflions  of  dynafties.  I  have  a  paf- 
fing  recollection  that  Fenelon  is  guilty  of  an  anachronifm 
of  five  hundred  years,  when  he  makes  his  hero,  Telema- 
chus,  the  contemporary  of  Phalanthus.  Poets  have  the 
right  of  changing  ages  to  anfwer  their  purpofes.  We 
ought  not  to  choofe  a  poet  as  our  guide  through  the 
labyrinth  of  chronology.  1  know  a  lady  of  wit  and  un- 
derstanding who  ftudies  the  Englifh  hiftory  by  reading 
Shake  fpeare. 
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of  Pythagoras  flouriftied  for  a  time  in  Taren- 
£um ;  and  produced  Archytas,  one  of  the 
greateft  men  of  antiquity,  who  governed  the 
town  with  wifdom  and  refpedt,  and  who  was 
the  contemporary  and  friend  of  Plato. 

It  likewife  formed  Lyfis,  a  citizen  of  Ta- 
rentum ;  and  he  the  great  Epaminondas,  the 
pride  of  Thebes  and  Greece,  in  an  age  when 
great  men  were  no  longer  common. 

The  people  of  Tarentum  were  celebrated 
for  bodily  exercifes  ;  and  a  certain  method 
of  training  war  horfes  was  called,  after  them, 
TctooLVToivigsiv.  A  part  of  the  bay  of  Taren- 
tum, wThich  was  called  the  Saturian  fields, 
was  famed  for  its  ftuds  f ;  and  even  ftiil 
affords  good  horfes  f. 

Mifufing 

*  Hor.  i.  Sat.  vi.  59. 

f  The  prefent  archbifhop  of  Taranto  found  a  fragment 
of  ancient  marble,  in  the  principal  church,  on  which  is  the 
following  part  of  an  infcription  : 


From  the  part  that  remains  of  this  infcription,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  he  who  dedicated  this  ftone  to  the  Gods  had 

been 
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Mifufing  the  fertility  of  the  earth  and  the 
inildnefs  of  the  air,  the  people  of  Tarentum 
gradually  gave  themfelves  up  to  indolence, 
and  voluptuoufnefs.  At  the  time  that  they 
affronted  Rome,  their  power  was  great. 
They  plundered  a  Roman  fquadron  of  mips, 
killed  the  commander,  and  infulted  the  ambaf- 
fadors  that  came  to  complain  of  the  violence 
done  to  the  rights  of  nations.  However  it 
appears  that,  in  the  interim,  the  Romans 
were  fecretly  pra&ifing  againft  the  contracted 
alliance,  and  were  the  real  promoters  of  the 
breach  of  peace  :  but  this  artful  conquering 
people  knew  how  to  take  advantage  of  the 
rafhnefs  which  they  excited  others  to  com- 
mit ;  and,  under  the  pretext  of  juftice,  to 
be  guilty  of  depredations.  War  was  pro- 
claimed, by  Rome,  and  Tarentum  applied  to 
Pyrrhus  for  help.  After  Pyrrhus  had  departed 
from  Italy,  the  Tareniini  called  for  aid  on 
the  Carthaginians  :  however  they  foon  made 
peace  with  the  Romans  *. 

In  the  fecond  Punic  war,  they  were  the  al- 

been  vi&or  in  games  •,  of  which  fome  were  in  imita- 
tion of  the  Pythian,  and  others  of  the  Olympic,  games. 

*  Liv.  Epit.  xii.  xiv.  xv. 

lies 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  239 

lies  of  the  Carthaginians  ;  and  their  city  was 
taken  by  Fabius  through  treachery.  Two 
of  their  leaders,  Nicon  and  Democrates,  fell  in 
combat ;  and  it  was  thought  that  the  third, 
Philomenes,  who  had  left  the  city  full  gallop 
and  was  not  again  heard  of,  had  thrown  him- 
felf  into  a  well.  It  was  he  who  had  advifed 
the  alliance  with  Hannibal. 

Many  ftatues  and  pictures  were  found  by 
the  Romans  ;  and,  among  others,  colofial  fta- 
tues of  their  Gods,  in  combating  attitudes. 
Fabius,  who  probably  forefaw  the  influence  , 
which  an  exceffive  admiration  of  thefe  works 
of  art  would  have  on  the  manners  of  the  Ro- 
mans, did  not  take  away  the  ftatues,  and  the 
pictures.  When  he  was  queftioned  what 
booty  he  had  taken  and  how  he  hada£ted,the 
fage  leader  replied,  he  had  left  the  Tarenthit 
their  angry  Gods  *• 

Thus  Tarentum  loft  its  freedom,  of  which 
it  had  become  unworthy  and  perhaps  incapa- 
ble, through  effeminacy  and  arrogance. 

In  the  time  of  its  profperity,  according  to 
the  teftimony  of  Strabo,  it  had  as  great  a  fleet 
as  any  people  of  Greece  ;  and  contained  thirty 
thoufand  foot,  ten  thoufand  horfe,  and  three 

*  JLiv.  xxvii.  15  and  16. 

thoufand 
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thofand  knights.  The  geographer  adds  thai 
the  people  were  fo  funk  in  voluptuoufnefs 
that  they  had  more  feftivals  than  there  were 
days  in  the  year.  Thus,  in  Strabo's  time, 
who  was  a  contemporary  of  Auguftus,  though 
fubje&ed,  they  had  become  more  happy  than 
their  voluptuous  forefathers  had  been  toward 
the  concluiion  of  their  independence.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  they  enjoyed  even 
more  freedom,  under  the  Csefars,  than  they 
did  toward  the  clofe  of  what  they  called  their 
age  of  liberty.  A  ftate  is  free,  or  fkvifh,  ac- 
cording as  the  laws  *  govern,  or  are  ne- 
gle&ed.  And  how  could  the  voluptuous  and 
degraded  Tarcntini  efcape  the  affliction  of 
•difobedience  to  the  laws  ? 

Taranto  at  prefent  may  contain  eighteen 
thoufand  inhabitants,  and  is  built  upon  the 
ground  where  the  fortrefs  of  the  ancient  Ta- 
crentum  flood  ;  between  what  is  called  Mare 
Piccolo,  or  little  fea,  and  the  bay  of  Taranto. 
This  is  a  rocky  ifland  ;  on  each  fide  of  which 
there  is  a  bridge,  that  gives  it  a  communi- 
cation with  the  two  feas :  or  rather  with 
•the  little  bay  and  the  great,  between  which  it 

*  Subftitute  the  word  morals  >  arid  the  reafoning  will 
be  excellent.  TV 

ftandso 
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fafflfc  This  is  the  only  place  in  the  Medi- 
terranean fea  where  regularly,  and  indubita^ 
bly,  every  fix  hours,  the  tide  is  obferved  to 
ebb  and  flow  *.  The  Mare  Piccolo  lies'  to  the 
eaft  and  the  north  of  the  town ;  and  the  bay 
of  Taranto  to  the  weft  and  the  fouth.  The 
ancient  town  extended  far  toward  the  fouth ; 
and  the  whole  Mare  Piccolo,  which  is  more 
than  two  German  miles  in  circumference,1 
ferved  it  as  a  haven. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Taranto,  a  Neapolitan 
of  the  noble  family  of  Capece-Latro,  had  the 
kindnefs  to  invite  us  on  the  8th,  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day  after  our  arrival,  to  his  palaces 

*  In  the  time  of  Ferdinand  the  Firft,  of  Arragon, 
Taranto  was  a  peninfula  •,  but,  after  Mahomet  the  Se- 
cond, in  the  year  1480,  had  taken  Otranto,  and  it  was 
prefumed  that  he  would  arrive  with  his  fleet  at  Taranto^ 
Ferdinand  commanded  that  the  capefhouldbe  cut  through* 
The  work  Was  continued  by  his  fan,  Alphonfiis  \  and 
Philip  the  Second,  fon  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  commanded 
the  canal  to  be  widened,  and  rendered  navigable.  In 
procefs  of  time,  it  became  dammed  up  j  and  the  air  Was 
thus  rendered  very  unhealthy  :  but  Don  Carlos,  the  father 
of  the  reigning  King,  that  Don  Carlos  to  whom  the 
Two  Sicilies  are  fo  much  indebted,  in  1755,  with  the 
labour  of  three  years  once  more  opened  it ;  and  fince  that 
time  the  air  of  Taranto  is  not  only  healthy  but  balfamic, 
Vide  Delicia  Tarentina. 

Vol,  III. ,  R  He 
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He  is  a  man  of  much  intelligence,  uncora* 
monly  pleafing  in  his  manners,  and  has  s$ 
countenance  that,  while  it  beams  with  bene-  , 
volence  and  dignity  of  foul,  appears  to  me 
extremely  to  refemble  the  portraits  of  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France.  I  have  met  with  few 
men  who  were  fo  familiar  with  nature  as  he 
is,  or  who  fo  well  knew  how  to  enjoy  her 
beauties.  He  is  one  of  thofe  rare  men  with 
whom  you  are  as  intimately  acquainted,  and 
as  openly  confidential,  the  fir  ft  day  you  meet 
as  with  the  tried  friend  of  years. 

He  {hewed  us  the  garden  of  a  monafteryT 
which  lies  tolerably  diftant  from  the  prefent 
town,  eaftward,  and  which  proves  the  gran- 
deur of  the  ancient  city ;  for  we  find  indu- 
bitable traces  in  it  of  an  amphitheatre.  This 
muft  have  been  the  work  of  the  Romans  \ 
for  the  Greeks  held  thefe  blood  thirfty  fpec- 
tacles  in  abhorrence.  Nor  could  it  have  been 
built  before  the  time  of  the  laft  Emperors  of 
the  firft  century  ;  becaufe,  under  Auguftus* 
Rome  itfelf  had  no  amphitheatre,  but  thefe 
fpectacles  were  exhibited  in  the  Circus.  It 
was  no  doubt  erected,  by  the  Romans,  either 
within  or  immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
city ;  for  we  find  that,  regardlefs  of  the  well 

founded 
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founded  difguft  of  the  Greeks,  they  built 
amphitheatres  in  moft  of  the  Greek  towns. 

From  this  the  Archbifhop  took  us  to  a  little 
country  houfe,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mare 
Piccolo ;  where,  for  his  recreation  on  the  wa- 
ter, he  has  built  a  fmall  haven,  in  which  there 
are  fome  boats.  He  jocularly  calls  this  haven 
his  Breji ;  arid  we  went  on  board  one  of  the 
boats,  where  we  witneffed  the  lingular  ceco- 
nomy  of  the  (hell  fifh,  which  is  called  co%%a 
pelofa  :  or,  ?nity!us  efcuk?itus,  Thefe  fifh,  for 
their  tafte,  are  preferred  to  all  others,  are  pe- 
culiar to  this  little  fea,  and  are  fent  from  here 
to  Naples.  Stakes  of  pine  are  driven  into 
the  fea  in  the  month  of  December,  when  very 
fmall  fhell  fifh  cling  in  great  quantities  round 
thefe  flakes.  In  the  month  of  May,  the  (takes 
are  almoft  entirely  covered  with  them ;  and 
one  {hell  hangs  to  another  like  bees,  when  a 
young  fwarm  is  pendent,  in  the  form  of  a 
bunch  of  grapes.  They  are  then  fuddenly 
torn  away,  and  thrown,  as  they  hang  in  clus- 
ters, into  the  fea  ;  where  they  attain  their  full 
growth,  to  pleafe  the  palate  of  the  ever  volup- 
tuous Tarantines.  If  they  are  fuffered  to  re- 
main on  the  ftake,  they  only  keep  the  growth 
which  they  had  attained  during  the  winter. 

R  2  It 
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It  was  the  prejudice  of  the  inhabitants  that 
thefe  flakes  could  only  be  profitably  erected 
to  a  certain  diftance  near  the  town  :  but  the 
Archbifnop,  by  his  example,  has  taught  them 
better  ;  and  the  trade,  which  is  very  valuable 
to  the  fifhermen  of  Taranto,  has  greatly 
increafed. 

The  oyfters  of  this  little  fea  are  likewife 
peculiarly  good.  People  take  a  curved  and 
forked  inflrument,  with  many  teeth,  by 
which  they  obtain  whatever  oyfters  they 
pleafe  from  the  tranfparent  water  ;  and,  like 
as  it  is  pleafant  to  eat  fruit  under  the  tree,  fo 
they  here  eat  living  oyfters  in  their  boats. 

The  Mare  Piccolo  is  remarkably  rich  in 
fifh  ;  particularly  in  varieties  of  oyfters,  and 
fhell  fifh  ;  and  perhaps  as  abundantly  fo  as 
any  part  of  the  luxuriant  Mediterranean. 
Regulations,  which  probably  are  as  ancient 
as  the  times  of  the  Greeks,  determine  what 
kind  of  fifh  are  to  be  taken  every  month. 

Horace  makes  the  proficient  in  the  art  of 
cookery,  Catius,  celebrate  the  fhell  fifh  of 
Tarentum  : 

TeElinibus  fjatulis  j a 51  at  fe  molle  Tarentum, 

Hor.  Serm.  ii.  fat.  iv.  34. 

And 
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And  foft  Tarentum  broadeft  fcollops  boafts. 

Francis. 

The  Mare  Piccolo  is  only  acceflible  to  the 
natives  cf  Taranto,  and  the  people  on  its  bor- 
ders. Other  fifhermen,  even  thofe  of  Bari, 
though  they  are  fuffered  to  fifli  round  the 
peninfula  and  in  the  bay  of  Taranto,  are  here 
prohibited.  The  Tarantines  complain  that 
thefe  ftrangers  injure  their  fifhery,  by  making 
the  meflies  of  their  nets  too  fmall,  and  catch- 
ing millions  of  young  fry,  inftead  of  fuffer- 
ing  the  fifh  to  attain  their  fall  fize. 

The  water  of  the  Mare  Piccolo  is  by  no 
means  fo  fait  as  that  of  the  bay,  or  of  the 
main  fea  ;  for  it  is  fweetened  by  many  frefli 
fprings  ;  as  its  waves  curl,  their  round  polifhed 
furface  denotes  thefe  fprings  ;  which  are  called 
by  the  Tarantines  occhl  del  mare :  or,  eyes  of 
the  fea.  From  thefe  frefli  water  can  be  ob- 
tained between  the  fait  waves  ;  and  the  afpe£t 
of  the  white  round  fwellings  of  thefe  frefli 
fprings,  furrounded  by  the  more  lofty  and 
blue  billows,  is  charming  :  efptxially  when, 
as  the  fun  goes  down,  the  purple  and  foam- 
ing waves  reflect  the  rofe  coloured  atmofphere 
as  in  a  mirror. 

The  foft  rifing  of  the  fhores  is  charadleriftic 
R3  of 
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of  the  whole  country.  The  olive  and  the  fig 
tree  grow  befide  each  other ;  and  both  kinds 
here  attain  a  very  fuperior  growth.  The 
country  is  indefcribably  pleafant.  The  Mare 
Piccolo  is  notfubje£t  to  ftorms  ;  and  tepid  airs, 
beneficently  tepid,  not  like  thofe  of  Pefto?  waft 
odours  from  fhore  to  fhore :  where  the  con- 
tinually frefh  verdure  is  rendered  increafingly 
charming,  by  the  azure  of  the  fea,  and  the 
clearnefs  of  the  atmofphere  ;  which  is  almoft 
invariable. 

The  little  river  Galcefus,  which  the  Spartan 
colony  that  fettled  here  likewife  called  the 
Eurotas,  after  a  river  in  Lacedsemonia,  empties 
itfelf,  oppofite  the  town,  into  the  Mare  Piccolo. 

The  banks  of  this  river  were  formerly  fa- 
mous for  their  woolly  flocks:  but  the  prefent 
breed  of  thefe  paftures  is  not  particularly 
excellent ;  for  the  white  fheep  die  if  they  feed 
on  a  plant  that  is  called  fumola.  It  is  very 
remarkable  that  the  fheep  that  have  black 
foots  on  the  head,  as  well  as  thofe  that  are 
entirely  black,  or  brown,  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  this  plant.  Several  people  affured  me 
of  the  truth  of  this  fact ;  and  I  faw  many 
fheep  that  had  thefe  black  fpots  on  the  head, 
but  not  one  that  was  entirely  white. 
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In  the  afternoon,  we  went  with  the  Arch- 
bifhop  to  a  long  fmall  cape,  in  the  Mare  Pic- 
colo ;  which  abounded  in  various  kinds  of 
fhell  fifh,  and  white  corals. 

During  our  little  fea  trip  of  this  day,  the 
weather,  with  Tarantine  levity,  had  frequently 
varied,  and  the  winds  had  blown  in  all  direc- 
tions ;  yet  they  had  given  us  no  difturbance, 
as  they  would  have  done  in  other  places, 
where  fuch  changes  are  accompanied  by 
ftorms.  The  fouth  wind  here,  nay  the  fo 
much  by  all  Italy  dreaded  Scirocco,  or  louth 
eaft,  is  pleafant :  but  the  north  wind  in  this 
country  brings  heat. 

The  great  bay  of  Taranto  does  not  poffefs 
fo  friendly  a  character  as  the  Mare  Piccolo; 
though  its  beauties  are  more  dignified.  Dur- 
ing ftorms,  its  waves  fwell  into  foaming  bil- 
lows. Near  Taranto,  the  fhores  are  not  high : 
but,  on  the  right,  you  fee  the  ftill  fnow- 
covered  mountains  of  the  province  of  Bafili- 
cata,  which  is  a  part  of  the  ancient  Samnium9 
the  country  of  the  courageous  Samnites ;  and, 
on  the  left,  the  mountains  of  Calabr  ia  citra 
rife,  formerly  Lucania^  befide  which  the 
voluptuous  Sybaris  was  built. 

In  the  middle  of  the  bay,  there  are  two  low 
R  4  iflands  5 
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ifiands;  the  greateft.  of  which  is  cultivated, 
and  was  called  Eleclris,  by  the  ancients.  I 
believe  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  coaft  give 
it  no  other  name  than  that  of  the  iiland  :  or 
the  great  ifland. 

On  the  top  of  a  cape,  that  runs  into  the  fea 
on  the  left,  is  a  watch  tower  that,  after  Saint 
Vitus,  is  called  San  Viio  :  many  of  which  tow- 
ers were  erected,  on  the  coafts  of  the  two  Sici- 
lies, by  the  Emperor,  Charles  the  Fifth.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  landholders,  on  whofe  eftates 
thefe  towers  are  built,  to  keep  a  man  and  a 
horfe  continually  in  readinefs  ;  that  an  imme- 
diate alarm  may  be  given,  on  the  approach  or 
the  landing  of  any  corfairs  :  but  this  is  a  duty 
that  is  feldom  fulfilled.  In  the  watch  towers 
that  I  have  vifited,  I  found  no  horfe. 

Large  ftones  lie  on  the  flrand  of  this  fea,  in 
all  of  which  (hells  arc  found  ;  and  there  is  a 
grotto  of  this  kind  formed  in  a  rock,  which 
is  remarkably  beautiful  :  the  {hells  being  en- 
tirely the  work  of  nature,  and  of  time. 
Good  fait  is  depofited  by  the  water  that  had 
been  inclofed  in  many  of  thefe  ftones. 

The  river  Tara,  the  Taras  of  the  ancients, 
empties   itfelf  into  the  great  bay;  on  the 
ihores  of  which  the  fame  kind  of  trees  grow- 
th at 
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that  embellifh  the  Marc  Piccolo.  They  both 
contain  many  odoriferous  gardens :  though 
there  are  fome  trees  that  flourim  better  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mare  Piccolo  than  on  thofe  of 
the  great  bay:  becaufe  the  fait  particles  of  the 
latter  fill  the  air,  and  injure  their  growth. 

In  the  garden  of  one  of  the  canons,  the  Ah- 
bate  T ommaij  on  the  fhore  of  the  Mare  Pic- 
coby  I  faw  orange  and  citron  trees  equal  even 
to  thofe  that  I  had  met  with  at  Sorento;  and 
along  with  them  the  fig,  the  pomegranate,  and 
the  apricot  tree,  of  an  extraordinary  fize. 

By  the  fide  of  this  little  fea,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Galaefus,  lived  the  induftrious 
hufbandman,  whofe  garden  is  fo  charmingly 
defcribed  by  Virgil.  I  can  the  lefs  refift  the 
temptation  of  tranferibing  this  delightful  paf- 
fage,  becaufe  the  defcriptian  is  as  applicable 
to  the  prefent  gardens,  of  this  country,  as  to 
the  paft  :  except  that  I  mu ft  remark  that  Vir- 
gil has  either  given  a  poetical  power  to  Win- 
ter, which  it  did  not  poflefs,  or,  in  his  days, 
the  climate  of  thefe  fortunate  lands  was  much 
iefs  mild  than  it  is  at  prefent. 

Namque  fub  Qehalitz*  me  mini  me  twribus  alt  is  > 
£)na  niger  hum  eclat  JJaventia  cult  a  Galafus, 

Corycium 


*  Virgil  calls  Tarentum,  which  was  a  Spartan  colony, 

Oebalias 
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Corycium  *  vidijfe  fenem  :  cuipauca  relicli 
Jugera  ruris  erant  ;  nec  fertilis  ilia  juvencis, 
Nec  pecori  opportune,  fges,  nec  commoda  B  ace  fa* 
Hie  varum  tamen  in  dumis  olus}  albaque  clrcum 
LUia,  verb  e  n  afque  pre  mens  y  vefcumque  papaver, 
Regum  aqua  bat  opes  ammis  ;  fraque  revertens 
Nocle  domum,  dapibus  men/as  onerabat  inemptis. 
Primus  vere  rofam  atque  autlumno  carpere  poma  3 
Et  quurn  trijl'is  hiems  etiamnum  frigore  faxa 
Rumperet,  et  glacie  curfus  frenaret  aquarian , 
Ille  comam  mollis  jam  tondebat  hyacinth'^ 
/Eflatem  increpitans  feram  Zepkyrofque  morantcs* 
Ergo  apibus  foetis  idem  atque  examine  multo 
Primus  abundare,  et  fpumaniia  cogere  prejffls 
Jldella  favis;  illi  tilics  atque  uberrima  pinus; 
Quoique  in  jlore  novo  pomis  fe  fertilis  arbos 
Indueraty  totidem  autlumno  matura  tenebat, 
Ille  etiam  [eras  in  verjum  dijlulit  ulmos, 
Eduramque  pirumy  et  fpinos  jam  pruna  ferentes, 
"Jamque  minijlrantem  platanum  potantibus  umbras. 

Virg.  Georg.  iv.  125, 


For  where,  with  (lately  tow'rs,  Tarentum  {lands, 

And  deep  Gale/us  foaks  the  yellow  lands, 

I  chane'd  an  old  Corycian  fwain  to  know 

Lord  of  few  acres,  and  thofe  barren  too  : 

Unfit  for  fheep,  or  vines,  and  more  unfit  to  fow 

Yet  lab'ring  well  his  little  fpot  of  ground, 

Some  fcattering  potherbs  here  and  there  he  found  : 

• —  ■  '■      —  — — — ■  — — •  ■  i 

Oebalia,  after  an  ancient  King  of  Sparta,  Oebalus,  the 
father  of  Tyndarus. 

*  Corycus,  a  promontory  of  Cilicia.  Pompey  granted 

lands  in  Italy,  on  this  coaft,  to  the  conc^ered  pirates  of 

Afia  Mir) or.  See  the  remarks  of  Vofg. 

6  Which* 
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Which,  cultivated  with  his  daily  care, 
And  bruis'd  with  vervain,  were  his  daily  fare. 
Sometimes  white  lilies  did  their  leaves  afford, 
With  wholefome  poppy  flow'rsto  mend  his  homely  board; 
For,  late  returning  home,  he  fupped  at  eafe, 
And  wifely  deem'd  the  wealth  of  monarchslefs  : 
The  little  of  his  own,  becaufe  his  own,  did  pleafe. 
To  quit  his  care,  he  gather'd  firft  of  all 
In  fpring  the  rofes,  apples  in  the  fall : 
And  when  cold  winter  fplit  the  rocks  in  twain. 
And  ice  the  running  rivers  did  reftrain, 
He  ftripp'd  the  bears-foot  of  its  leafy  growth  ; 
And,  calling  weftern  winds,  accus'd  the  fpring  of  floth. 
He  therefore  firft  among  the  fwains  was  found, 
To  reap  the  product  of  his  labour'd  ground, 
And  fqueeze  the  combs  with  golden  liquor  crown'd. 
His  limes  were  firft  in  flow'rs ;  his  lofty  pines, 
With  friendly  (hade,  fecur'd  his  tender  vines. 
For  ev'ry  bloom  his  trees  in  fpring  afford, 
An  autumn  apple  was  by  tale  reftor'd. 
He  knew  to  rank  his  elms  in  even  rows ; 
For  fruit  the  grafted  pear-tree  to  difpofe ; 
And  tame  to  plums,  the  fournefs  of  the  floes. 
With  fpreading  planes  he  made  a  cool  retreat, 
To  fhade  good  fellows  from  the  fummer's  heat. 

Dryden,  v.  x8f5. 

Though  Virgil  makes  the  old  Cilician 

P  Call  on  the  weftern  winds,  accufe  the  fpring  of  floth,n 

yet  this  might  only  be  to  reprefent  the  poor 
prejudiced  wanderer  as  preferring  his  own 

country 
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country  to  this  new  place  of  abode.  I  dnnbt 
whether  the  eaft  part  of  Cilicfa,  lying  under 
Mount  Taurus,  enjoyed  fo  mild  a  climate  as 
the  weft  of  Tarentum  :  thou  eh  the  latter  is 

o 

three  degrees  more  to  the  north. 

The  fouth  of  Paleftine  had  more  fevere 
winters  than  the  kingdoms  of  Sicily  and  Na- 
ples: as  we  may  clearly  learn  from  the  Scrip- 
tures, from  paflages  in  the  book  of  the  fon  of 
Sirach,  and  from  the  147th  Pfalm. 

"  He  (th.e  Lord)  giveth  mow  like  wool :  he 
n  fcattereth  the  hoar  froft  like  aflies," 

"  He  cafteth  forth  his  ice  like  morfels. 
V  Who  can  ft  and  before  his  cold  P  ?" 

The  fon  of  Sirach  fpeaks  thus  : 

"  As  birds  flying,  he  fcattereth  the  fnow ; 
w  and  the  falling  down  thereof  is  as  the  light- 
"  ing  of  grafshoppers. 

"  The  eye  marvelleth  at  the  beauty  of  the 
"  whitenefs  thereof ;  and  the  heart  is  afto.- 
"  nnhed  at  the  raining  of  it. 

"  The  hoar  froft  alfo,  as  fait,  he  poureth 
"  on  the  earth  ;  and,  being  congealed,  it  lieth 
^  on  the  top  of  (harp  ftakes. 

a  When  the  cold  north  wind  bloweth,  and 

*  Pfalm  cxlvii.  v.  16  and  17. 

"  the 
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ic  the  water  is  congealed  into  ice,  it  abideth 
"  upon  every  gathering  together  of  water, 
"  and  clotheth  the  water  as  with  a  breaft- 
«  plate  *  " 

In  the  country  round  Taranto,  they  have 
no  froft  ;  nor  do  they  fee  any  fhow,  except 
that  which  lies  even  during  fummer  on  the 
mountains  of  the  province  of  Bafilicata,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  bay.  From  thefe  they 
procure  ice  in  the  midft  of  fummer ;  which 
they  eat  with  many  of  their  fruits,  and  mix 
with  their  beverage.  Horace  celebrates  the 
mild  winter  and  the  long  fpring  of  Tarentum. 

The  planting  of  large  trees,  by  the  Cilician 
countryman  of  Virgil,  is  a  proof  that  the  peo- 
ple at  that  time  knfew  how  to  profit  by  the 
goodnefs  of  the  foil,  near  the  Mare  Piccolo. 
The  fruit  trees  very  quickly  attain  an  extra- 
ordinary growth  ;  and  nobler  kinds  of  them, 
no  doubt  are  reared  now  than  were  known 
to  thofe  ages.  At  leaft,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  ancients  knew  how  to  cultivate  all 
the  agrutni  of  Italy,  which  now  fo  greatly 
contribute  to  embellifli  and  render  this  land 
a  paradife. 

*  Ecclefiafticus,  chap,  xliii.  v.  17  to  20.  The  verfes, 
as  divided  in  the  German  and  Englilh  tranflation  of  the 
Apocrypha,  do  not  correfpond.  T. 

There 
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There  are  not  only  many  (hells,  found  oil 
the  (hore  of  the  Mare  Piccolo,  but  numberlefs 
fragments  of  Greek  earthen  vafes,  both  there 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town.  It  is  con- 
jectured that  there  was  a  manufactory  for 
thefe  vafes?  oppofite  to  where  traces  are  feen 
of  an  ancient  walk 

There  is  a  road  to  thefe  fhores  which,  pro- 
bably from  ancient  tradition,  is  called  Gold- 
imith's  way.  Bits  of  gold  are  ftill  occasion- 
ally found  among  the  pebbles,  the  potmerds* 
and  the  (hells.  The  Archbifhop  knew  an  old 
man,  who  feldom  miffed  a  day  without  col-*" 
lefting  fome  gold,  which  the  fea  had  caft  up  ; 
and  by  this  means  he  made  a  handfome  live- 
lihood. 

Yefterday,  being  the  ioth,  the  Tarantines 
kept  the  feftival  of  their  patron,  Saint  Catal- 
dus ;  who  was  an  Irifhman,  and,  according 
to  the  legend,  arrived  here  in  the  fecond  cen- 
tury ;  though  I  doubt  whether,  at  that  timey 
Chriftianity  had  travelled  as  far  as  Ireland, 
The  love  of  antiquity  may  eafily  have  thrown 
back  the  sera  when  this  bi(hop  lived  a  few 
centuries.     During  the  eighth  ninth  and 
tenth  centuries,  when  the  Italians  were  funk 
into  barbarifm,  fome  Hibernians  came  there 

who 
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who  taught  the  fciences,  nay  more  the  Latin 
language,  in  Italy ;  and  principally  in  Pavia, 
and  Bologna. 

The  Tarantines,  as  chriftians,  take  no  lefs 
delight  in  their  holidays  than  did  their  an- 
ceftors,  as  Pagans.  They  will  ride  miles* 
from  all  parts,  to  be  prefent  at  the  feftivals 
of  other  towns :  for  which  reafon  many 
perfons  had  arrived  from  the  neighbouring 
places,  on  the  prefent  occafion  :  the  number 
of  which  vifitors  was  eftimated  at  ten  thou- 
fand. 

The  magiftracy  of  the  town  intended  me 
the  honour  of  making  me  bear  a  ftar,  before 
the  folemn  procefTion  of  the  Saint :  from 
which  project  they  were  with  difficulty  di- 
verted, by  the ,  Archbifhop.  His  authority, 
and  not  my  herefy,  was  my  protection. 

The  lower  orders  are  extremely  credulous* 
The  principal  objedt  of  adoration  among  the 
men,  and  ftill  more  among  many  of  the  wo- 
men, appears  to  be  the  filver  image  of  the 
Saint.  With  no  lefs  zeal  than  that  recorded  , 
by  St.  Paul,  they  feemed  to  emulate  the 
Ephefians ;  while  they  exclaimed,  "  Great  is 
Cataldo,  the  patron  ofTaranto!" 

The 


fjC  TRAVELS  OT 

The  ftatue  had  been  taken  from  Its  ftrine/ 
and  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  the 
preceding  day  ;  on  the  9th,  in  the  afternoon/ 
You  can  font:  no  conception  of  the  clamour 
of  the  people  ;  or  of  the  loud  mixture  of  rio- 
tous mirth,  and  fleeting  devotion.  The  wo- 
men uttered  their  feelings  with  tears,  howl- 
ings,  and  hideous  grimaces.  Men  and  wo- 
men, all  were  defirous  of  touching  the  Saint : 
fome  with  their  lips,  others  with  the  hand, 
and  the  moft  devout  with  their  garments. 
One  woman  fuccefsfully  opened  herfelf  a  pafc 
fage  through  the  crowd,  placed  herfelf  fer- 
vently before  the  image,  gazed  at  it,  and 
prayed  to  it,  to  excite  its  attention,  as  people- 
are  accuftomed  to  do  to  thofe  whom  they 
would  awaken  from  a  reverie.  Hifl  I  Hlfl  f 
San  Cataldo  !  San  Cat  a! do  I  A  merchant  con-" 
verfed  with  me  as  zealoufly,  concerning  the 
uncovering  of  the  image,  as  if  he  had  fpokeii 
of  the  actual  appearance  of  the  Saint;  al- 
though he  knew  he  was  talking  to  a  heretic, 
for  he  had  queflioned  me,  the  Sunday  be- 
fore, whether  I  would  not  go  to  mafs  ?  and 
I  had  told  him  I  was  not  a  Catholic.  His 
terror  deprived  him  of  all  reply.  In  his  panic, 

nos 
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hot  knowing  how  to  conceal  it  and  forgetful 
of  what  he  was  doing,  he  fuddenly  attempted 
to  kifs  both  my  hands. 

The  divine  fervice  of  yefterday  was  long  ; 
for  in  Taranto,  and  in  Brindifi,  the  ancient 
Brundujium,  the  epiftles  and  gofpeis  are  al- 
ways read  firft  in  Greek,  and  then  in  Latin. 
The  folemn  proceffion,  with  the  image 
through  the  town,  was  numeroufly  attended. 

According  to  the  ancient  Greek  ciiftom,  the 
day  of  the  town  patron,  iroXi^xo^  was  devoted 
to  national  games.  A  high  pole,  which 
■was  foamed  two  thirds  of  its  height,  was 
erected  before  the  gate,  in  honour  of  San 
Cataldo.  A  wheel  was  faftened  above,  which 
was  hung  round  with  hams,  fowls,  Hafts, 
cheefes,  faufages,  and  viands.  To  climb  up 
this  pole  was  the  tafk  ;  and,  after  many  vain 
attempts  and  tumbles,  at  length  one  adven- 
turer took  poffeflion  of  the  wheel.  Loud 
fhouts  of  joy  then  refounded  from  the  place, 
the  city  walls,  and  the  round  towers :  all  of 
which  were  covered  with  the  thronging  mul- 
titude. This  was  a  peep  into  Grecian  anti- 
quity. 

The  people  are  handfome  ;  and,  among 
Vox,.  III.  S  the 


253  TRAVELS  OF 

the  women,  I  faw  many  truly  Greek  beau- 
ties. I  did  not  find  that  undeviating  fur- 
face,  which  defcends  from  the  forehead  to 
the  nofe  and  chin  in  a  right  line :  a  line 
which  certainly  can  only  exift  in  nature 
as  an  exception,  is  rather  uncommon  than 
beautiful,  was  firft  ufed  by  artifts  who  were 
guilty  of  excefs,  and  afterward  received 
among  the  dilettanti  as  the  fection  of  ideal 
beauty :  but  a  gentle  projecting,  which  effec- 
tually connected  in  many  the  right  lined  nofe 
with  the  fmall  forehead. 

The  women  wear  their  hair  platted  behind, 
and  wound  round  the  head ;  as  we  fee  it  in 
the  bufts  of  the  Grecian  women,  and  efpe- 
ciajly  of  the  Mufes.  The  people  of  rank  fub~ 
jed  themfelves  to  the  fafhion;  and  thus  lofc 
very  much  in  comparifon  with  thofe  who 
adopt  this  beautiful  coftume. 

Both  fexes  are  well  proportioned.  The 
women  here  are  fair  complexioned;  though, 
in  the  other  parts  of  Puglia,  they  are  flill  as- 
fwarthy  as  the  Apulians  were  in  the  times  of 
Horace  ;  whofe  ufurer,  Alphius,  overcome  for 
a  moment  by  rational  feelings,  fighs  after  the 
country  and  wifhes  for  a  wife  ;  • 
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Sabitta  quails ',  aut  perujia  folibus 
Pernicis  uxor  Appult. 

Hor.  EpocL  2. 

Of  fun  burnt  charms  but  honeft  fame, 
Such  as  the  Sabine  or  Apulian  dame. 

Francis. 

Many  of  the  Tarantine  women  have  fair 
liair,  arid  blue  eyes. 

This  handfome  people  were  yefterday  par- 
ticularly jocular ;  and,  after  the  Italian  man- 
ner, ornamented  with  various  colours. 

The  conqueror  of  the  hams  and  faufages 
played  many  tricks  upon  the  wheel,  took  one 
of  the  flafks  and  drank  to  the  honour  of  the 
Saint  and  of  the  city,  and  defcended  by  a 
rope,  which  was  fattened  laterally  to  a  wall, 
fometimes  fwinging  by  the  hands,  and  at 
others  holding  by  the  legs. 

When  this  diverfion  was  over,  they  had  an 
afs  race  ;  and  of  many  a  one  of  thefe  couriers 
it  might  well  have  been  faid,  as  Boileau  has 
remarked  of  Rofinarite,  that 

Galoppa,  dit  Vh'iftoirey  une  ficis  dans  fa  vie, 
Hiftory  fays  he  once  began  to  gallop. 

Others  ran  foot  races ;  and  fome  were  tied 
in  a  fack,  fo  that,  if  they  fell,  they  could  not 
rife  without  help* 

S  a  JVIildnefs 
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Mildnefs  is  the  chara&er  of  the  people. 
With  the  vivacity  of  fouthern  nations,  they 
are  eafily  excited,  and  eafily  appeafed.  Amid 
their  zeal,  they  are  tolerant ;  and  there  is  dig- 
nity in  the  toleration  of  zeal.  Nothing  but 
llupidity,  or  knavery,  and  more  frequently  the 
laft,  will  praife  the  toleration  of  indifference. 

There  are  many  Greek  words  in  the  Taran- 
tine  dialed.  The  Archbifhop  caufed  a  copy 
of  thefe  words,  as  collected  by  the  Abbate 
Tommai,  to  be  tranfcribed  for  me ;  moft  of 
which  I  here  enclofe. 

There  is  a  kind  of  manufacture  here, 
which  has  defcended  from  mother  to  daugh- 
ter, probably  from  the  times  of  the  Greeks. 
A  fpecies  of  fhell-fifh,  called  p'mna^  the  leaft 
of  which  are  fome  inches  and  the  largeft  may 
be  an  ell  long,  afford  a  tuft  of  fine  hair,  or 
threads,  of  polifhcd   green  colour  *.  The 

Archbifhop 

*  It  is  proved  that  the  ptnna\  and  its  polifhed  tuft,  were 
known  to  the  ancients.  They  gave  the -tuft  the  name  of 
tgiov  wwvsvov ^or^.Pinna  wool.  The  Taiantines  {till  call 
the  fifh  pinna;  but  the  tuft  lana  pefce  :  or  fiih  wool  f . 

Tertullian  lrkewife  tells  us,  in  his  work  De  Pallw : 

\  Claud.  Sclinafi'i  Tlimana  Exercitat.  p.  792.  Edit,  Tra- 
jetli  ad  Rhenum  MDCLXXXIX. 

Nee 
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Archbifhop  had  the  goodnefs  to  fend  for 
Ibrne  women,  to  work  while  we  were  prefent. 
The  art  is  fimple.  The  tufts  are  taken  from 
the  fifh,  are  warned  twice  with  foap,  three 
times  in  clear  water,  then  heckled  *,  and  af- 
terward fpun  from  the  diftaff':  after  which 
they  take  three  threads,  wind  them,  and  out  of 
them  knit  gloves,  ftockings,  and  entire  gar- 
ments. They  have  the  glofs  of  the  cloth 
called  drap  de  vigogne,  fit  eafily,  and  look 
handfomely.  They  likewife  take  two  fuch 
threads  for  knitting,  and  add  a  third  of  filk ; 
and  the  manufacture  is  then  more  durable, 
but  lefs  beautiful. 

Thefe  fluffs  lofe  their  glofs,  and  their  green 
colour,  when  they  are  placed  by  the  fide  of 
woollen  garments.    All  aromatics  likewife  are 

Nec  fult  fatis  tunic  am  pingere  et  fererey  ni  etiam  pifcari 
veftitum  contigijfet.  Nam  et  de  mart  vellera^  qua  mufcoft 
lanofitath  lautiores  concha  comant.  And  the  father  of  the 
church,  Saint  BaJJIy  fays  in  one  of  his  homilies,  TLoSev  to 
X^j/crsv  igiov  ai  ttivvm  T^ttpxTiVy  QTreg  x$ei$  tcov  av§c@x.<pcov 
iaipYKTaTo ;  —  "  Whence  had  the  pinna  its  gold  coloured 
wool  ?  that  colour  which  is  inimitable  !" 

*  I  know  not  why  our  dictionary  writers  fay  that 
hatchel  is  the  true  word,  and  heckle  a  corruption  :  adding 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  derived  from  the  German  In 
the  German,  the  verb  is  hecheln :  the  ch  pronounced 
Jiard.  T. 

S  3  Hill 
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ftill  more  injurious  to  them;  and  they  are  beft 
preferved  when  worn  with  linen.  After  the 
glofs  has  been  loft,  by  wear,  it  may  be  re- 
ftored,  by  lemon  juice,  and  water. 

A  woman,  who  fhewed  us  the  manufacture, 
fent  me  fmall  famples  of  the  raw  thread ;  alfo 
in  its  different  ftates:  wafhed,  heckled,  fpun, 
and  knit. 

I  gave  her  a  trifle,  (he  blufhed,  and,  with 
true  cordiality  and  fenfibility,  requefted  that, 
before  my  departure,  fhe  might  bring  me  a 
pair  of  gloves.  The  next  day  fhe  came  to  the 
Archbifhop,  and  entreated  him  to  intercede 
with  me  to  take  the  gloves,  which  fhe 
brought  me  the  fame  evening. 

I  mufl  not  forget  to  tell  you  of  a  fingular 
requeft.  A  monk  came,  when  I  was  prefent, 
fent  by  the  young  novices*,  to  the  Arch- 
bifhop, and  whifpered  him  to  petition  me  to 
petition  the  monk  that  he  might  grant  them 
permiflion  to  go  into  the  town  in  the  even- 
ing, and  fee  the  illumination,  in  honour  of 
the  Saint.  Accordingly,  the  Archbifhop  pe- 
titioned me,  I  petitioned  the  monk,  and  he 
compiled. 

The  Archbifhop  fhewed  us  two  fmall  lakes, 


*  Seminariften, 
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formed  by  rain  water,  called  Salfuic.  As  it 
has  not  rained  for  a  length  of  time,  the  leaft 
is  entirely  dry ;  and  the  other  partly.  The 
leaft  is  called  Sal/ina^  from  its  refemblance  to 
the  greater! ;  and  this  is  fo  called  becaufe  it 
yields  fait,  which  needs  no  preparation.  The 
earth  of  its  bed  has  a  fait  tafle;  and,  as  the  rain 
waters  that  have  collected  begin  to  dry  up, 
they  leave  this  fait  behind  them.  Its  ufe  is 
forbidden,  to  fecure  the  royal  fait  works  at 
Barletta  from  lofs  :  but  this  prohibition  is  little 
regarded  by  the  peafants,  who  frequently  come 
armed,  and  fupply  themfelves  with  fait. 

Their  complaints  of  this  prohibition  are 
well  founded  :  though  they  are  wrong  at  being 
angry  that  the  King  intends  to  dry  up  thefe 
lakes  ;  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  vicinity  con- 
fefs  that  their  exhalations,  during  fummer,  are 
unhealthy. 

I  have  been  able  to  obtain  no  fatisfacTory 
account  of  that  kind  of  venomous  fpider, 
which,  after  this  town,  has  been  called  taran- 
tula. You  know  it  has  been  alTerted  of  the 
tarantula  that  its  venomous  bite  infpires  a  deep 
melancholy,  which  frequently  ends  in  death, 
and  can  only  be  cured  by  violent  dancing. 
Neither  will  the  fick  perfon  dance  till  the 
S  4  mufician 
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mufician  has  happened  upon  the  air  tha; 
pleafes  him,  and  the  fame  air  will  not  produce 
the  fame  effect  on  all  patients. 

The  reafons  which  have  long  been  alleged, 
in  oppofition  to  this  ftory,  appear  to  me  very 
ftrong  ;  if  not  unanfwerable.  It  is  firft  ftated 
that  the  ancients  fay  nothing  of  this  dance  ; 
and  next,  this  practice  is  confined  to  Puglia, 
although  the  tarantula  is  likewife  found  in 
Sicily,  at  Rome,  at  Tivoli,  and  in  many  parts 
of  Italy,  as  well  as  in  Puglia.  If  the  heat  of 
Puglia  render  the  bite  of  the  tarantula  parti- 
cularly dangerous,  mull  not  the  heat  of  the 
fouth  of  Sicily  do  the  fame?  Why  mould  the 
bite  be  fo  dangerous  at  Taranto,  where  the 
air  is  fo  mild  ?  Ought  wre  not  to  afcribe  the 
danger,  and  the  effecl:  produced  by  dancing^ 
to  the  lively  imagination  of  the  Tarantines  ; 
or  rather  of  the  Tarantine  women  ? 

In  the  third  place,  the  bite  is  faid  only  to 
be  dangerous  in  the  hot  months ;  though  I 
hear  that  thefe  dancers  are  exhibited  for  mo- 
ney at  the  beginning  of  May.  To  this  it  may 
be  anfwered  that,  having  been  cured  by 
dancing,  whenever  they  hear  the  fame  mufic 
played  again  the  livelinefs  of  their  imagination 
once  more  makes  them  begin  to  dance  with 

violence, 
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violence,  and  even  with  convulfions.  But  is  it 
not  highly  probable  that  there  is  often  knave- 
ry at  the  bottom  ? 

Befide,  the  imagination,  to  which  we  are 
indebted  for  fo  much  good  and  evil,  ading 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  Italy  over  whom 
it  is  fo  powerful,  may  here  double  its  efFecl:s. 
The  perfuafion  that  the  bite  of  the  tarantula 
excites  melancholy  may,  in  thofe  who  have 
been  bitten,  be  actually  productive  of  melan- 
choly ;  and  the  perfuafion  likewife  that 
dancing  will  cure  them  may  as  readily  excite 
them  to  dance,  and  as  effectually  afford  them 
relief*.  Animated  and  exceffive  motion, 
which  at  laft  finks  into  laffitude,  is  of  itfelf  an 
excellent  remedy. 

We  muft  not  forget  that  moi*e  women  fall 
into  this  melancholy  than  men,  and  are  cured 
\>y  dancing. 

What  wras  the  origin  of  this  opinion  ?  Is 
it  not  probable  that  the  malady  called  St.  Vi- 
tus' dance  raged  in  Puglia  ;  which  malady,  a£ 
certain  times,  has  been  feen  in  Germany,  at- 

*  How  far  all  difeafe,  external  violence  excepted,  be- 
gins with  and  is  fubjecl  to  the  imagination,  will  foon,  I 
hope,  be  a  topic  of  ferious  and  general  enquiry.  T. 

tended 
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tended  with  fuch  terrific  appearances  ?  Saint 
Vitus,  who  is  called  San  Vito  by  the  Italians, 
is  principally  honoured  in  Puglia. 

I  have  feen  a  living  tarantula.  It  was  grey 
on  the  back,  and  white  on  the  belly,  with 
clear  brown  fpots.  It  had  not  attained  its 
full  growth.  In  the  middle  of  fummer,  it  is 
as  large  as  the  largeft  fpiders.  At  this  time 
the  back  becomes  black ;  and  even  the  fpots 
on  the  belly  of  the  fame  colour. 

We  this  morning  left  the  charming  Ta- 
ranto,  the  remembrance  of  which  will  ever 
be  dear  to  me. 

In  his  ode  to  Septimius,  Horace  wifhes  to 
end  his  life  either  at  Tibur,  that  is  Tivoli,  or 
at  Tarentum. 

Tibur  Argeo  pofitum  colono  * 
Sit  mece  fedes  utinam  fenecla  i 
Set  modus  lajfo  maris  et  via  rum 
Militiccque  ! 

*  Tibur  was  founded  by  Tiburs  :  who  was  likewife 
called  Tiburnus;  and,  by  Virgil  Tiburtius:  He  came 
from  Arcadia,  and  the  Arcadians  were  known  by  the  epi- 
thet Argeii,  or  Argivi.  Aided  by  his  countrymen,  Tiburs 
expelled  the  ancient  inhabitants,  and  gave  the  infant  colony 
his  own  name.  This  happened  in  times  of  the  higheft; 
antiquity. 

Uadc 
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\Jnde  ft  Pare  a  prohibent  iniqua, 
JDulce  pellitis  ovibus  Galeft  * 
Flumen,  et  rcgnata  petam  Lcfconl 
Rura  Pbalanto. 

file  terra  rum  mihi  prater  omnes 
Angulus  ridct  :  ubi  ?ion  Hymetto  f 
Mella  decedutit)  viridique  certat 
Bacca  Venafro  \  : 

Ver  ubi  longum,  iepidafque prabet 
Jupiter  brumas,  et  amicus  Anion  § 
JFertili  Baccho  minimum  Fakrttis 
Invidet  uvis» 

Ille  te  mecum  locus  et  beata 
Pcflidant  arces  :  ibi  tu  cakntem 
JOebitd  fparges  lachrymd  favillam 
Vatis  amici. 

Hor.  lib.  ii.  od.  6. 

*  The  wool  of  this  {Keep  was  fo  highly  efteemed  that 
£hey  clothed  the  animal,  to  protect  it  from  brambles. 
To  explain  the  pellitis  ovibus  would  require  a  long  com- 
mentary. 

f  Hymettus,  a  mountain  of  Attica,  having  much  thyme 
and  other  odoriferous  plants,  was  fuppofed  to  afford  the 
beft  honey  in  the  world.  The  honey  of  Taranto,  like- 
wife  celebrated  by  Horace,  is  excellent. 

%  Venafrum>  now  Venafro^  a  fmall  town  in  Campania, 
was  famous  for  its  oil. 

§  A  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tarentum.  I  doubt 
whether  it  can  be  determined  which  hill  was  meant.  My 

enquiries  were  fruitlefs* 

May 
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May  Tibur,  to  my  lateft  hours, 

Afford  a  kind  and  calm  retreat  ; 
Tibur,  beneath  whofe  lofty  towers 

The  Grecians  fix'd  their  blifsful  feat  *, 
There  may  my  labours  and  my  wanderings  ceafe, 

There  all  my  toils  of  warfare  reft  in  peace. 

But,  mould  the  partial  Fates  refufe 

That  purer  air  to  let  me  breathe, 
Galefus,  thy  fweet  ftream  I'll  choofe, 

Where  flocks  of  richeft  fleeces  bathe. 
Phalantus  there  his  rural  fceptre  fway'd, 

Uncertain  offspring  of  a  Spartan  maid. 

No  fpot  fo  joyous  fmiles  to  me 

Of  this  wide  Globe's  extended  fhores  ; 

"Where  nor  the  labours  of  the  bee 
Yield  to  Hymettus*  golden  (lores  : 

Nor  the  green  berry,  of  Venafran  foil, 
Swells  with  a  riper  flood  of  fragrant  oil. 

There  Jove  his  kindeft  gifts  beftows  •, 
There  joys  to  crown  the  fertile  plains. 

With  genial  warmth  the  winter  glows, 

And  fpring  with  lengthen'd  honours  reigns. 

Nor  Aulon,  friendly  to  the  cluflering  vine, 
Envies  the  vintage  of  Falernian  wine. 

Francis. 
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APPENDIX  TO  LETTER  LXXX. 

Examples  of  .  Tarantine  words  derived 
from  the  Greek  : 

Angela  dt  Trappeto^  is  a  veflel  into  which 
the  oil  drops  out  of  the  prefs :  from  «^Jos,  a 
vafe  for  fluids. 

Ancbiato,  or  Onchlato  :  fwollen  :  from  oy^osy 
a  tumour  :  oyxafm,  fwollen. 

Alazza,  Lazza :  to  breathe  :  to  breathe  out : 
from  'Aa^/r,  warm  out  breathing. 

5  Ale  !  An  exclamation  common  at  mafque- 
rades,  from  the  war  cry  of  the  Greeks,  A>;. 

Ammazarato^  an  epithet  fignifying  ill  baked 
bread :  probably  from  the  Greek  pa^a ; 
which,  according  to  Hefychius,  fignified  meal 
that  was  kneaded  with  water  and  oil. 

AriaIioy  the  loom  :  probably  from  eoyccA&ov, 
a  tool. 

Apido,  a  foft  egg :  from  oiiraXo^  foft,  ten- 
der. 

Arrotare,  to  terrify  by  noife.  It  is  likewife 
ufed  for  a  howling  dog  :  from  joS-os,  noife. 

Accatiifariy  to  dip  in  the  fea :  probably  from 
the  participle  of  the  word  xcctbi^  I  go  down  : 

XXTlOW)    Y,0L7l3(73Li  XCL710V. 

BifacchiatOy   and  Abijfacchiato  :   fwollen  : 

puffed 
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puffed  up :  probably  from  (pvo-ar,  (pueo-ccv,  td 
blow  out. 

Catay  Incata:  ufcd  in  many  cafes  like  the 
Greek  jc«Ta.  It  is  likewife  contracted  by  the 
people,  and  only  ca  uttered, 

Camafcia,  wearinefs :  from  xctfj<.cc7QS. 

Cona^  an  image  :  from  eixcov* 

Coquiglia^  a  kind   of  flhell    fifh  :  from 

Cofifago,  a  fpecies  of  the  beccafico ;  a  little 
well  tafted  bird,  fo  called  by  the  Italians,  and 
which,  during  the  fig  feafon,  eats  fo  vqra* 
cioufly  of  this  fruit  as  occafionally  to  fall 
down  dead :  from  cruKotpctyos. 

Cilona%  the  tortoife  :  from  ftt&MYi* 

Cardafcia,  a  beloved :  from  zajJVa,  the 
heart :  or  rather  from  the  adjective  kol^iolko^ 
to  afflict  the  heart. 

Camolare,  to  be  vexed  :  from  Kx^veir. 

Gelofo,  in  Italian,  means  jealous  :  but  it  is 
combined  by  the  Tarantines  with  the  idea  of 
ridiculous.  Sei  cilufo ;  thou  art  ridiculous  % 
fay  they  :  from  yeAoio$* 

yetta,  a  lock  of  hair  i  from  ^a/Tw,  the  hair 
of  the  head. 

Melana^  the  l>lack  gall  of  the  fifli  fepia: 
from  /*eAaS)  [jLS~Aaivotr  peAccr,  black. 

OJimb% 
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OfimO)  odour :  from  oV//.?j. 

OttatO)  a  kind  of  fig,  good  to  dry :  probably 
from  gVtoV,  to  roaft,  to  dry. 

Paradifo.  Every  woody  valley  is  fo  called 
by  the  Tarantines  :  from  the  Greek  7rctgat,<Peuro$9 
which  fignifies  an  enclofed  park  for  animals. 
A  word  which  the  Greeks  may  have  bor- 
rowed from  the  Perfian  language,  and  the  Per- 
iian  from  the  Hebrew. 

Patimofo^  marfhy  :  Patimifco,  a  river  :  from 
ttotcc/jlosj  a  river. 

Ruminate,  fwept :  from  the  Greek  pvpixcc. 

Sia !  an  exclamation  among  the  Taran- 
tines, to  the  boatmen,  when  the  boat  being 
kept  in  the  fame  place  is  fwayed  from  fide  to 
fide,  by  the  oar :  from  a-miv^  to  fhake,  to 
move. 

&W,  a  fignal  :N2*pgfoi> 

Scerfo,  defert,  uncultivated :  %€(><ros. 

Tarafca,  drunkennefs,  delirium :  from 
Ta^a^i?,  agitation,  delirium. 

Uz9  Uzza,  a  hog  :  from  the  Greek  J<,  and 
<tvs.  It  is  likewife  ufed  by  the  Tarantines 
when  they  wifh  to  affront  and  reproach  with 
uglinefs. 

Zanzicoj  marjoram :  Sa^i^or. 

I  have  omitted  feveral  words  colle&ed  by 

the 
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the  Abbate  Tommai,  the  derivation  of  which 
from  the  Greek  appears  to  me  doubtful.  The 
Italian  words,  the  origin  of  which  are  Greek, 
are  numerous,  but  not  unknown  to  you:  for 
example  :  Bambino  y  a  child  :  from  ^a^anWi 
to  chatter* 


LETTER  LXXXL 

Gallipoli,  17th  May  1793. 

We  left  Taranto  on  the  1 2th,  and 
travelled  through  Manduria,  to  Oria.  This 
ftretch  of  country  is  very  ftony,  yet  produces 
grain  in  many  parts  ;  and  ftill  more  willingly 
the  vine,  the  fig,  and  the  olive.  We  already 
faw  the  people  bufied  in  getting  in  the  feed 
from  their  flax.  Rudi&y  the  native  place  of 
the  poet  Ennius,  was  in  this  country 

Manduria  is  an  ancient  town.  Archida- 
mus,  the  fon  of  Agefilaus,  King  of  Lacedae* 
monia  and  the  great-grandfather  of  Agis, 
was  vanquished  by  the  Calabrians  in  its  neigh- 

*  CIuy.  Ital.  Ant. 

bourhood* 
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bourhood  *.  It  was  taken  and  plundered  by 
Fabius,  during  the  fecond  Punic  war.  Among 
other  booty  four  thoufand  men  were  taken  f 

The  origin  of  Manduria  is  unknown.  It 
was  probably  a  colony  of  Oria,  which  had 
been  founded  by  the  people  of  Crete.  This 
may  be  conjectured  from  the  name,  and  alfo 
bccaufe  no  coins  have  been  found  with  the 
name  of  the  town  :  though  fome  have  been 
lately  dug  up  with  the  ancient  name.  The 
ancient  wall  is  worth  examining.  Prodigious 
lquare  (tones,  refting  upon  the  rock  itfelf,  the 
breadth  of  each  of  which  is  one-and-twenty 
palms,  rife  to  a  very  confiderable  heights 
Thofe  of  Pasftum  excepted,  which  are  fix-and- 
twenty  palms  in  breadth  but  .by  no  means  fo 
high  as  thefe,  there  are  not  any  in  Italy  to 
equal  them.  Mod  of  the  (tones  are  full  of 
(hells,  many  if  which  are  petrified. 

We  faw  a  fpring  which  Pliny  tells  us  had 
the  (trange  quality  of  not  becoming  more 
empty  if  water  were  laded  out,  or  more  full 
if  it  were  poured  in  J.  Paffing  down  (tone 
ftcps,  we  came  to  an  arching  rock,  where  this 

*  Plut.  Life  of  Agis.  f  Liv.  xxvii.  15, 

J  Plm.  ii.  c.  103. 

Vol.  III.  T  clear 
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clear  fpring,  in  eternal  fliades,  affords  a  cool 
and  refrefhing  beverage.  Thefe  rocks  like- 
wife  every  where  abound  in  fhells. 

In  this  country,  nature  appears  beautiful, 
and  beneficent ;  and,  like  the  fabulous  Sphinx, 
prefents  enigmas  which  no  fcientific  Oedipus 
has  been  able  to  folve. 

Thefe  curiofities  were  fhewn  us  by  an 
ancient  nobleman,  whofe  fon-in-law  took 
much  pleafure  in  exhibiting  his  little  collec- 
tion of  wrought  precious  Hones ;  fome  of 
which  were  beautiful.  Gems,  cameos,  vafes- 
frequently,  and  ancient  coins  aim  oft  daily, 
are  difcovercd  over  the  whole  province  of 
Jerra  d'Oircmlo*  The  young  gentleman  ap- 
peared delighted  with  his  own,  although  he 
wuh  blind.  Where  is  the  wonder?  How  fre- 
quently do  we  fee  the  blind  dotage  of  the 
dilettanti,  and  pretended  connoiileurs  !  Rb 
agreeable  lady,  who  had  borne  him  eight 
Children*  prefented  to  us,  with  a  mother's 
pleafure,  her  liple  boy  that  was  ten  months- 
old. 

At  the  boufe  of  Canon  Camarario,  we  faw 
a  fine  collection  of  Greek  vafes. 

This  town  had  long  been  called  Cafal  novo  : 
but  the  inhabitants  petitioned  the  King  laft 

year 
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year  for  a  decree,  according  to  which  it  has 
recovered  its  ancient  name,  Manduria. 

Between  Manduria  and  Oria,  which  are  a 
German  mile  diftant  from  each  other,  there 
are  hollows,  cut  in  the  rocky  foil,  or  dry  ca- 
nals ;  one  of  which  is  three  Italian  miles  in 
length.  Thefe  muft  have  been  the  work  of 
early  and  rude  times.  We  can  learn  nothing 
concerning  them  from  the  known  cuftoms  of 
later  ages  :  it  may  be  that  the  people,  when  the 
coaft  was  infefted  with  fea  pirates,  with- 
drew, with  their  wives,  children,  fervants, 
and  cattle,  into  thefe  cavities  ;  where  defence 
was  more  eafy* 

Oria  belongs  to  the  mod  ancient  colonies  of 
Greece.  Herodotus  *  afcribes  its  foundation 
to  the  Cretans  ;  and  to  an  age  when  the 
dreams  of  Greek  fable  began  to  affume  the 
confiftency  of  hiftorvi  Minos  purfued  Dseda- 
lus,  who,  to  avoid  his  wrath,  fled  to  Sicily, 
and  there  was  murdered.  After  a  time,  the 
people  of  Crete  failed  over  with  a  large  force, 
to  revenge  the  death  of  the  King  $  and  con- 
tinued, for  five  years,  to  befiege  Camicus, 
a  city  of  the  Siculi.  Their  purpole  defeated, 
they  took  {hipping  to  return  home ;  but  were 

*  Lib.  viL 

T  2  overtaken 
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overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  and  <jaft  oil  the  coaft  or 
the  Japyges:  where,  their  fliips  being  de* 
ftroyed,  they  built  the  town  which  Herodotus 
calls  Hyriq*  By  others  it  was  named  Uria+ 
and  Cretan  :  but  many  ancient  coins,  fome 
of  which  were  found  at  Qria,  denote  that  its 
ancient  name  was  Orra.  The  Greeks,  like 
the  prefent  Italians,  foftened  the  harlh  founds 
of  names  ;  and  in  its  prefent  name,  Oria,  you 
recognize,  with  little  alteration,  the  ancient 
name,  Orra. 

Th,e  town  is  built  on  a  hill,  which  towers 
over  a  row  of  lefier  hills,  that  extend  from 
north  to  fouth.  There  is  a  profpe£t  over  a 
wide  plain  to  the  eaft.  The  iituation  delighted 
ftrangers  ;  but  they  were  obliged  to  be  upon 
their  guard,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  neigh- 
bouring people.  We  were  at  the  houfe  of 
the  Bifliop,  who  poflelles  a  large  collection  of 
Greek  vales ;  and  a  ftill  larger  of  ancient 
coins.  Among  others,  he  has  fix  hundred 
different  coins  of  Tarentum. 

There  is  a  German,  who  lives  in  Oria, 
whole  hiflory  is  remarkable.  His  father  and 
grandfather  fell,  in  the  year  1734,  at  the  un- 
fortunate battle  of  Bitonto,  fought  between  the 
Germans  and  the  Spaniards:  by  which  the 

fate 
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fate  of  the  Two  Sicilies  was  determined,  in 
favour  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon.  His  mo- 
ther was  in  the  rear  of  the  ranks;  and  was 
(hot,  as  fhe  fprang  forward  to  protect  her 
hufband.  Their  only  boy,  whom  they  had 
brought  from  Germany  to  Italy  Twaddled  in 
oil  cloth,  they  had  left  in  Oria,  with  two  com- 
panionate young  ladies  5  by  whom  he  was 
brought  up.  The  boy  was  induurious,  and 
he  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  feminary.  All  the 
money  he  could  fpare,  he  expends  in  form- 
ing a  collection  of  coins  ;  which  he  began  ten 
years  ago,  and  which  is  now  very  confide- 
rable.  Although  he  neither  recollects  his 
country,  his  parents,  nor  can  fpeak  a  word 
of  German,  yet  he  is  an  enthufiaftic  admirer 
of  Germany,  and  a  mod  zealous  defender  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Since  the  travels  of  his 
childhood,  he  fcarcely  has  left  this  place. 
The  utmoft  of  his  peregrinations  have  been 
no  farther  than  Lecce,  and  Oftuni ;  each  of 
which  is  a  day's  journey  from  Oria.  As  a 
man  of  learning,  he  is  equally  fincere  and  ca- 
pable. 

Noble  fruit  trees  are  planted  round  the 
town  of  Oria;  and  the  aloe  grows  on  both 
fides  of  the  road,  which  has  already  pufhed 

T  3  forth 
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forth  its  buds.  The  fig  trees  are  large.  I 
have  feen  none  fuperior,  except  near  the  walls 
of  Manduria. 

On  the  13th,  we  journeyed  to  Biindifi,the 
ancient  Brundufium  :  a  place  of  high  anti- 
quity. Its  foundation  has  been  afcribed  by 
fome  to  the  Cretans,  from  Orra ;  and  by 
others  to  Thefeus,  who  is  faid  to  have  landed 
there,  on  his  return  from  Crete  to  Athens.  It 
is  likewife  given  to  Diomedes,  whom  fo  many 
of  the  towns  in  Grecia  magna  coniider  as  their 
founder.  The  Mefiapii  called  it  Brentifium^ 
from  the  double  craggy  form  of  its  haven ; 
which  word  it  is  affirmed,  at  that  time,  de- 
noted, in  the  language  of  this  people,  the  head 
of  a  flag"*.  Many  circurnftances  have  con- 
curred to  reduce  this  formerly  great  city  to 
the  little  Brindifi,  whole  inhabitants  are  not 
computed  at  more  than  fix  thoufand  fouls. 
^  Brundufium  in  Italy,  and  in  Greece  Epi- 
daurus^  which  is  likewife  called  Epidamnus^ 
and,  became  of  the  inaufpicious  fignification 
of  the  word  damnum^  was  changed  by  the 
Romans  to  Dyrracbium%  were  the  two  ports 
of  pafiage.  The  moderns,  from  Dyrracbknn, 
have  formed  Durazzo.  At  prefent,  the  vefTels 

*  CIr.v.  Ital.  Ant. 

from 
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from  Brindifi  are  few,  and  fmall.  The  Ap- 
pian  way  was  continued  by  Auguftus  from 
Capua  to  BrunciUiUim.  The  prefent  roads 
that  lead  to  Brindifi  are  bad,  the  trade  of  the 
place  is  trifling,  and  the  air  very  unhealthy. 

During  the  civil  wars,  Csefar  ruined  the 
haven  ;  by  catting  up  dams,  and  finking  vef- 
fels.     He  fays  nothing  of  (taking  it  up; 
neither  do  I  think  that  there  is  any  good 
ground  for  the  opinion  that  the  oak  piles, 
which  were  found  there,  were  of  Caefar's  driv- 
ing. The  inner  haven  is  curving,  and  longeft 
toward  the  north;  and  it  wafhes  the  walls  of 
the  town.    This  haven  is  very  large,  but  the 
outer  haven  is  {till  larger.    The  two  havens 
are  united  by  a  ft  rait ;  which  formerly  was 
narrow,  has  fmce  been  widened,  and  which 
is  formed  by  the  outftxetching  of  the  oppo- 
site fhores.    The  curving  of  the  coal!  is  aided 
by  feveral  rocky  iflands  in  forming  the  outer 
haven  ;  and  on  the  iargeft  of  thefe  iflands  a 
fortrefs  is  built.    There  are  two   fine  en- 
trances to  this  haven  ;  one  to  the  north  eaft, 
and  the  other  to  the  fouth  eaft:  but  they  fre- 
quently bring  with  them  much  land,  and 
mud ;  for  many  rivers  empty  themfelves  into 
the  fmal!  Adriatic.    This  has  greatly  injured 
T  4  the 


*8o  TRAVELS  OF 

the  paflage  of  the  inner  haven  ;  the  waters 
of  which,  as  their  reflux  is  partly  prevented, 
overflow  the  banks,  and  occafion  much  un- 
wholefome  air.  This  is  augmented  by  a  kind 
of  putrid  fea  weed  ;  and  by  the  waters  of  a 
rivulet,  which  is  frequently  lb  fwelled  with 
rains  as  to  inundate  the  country,  before  it  can 
arrive  at  the  inner  haven. 

There  were  formerly  two -large  Corinthian 
pillars,  that  were  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the 
inner  and  fmaller  haven,  one  of  which  is 
frill  entire  ;  but  of  the  other  the  pedeftal  only 
remains.  The  opinion  that  lanterns  were 
fufpended  from  an  architrave  I  think  is  evi- 
dently erroneous :  becaufe,  for  the  lights  to 
have  been  difcoverable  at  fea,  they  mud  have 
been  placed  on  a  tower  of  the  caftle,  facing  the 
great  haven.  Thefe  great  pillars  of  white 
marble  were  probably  only  an  ornamental 
boundary,  to  the  entrance  from  the  city  to  the 
inner  haven.  Statues  of  the  Roman  Emperors 
probably  were  placed  upon  them  ;  as  formerly 
on  the  pillars  of  Trajan,  and  Marcus  Aurelius 
Antoninus,  at  Rome. 

Don  Carlo  Poliio,  a  hydraulic  engineer, 
who  had  before  been  accuftomcd  to  different 
undertakings  of  the  fame  kind,  is  at  prefent 
o  employed 
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employed  in  improving  the  inner  haven,  and 
relieving  Brindifi  from  its  unwholeforhe  air. 
The  marfliy  places  have  heen  filled  up  with 
earth,  and  converted  into  gardens.  The  catt- 
ing up  of  the  fea  weed  is  prevented  by  ftonc 
dams ;  and  the  little  which  can  gain  ad- 
mini  on,  by  pausing  thefe,  is  dragged  on  high 
places  in  the  fpring,  where  it  dries  before  the 
beginning  of  the  heats.  The  whole  inner 
haven  is  banked  with  rough  ftone ;  upon 
which,  according  to  the  nature  of  this  coun- 
try, a  kind  of  odoriferous  mofs  is  propa- 
gated, the  influence  of  which  is  good*.  The 
entrance  to  the  great  haven  is  cleanfed  by 
mud-rakes,  the  high  fhores  are  planted  with 
elms,  and  the  rivulet  is  conducted  to  the  fea 
by  a  fubterranean  palfage,  under  a  hill. 

Don  Carlo  had  the  kindnefs,  with  the  ut^ 
mott  complacency,  to  accompany  us  in  per- 
fon  and  point  out  thefe  improvements. 

By  the  removing  of  a  high  bank,  the  earth 
of  which  was  to  fill  up  a  marfhy  place,  the 

*  In  Afferent  parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  parti- 
cularly in  the  bay  of  Naples  and  near  Pofilipo  and  So- 
rcnto,  odoriferous  fea  weeds  are  depofited,  by  certain 
winds,  on  the  rocks  of  the  more.  After  being  dried,  they 
remain  continually  odoriferous:  lying  like  a  iilver  coloured 
foft  mofs,  and  forming  pleafant  feats. 

lower 
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lower  part  of  the  wall  of  a  houfe  was  lately 
difcovered,  which  muft  have  been  inhabited 
by  a  Roman.  Here  were  feen  the  divifions  of 
the  lower  apartments,  the  bath,  the  conduit  to 
the  bath,  and  the  flooring  of  a  bed  chamber, 
inlaid  with  mofaic  work  ;  in  which  the  words 
Bene  dormio^  I  ileep  well,  were  formed  with 
blue  ftones.  A  female  ftatue  without  a  head, 
and  two  heads  of  ancient  philofophers,  were 
likewife  found. 

About  the  end  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
Brindifi  muft  have  contained  forty  thoufand 
inhabitants.    During  the  long  war,  which  the 
Venetians  waged  againft  the  Turks,  a  fleet  of 
the  republic  harboured  in  this  haven.  The 
Venetians  were  pleafed  with  the  wane  of  the 
country,  which  is  really  good,  and  paid  for 
it  liberally.    Mifled  by  this  temporary  advan- 
tage, the  inhabitants  of  Brindifi  rooted  up 
their  olive  trees,  and  every  where  planted  the 
vine.    When  the  Venetians  left  the  city,  the 
extraordinary  fale  of  their  wrine  failed,  and  the 
fure  produce  of  their  oil  w^as  gone.  This 
circumftance,  in  addition  to  the  badnefs  of 
the  air,  accelerated  the  decay  of  the  city. 
The  inhabitants  have  a  bloated  and  pallid  ap- 
pearance. 

2  On 
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On  the  road  to  Lecce,  we  found  more 
plantations  of  the  olive  than  of  the  vine,  or 
of  grain  ;  though  the  latter  fiourifhes. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  after  we  had 
left  Brindifi,  my  horfe  became  reftive.  He 
was  a  ftrong,  handfome,  but  rather  obftinate, 
ftallion,  from  Taranto ;  and  no  unworthy 
reprefentative  of  the  ancient  Saturian  fteed. 
He  loft  his  balance,  fell  backward,  and  threw 
me  over.  Yet,  though  he  fell  upon  me,  he 
did  me  no  injury,  but  fprang  lightly  on  his 
legs,  and  was  fo  far  warned,  by  this  experi- 
ment, that  he  behaved  more  orderly  on  the 
following  day, 

Lecce,  the  principal  city  of  the  whole  pro- 
vince, is  large  ;  though  it  contains  only  eigh- 
teen thoufand  inhabitants.  The  ftreets  are 
generally  right  lined,  and  the  public  buildings 
capacious  :  though  they  are  the  work  of  a 
bewildered  imagination,  which  could  not  fa- 
tisfy  itielf  with  the  noble  Greek  architecture, 
without  a  mixture  of  the  Gothic. 

This  city  was  called,  by  Strabo,  Aletlon. 
As  coins  have  been  found  in  this  peninfula, 
with  the  word  Awjaiwr,  of  the  people  of 
Lycia,  and  as  no  trace  of  any  city  of  this  name 
is  known,  fome  have  conjectured,  and  not 

improbably, 
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improbably,  that  the  ancient  name  of  Lecce 
might  have  been  Lycia, 

We  found  but  little  room  in  the  inn  ;  and, 
having  letters  of  recommendation,  we  went 
to  two  pcrfons  who  took  us  to  a  coffee  houfe, 
that  was  roomy  and  handiome.  Here  we 
remained  feveral  hours,  furrcunded  bv  a  toler- 
ably  numerous  and  inquilitive  company;  and 
were  then  taken  to  a  palace,  the  owner  of 
which  wa8  abfent,  where,  though  it  was  late, 
we  were  well  entertained.  The  palace  and 
its  furniture  might  be  called  beautiful  in  the 
Jargeft  city  of  Europe. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Italians,  for  the  hos- 
pitality with  which  they  receive  travellers  ; 
otherwife  it  would  be  difficult  to  travel  in  thela 
provinces,  where  Sometimes  there  are  no 
inns,  and  where  the  inns  are  generally  wretch- 
ed. But  the  misfortune  is  they  are  too  kind. 
You  may  plead  in  vain  that  you  have  more 
need  of  reft  than  of  feafting  :  they  cannot 
conceive  the  necefhty  there  is  for  any  repofe. 
You  are  obliged  to  remain  for  hours  in  com- 
pany with  idle,  talkative,  and  inquifitive 
men  ;  and,  when  it  is  late,  are  introduced  to 
a  plentiful  lupper.  They  forget  that  the  tra- 
veller has  to  rife  early  ;  and  is  frequently  de- 
prived 
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prived  of  the  afternoon  fleep  by  which  he 
fhould  recruit  his  ftrerigth.  Thus,  after'tra- 
veiling  a  whole  day,  you  feldom  have  gone 
more  than  four  or  five  German  miles,  in  a 
country  where  the  horfes  and  mules  are  in 
general  very  bad.  I  am  contented  to  travel  no 
further  in  a  day ;  but  I  would  rather  do  it  in 
a  fhorter  timej  and  repofe  during  the  heat  of 
the  fun. 

The  royal  governor  of  the  province,  who 
likewife  fits  as  prefident  of  the  tribunal,  re- 
fides  at  Lecce.  An  appeal  lies  from  this  pro- 
vincial tribunal,  in  civil  caufes,  to  the  chief 
court  in  Naples,  for  fo  fmall  a  fum  as  two 
hundred  Neapolitan  ducats :  equal  to  two 
hundred  rix-dollars.  Four  perfons,  who  are 
called  Mini/In,  regularly  fit  as  afliftants  to  the 
governor  :  but  they  muft  not  be  natives  of  the 
province.  This  cuftom  appears  to  me  to  de- 
note the  ancient  Spanifh  fpirit,  of  jealous  and 
political  caution.  Would  not  the  people 
place  more  confidence  in  their  fellow  citizens 
than  in  perfons  who  are  preferred  only  be- 
caufe  they  come  from  another  province  ?  And 
what  can  be  of  greater  importance  than  the 
confidence  placed  by  citizens  in  the  admini- 

ftration 
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ftratlon  of  juftice  ?  I  conceive  indeed  it  would 
be  a  narrow  mode  of  thinking  to  exclude 
ftrangers  :  but  I  am  perfuaded  the  exclufion 
of  natives  is  ftill  more  fever c. 

In  addition  to  the  tolls  and  the  fait  revenue, 
which  article  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
purchafe  from  the  royal  fait  works  of  Bar- 
letta,  the  city  annually  pays  the  King  lixteen 
thoufand  Neapolitan  ducats. 

In  Lecce,  as  in  different  other  towns  of  this 
kingdom,  a  fcd'ile,  or  kind  of  college,  is  infti- 
tuted  ;  the  members  of  which  conlill  of  the 
nobility,  and  a  few  of  the  citizens.  This 
college  regulates  the  price  of  corn,  and  other 
viands ;  and,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  mull  take 
care  to  provifion  the  city.  It  colle&s  the 
taxes  that  do  not  belong  to  the  King  :  from 
which,  and  other  refources,  the  fixteen  thou- 
fand ducats  are  provided.  The  lyndic  is  an- 
nually chofen  from  the  noble  members  of  the 
college. 

The  roads  round  Lecce  are  intolerable.  The 
wheels  of  carriages  have  made  fuch  deep  ruts, 
in  the  loft  ground,  that,  if  the  evil  be  not 
foon  remedied,  they  will  be  utterly  impaffable. 
The  people  have  hopes  that  this  neceflary  im- 
provement 
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provement  will  be  made.  Nay  the  deep  holes 
made  by  the  hoofs  of  horfes  have  rendered  the 
road  extremely  difficult  even  to  horfemen. 

The  peculiar  quality  of  the  rock,  which  is 
foft  when  taken  from  the  quarry,  and  become 
hardened  by  the  air,  occafions  the  inhabi- 
tants to  ufe  it  for  building  their  large  houfes  ; 
and  their  magnificent  but  infipid  churches, 
with  other  public  buildings.  They  decorate 
their  Grecian  columns  with  the  extravagan- 
cies of  Gothic  tafte  ;  and  overload  the  very 
village  churches  with  ornaments  in  baflb  and 
alto  relievo,  which  equally  betray  a  want  of 
invention  and  a  mifguided,  or  rather  a  de- 
prived, imagination. 

The  foil  of  the  whole  peninfula,  though  it 
have  no  confiderable  heights,  is  rocky  ;  but 
it  is  very  productive  in  olives,  figs,  and 
grapes.  In  fummer,  the  earth  muft  be  ex- 
ceedingly  hot ;  and  that  it  is  productive  the  no- 
ble face  of  nature  is  a  convincing  proof.  The 
people  are  ceconomical  in  the  ufe  of  their 
land  ;  on  which  I  faw  whole  places  bare,  the 
earth  of  which  had  been  removed  from  the 
rocks  to  fupply  fpots  that  wrere  more  favoura- 
ble.   I  met  with  good  grain. 

A  German  mile  and  a  half  from  Otranto, 

we 
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we  had  a  profpect  of  the  Adriatic,  where  it 
bathes  the  mores  of  Greece.  We  exclaimed, 
at  beholding  it,  as  joyfully  as  the  ten  thoufand 
led  by  Xenophon  did,  when  they  viewed  the 
fea,  00-7*7 :a*  Z'a^xTTcc'  The  fea  !  The  fea  ! 
We  foon  faw  the  Albanian  mountains,  or  the 
ancient  Eplrus,  and  the  dcroceraun'ian,  or 
thundering,  rocks,  covered  with  eternal  fnow: 

/ nja  mesfcop  u  los,  A crocet  "a  u  n  fa 

Bor.  lib.  1.  od.  3. 

 Rocks  for  fhipwrecked  fleets  ill-fa  mM. 

Francis. 

as  Horace  fays  :  and  the  two  hills  on  which 
Dtttcigno  is  built  ;  that  nert  of  daring  pirates. 

In  the  neighbourhood  ofOtratito,  there  are 
olive  trees  of  remarkable  height.  The  olive, 
if  it  be  not  lopped,  has  beauties  peculiar  to 
itfeJf ;  although,  in  my  opinion,  its  character 
is  gloomy.  The  fig  trees  of  Otranto  are  juftly 
celebrated  for  their  extraordinary  fize  and 
beauty. 

Would  you  believe  that  the  wind  that 
blows  over  the  fea  from  Greece  is  at  prefent 
quite  cold  ?  As  we  approached  the  town,  this 
wind  wafted  with  it  the  odours  of  the  lovely 
orange  groves,  that  furround  Otranto, 

I  have 
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I  have  now  feen  Greece,  though  fituated 
beyond  the  Adriatic.  We  have  frequently 
wifhed  to  take  a  trip  to  the  ifland  of  Corfu  % 
the  Corcyra^  Kegxt^a,  of  the  ancients,  and  the 
Scheria  of  Homer,  to  vifit  the  country  of  the 
Pheacians,  and  from  that  to  the  Ithaca  of 
Homer,  or  the  little  ifland  of  Cephalonia. 
Yet,  eafy  as  this  would  be  in  going,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  return,  becaufe  of  the  ftricl: 
quarantine  ;  and  efpecially  at  prefent,  as  the 
plague  has  again  broke  out  in  the  Morea,  or 
the  ancient  Peloponnefus. 

By  the  Greeks,  Otranto  was  called  Hydrus% 
'TS'povs,  abbreviated  from  'TJVe/s,  and  by  the 
Romans  Hydruntum.  It  had  been  fo  named 
by  the  Greeks  from  the  river  Hydrus ;  which, 
although,  like  fo  many  other  famed  rivers  of 
the  ancients,  its  name  fignified  abounding  in 
water,  is  no  more  than  a  brook,  that  empties 
itfelf  into  the  fea  at  Otranto.  This  town  is 
the  feat  of  an  archbifhop  ;  but  contains  only 
three  thoufand  inhabitants.  It  is  guarded  by 
a  ftrong  caftle,  to  protect  it  againft  the  inroads 
of  the  Turks  and  pirates. 

In  the  year  1480,  under  Mahomet  the  Se- 
cond, Otranto  was  taken  and  plundered  by 
the  Turks  ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  treated 

Vol.  III.  U  with 
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with  cruelty.  Probably,  according  to  the  fyf- 
tem  of  Turkifh  politics,  the  conqueror  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  who  with  proud  and  fwelling 
hopes  had  fent  an  army  into  Italy,  intended 
by  fpreading  the  terror  of  his  name  to  fub- 
due  this  beautiful  country. 

The  diftance  of  the  coaft  of  Albania  is  fixty 
Italian  miles  :  that  is,  fifteen  geographical  or 
ten  common  German  miles.  We  yefterday 
faw  the  fun  go  down  below  the  Acrocerau- 
nian  mountains.  The  ancient  Greeks  thought 
thefe  coafts  fo  remarkable  that  they  gave  them 
no  other  name  than  JEpirus,  or  continent ; 
of  which  the  Romans  formed  Epirus.  Pyrr- 
hus  and  Scanderbeg  were  both  natives  of 
this  country. 

On  our  road  from  Otranto  to  Gallipoli, 
we  yefterday  thus  early  faw  barley  in  fheaf, 
and  oats  that  were  houfed  :  yet,  in  thefe  dif- 
trids,  the  rocky  foil  is  fcantily  covered  with 
earth.  We  likewife  travelled  through  feveral 
forefts  of  oak ;  and  faw  fruit  trees,  among 
which  the  lofty  and  wide  fpreading  fig  was- 
not  inferior  to  the  large  walnut  tree. 

He  who  would  fully  conceive  and  inti- 
mately feel  the  beautiful  idea  of  the  Ifraelites, 
who  "  dwelt  fafely,   every  man  under  his 

vine 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  2gi 

vine  and  under  his  fig  tree  ought  to  have 
feen  the  fig  trees  of  this  peninfula,  and  the 
high  vineyards  of  Terra  di  Lavor  o ;  or  So- 
rento.  In  the  afternoon*  we  faw  the  fun  fet 
below  the  Mediterranean  fea,  which  in  the 
morning  had  rifen  over  the  Adriatic. 

Gallipoli  is  built  on  a  fmall  rocky  ifland, 
on  the  fouth  fhore  of  the  bay  of  Taranto ; 
and  communicates  with  the  continent,  by  the 
means  of  a  long  bridge.  The  fituation  would 
have  been  delightful,  had  the  inhabitants  been 
careful  to  plant  trees.  It  did  not,  as  many 
have  imagined,  receive  its  name  from  the 
Gauls :  its  origin  was  Greek,  and  it  was  called 
CalliopoliS)  or  charming  city  :  probably  becaufe 
of  its  fituation. 

The  feed  cotton  (allow  me  to  ufe  the  term) 
which  is  called  Bombace  f ,  is  induftrioufly 
cultivated  in  the  country  round  Otranto*  It 
muft  not  be  confounded  with  the  cotton  of 
Afia  and  America,  which  grows  upon  trees. 
This  cotton,  white  as  fnow,  is  fpun  by  the 
women  from  the  diftafF.  It  is  beft  manufac- 
tured at  Gallipoli ;  and  is  wove  into  muflins, 

*  I  Kings,  iv.  25;  and  Micah,  iv.  4. 

t  Erroneoufly  written,  as  I  fuppofe,  inftead  of  Bam~ 
iagia.  T\ 

U  3  which 
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which  have  a  great  exportation.    I  fuppofe 
thefe  fluffs  to  be  the  Byjfus  of  the  ancients. 

Gallipoli  enjoys  a  great  oil  trade.  Ac- 
cording to  the  eftimate  of  a  meritorious  man 
of  literature  of  this  place,  its  annual  and  ave- 
rage export  of  oil  amounts  to  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
four  Neapolitan  ducats  :  Or,  in  round  num- 
bers, about  a  million  *. 

It  has  not  to  thank  its  haven  for  its  trade  ; 
■which  is  unfafe,  and  in  which  many  mips 
have  been  loft :  but  its  rocks,  in  which  the 
magazines  for  keeping  the  oil  are  hewn. 
Thefe  warm  rocks  have  the  property  of  puri- 
fying the  oil ;  for  which  reafon  oils  from 
other  parts  of  the  province  are  brought  here, 
for  amelioration. 

This  trade  would  no  doubt  be  more  flou- 
rifhing  if,  as  the  citizens  have  requefled,  a 
haven  were  fuffered  to  be  built.  Art  might 
overcome  the  obftacles  of  nature ;  and  it  is 
eftimated  that  the  expence  of  this  ufeful  im- 
provement would  only  amount  to  twenty-five 
thoufand  ducats.  Only  iive-and-twenty  thou- 

*  Efame  economise  del  Jijiema  civile.  The  author  of 
this  valuable  work,  who  has  not  publifhed  his  name,  is 
czWcdFil'/J^o  Briganti ;  and  is  a  citizen  of  Gallipoli. 

fand 
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fand  ducats  !  And  of  this  fmall  fum  the  citi- 
zens have  petitioned  to  pay  a  part  !  It  is  faid 
indeed  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  King  to 
comply  with  this  juft  demand  of  the  people: 
but  I  own  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  this 
neceffary  undertaking  has  been  procraftinated 
through  the  envy  of  other  towns.  I  have 
no  proof  for  this  conjecture  :  except  that  I 
can  no  otherwife  account  for  fuch  neglect. 
Neither  can  I  conceive  why  the  wealthy 
town  mould  not  require  to  pay  the  whole 
expence.  The  mere  permijjion  for  undertak- 
ing fo  ufeful  a  work  would  not  furely  have 
been  denied  them  :  and  how  greatly  would  it 
have  been  to  their  advantage  ! 

It  would  be  equally  political  and  juft  in  the 
State  to  abolifh,or  at  leaftto  lighten  the  heavy 
duty  which  is  paid  for  the  exported  oil.  From 
eighty  to  a  hundred  veffels  annually  arrive  at 
this  port  ;  and  many  of  them  pay  a  tax  of 
from  five  to  feven  thoufand  ducats. 

People  juftly  admire  the  wifdom  of  the 
Englifh  ;  who,  inftead  of  taxing  their  exports 
like  other  Governments,  allow  premiums, 
and  drawbacks  :  yet,  while  they  admire,  they 
forbear  to  imitate. 

Signor  Giovanni  Prefta,  another  man  of  let- 
U  3  ters 
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ters  of  Gallipoli  now  living,  who  has  written 
a  very  valuable  book  on  the  properties  of 
different  oils,  fays  that  three  fifths  of  the  lands 
in  this  province  are  planted  with  olive  trees. 
And  the  before-mentioned  Filippo  Briganti 
maintains  that  this  tree  has  not  been  adopted 
as  a  foreign  plant,  from  the  peninfula ;  but 
that  it  is  proper  to  the  foil  *. 

In  this  province  there  is  a  gum  likewife 
found,  which  is  in  high  eftimation.  The 
people  call  it  ragia.  It  exudes  from  the  olive 
tree  ;  and  only  from  the  olive  trees  of  the 
province  of  Terra  di  Bari,  and  of  the  penin- 
fula: though  principally  in  the  latter.  No  in- 
cifion  need  be  made  in  the  bark.  Some  fup- 
pofe  that  the  tree  fpontaneoufly  emits  this 

*  In  fattty  par  che  la  Nutura  ahbia  deftinate,  a  la  ripro- 
duzione  degli  ulivi,  le  fertile  colli  ne  della  Iapiggia -9  ove  tutto 
do,  che  rimane  abbandcnato  alia  fpontanea  vegetaxione  della  ter- 
ra, fi  vede  ricoperto  di  olivajiri  \  che  inalzano  le  fruttifere 
chiome  c I par  degli  alberi  piu  Jpeciofi :  fegno  evident e  che  la 
ferza  produttrice  del  judo  non  adotta,  ma  genera^  quejla  piante~ 
Nature  appears  to  have  deftined  the  fertile  hills  of  Japygia 
to  the  production  of  the  olive  ;  where  the  ground^  when 
left  to  its  own  fpontaneous  efforts,  is  covered  with  olive 
branches;  that  raife  their  beautiful  foliage  equal  to  that  of 
the  fined  trees  :  which  evidently  {hews  it  is  the  produc- 
tive force  of  the  foil  that  generates,  inftead  of  adopting, 
this  plant.  Ejame pel-  p,  70. 
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gum,  which  ufually  hangs  like  a  tear  on  the 
polifhed  bark.  The  country  people  fay  there 
is  a  kind  of  butterfly,  that  lays  its  egg  in  the 
bark  $  from  which  a  caterpillar  is  produced, 
that  frequently  bores  through  the  branch  to 
the  fap,  and  through  this  wound  in  the  branch 
the  gum  exudes  ;  but  no  fuch  are  ever  found ; 
neither  do  the  ancients  mention  this  caterpil- 
lar ;  though,  according  to  the  learned  Signor 
Prefta*,  who  has  written  on  oil,  they  de- 
fcribed  this  gum  by  the  name  of  Ethiopian 
tears  f. 

The  wine  that  is  produced  in  the  country 
of  Gallipoli  is  excellent,  when  it  is  allowed  to 
be  eight  or  ten  years  old. 

I  had  yefterday  agreed  with  a  French  cap- 
tain, who  was  bound  to  Dunkirk  and  ready 
to  fet  fail,  and  who  would  have  taken  us  to 

Cotrone  : 

*  Memoria  fit  i  faggi  diverfi  di  olio,  e  Ju  della  ragia  di 
ulivo  :  da  Giovanni  Presta.  This  is  a  different  work 
and  a  much  lefs  than  that  which  I  have  cited  in  Letter 
LXX1II.  by  the  fame  author,  on  experiments  upon  va- 
rious kinds  of  oil. 

f  Signor  Prefta,  on  this  occafion,  quotes  the  following 
pafTage  from  Baccio  de  vinis  Appulis,  lib.  v.  Gummi 
hie  olea  exfudant  optimum^  quod  chirurgi  Gummi  Elemi  ap- 
pellant.   Gleba  eft  pinguis,  ac  myrrba  injiar  fragranti  odorey 

U  4  « 
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Cotrone:  but  he  has  juft  been  informed  that 
an  armed  veflel  is  waiting  for  him,  off  Capo 
Santa  A  f aria, the  ancient  promontory  of  Leuca. 
It  is  probably  a  veflel  from  Triefte;  for  I  am 
informed  the  French  have  plundered  two 
merchantmen  of  that  place.  The  poor  man 
is  in  great  tribulation.  Amid  the  general  con- 
fufion  of  the  affairs  of  France,  the  French 
confuls  receive  no  inftrucTtions  from  the  mi- 
niftry  ;  and  therefore  can  neither  give  advice 
nor  information. 

Surrounded  by  the  mips  of  all  nations,  the 

ut  non  folum  hi  unguento  prolandcim  extjlimem; — verum  etiam 
prun'is  afperfa  fuffimentum  balfami  in  camer'is  edit  gratiojum> 

fuperans  thuris  et  ftaBce  myrrha  fragrantiam* .  Signer 

Cotunnio,  a  celebrated  phyfician  of  Naples,  has  had  the 
kindnefs  to  give  me  a  fample  of  this  gum.  When  ufed 
as  incenfe,  it  has  a  much  ftronger  odour  than  frankin- 
cenfe.  For  this  reafon,  Signor  Cotunnio  forbids  it  to  be 
ufed  by  lying-in  women,  for  fome  days  •,  and  does  not 
think  it  good  for  perfons  who  have  any  diforder  of  the 
lunjs :  in  which  he  differs  from  a  celebrated  German 
phyfician,  who  had  been  in  Italy.  Signor  Cotunnio  how- 
ever mould  be  belt  acquainted  with  its  effects  as  he  is  a 
native  of  Puglia,  and  comes  from  Ruvo,  which  is  in  the 
Terra  di  Bari. 

:*  The  olive  trees  here  exude  an  excellent  kind  of  gum,  which  the 
furgeons  call  gum  ckmi.  It  is  a  fat  fubftancc,  and  Ins  the  fragrant 
odour  of  myrrh  ;  and  when  thrown  on  hot  coals  emits  a  fragrant 
odour,  that  exceeds  the  perfume  of  frankincenfe,  or  myrrh. 

ftreamers 
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ftreamers  of  which  are  flying,  this  melan- 
choly captain  is  obliged  to  conceal  his  flag: 
for  the  French  are  with  good  reafon  difliked 
here,  as  they  not  only  afford  prote&ion  on 
their  coafts  to  the  African  corfairs  but  give 
them  information  at  fea. 

Before  I  quit  this  province,  I  muft  do  the 
inhabitants,  and  particularly  thofe  of  Puglia, 
the  juftice  to  ftate  that  they  are  a  worthy- 
people  ;  friendly,  difinterefted,  hofpitable,  and 
with  excellent  hearts.  Would  they  could  re- 
collect that  the  traveller  has  more  need  of  re- 
pofe  than  of  reveling  !  That  fome  vifits  are 
pleafant  and  interefting  to  him,  but  that  he 
ftands  in  need  of  his  moments  of  leifure ! 
That  he  muft  be  greatly  incommoded,  after 
a  hot  day's  journey,  by  a  chamber  full  of 
people,  going  in  and  out :  or  by  being  hur- 
ried away  to  view  objects,  which  may  appear 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
imall  town,  but  can  have  few  charms  for 
thofe  who  have  vifited  the  antiquities  of 
Rome,  and  the  grand  works  of  ancient  art ; 
and  that  their  ldndnefs  would  have  double 
worth,  were  it  limply  and  cordially  admi- 
nistered, undebafed  by  the  vain  marks  of 
honour,  and  ignoble  cringing  and  flattery, 
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as  exercifed  by  the  infignificant  babbling  of 
curiofity  !  What  can  a  ftranger  fay  to  peo- 
ple, who  vaunt  of  his  merits  without  ever 
having  feen  him  before ;  of  the  overflow- 
ing cf  the  heart  at  his  arrival;  and  who, 
with  an  expreffion  of  falfe  modefty,  not  un- 
common to  them,  compare  themfelves  to  in- 
fers *? 

*  The  following  cxpretfrons  are   frequent.  Voglia 
cnmpcitire  cclla  noftra   aebole%%a — E  niente  al  fuo  merito> 
alfctto  niente!    Ci  e  niente  degno  di  lei,  ma  ci  e  abondanza  di 
cuare. — u  1  hope  you  will  excufe  our  incapacity — We  have 
*'  nothing  worthy  of  you  5  abfolutely  nothing  !    I  pofi'efs 
*c  nothing  worthy  of  your  notice  :  but  I  have  an  over- 
*  flowing  heart !"  If  you  go  to  fee  a  collection  of  vafes, 
coins,  or  other  curiofities,  they  offer  them  with  the  phrafe 
— E   tutto    alia  fua  difpcftzione  ! — "The  whole.  Sir*  is 
at  vour  difpofal !" — A  nobleman,  whofe  handfome  wife  I 
had  vifited,  and  whom  I  had  the  courage  to  praife,  being 
to  depart  the  next  morning,  anfwered  my  praife  in  the 
prefence  of  a  dignified  ecclefiaftic,  with  E  tutta  alia  dif- 
pofiziofie  del  Signor  Conte !    The  man  certainly  was  not 
ferious  :  but  why  fo  degrading  an  exprelfton  ?    Why  fa 
deballng  a  compliment  as — Sono  un  piccolo  infetto  nel  monde  I 
— "  I  am  but  a  worm,  crawling  on  the  earth  I* 
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LETTER  LXXXII, 

Catanzaro,  2  ill  May  1792. 

It  was  on  the  17th,  half  an  hour 
before  midnight,  that  we  got  under  fail  in 
the  harbour  of  Gallipoli.  During  our  pat 
fage,  the  wind  was  generally  favourable;  but 
fo  weak  that  it  was  eleven  o'clock  of  the  fore- 
noon of  the  19th,  before  we  arrived  at  Co- 
trone  i  although  the  diftance  between  the  two 
places  is  only  from  feventeen  to  eighteen 
German  miles.  We  foon  loft  fight  of  the  flat 
fhores  of  Gallipoli,  and  faw  before  us  the  high 
mountains  of  the  two  Calabrias. 

The  prefent  Terra  (TOiranto  was  called  by 
the  ancients  the  Japygian  peninfula;  and,  in 
its  mod  proper  fenfe,  the  eaft  fide  was  called 
Calabria,  and  the  weft  the  land  of  the  Salen- 
tines.  The  two  provinces,  which  are  now 
called  Calabria  citra  and  Calabria  oltra,  were 
included  under  the  general  name  Lucania:  till 
the  fouth  part  of  this  country,  which  is  now 
called  Calabria  oltra^  according  to  the  account 
of  Diodorus  Siculus,  was  feparated  fram  the 
north  after  the  following  manner, 

*  In 


300  TRAVELS  OF 

"  In  the  firft  year  of  the  106th  Olympiad 
"  [354  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift]  the 
"  country  of  Lucania  was  overrun  by  a  mul- 
"  titude  of  vile  wretches,  mod  of  whom  were 
<£  fugitive  flaves.  At  firft,  they  iubfifted  by 
"  robbery:  but,  after  being  accuftomed  to 
*-  fleep  on  the  bare  earth  and  to  make  incur- 
"  fions,  they  fo  far  inured  themfelves  to  war- 
"  like  enterprifes  that  they  attacked  the  inha- 
"  bitants  of  the  country,  whom  they  quickly 
w  fubdued.  They  firft  took  <Terinq%  which 
"  they  plundered :  after  that  Harponia,  Tbu- 
"  rhimy  and  many  other  towns,  and  founded 
44  a  republic  under  the  name  of  the  Breftii,  or 
"  Bruttii:  becaufe  they  had  moft  of  them 
"  been  Haves  \  and  this  word,  in  the  language 
"  of  the  country,  fignified  runaway  flaves*." 

Before  we  arrived  at  Cotrone,  wre  faw  the 
little  town  of  Strongoli,  built  upon  a  hill  on 
the  fea  coaft.  I  think,  with  Swinburne, 
that  it  was  the  Pctelia  founded  by  Philodetes. 
BelcaJlrOy  which  is  not  built  on  the  fea  fhore, 
cannot  be  the  place  :  though  it  wTas  fo  fup- 
pofed  by  Cluverius.  Pctelia  was  enumerated 
among  the  iea  ports. 

Cotrone  lies  on  the  north  eaft  fide  of  the 

*  Diod.  vol.  ii.  p.  93.  ed.  Weffel. 

province 
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province  of  Calabria  oltra  :  or  of  fouth  Cala- 
bria.   The  origin  of  this  town  is  bewildered 
in  fable.    According  to  Diodorus,  Hercules, 
on  his  paflage  through  Italy,  flew  by  miftake 
a  man  of  the  name  of  Croton  ;  and  promifed 
after  him  a  celebrated  town  fnould  be  named. 
Others  tell  us  this  town  was  founded  by 
Croton,  fon  of  the  King  of  Theffaly  and  the 
judge  of  hell,  JEacus  *.    Others  again  make 
MicylluS)  or  Myfcdlus,  to  be  its  founder  whom 
the  fatirift,  Lucian,  introduces  as  converfmg 
with  Pythagoras,  whofe  foul  had  tranfmi- 
grated  into  a  cock.    Croton  however  was  un- 
doubtedly a  powerful  and  flourifhing  city  at 
the  time  that  Pythagoras,  under  the  govern- 
ment of  the  tyrant  Polycrates,  left  the  ifland  of 
Samos,  his  native  country,  and,  about  the 
year  570  before  Chrift,  came  to  Italy.  This 
great  man  found  the  Crotonians  degraded, 
by  too  much  profperity,  into  voluptuoufnefs, 
and  led  them  back  to  the  paths  of  virtue. 
He  lived  to  be  very  old,'  and  refided  in 
Croton  as  a  venerable  fage  when  the  cele- 
brated war  was  waged  between  that  city 
and  Sybaris  ;  which  was  then  the  mo  ft  pow- 
erful in  Lucania,  or  in  all  Italy.    T&lys,  a 

*  Dlod.  vol.  i  p,  s.-o- 

powerful 
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powerful  demagogue  of  Sybaris,  exercifed 
thofe  political  arts  that  were  and  are  common 
to  ancient  and  modern  demagogues  ;  and  en- 
deavoured to  fucceed  by  making  hin:relf  re- 
fpefled  among  the  people,  and  by  exciting  an 
antipathy  in  them  againft  the  grandees  and 
•the  wealthy,  that  thus  they  might  favour  his 
ufurpations.  He  perfuaded  his  fellow  citizens 
to  banifh  five  hundred  of  the  richeft  perfons 
of  the  place,  and  to  divide  their  property 
among  themfelves.  The  fugitives  fought  and 
found  a  refuge  in  Croton  ;  and,  by  the  advice 
of  Tarys,  ambafTadors  were  fent  thither,  re* 
quiring  thofe  men  to  be  delivered  up,  or  me- 
nacing war.  The  people  and  the  fenate  of 
Croton  hefitated,  between  the  fhamefully  relin- 
quishing the  facred  rights  of  hofpitality  and 
undertaking  a  difaftrous  war.  The  people  in- 
clined, as  ufually  happens,  to  that  fide  which 
appeared  to  them  leaft  dangerous ;  till  Pytha- 
goras excited  in  them  a  fenfe  of  juftice  and 
fentiments  of  heroifm,  and  the  fugitives  were 
not  delivered  up. 

Three  hundred  thoufand  Sybarites  were 
oppofed  to  one  hundred  thoufand  Crotonians, 
who  were  led  by  the  famous  wreftler,  Milo, 
a  conqueror  that  had  been  fix  times  crowned 

at 
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ait  the  Olympic  games.  Adorned  with  his 
victor's  crown,  clothed  in  a  lion's  hide,  and 
armed  with  a  club,  he  led  his  fellow  citizens 
againft  the  effeminate  multitude  of  the  Sy- 
barites *. 

The  Sybarites  were  put  to  flight;  and  molt 
of  them  fell  under  the  fword  of  the  enraged 

*  The  effeminacy  and  excefs  of  the  Sybarites  became 
proverbial,  among  the  ancients.  If  any  man  affected  a 
courtly  gait,  they  faid  he  walked  like  a  Sybarite.  They 
were  famous  for  cookery.  Like  the  nobility  of  France, 
they  did  not  think  it  beneath  their  dignity  to  ftudy  this 
art.  The  mod  notorious  among  them  "was  one  Myn- 
dirides  •,  who,  when  he  went  to  demand  the  daughter  of 
Clifthenes,  the  tyrant  of  Sicyon,  took  with  him  a  thou- 
fand  fowlers,  a  thoufand  fimermen,  and  a  thoufand  cooks  ; 
but  he  did  not  obtain  the  tyrant's  daughter.  This  Syba- 
rite ufed  to  fleep  on  rofe  leaves ;  and  would  complain  of 
his  reft  being  difiurbed,  if  he  happened  to  be  molefted 
by  the  doubling  of  a  leaf.  Seeing  a  labourer  once  with  si 
hoe,  raifing  his  arm  to  hoe  the  earth,  the  fight  gave  him 
fuch  a  fenfe  of  wearinefs  that  he  commanded  the  man  to 
be  gone. 

It  is  related  of  the  Sybarites  that  they  taught  their 
horfes  to  dance  to  the  found  of  the  flute,  at  their  ban- 
quets. The  tale  that  the  people  of  Croton  profited  by 
this,  played  the  known  tune  during  the  battle,  and  thus 
fuddenly  made  the  horfes  begin  to  dance,  by  which  the 
ranks  were  confufed  and  the  riders  thrown,  is  no  doubt  a 
pleafantry,  invented  by  fome  humorous  fatirift. 

7  victors, 
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viftors,  who  deftroyed  Sybaris  *•  Tins  hap* 
pened  in  the  third  year  of  the  67th  01ym«> 
piad,  507  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and 
fifty-eight  years  afterward  Sybaris  was  rebuilt 
by  the  Theflalians.  Six  years  after  that,  they 
were  again  driven  away  by  the  Crotonians ; 
and  fought  prote&ion  from  Sparta  and  Athens. 
The  Athenians  liftened  to  them,  fent  a  fqua- 
dron  of  ten  fhips,  and  protected  them  while 
they  built  a  new  city  ;  which  was  called  Thu+ 
rion^  from  the  fountain  Thuria^  and  by  the 
Romans  T/juriumf. 

At  the  time  that  Pyrrhus  invaded  Italy, 
Croton  was  twelve  Italian  miles  in  circum- 
ference :  that  is,  two  common  German,  or 
three  geographical,  miles.  After  the  war  of 
Pyrrhus,  the  city  was  fcarcely  half  inhabited  ; 
and  the  river  JEfarus,  which  had  divided 
Croton,  flowed  through  uninhabited  places  J. 

Eight  years  after  the  fecond  Punic  war, 

*  The  Count,  in  the  true  fph  it  of  virtue  and  philofo- 
phy,  has  declared  himfelf  an  enemy  to  war.  It  was  in  a 
moment  of  forgetfulnefs,  or  he  could  not  have  praifed 
the  vicious,  the  unphilofophical,  advice  of  Pythagoras : 
to  which  thoufands  fell  victims  *,  and  in  confequence  of 
which  a  mighty  city  was  razed.  T. 

f  Diod.  $  Liv.  xxiv.  c.  3. 

when 
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when  Scipio  Africanus  was  again  chofen  Con- 
Jul  and  Tiberius  Sempronius  Gracchus  his 
colleague,  the  Romans  fent  a  colony  hither  *. 

During  one  Olympiad,  feven  Crotonians 
obtained  the  prize  for  fwiftnefs.  It  was  a 
proverb  that  the  lad  of  the  Crotonians  was 
the  firft  of  the  Greeks.  As  healthy  as  a  Cro- 
toilian  was  another  proverb  :  yet  is  this  place, 
at  prefent,  notorious  for  its  bad  air  ! 

in  early  times,  Croton  was  an  excellent 
fchool  for  phyficians.  Democedes  was  a  na- 
tive of  this  city.  Leaving  his  fevere  father, 
he  went  to  JEgina ;  where,  although  he  had 
brought  no  inftruments  of  his  art  with  him, 
he  furpaffed  the  beft  phyficians :  for  phy- 
ficians in  thofe  days  were  aifo  furgeons.  In 
the  fecond  year  of  his  refidence  there,  the 
iEginet^e  rewarded  him  by  a  falary  of  a  talent. 
He  afterward  went  to  Athens,  for  higher  pay ; 
and  from  thence  to  Polycrates,  the  tyrant  of 
Samos,  for  the  annual  ftipend  of  two  talentsl 
Herodotus  tells  us  that,  in  thefe  times,  the 
Crotonians  were  the  people  molt  celebrated 
for  the  art  of  healing. 

Polycrates  took  him  with  him,  when  he 
failed  to  vifit  the  Perfian  governor  of  Sardis, 
*  Strabo. 

Vol.  III.  X  Oroetes  $ 
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Oroetes ;  by  whom  Polycrates  was  treachcf- 
cufly  put  to  death. 

When  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  King 
of  the  Perfians,  had  put  Oroetes  to  death,  he 
afterward  fprained  his  foot  as  he  alighted  from 
his  horfe,  after  hunting.  The  Egyptian  phy- 
ficians,  by  whom  he  was  attended,  for  the 
Egyptians  in  ancient  times  were  celebrated  for 
their  medical  fkill,  gave  him  pain  without 
relief.  The  King  had  feven  fleeplefs  nights ; 
and  on  the  eighth  day  Democedes  was  re- 
commended to  him,  who  appeared  before  the 
King  in  the  mean  habit  of  a  (lave,  and  loaded 
with  chains.  Democedes  long  perfifted  that  he 
\vas  unacquainted  with  the  medical  art ;  for 
he  feared  that,  if  known,  he  fhould  not  be 
iuftered  to  return  to  Greece.  Being  however 
threatened  feverely  by  Darius,  and,  after  the 
royal  manner  of  all  ages,  menaced  with  the 
torture,  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  been 
acquainted  with  a  phyfician  and  had  obtained 
fome  fkill  in  the  fcience.  Darius  put  himfelf 
under  Democedes ;  who  mortly  reftored  the 
King,  by  the  means  of  ftrong  fomentations. 
On  this,  he  was  prefented  with  two  pair  of 
golden  fetters.  "  What,"  faid  Democedes  to 
the  monarch,  cC  will  you  double  my  evils  for 

"  having 
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*£  having  reftored  you  to  health  ?"  The  good- 
humoured  King  was  fo  pleafed  with  this  fally 
that  he  fent  Democedes  to  his  women,  by 
whom  he  was  richly  rewarded,  and  would 
have  hanged  the  Egyptian  phyficians  had  not 
Democedes  entreated  for  their  pardon. 

Soon  afterward  Atofla,  the  wife  of  Darius 
and  the  daughter  of  Cyrus  the  Great,  fent  for 
Democedes ;  for  fhe  had  long  concealed  an 
abfccfs  in  her  breafc.  The  difeafe  by  this 
time  was  become  dangerous.  He  promifed  a 
cure,  provided  fhe  would  make  an  oath  to 
ferve  him  in  return. 

He  kept  his  word,  and,  inftrucled  by  him, 
Atofla  advifed  her  hufband  to  make  war  upon 
the  Greeks,  that  he  might  gain  renown  in  his 
youth,  and  bring  into  captivity  the  women  of 
JEgina,  Attica,  and  Corinth.  "  Thou  haft  a 
"  man,"  faid  Hie,  "  whofe  knowledge  of  the 
"  country  will  do  thee  great  fervice :  it  is 
"  Democedes,  who  cured  thy  foot." 

The  converfation  of  Atofla  produced  its 
effect  on  Darius,  and  he  fent  Democedes, 
with  fifteen  of  the  principal  perfons  of  Perfia, 
to  Phanke.  Here  they  armed  two  galleys, 
vifited  many  of  the  fea  ports  of  Greece,  and 
landed  at  laft  at  Tarentum.  Ariftophilides, 
X  2  who 
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who  governed  Tarentum  and  was  a  native  of 
Croton,  imprifoned  the  Perfians,  as  fpies  ;  and 
Democedes,  who  had  formed  this  plan  only 
to  return  to  h'i6  own  country,  went  to  Croton. 

When  he  was  there,  Ariitophilides  fet  the 
Perfians  at  liberty,  and  reftored  them  all  their 
effects.  They  failed  to  Croton,  purfued  De- 
mocedcs,  and  found  him  in  the  public  place. 
Some  of  the  citizens,  fearful  of  the  power  of 
the  Great  King,  would  have  delivered  him 
up  to  the  Perfians :  but  others  fell  upon  and 
beat  them,  being  warned  by  the  fufferers  in 
vain. 

When  they  were  at  laft  allowed  to  depart, 
Democedes  accofted  them  and  bade  them  in- 
form the  King  that  he  had  married  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  wreftler,  Milo,  whofe  fame  was  not 
unknown  to  Perfia 

Philolaus,  a  citizen  of  Croton,  the  fcholat 
of  the  great  Archytas  of  Tarentum,  firft  taught 
that  the  fun  flood  ftill,  and  that  the  earth 
moved  round  it  in  an  ellipfis. 

Theocritus  lays  the  fcenc  of  his  fourth  idyl 
in  this  country. 

This  city,  one  of  the  moft  powerful  of 
Magna  Grecia  in  the  time  cf  its  profperity,  is 

*  Herod,  lib.  iii. 

now 
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now  funk  to  a  wretched  little  town,  which 
contains  about  five  thoufand  fouls.  Its  name, 
Cotrone^  is  an  alteration  of  its  ancient  name ; 
after  the  manner  in  which  the  Neapolitans, 
and  the  people  of  Sicily,  are  accuftomed  to 
arrange  their  letters.  Thus  the  common 
people  call  the  ifland  of  Capri  Crapi :  Capra, 
a  goat,  crapa.  In  (lead  of  padule^  a  marfh, 
they  fay  palude  :  and  the  Grotta  Minarda^  a 
place  in  Puglia,  they  call  Grotta  Miranda. 
They  have  derived  this  manner  of  arranging 
their  letters  from  their  Greek  anceftors. 

Cotrone  is  fupported  by  commerce  ;  chiefly 
of  grain,  and  cheefe  :  though  it  likewife  trades 
in  oil,  and  filk. 

On  our  arrival,  a  houfe  was  prepared  for 
us,  which  is  deftined  for  an  engineer ;  under 
whofe  fuperintendance  the  haven  is  to  be 
improved,  and  which  it  is  hoped  will  render 
the  air  more  healthy.  Scarcely  had  we  taken 
poffeffion  of  this  houfe  before  three  different 
gentlemen  of  the  town  came,  and  entreated 
us  to  go  with  them.  We  accepted  the  invi- 
tation of  Don  Antonio  Marzano ;  whofe  re- 
ception was  warm  and  friendly.  Neither  he 
nor  his  friends,  who,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  country,  affembled  to  vifit  the  ftrangers, 
X  3  were 
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were  fo  exceflively  polite  as  the  people  of 
Puglia :  whofe  civilities  I  fometimes  did  not 
know  how  to  interpret. 

The  good  people,  who  had  haflily  prepared 
the  empty  houfe  of  the  engineer  for  our  re- 
ception, refufed  to  accept  any  cornpenfation 
for  their  trouble. 

Don  Antonio  gave  us  a  refrefhment  of  ice; 
and  then  became  our  guide  through  the  city, 
where  we  beheld  the  formerly  famous  river  of 
JEfarus,  which  is  now  called  Efaro.  The 
ancients  derived  its  name  from  Mfarus,  a, 
huntfman,  who  fell  into  the  river  as  he  was 
purfuing  a  hind. 

The  inhabitants  fay  that  it  was  formerly 
navigable  ;  but  that  the  greateft  part  of  its 
waters  have  found  a  fubterranean  paffage,  by 
which  the  ftream  has  in  part  been  dried  up, 
I  do  not  infift  upon  the  truth  of  this  opinion  : 
for,  though  an  earthquake  might  have  eafily 
produced  fuch  a  change,  if  I  do  not  miilake, 
Pliny  has  remarked  that  this  city  never  was 
vifited  with  earthquakes.  Lefs  ftreams  than 
this- have  exercifed  the  vanity  and  patriotic 
prejudices  of  the  Greeks;  and  have  been  dc* 
fcribed  by  them  as  mighty  rivers. 

The  Efaru^  at  certain  times,  rifes  very  high  ; 

anct 
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and  no  longer  ago  than  laft  Auguft,  fwepn 
away  a  lofty  ftone  bridge,  ere&ed  on  arches, 
which  is  now  rebuilding.  It  likewife  laid 
wafte  the  gardens. 

According  to  the  probable  opinion  of  Clu- 
verius,  the  Stomalimnon,  where  the  herdfman 
of  Theocritus  paftured  his  cattle,  is  at  the 
mouth  of  this  riven  The  poet  praifes  the  fer- 
tility of  the  pafturage  ;  and  I  have  feldom  feen 
a  finer  growth  of  grafs.  I  found  canary  feed, 
which  we  fometimes  rear  in  our  gardens  as 
food  for  the  canary  bird,  growing  wild.  The 
aromatic  odour  of  the  plants  and  fhrubs  fills 
the  air.  The  high  red  trefoil,  which  is  reared 
in  fields  by  the  inhabitants  of  Terra  di  Lav  or 
here  grows  wild  in  abundance.  But  it  is  not 
fo  full  in  the  ear  as  there;  though  it  has  larger 
flowers,  and  fpreads  over  the  ground  like  our 
yellow  lotus  :  from  which  it  is  only  diftin- 
guifhable  by  its  colour,  and  fuperior  fize.  The 
Italians  call  both  this  that  grows  wild,  and  that 
which  is  cultivated,  prato ;  and  prefer  it  to  all 
other  fodder,  efpecially  for  horfes.  I  will  en- 
deavour to  procure  feed  of  this  valuable  plant ; 
for  it  is  certainly  worth  making  an  experi- 
ment, to  know  if  it  will  thrive  in  our  foil. 

X  4  The 
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The  licorice  root  grows  wild,  and  is  made 
a  branch  of  commerce,  in  this  country. 

The  waters,  left  by  the  overflowing  of  the 
river  and  the  decaying  ftate  of  the  haven, 
have  doubtlefs  occafioned  the  bad  air  of  the 
place  ;  which  has  been  increafed  by  the  nar- 
rownefs  of  the  ftreets,  and  the  want  of  cleanli- 
nefs  in  the  inhabitants. 

Near  the  town,  we  faw  a  large  bean  field, 
planted  as  it  were  in  defiance  of  Pythagoras. 

Charles  the  Fifth  furrounded  Cotrone  with 
a'ftrong  wall:  but  this  town  cannot  ftand  a 
fiege,  for  want  of  water.  The  fountain  which 
fupplies  it  rifes  without  the  walls;  and  the 
mills  (land  at  a  certain  diftance. 

Six  Italian  miles  fouth  of  the  city,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  promontory  of  Lacinium, 
the  temple  of  the  Lacinian  juno  flood  ;  which, 
Livy  tells  us,  was  as  celebrated  as  Croton  Itfelf. 
It  was  revered  by  all  the  neighbouring  people. 
A  lofty  grove,  furrounded  by  pines,  contained 
the  herds  that  were  confecrated  to  the  goddefs; 
and  they  paftured  there  without  a  keeper.  Not 
many  years  fince,  there  were  large  remains  of 
this  temple ;  and  the  Italians  call  the  pro- 
montory after  the  -pillars  of  this  temple  Capo 

dclk 
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delle  Colonnc.  The  grove  ftill  flourifhes  :  but 
the  flones  have  been  taken  to  repair  the 
haven  ;  from  which  depredation  not  even  the 
iupporiuun  that  Pythagoras  had  taught  there 
couid  protect  them.  The  grove  too  is  cut, 
for  the  burning  01  bricks.  Riedefel,  a  learned 
anti .juarian,  imagined  he  difcovered  a  part 
of  the  ancient  temple,  in  the  ruins  which  were 
called  Scuola  d$  Pitagora :  or,  the  fchool  of 
Pythagoras.  There  is  only  one  pillar  now 
{landing,  which  is  fo  large  that  wre  could 
plainly  fee  it  from  Cotrone. 

As  we  were  yefterday  intending  to  leave 
the  place,  I  wras  invited  with  great  kindnefs 
and  cordiality,  by  Don  Antonio,  to  Hand  god- 
father for  the  child  of  which  his  young  wife 
is  pregnant. 

Almoft  the  whole  country  between  Cotrone 
and  Catanzaro,  a  tract  of  forty  Italian  miles, 
confifts  of  hilly  paftures.  The  large  growth 
of  the  thiftle  and  the  tilled  lands,  on  which 
we  faw  excellent  wheat,  denote  the  fertility  of 
the  foil :  yet  thefe  miki  regions  maintain  few 
inhabitants.  Neglect,  the  oppreffions  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  high  rents  which  the  no- 
bles exact  from  the  peafantry,  prevent  many 
from  marriage  ;  that  pureft  fpring  of  domeftic 

felicity, 
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felicity,  that  beft  fupport  of  the  power  of  a 
nation.  For  this  reaibn  the  country  hvarms 
with  beafts  of  prey.  Foxes  are  innumerable  ; 
and  Don  Antonio,  who  like  Nimrod  is  a 
mighty  hunter,  vaunts  of  having  killed  three 
hundred  foxes,  and  many  wolves,  with  his 
own  hand.  The  wolves  are  bold  enough  to 
feize  on  iingle  cows,  and  mares,  at  pafture  : 
but  if  a  cow,  or  mare,  perceive  the  wolf,  it 
litters  a  well-known  cry,  on  which  the  whole 
herd  comes  in  aid. 

This  beautiful  province  is  like  wife  injured 
by  the  want  of  roads ;  for  it  does  not  pofleis 
one  high  road  that  is  kept  in  repair.    Nor  is 
Calabria  c'rtra  better  provided.     The  high 
road  from  Naples  proceeds  no  farther  than 
the  Lago  Nero,  in  the  province  of  Bafilicata. 
It  is  indeed  to  be  continued  to  Reggio :  but  is 
one  high  road  fuiheient  for  thefe  noble  pro- 
vinces r    The  foot  roads  are  only  paifable  in 
fummer ;  and  then  are  wretched.    The  over- 
flowing ftreams  leave  large  cracks  in  the  earth  ; 
which  we  at  hrll  fuppofed  to  be  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  earthquake  of  1783,  by  which 
this  country  was  deiblated.    We  rode  over 
the  beds  of  waters  that  were  now  partly  dry, 
and  partly  humid  ;  the  breadth  of  which,  with 
-  thq 
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the  magged  and  demolifhed  fhores  and  the 
deeo  gaping  crevices,  prove  how  high  they 
rife  at  the  end  of  fummer,  and  in  winter. 
An  Italian  gentleman  faid  to  me,  "  A  town 
fituated  at  a  diftance  might  fuffer  dearth,  after 
a  bad  harveft,  becaufe  the  people  of  our 
countrv  have  no  means  of  tranfporting  their 
fuperfiuitv." 

The  roads  are  neither  fo  dangerous  as  they 
are  generally  faid  to  be  in  Naples,  where  the 
caution  given  to  travellers  is  very  terrifying, 
nor  yet  fo  fecure  as  fome  travellers  have 
affirmed.  We  have  travelled  through  all 
Puglia,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  travellers, 
without  an  armed  efcort ;  and  have  fufFered 
no  attack  from  robbers.  However,  we  met 
prifoners,  who  had  been  taken  up  for  acT:s  of 
outrage  lately  committed.  The  prifons  indeed 
are  full.  There  are  now  in  this  town  more 
than  three  hundred  prifoners,  and  moft  of 
them  robbers  :  but  it  frequently  happens  that 
they  lie  years  before  they  are  brought  to  trial. 
A  fingle  officer,  called  the  Scrivano^  under- 
takes the  profecution  of  all  malefactors  ;  and 
his  favour  is  frequently  to  be  bought.  A 
fum  of  money  will  induce  him  to  varnifb  over 

the 
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the  greateft  crimes  as  trifles  ;  and  thus  pro- 
cure the  liberty  of  the  criminals:  while  others, 
for  infignificant  offences,  are  kept  many  years 
in  fetters,  and,  as  guilty  perfons,  conhgned  to 
the  intercourfe  of  guilt. 

Several  of  the  Scrivani  have  been  fent  to 
the  galleys  by  the  regent  of  Naples  ;  who  is 
of  the  family  of  the  Medici,  and  Prefident  of 
the  Court  of  Juftice.  He  labours  with  zeal 
and  courage  againft  thefe  pernicious  abufes  ; 
and  Naples  itfelf  may  thank  him  for  its  fafety  : 
but  he  combats  with  a  hydra,  which  rears  its 
innumerable  heads  through  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  and,  while  they  bend  beneath  his  club, 
are  not  exterminated. 

A  prince,  by  whom  as  travellers  we  were 
entertained  at  Cotrone,  yefterday  fupplied  us 
with  an  efcort  of  four  armed  horfemen  ; 
whom  we  difmiffed  after  wre  had  travelled 
half  the  way. 

The  high  nobility  had  formerly  the  right 
of  exacting  a  heavy  tax  upon  travellers  ;  for 
which  if  required  it  was  their  duty  to  furnifh 
an  armed  efcort :  but  the  King  has  lately  de-» 
manded  to  examine  the  proofs  on  which  they 
exact  thefe  tolls,  and  they  are  now  abolifhed. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  Baroni  %  however,  who  could  produce 
lufficient  documents  received  an  indemnifica- 
tion ;  and  they  are  now  all  releafed  from  the 
neceflity  of  furniftiing  an  efcort,  which  is  pro- 
vided by  the  King.  Formerly  the  men  em- 
ployed by  the  nobility  for  this  fervice  received 
three  or  four  times  the  pay  of  a  foldier. 

Our  guide  took  us  to  a  houfe  on  the  road, 
which  Ave  fuppofed  to  have  been  an  inn  ;  but, 
as  foon  as  we  had  difmounted,  the  maftef 
came  out  with  a  friendly  welcome.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  Catanzaro,  who  yearly  refides 
at  his  country  feat  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
during  a  part  of  June.  It  is  at  fome  diftance 
from  the  fea ;  and  the  badnefs  of  the  air  ob- 
liges him  annually  to  quit  it  fo  early.  This 
bad  air  is  entirely  occafioned  by  the  want  of 
cultivation :  the  unplowed  earth,  which  is 
only  ufed  as  pafture,  gapes  beneath  the  parch- 
ing fun  ;  and  injurious  vapours  rife  from  the 
crevices.  Magna  Grecia  was  once  a  moft  po- 
pulous country  ;  aftonifhingly  populous  ;  and 
no  lefs  healthful :  but  it  was  when  agriculture 
flourifhed. 

*  The  title  of  Barone  (igniSes,  In  both  kingdoms,  a 
landholder  of  the  high  nobility ;  whether  prince,  duke, 
marquis,  or  count. 

5  Our 
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Our  wretched  horfes,  and  ftill  worfe  furrip* 
ter  mules,  obliged  us  to  travel  a  part  of  out 
way  (I  mould  have  mifufed  the  Word  had  I 
called  it  road)  by  night.    We  frequently  tra- 
vel-fed uneven  ground,  came  to  fteep  decli- 
vities, and  paffed  along  fmall  paths,  where 
the  earth  was  broken  up  and  gaping,  and 
fometitnes  obliged  to  defcend   hills,  down 
which  it  was  impofTible  to  go  fafely  on  foot 
without  the  utmoft  care.    Yet  we  were  only 
a  league  diftant  from  the  principal  city  of  the 
province  !    Difpleafed  as  we  were  with  our 
guides  we  difmified  them  at  Catanzaro,  in 
certain  expectation,  of  being  better  fupplied 
with  horfes  for  ourfelves  and  our  luggage : 
but  they   are  all  gone  to  a  neighbouring 
market,  and  here  we  muft  for  the  prefent  re- 
main ;   fortunate  in  having  found  an  inn 
which,  in  this  country,  is  of  a  very  capital 
kind,  though  in  Germany  it  would  only  be 
considered  as  an  alehoufe. 

Catanzaro  is  built  on  a  tolerably  high  futn- 
mit,  among  mountains;  and  the  profpecl from 
the  city  to  thefe  green  ftiady  heights  is  plea* 
fant.  The  dreadful  earthquake  of  1783  ex- 
tended to  this  place ;  and  the  inhabitants 
whofe  houfes  were  thrown  down,  as  well 
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as  thofe  who  wifhed  to  guard  again  ft  future 
fhocks,  built  fmaller  houfes  on  a  woody  height 
near  the  city.  Thefe  houfes,  which  the  Ita- 
lians call  barracks,  are  of  brick  and  wood  ; 
and  generally  have  only  one  ftory :  though 
moft  of  the  houfes  in  Italy  are  lofty,  and  built 
of  hewn  ftone.  Thefe  little  habitations,  being 
light  and  capable  of  yielding  to  the  fhock,  are 
much  lefs  dangerous.  They  are  pleafantly 
lituated,  among  gardens;  and  are  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  city  itfelf,  the  houfes  of  which 
are  high,  and  the  ftreets  narrow-,  and  dirty, 

Catanzaro  may  contain  about  twTelve  thou- 
fand  inhabitants.  It  is  the  refidence  of  the 
prefident  of  the  province  ;  and  is  likewife  the 
feat  of  the  bifhop. 

-The  principal  people  have  country  houfes 
on  the  fea  fide,  at  the  diftance  of  a  German 
mile  from  the  city ;  where  they  refide  during 
May  and  a  part  of  June,  till  they  are  driven 
away  by  the  unhealthy  air.  Catanzaro  is  fur- 
rounded  with  hills  ;  and  to  the  neareft  valley 
there  is  a  broad  paved  road,  from  which  the 
owners  of  the  country  houfes  proceed  along 
the  fandy  bed  of  a  river,  which  is  dried  up  in 
fummer,  and  which  ferves  them  as  a  high 
road. 

The 
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The  chief  fupport  of  the  city  confifts  in  the 
manufacture  of  iilks  of  various  kinds. 


LETTER  LXXXIIL 

Oppido,  24th  May  179^, 

W^E  left  Catanzaro  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  220,  juft.  as  the  beams  of  day 
were  breaking  upon  the  tops  of  the  furround- 
rftgj  mountains.  We  rode  along  fmall  foot 
paths,  and  paffed  the  hills  that  were  fragrant 
with  the  morning  dew,  and  the  flowery  paf- 
tures,  the  beautiful  herbage  of  which  rendered 
them  delightful.  The  herds  were  grazing  orf 
the  fruitful  lands  below  us  ;  and  here  and 
there,  toward  the  fea,  we  perceived  a  fhady 
grove. 

The  cattle  of  this  province  are  very  fine, 
ftrong,  and  numerous.  The  horfes  are  nim- 
ble, fiery,  and  well  proportioned.  Thofe  on 
which  we  were  mounted  actively  climbed  up' 
the  fteep  foot  path. 

Having  alcended  the  hill,  we  came  to  a 

larger 
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large  foreft  of  oaks  ;  of  which  trees  there 
were  feveral  kinds  that  were  unknown  to  us. 
The  leaves  of  fome  of  them  were  of  a  clear 
green,  almoft  pointed  in  the  middle,  and 
feemed  to  load  the  branches.  Between  the 
oaks  large  cork  trees  grew ;  while  the  wild 
vine  twined  round  the  higheft  tops  of  thefe 
trees,  and,  in  the  ranknefs  of  their  growth, 
dropped  again  quite  to  the  ground,  or  inter- 
mingled with  the  fprouts  of  the  honey-fuckles. 
Here  too  the  tall  myrtle  fpread  out  its  branch- 
es, like  our  holly  oak. 

We  had  fuddenly  a  view  of  the  fea,  and  of 
a  mountain  that  towered  amid  the  billows. 
At  firft,  we  imagined  that  it  was  Mount  iEtna, 
and  that  we  difcovered  its  crater  in  the  depth 
between  its  forked  fummits  :  but,  on  better 
information,  we  found  it  to  be  the  volcanic 
mountain  of  the  ifland  of  Stromboli.  We 
likewife  had  a  view  of  Lipari,  and  of  an- 
other of  the  Lipari  iflands. 

The  mulberry  trees  are  large,  and  fpread- 
ing ;  and,  among  the  wild  flowers,  I  faw  the 
odoriferous  pea  flower,  laihyrus,  of  our  gar- 
dens ;  both  the  dark  kind  and  the  more 
odoriferous  clear  red.  Here  too  was  the  fmall 
blue  iris :  the  large  grows  wild  near  Naples, 

Vol.  III.  y  'and 
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and  the  yellow  kind  Is  very  common  in  the 
ifland  of  Nifida. 

At  Fonda co  del  Fico,  which  Swinburne  fup- 
pofed  to  be  the  Fundus  Sic*?,  from  which 
during  his  baniiliment  Cicero  wrote  fame  of 
his  letters  to  Atticus,  we  paffed  the  mid  day 
under  a  large  poplar  ;  belide  a  fpring,  which 
forms  a  rivulet,  that  ran  murmuring  under 
alder  trees.  This  beautiful  tree  is  feldom  feea 
in  Italy. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  faw  five  of  the  Lipari 
iflands,  advancing  out  of  the  clear  blue  flood 
like  individual  mountains ;  and  on  the  fide 
next  us,  the  curving  bay  of  Santa  Eufemia, 
enclofed  by  ridges  of  hills  rifing  one  behina1 
the  other. 

We  arrived  at  Montdconc  as  the  fun  went 
down.  This  town  gives  its  name  to  one  of 
the  moft  powerful  vaffals  of  the  two  king- 
doms ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  to  the  mod 
powerful  of  them  all.  The  Duke  of  Monte- 
leone  it  is  laid,  by  the  abolifhing  of  the  tolls, 
which  were  exacled  by  the  Baroni^  will  lofe 
a  yearly  revenue  of  fifteen  thoufand  ducats  ; 
equal  to  fifteen  thoufand  rix- dollars. 

This  town  was  founded  by  the  Greeks  of 
Locri  ;  by  whom  it  was  called  Hippo,  or  Hip- 

ponium. 
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ponium.  From  them  it  was  taken  by  the 
Brutit ;  and  from  the  Brutii  by  the  Romans, 
who  fent  a  colony  hither  and  named  it  Vibona 
Vahntia.  . 

This  charming  country  was  the  feat  of 
love,  in  the  fables  of  the  Greeks  :  and  here 
Proferpine,  as  a  virgin  nymph,  frequently 
came  from  Sicily,  to  gather  the  flowers  of 
Hipponinm.  The  town  is  fituated  on  a  gentle 
declivity  of  the  fea  fhore,  on  which  Agatho- 
cles  once  built  a  pier.  The  furrounding 
country  is  fhady,  fertile,  and  hilly.  It  might 
well  be  faid  that,  when  Proferpine  was  the 
bride  of  Pluto,  and  had  received  Sicily  from 
Jupiter  as  a  marriage  gift,  {he  configned  the 
ihores  to  her  mother  Ceres  ;  for  they  every 
where  abound  in  grain. 

The  town  was  almofl  deftroyed  by  the 
earthquake  of  178  3  ;  and  it  now  chiefly  con-*- 
fifts  of  fhops,  built  of  wood,  and  houfes,  built 
of  wood,  brick,  and  mortar.  Thefe  kind  of 
barracks,  as  they  are  called  by  the  Italians,  are 
frequently  more  expenfive  than  (tone  houfes  ; 
in  a  country  where  wood  is  fcarce,  and  ftone 
abundant. 

We  yefterday  left  this  ill  built  charmingly 

Y  2  fituated 
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lituated  place;  round  which  we  faw  fmalj 
groves,  paftures,  and  rich  corn  fields. 

We  paffed  through  Milcto ;  a  fmall  town, 
that  was  built  by  the  Milefians^  after  Darius, 
the  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  had  deftroyed  their  city. 
This  little  place  was  likewife  deftroyed  by  the 
earthquake  of  1783,  and  confifts  at  prefent  of 
low  barracks. 

The  woody  Apennines  now  rofe  on  our 
left,  the  fea  was  in  our  front,  and  beyond  it 
the  mountains  of  Sicily;  appearing,  as  it  were, 
to  form  one  chain  with  the  Apennines,  while, 
at  the  back  of  the  Sicilian  hills,  the  naked  head 
and  interfered  back  of  iEtna  rofe.  Ics  clouds 
of  fmoke  funk  downward  ;  and,  ftretching 
out,  darkened  the  horizon. 

We  did  net  lofe  nVht  of  this  vaft  moun- 

o 

tain,  as  we  palfed  through  the  fertile  valley  of 
RofTcirno  ;  the  woody  hills  of  which  concealed 
the  mountains  of  Sicily  on  our  right,  and  the 
Apennines  on  our  left. 

RaffarnQ  was  called,  by  the  Greeks,  Me- 
dama  ;  and  this  little  town  was  likewife  in 
part  ruined  by  the  earthquake.  It  is  charm- 
ingly fituated,  between  a  broad  river  and  a 
plentiful  fpring. 

Large 
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Large  plantations  of  olive  trees  are  met 
ivith  between  Roflarno  and  Oppido  ;  and  the 
olive  tree  has  a  much  finer  appearance  in  this 
province  than  in  other  parts  of  Italy.  Nor 
is  it  here  grafted,  but  fuffered  to  grow  in  all 
its  native  beauty.  Thofe  that  are  grafted 
have  the  appearance  of  the  mutilated  village 
willow  ;  but  thofe  that  are  left  unmolefted 
look  like  the  tall  willow  with  fpreading 
branches. 

The  olive  tree  will  not  only  bear  without 
grafting  here,  but  it  is  affirmed  that,  though  it 
only  produces  once  in  two  years,  its  fruit  is 
more  abundant,  and  finer,  than  that  of  the 
grafted  annual  olive.  I  certainly  never  faw 
olive  trees  fo  full  of  bloom  as  thefe  ;  and  the 
flowers  are  much  larger  than  thofe  ufually 
feen  on  other  olive  trees. 

Thefe  ungrafted  olives  muft  not  be  con- 
founded writh  the  wild  olive  which  is  the 
fpontaneous  production  of  nature,  in  thefe 
provinces. 

The  prefent  Oppido  is  built  on  a  kind  of 
broad  terrace  of  the  wroody  Apennines,  three 
Italian  miles  diftant  from  the  former  Oppido  ; 
which,  on  the  fifth  of  February  1783,  was 
entirely  deftroyed  by  the  earthquake  :  or  ra- 
Y  %  ther 
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6  * 

ther  engulphed,  by  what  may  be  called  a 
whirlpool  of  the  opening  earth,  for  it  was  the 
centre  of  this  terrible  calamity* 

A  canon,  who  had  been  an  eye  witnefs  of 
this  horrible  event,  told  me  that  the  motion 
of  the  earth  was  like  that  of  the  billows  of  the 
fea. 

We  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner* 
yefterday  evening,  by  the  Bifhop  ;  who  en- 
tered upon  his  office  but  a  few  weeks  fince. 
The  refidence  of  the  Bifhop  is  not  yet  rebuilt, 
and  he  lives  in  a  barrack  ;  with  which  he  has 
been  furnifhed  by  one  of  the  town's  people. 

This  morning,  we  rode  among  the  moun- 
tains by  paths  that  were  almoft  impaffable, 
and  over  hills  that  formerly  were  valleys,  and 
valleys  that  formerly  were  hills.  When  an 
earthquake  happens  to  take  but  one  direction, 
the  mountains  may  fhake  from  their  roots  to 
their  very  fummits,  yet  fuffer  but  little  change; 
and,  in  fome  places,  fcareely  any  :  the  earth 
feeming  to  repofe  itfelf,  like  the  fea  after  a 
ftorm  :  but,  if  the  (hocks  encounter  each  other 
in  contrary  direction,  they  form  a  conflicting 
motion,  which  dams  up  rivers  and  removes 
mountains.  The  earthquake  was  the  more 
dreadful  here  becaufe  the  mountains,  con- 
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fifting  of  adhefive  clay,  refilled  the  fubterra- 
nean  ftrife  of  contradictory  motion.    We  faw 
mountains  rent  from  top  to  bottom  ;  the 
fallen  half  of  which  had  filled  up  former  val- 
leys, and  formed  others  in  their  ftead.  Beds 
of  earth,  in  many  places,  were  torn  away 
with  their  whole  plantations.    Trees,  with 
their  roots  half  bare,  ftand  on  the  brink  of  a 
precipice  ;  while  their  fellow  trees,  tranfported 
to  a  diftance,  are  now  growing  on  the  banks 
of  other  fprings,  by  which  they  are  watered. 
A  man,  a  woman,  and  a  mule,  were,  by  one 
eleCtrical  mock,  projected,  with  the  ground  on 
which  they  ftood,  acrofs  a  river  without  in- 
jury. A  man,  that  was  plucking  lemons  upon 
a  tree  in  the  little  town  of  Seminara,  was  car- 
ried, with  the  tree  and  the  earth  in  which  it 
grew,  and  Mill  grows,  and  thrown  to  a  great 
diftance.    Many,  borne  away  by  the  billows 
of  earth,  as  by  the  billows  of  ocean,,  were 
fwallowed  up  and  thrown  back  from  the 
gaping  gulph  without  injury.    Rivers  were 
imprifoned  in  their  courfe,  and  their  dammed 
up  ftreams  were  fuddenly  formed  into  lakes  ; 
which,  now  divided  from  their  native  ftreams, 
fend  forth  injurious  exhalations  from  their 
ftagnant  waters. 

Y  4  Several 
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Several  of  thefe  lakes  I  faw  ;  others  are 
i  dried  up,  and  fome  at  the  expence  of  Govern- 
ment. An  outlet  for  one  has  been  cut  through 
the  rocks.  This  earthquake  gave  birth  to  law 
iliits  of  a  new  kind,  between  the  proprietors 
of  the  overfnooting  and  the  pcfleflbrs  of  the 
overihot  earth,  to  know  which  of  them  had 
planted  a  tree,  and  on  whofe  foil  it  afterward 
Hood.  Many  trees  were  thrown  between 
others  ;  and  who  were  the  proprietors  of  them 
was  an  uncertainty.  I  faw  a  quantity  of  olive 
trees  that  were  torn,  with  the  earth  where 
they  grew,  from  the  ranks  in  which  they 
were  planted,  were  prefled  together  by  the 
whirling  motion,  and  now  form  one  great 
clump. 

Oppido  that  was,  which  Cluverius  fuppofed 
to  be  the  ancient  Mamcrtum,  and  Italian  an- 
tiquaries the  ancient  Metaurum  *,  is  now 
changed  into  a  heap  of  (tones.    Large  ranges 

*  They  ground  this  opinion  on  the  river  near  Oppido 
being  frill  Called  Meiauro.  But  might  not  Metaurum  have 
been  built,  as  Cluverius  fuppofes,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Metaurus  ?  Let  me  remark,  this  river  muft  not  be 
confounded  with  the  great  Mtlaunts,  now  calied  Metaroy 
that  was  famous  for  the  battle  in  which  the  Carthaginians., 
were  defeated,  and  their  leader  Hafdrubal,  the  brother  of 
Hannibal,  flain. 
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of  wall,  feized  as  it  were  and  dragged  away 
by  the  frantic  earth,  when  the  earth  ceafed 
its  motion,  did  not  fall  flat,  but  were  placed 
with  the  end  upward  :  as  if  they  had  taken 
root,  or  were  fupported  by  a  giant  hand. 

Penetrated  by  the  afpe£t,  we  ftood  with  our 
guide,  a  youth  of  twenty,  contemplating  thefe 
ruins.  We  in  aftonifhment  and  companion, 
and  he  bitterly  recollecting  that  the  houfe  of 
his  father  wTas  a  part  of  the  wreck,  that  he 
and  his  mother  had  been  five  hours  covered 
by  the  rubbifh,  and  that  his  brother  and  fitter 
lay  buried  beneath  it. 

As  we  came  to  Oppido,  we  had  already 
been  fhewn,  in  one  place,  (tones  that  had 
crufhed  men  ;  and  in  another  hills  covered 
with  the  flourifhing  vine  under  wrhich  whole 
communities  were  entombed. 

The  former  town  contained  three  thoufand 
inhabitants ;  the  prefent  barracks  only  five 
hundred.  About  twelve  hundred  perifhed  on 
the  defolating  day.  Some  were  burned  alive, 
overtaken  by  the  flames  that  fpread  through 
the  tumbling  houfes.  The  monks  of  a  mo- 
naftery  became  the  prey  of  thefe  flames.  A 
woman,  who  now  lives  in  Meflina,  remain- 
ed eleven  days  under  the  ruins  of  her  own 
5  houfe. 
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houfe.  Her  child  was  with  her ;  and  they 
both  fed  ori  chefnuts,  which  the  mother,  not 
improvidentially,  had  put  in  her  pocket.  She 
gave  the  child  her  own  excremental  water  to 
drink:  but,  as  fhe  had  no  fupply  of  liquid  for 
herfelf,  even  this  wretched  aid  foon  failed  ; 
and  the  child  died,  on  the  fifth  day. 

Numbers  afterward  died,  partly  from  the 
mifefies  and  want  to  which  they  were  fub- 
je&ed,  and  partly  from  the  difeafes  which  the 
ftagnant  water,  the  newly  turned  up  earth, 
and  the  putrid  bodies  of  man  and  beaft,  occa- 
fioned. 

So  remarkable  were  the  effects  of  this  earth- 
quake on  the  human  organs  that,  in  the  two 
following  years,  the  women  either  did  not 
conceive,  were  prematurely  delivered,  or 
brought  forth  dead  children  ;  and  of  thofe 
that  were  born  alive  many  immediately  ex- 
pired. 

When  the  firft  account  of  this  dreadful 
event  reached  Naples,  the  King  was  defirous 
of  vifiting  the  diffracted  province  ;  and  being 
prevented,  he  fent  the  people  money.  The 
Queen,  whole  benevolence  is  always  active, 
deprived  herfelf  of  her  jewels  ;  and  people  of 
all  ranks  were  at  firft  contributors.   The  fan- 

guine 
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guine  Neapolitans  are  eafily  moved :  but  their 
emotion  quickly  dies  away. 

Some  communities,  that  had  fuffered  by  th<* 
earthquake,  generoufly  refufed  the  affiftance 
offered  them ;  that  it  might  be  given  to  others, 
whofe  fufferings  Were  more  fevere. 

The  whole  province  bellowed  its  bleffings 
on  Don  Francefco  de  la  Vega,  the  fuperin- 
tendant  of  the  Mufeum  at  Portici,  whom  the 
King  fent  with  money  and  full  powers  into 
Calabria.  He  poffeffed  the  art  of  doing  much 
with  a  little ;  and  his  conduct:,  as  wife  as  it 
was  humane,  infpired  the  terrified  inhabitants 
with  new  courage. 

The  lofs  of  the  province  by  death*  in- 
cluding thofe  that  were  fwallowed  up,  buried 
tinder  the  ruins,  or  killed  by  difeafe,  has  been 
eftimated  by  feveral  at  two-and-thirty  thou- 
fand  fouls.  No  town  fuffered  fo  much,  ac- 
cording to  its  population,  as  Oppido.  The 
fruitful  fields  lie  uncultivated  ;  and  the  ftrong 
foil  generates  luxuriant  plants,  which  humec- 
tate the  air. 

The  inhabitants  complain  that  the  King  has 
not  provided  new  houfes  for  all  the  new  cul- 
tivators ;  but  I  fufpect  that  the  evil  muft  be 
conftitutional,  and  rooted   in   the  people. 

Where 
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Where  fruitful  lands  may  be  had  for  final! 
rents,  as  in  this  country,  there,  unlefs  peculiar4 
obftacles  are  to  be  overcome,  cultivators  will 
not  be  wanting,  who  will  provide  habitations 
for  themfelves.  This  is  the  cafe  in  our 
councry  ;  where,  though  the  climate  be  rude, 
the  houfes  are  larger  and  more  expenfive ; 
and  where  the  countryman  tills  a  foil  by  the 
iweat  of  his  brow,  which  is  not  productive 
the  whole  year,  nor  does  it  encumber  him 
with  its  fuperfluity  as  in  Calabria. 

This  province,  one  of  the  raoft  favoured  in 
Europe,  and  with  which,  Sicily  and  the  fhores 
of  the  bay  of  Naples  excepted,  no  other  per- 
haps can  be  compared,  this  province,  where 
heaven,  earth,  and  fea  united  fmile,  was 
already  depopulated  before  the  depopulation 
of  the  earthquake.  Irs  few  inhabitants  were 
previoufly  poor.  The  whole  fyftem  of  the 
country  is  (trikingly  bad.  The  countryman 
is  obliged  to  pay  the  King  heavy  taxes  for  the 
oil  of  his  prels,  and  the  raw  filk  which  his 
worms  produce :  though  he  has  already  paid 
his  landlord  for  the  ground  on  which  the  olive 
and  the  mulberry  tree  grew.  The  merchant 
cannot  afford  to  give  him  much  for  his  oil, 
becaufe  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  tax  which  is 

equally 
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I  jually  heavy  and  unjuft  for  leave  to  export 
k.  The  argument  that  the  foreign  merchant 
pays  this  tax  is  abfurd.  Is  it  not  evident  that 
the  foreigner  will  pay  the  cultivator  the  lefs 
the  more  he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  King? 
Heavy  taxes  are  likewife  paid  for  wrought 
filk,  and  for  fiSk  fluffs.  Befide,  it  is  furely 
evil  fufficient  that  the  natives  mould  be  ob- 
liged to  yield  the  carrying  trade  to  foreigners, 
from  the  want  of  protection  againft  the  Bar- 
bary  corfairs. 

If  the  peafant  be  the  vaffal  of  a  Bar  one,  hs 
is  fubjecl:  to  tolls  at  the  mill  and  at  the  oil 
prefs :  befide  which  he  is  obliged  to  pay  a  tax 
in  kind,  for  the  produce  of  the  foil.  To  this 
we  muft  add  that  the  roads,  unrepaired,  daily 
become  worfe  ;  and  whole  communities  are 
hemmed  in  and  cut  off  from  intercourfe,  with 
town  or  country.  The  fmall  circulation  of 
money  is  ftill  farther  limited  by  the  fudden 
abolition  of  monafteries. 

Thus  do  the  inhabitants  fufter  dearth  in 
paradife.  Thus  depopulation  increafes  ;  in  a 
country  where  marriages  are  uncommonly 
fruitful,  but  where  the  dread  of  inereafing 
wretchednefs  deters  the  people  from  marriage. 
And  truly  it  requires  a  paradife,  fuch  as  Ca- 
labria, 
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labrla,  to  invite  any  inhabitants  where  fuch 
numerous  afflictions  opprefs  a  people  who  are 
habitually  cheerful ;  where  the  ox-driver  not- 
withftanding  plays  on  his  bagpipe,  and  where 
the  jocund  youth,  with  fongs,  and  fprings, 
and  bounds,  leads  his  herd  of  goats  among  the 
mountains. 


UTTER  LXXXIV. 

Jleggio,  27th  May  1792. 

Though  the  roads  were  difficult 
and  bad,  ftill  we  had  a  pleafant  ride  the  day 
before  yefterday,  on  the  25th,  from  Oppido 
to  Scyl/a.  The  paths,  which  lead  up  and  down 
the  mountains  and  through  the  forefts,  are 
narrow  and  frequently  fteep  ;  and  they  were 
rendered  very  flippery  by  a  heavy  fall  of  rain. 
We  rode  through  forefts  of  oak,  the  trees 
of  wrhich  even  in  Germany  would  be  called 
large,  and  fine,  After  the  rain,  the  atmofphere 
became  clear  and  the  earth  aromatic.  The  fea 
was  feen  from  the  heights,  with  the  Italian 

and 
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and  Sicilian  coafts,  the  Lipari  iflands,  and  the 
Faro,  or  ftraits,  between  Italy  and  Sicily ; 
.which,  thus  viewed,  looked  like  a  bay. 

We  rode  along  the  zig-zag  way,  between 
fteep  mores  with  hanging  fhrubs,  among 
which  were  the  vine,  and  the  cattus  opuntia* 
This  remarkable  evergreen  plant,  with  its 
broad  leaves  forming  ample  baikets,  is  now  in 
bloom  ;  and  bears  beautiful  flowers,  of  a  high 
yellow  colour. 

Defcending  to  the  fea  more,  we  refted  fome 
hours  at  the  little  town  of  Bagnara;  whofe 
charming  fituation  is  iiicreafed  by  the  high 
waterfalls,  that  embellifh  the  town  on  each 
fide. 

The  prefent  Bagnara  is  built  of  barracks, 
above  which  are  the  ruins  of  the  former  town, 
among  the  rocks;  which,  in  1783,  was  nearly 
deftroyed  by  the  earthquake. 

We  continued  our  journey  along  the  coaft, 
fometimes  on  the  fandy  ftrand,  and  at  others 
among  fmall  rocky  paths  up  the  fteep  fides  of 
the  mountains,  till  we  came  to  Sclgllo :  or 
Scylla. 

The  rock  immortalized  by  Homer,  on 
which  the  caftle  of  the  Prince  of  Scylla  is 

'  built, 
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built,  gave  the  town  its  name.  It  lies  in  part 
immediately  on  the  fhore ;  but  the  greater 
part  is  above,  among  the  rocks.  The  ftreets 
are  narrow  ;  and  nine  different  rows  of  houfes 
are  feen  {landing  immediately  one  above  the 
other.  Over  the  higheft  of  thefe  ftraight 
rows,  in  fomething  of  an  oblique  dire&ion, 
there  are  ftill  fix  or  feven  ether  rows. 

A  waterfall  rufhes  from  the  rocks  ;  and  this 
Cluverius  fuppofes  to  be  the  Cratais  of  Ho- 
mer :  the  fabulous  mother  of  Scylla. 

In  the  earthquake  of  1783,  fome  churches 
were  thrown  down,  and  others  were  damaged. 
The  houfes  were  moil  of  them  fpared  :  yet  this 
little  town  fuffered  a  great  lofs  of  inhabitants  ; 
and,  Oppido  excepted,  the  greateft. 

Terrified  by  the  (hocks,  mod  of  the  inha- 
bitants fled  to  the  fea  mere.  The  Prince  of 
Scylla  alfo  left  his  high  caftle,  and  hoped,  not 
improbably,  to  find  greater  fafety  on  the 
ftrand  :  but  fuddenly  a  whole  mountain  of  the 
fouth  more  was  torn  up,  and  caft  into  the  fea. 
The  waves,  by  this  prodigious  force,  being 
driven  from  the  land,  returned  with  redoubled 
violence,  and  carried  away  with  them  fourteen 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  Seme  fought  to  efcape 

in 
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Id  the  boats  that  were  on  the  ftrand  ;  but  both 
boats  and  men  were  borne  away,  and  neither 
body  nor  plank  was  ever  more  feen. 

It  was  thus  that  the  Prince  cf  Scylla  pe- 
rifhed ;  one  fifherboy  only  having  efcaped 
From  his  boat.  This  bov  mud  have  been  car- 
ried  away  by  a  high  wave ;  for  he  was  found 
flunned  on  a  rock,  at  a  confiderable  diftance 
from  Scylla,  which  rock  and  Scylla  form  to- 
gether a  fmali  bay. 

So  great  was  the  power  of  the  waves  that 
they  fprung  the  ftone  vaulting  of  a  houfe,  and 
rofe  to  fuch  a  height  that  a  woman  was  thrown 
through  a  window  into  the  third  ftory  of  this 
houfe.  Another  woman  was  left  hanging  by 
her  hair  to  a  high  mulberry  tree,  and  was 
faved.  A  whole  company  preferred  their 
lives  in  a  boat  that  was  moored  to  the  more, 
and  the  cable  of  which  was  fufficiently  long 
to  reach  the  full  height  of  the  wave. 

The  women  of  Oppido,  after  the  earth- 
quake, were  mod  of  them  barren  for  two 
years ;  arid,  when  they  afterward  brought 
forth  children^  the  greateft  number  of  them 
died.  In  Scylla,  a  very  oppofite  efFect  was 
produced  by  this  dreadful  vifitation  •  of  na- 
ture. Barren  women,  and  thofe  who  had  left 

Vol.  III.  Z  eff 
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off  child-bearing,  again,  became  fruitful* 
Some  of  the  former  had  married  and  had  re- 
mained childlefs  till  they  were  nearer  the  age 
of  fifty  than  of  forty. 

The  opinion  of  thofe  who  think  that  earth- 
quakes may  be  afcribed  to  electrical  caufes 
appears  to  me  very  rational  :  but,  as  I  am  no 
experimental  philofopher,  my  authority  in 
favour  of  their  reafons  ought  to  have  little 
weight.    Some  of  them  are  founded  on  the 
nature  of  the  foil,  where  the  fhocks  took  place; 
and  fome  of  the '  learned  affert  that  thofe 
mountains  which  contained  iron  were  fpared  : 
but  that  the  places  lying  between  fuch  moun- 
tains were  dreadfully  vifited.    And  are  not 
fimilar  effects  produced  in  little  by  lightning  I 
Does  not  it  pafs  over  iron  cramps,  in  the 
walls,  or  chimnies,  without  injuring  them ; 
while  it  rends  the  intervening  walls  them- 
felves  ?    Does  not  this  account  for  the  whirl- 
ing motion  of  the  earth,  and  for  the  meeting 
of  the  fhocks  in  different  directions,  if  you 
admit  that  interrupted  veins  of  iron  in  the 
mountains  may  produce  fuch  effects  ? 

How  fhall  we  account  for  the  effects  pro- 
duced upon  the  female  organs  without  the 
aid  of  electricity  ?     Shall  we  fay  that  the 

mere 
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mere  effect  of  fear  made  the  women  of  Op- 
pido  barren  two  years,  after  finding  them  in  a 
healthy  ftate  ?  Are  there  no  terrors  of  an- 
other kind  ?  Are  not  our  women  likewife  fub- 
ject  to  terror ;  and  are  the  terrified  more 
barren  than  the  courageous  ?  Was  it  terror 
which  rendered  the  barren,  women  of  Scylla 
fruitful  ?  It  is  known  that  the  power  of  elec* 
tricity  is  great  over  the  animal  organs;  al- 
though thefe  fafts  have  not  been  long  eftab- 
lifhed.  Let  it  be  granted  that  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  this  power  is  beneficial  to  the  female 
organs,  and  we  fhall  no  longer  be  aftoniflied 
that  an  excefs  of  this  power  fhould  be  inju- 
rious ;  and  the  mocks  at  Oppido  were  much 
more  violent  than  at  Scylla. 

I  have  fince  been  informed  that  the  barren  1 
women  of  Meffina,  as  well  as  fome  who  had 
left  off  child-bearing,  became  fruitful  after  the 
earthquake.  I  would  avoid  credulity ;  but  I 
would  equally  avoid  an  oppofite  excefs* 
"  Whoever  doubts  the  triith  of  thefe  fads 
"  (lands  in  contradiction,  probably  in  the 
u  fupport  of  a  fyftem,  to  the  teftimony  of  three 
u  towns 

The 

*  The  appearances,  or  fa&s,  as  the  author  calls  them, 
may  all  be  real:  yet  the  dedu&ions  unfounded.  ElecT:ri- 
Z  2  city 
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The  rock  of  Homer  has  a  fantaftic  and 
terrifying  form.  We  took  boat  and  went  to 
it  as  foon  as  we  arrived.  Let  us  hear  the  de- 
fcription  of  the  great  poet,  and  wonder  with 
what  penetration  he  obferved,  and  how  much 
there  was  of  reality  in  his  daring  imagery. 

Circe  warned  UlyfTes  againil  the  erratic 
or  wandering  rocks  :  srAat^KTas  Tr^rgdtsl  Im- 
mediately in  the  front  of  the  rock  of  Scylla, 
craggy  cliffs  advance  out  of  the  lea  ;  againft 
which  the  foaming  waves,  more  or  lefs,  con- 
tinually dafh.  The  eye  is  deceived,  and 
might  be  induced  to  afcribe  the  motion  of  the 
lea  to  the  cliffs.  A  fimilar  accident  happens  in 
the  Baltic;  where  people,  as  I  have  often 
experienced,  miftake  the  ftones  which  the  fea 
now  wafties  and  now  leaves  bare  for  fwim- 
ming  fea  dogs. 

Homer  may  have  made  the  voyage  on 


city  feems  to  be  made  a  kind  of  occult  caufe-,  to  which 
its  adherents  would  refer  all  the  phenomena  that  they 
cannot  explain.  Philofophy  is  anxious  to  enquire  into  and 
to  record  fuels-:  but  it  is  no  lefs  anxious  to  avoid  ftating" 
conjecture  as  fact.  A  certain  quantity  of  fear,  and  a 
certain  excefs  of  fear,  will  fquare  as  accurately  with  the 
rcafoning  of  the  hypothetic  theorift,  on  fear,  as  a  certain 
quantity  and  excefs  of  electricity  will  with  that  of  the 
hypothetic  theorift  on  electricity.  T. 

board 
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board  a  Phoenician  or  Grecian  veffel ;  or  ra- 
ther no  doubt  a  Phoenician ;  and  ftill  it  is 
probable  that  the  mariners  of  his  age  were 
ignorant  enough  of  thefe  coafts  to  actually 
imagine  that  the  cliffs  floated. 

Pliny  hirnfelf,  that  great  naturalift,  believed 
that  the  rocky  iflands  of  the  Lago  di  Balfena 
floated.  Homer,  on  this  occafion^  called  the 
lea  Amphitrite,  with  a  dark  blue  countenance. 
The  water  here  is  very  deep ;  and  I  never 
before,  on  an  evening,  law  a  clear  fky  of  fo 
dark  a  blue. 

The  following  is  the  poet's  defcription  of 
Scylla : 

*0<        OUU  CXO7T£\0t,    0  (MEV  OVgCtVOV  EUfVV  IXOlVti 

50|fi>j  xogvpy,  v£<pE\n  3e  (jliv  afAp@E@rixE 
Kuavsn  *  to  (aev  6u7Tot  igcosi,  ot/Ss  ttot*  a&gii 
Keivou  exu  KOfuQw,  oW  ev  $epc<,  out*  ev  oTruoy  • 
'Ouh  kev  a/xfiair)  (3goTo;  avng,  6u  x<xTa$air]9 

'Ou$'  El  01  Xsl$ E$  7E  EEIKOCI  KM  7T0$S$  T\£V 

Het^yi  ya%  to;  in,  Trepjf  £r>i  hxvla. 

MfO"<TW  0*'  EV  (TKOTTEKU  Eft  <r7T£Q$  r}E£0El$E$ 

Hf0£  ZotpOV,  h$  EgE@Q$  TET^aUfXEVOV^  Y\7tE%  OtV  VftSl$ 

Nwa  na^a  ysapvom  foumE,  Qau&fjf  'OcWo-iv. 

'Ouds  xev  ex  vr,o$  y*aq.v$n$  ai$r\io$  ctvup 

Tc|w  SirEUjag  xoihov  cnEog  EKratpixoiTo. 

'Ev$a  0s'  £v<  vaiEi,  fowov  teT&kvix' 

T»3j  vtsi  fwvn  fjLsv  G<rn  uxu^axoi  vEoyiXn; 

Tt>eTM,  cunt)  5"  avTE  wetof  xotxos,  dufo  ks  71;  jut 
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*E|  5V  te  bi  oztgai  7TE(>if/.y]xts$'  iv  $e  EnarYi 

Xpsfateyi  XE<pCC\Yly    EV  3fi  TflTOlXOl  cSbvTEJj 

Xlvxvoi  km  SayLEESy  Trteloi  (jt,Ehavo$  Sccvcztoio. 
N[e<t<jy\  (xev  te  Kara  cttteiou^  xoihoio  3c5i/xev  * 
'E|a>  3"  i|*<r%n  HE(px*a$  foivoh  $EgE§(>ov' 
'Avrov  d'ix$uaa  ctkotteXov  7TE$i(jtouiM)a<ra9 
AE\q>iva;  te,  huvcu;  te,  xai  eittgSi  (jlei£ov  \\ycri 
K.*ito$)  a  liugta  fiocntsi  ayarovoq  5 ' Afx<pn^nv\, 

Homer,  Odyff".  xii.  73  —  97. 

High  in  the  air  the  rock  its  fummit  fhrouds 

In  brooding  tempefts,  and  in  rolling  clouds ; 

Loud  dreams  around  and  mills  eternal  rife, 

Beat  its  bleak  brow  and  intercept  the  Ikies. 

When  all  the  broad  expanfion,  bright  with  day, 

Glows  with  th'  autumnal  or  the  fummer  ray  : 

The  fummer  and  the  autumn  glow  in  vain ; 

The  fky  for  ever  low'rs,  for  ever  clouds  remain. 

Impervious  to  the  ftep  of  man  it  Hands ; 

Tho'  borne  by  twenty  feet,  tho'  arm'd  with  twenty  hands. 

Smooth  as  the  polifh  of  the  mirror  rife 

The  flippery  fides,  and  moot  into  the  Ikies. 

Full  in  the  centre  of  this  rock  difplay'd, 

A  yawning  cavern  calls  a  dreadful  made  : 

.Nor  the  fleet  arrow  from  the  twanging  bow, 

Sent  with  full  force,  could  reach  the  depth  below. 

Wide  to  the  weft  the  horrid  gulph  extends, 

And  the  dire  pafiage  down  to  hell  defcends. 

O  fly  the  dreadful  fight !  expand  thy  fails, 

Ply  the  flrong  oar,  a  ad  catch  the  nimble  gales  ! 

Here  Scylla  bellows,  from  her  dire  abodes, 

Tremendous  peft  !  abhorr'd  by  man  and  Gods ! 

Hideous 
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Hideous  her  voice  ;  and  with  lefs  terrors  roar 

The  whelps  of  lions  in  the  midnight  hour  ! 

Twelve  feet  deform' d  and  foul  the  fiend  difpreads  *, 

Six  horrid  necks  fhe  rears,  and  fix  terrific  heads ! 

Her  jaws  grin  dreadful,  with  three  rows  of  teeth  : 

Jaggy  they  ftand,  the  gaping  den  of  death  ! 

Her  parts  obfcene  the  raging  billows  hide, 

Herbofom  terribly  o'erlooks  the  tide. 

When,  ftung  with  hunger,  fhe  embroils  the  flood, 

The  fea-dog  and  the  dolphin  are  her  food  : 

She  makes  the  huge  Leviathan  her  prey, 

And  ail  the  monfters  of  the  wat'ry  way. 

The  fwifteft  racer  of  the  azure  plain 

Here  fills  her  fails,  and  fpreads  her  oars  in  vain  : 

Fell  Scylla  rifes,  in  her  fury  roars, 

At  once  fix  mouths  expands,  at  once  fix  men  devours. 

Pope,  Od.  b.  xii.  87. 

The  poet,  defirous  of  creating  a  bold  fable 
out  of  thefe  rocks,  was  obliged  to  give  them 
a  terrific  form.  That  figurative  fenfe  which 
he  has  fo  frequently  employed,  and  which  fo 
few  of  his  commentators  have  underftood,  he 
made  ufe  of  here ;  that  he  might  envelop 
his  objedr.  in  clouds. 

This  rock  in  reality  is  not  fo  high  as  to  be 
covered  with  clouds  on  a  clear  day;  but  its 
form  is  ftriking,  and  infpires  terror.  At  pre- 
fent,  the  rock  is  not  pointed,  for  a  caftle  has 
been  built  upon  it :  yet,  even  now,  had  a  man 

Z  4  twenty 
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twenty  hands  and  twenty  feet,  as  Homer  fays, 
lie  would  not  be  able  to  climb  it.  It  rifes  like 
a  round  tower ;  the  breadth  of  which,  com- 
pared to  its  height,  may  juftify  the  epithet  de-. 
formed  \  and,  toward  the  fea,  it  prefents  a 
fharp  three-forked  cliffi  In  this  ciiii  we  find 
fhe  three  rows  of  teeth  of  Komer. 

The  neighbouring  cliffs  too  prefented  them* 
felves  to  the  creative  fancy  of  the  poet.  The 
fiction  of  the  iea-dog,  the  dolphin,  and  the 
ft  ill  more  huge  mon  Iters,  which  {he  makes 
her  prey,  is  founded  on  an  admirable  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  of  this  fea  ;  for  it  abounds 
in  dolphins,  and  in  a  large  kind  of  fifli,  which 
the  Italians  {till  call  cane  del  mare :  or  fea-dog. 
It  even  occasionally  happens,  of  which  there 
was  an  inftance  fome  years  ago,  that  a  kind  of 
whale,  of  the  fpecies  which  the  French  call 
cachelot^  is  ftranded  on  thefe  mores. 

There  have  been  frequent  contefts  concern- 
ing Charybdis;  which,  as  dcfcribed  by  Homer, 
is  no  longer  to  be  found.  He  could  not 
mean  the  lower  rocks ;  for  his  defcription  has 
placed  Charybdis  oppofite  to  Scylla.  Thefe 
countries,  ever  fubject  to  the  grand  pheno- 
mena of  nature,  may  have  fuffered  great 
changes  from  earthquakes.    Is  not  even  the 

opinion 
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opinion  of  feveral  ancient  and  modern  natu- 
ralifh  probable,  which  maintains  that  Sicily 
was  anciently  feparated  from  Italy  by  an 
earthquake  ? 

It  was  the  fuppofition  of  Cluverius  that, 
according  to  the  relation  of  Homer,  which 
places  Charybdis  oppofite  to  Scylla,  it  mull 
have  been  at  the  promontory  of  Pclorus;  now- 
called  Capo  di  Faro:  but,  as  he  could  not  find 
it  there,  he  fuppofed  the  whirlpool,  which  is 
oppofite  the  lighthoufe  of  Meffina,  to  have 
been  the  true  Charybdis,  and  accufes  Homer 
of  an  error.  But  how  came  he  not  to  find 
the  real  whirlpool  of  Homer,  which  is  known 
to  every  fi merman  of  Scylla,  of  Capo  di 
Faro^  and  of  Meffina,  and  forms  itfelf  between 
Capo  di  Faro  and  Scylla?  The  current  runs 
from  the  north-eaft  to  the  ftraits  of  Faro. 
There  is  a  regular  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide 
every  fix  hours ;  and,  when  a  ftrong  wind  fets 
in,  to  oppofe  either  the  ebb  or  the  flow,  a 
whirlpool  ftill  rifes  before  the  promontory*. 

This  ebb  and  flow  has  been  afcribed  by 
fome  to  a  fubterranean  paflage,  faid  to  exift 
between  Mount  iEtna  and  the  fea.  By  Arif- 
jotle  it  is  afcribed,  like  other  ebbs  and  flows, 

to 
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to  the  influence  of  the  moon  ;  and  this  opU 
nion  is  confirmed  by  the  regularity  of  the 
fix-hour  tide.  It  is  certain  that,  in  the  time 
of  Homer,  the  tides,  which  are  common  to 
but  few  places  of  the  Mediterranean,  were 
very  imperfe&ly  underftood.  He  therefore 
fays  that  three  times  a  day  Charybdis  en- 
gulphed  the  waters,  and  three  times  a  day  vo- 
mited them  up  again. 

The  navigator  of  a  little  packet  boat,  if 
unacquainted  with  thefe  feas,  might  probably 
meet  with  the  misfortune  againft  which  Circe 
cautions  Ulyffes,  when  me  warns  him,  while 
avoiding  Scylla  and  her  proje&ing  cliffs,  not 
to  approach  the  whirlpool  of  Charybdis. 

Seafaring  people  call  this  whirlpool  and 
that  near  MefTina  Galofaro  :  they  likewife  call 
the  laft  La  Rema.  The  word  Galofaro  is 
doubtlefs  derived  from  the  Greek ;  and  com- 
pounded of  the  Greek  words  calos,  beautiful, 
and  pharos,  a  light  houfe.  Both  the  whirl- 
pools have  light  houfes  ;  one  of  which  ftands 
facing  Meffina,  and  the  other  Capo  di  Faro. 

Early  in  the  morning,  before  we  left  Scylla, 
we  were  invited,  by  a  perfon  of  the  place  to 
whom  we  had  brought  a  letter  from  Naples, 
to  come  on  the  fea  more  and  view  a  jpefce  di 
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fpaday  or  fword  fifh,  which  had  been  caught 
in  a  net  during  the  night.  This  fifh  is  larger 
than  a  man  ;  and  its  under  jaw  is  long,  hard, 
and  pointed,  like  the  broad  point  of  a  lance : 
and  its  no  lefs  hard  upper  jaw  extends  the 
length  of  more  than  an  ell  and  a  quarter,  like 
a  broad  two-edged  but  pointed  fword. 

This  fifh  wages  remorfelefs  war  againft  an- 
other kind  of  fifh,  called  the  cane  del  mare ;  but 
which  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  fea 
dog.    A  fword  fifh  and  a  cane  del  mare  were 
laft  year  both  together  caft  upon  the  more. 
The  former  had  run  the  latter  through  and 
through  ;  but  the  viclor  could  not  difengage 
himfelf  from  the  vanquished,  and  with  him 
was  obliged  to  die.    The  fword  fifh  is  highly 
efteemed,  and  we  thought  it  peculiarly  well 
tafted.  The  Calabrians  fifh  for  it  at  this  feafoa 
of  the  year,  and  take  great  delight  in  the  fport. 
Little  boats  put  to  fea,  and  a  man  is  ftationed 
either  on  more,  upon  a  rock  or  tower,  or 
upon  a  malt,  where  he  watches  the  approach 
of  a  fword  fifh.    The  moment  he  difcpvers 
one,  he  waves  a  napkin ;  and  the  fifhermen 
row  toward  it,  armed  with  hooked  lances.  If 
they  are  fortunate  enough  to  ftrike  it,  they 
keep  it  faft  by  a  running  line,  which  is  tied  to 

the 
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the  lance  ;  till,  at  laft,  the  fift,  after  much 
ftruggling  and  bleeding,  is  brought  to  the  boat. 
We  faw  a  man  Rationed  on  a  mart,  and  the 
fifhermen  in  their  boats  furrounding  him  full 
of  expectation. 

The  princes  of  Scylla  oblige  their  vaffals  to 
give  them  the  belt  morfel  of  the  fword  fifh ; 
and  a  tenth  part  of  the  other  fifh  that  they 
take.  Loud  complaints  of  this  have  long  been 
rnade  ;  and  a  commiffion  has  once  been  ap- 
pointed, to  enquire  into  the  right  of  this  ex- 
action :  but  it  was  'ineffectual.  The  prefent 
prince  continues  to  compel  the  poor  filhermen 
to  comply  with  his  demands  ;  although,  occa- 
sionally, feveral  abufes  of  this  kind  have  been, 
abolifhed  by  the  King. 

The  fword  fifh  is  a  fifh  of  paflage.  It  vifits 
the  coaft  of  Calabria  in  May,  June,  and  a  part 
of  July  ;  and  afterward  the  coaft  of  Sicily, 
where  this  mode  of  catching  it  is  likewife 
practifed. 

W e  got  under  fail  early  yefterday,  on  our 
paflage  to  Reggio ;  but,  as  we  were  fo  near 
the  Sicilian  promontory,  we  were  not  wil- 
ling to  leave  it  unvilited.  By  this  means  we 
gained  time  ;  for  it  would  have  coft  us  a  day 
to  have  performed  this  vifit  from  Meflina. 

The 
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The  promontory  of  Faro  is  not  remarkable 
for  its  height ;  as  might  have  been  conjedured 
from  its  Greek  name,  Pelorus  :  or  prodigious  : 
but  the  whole  lofty  range  of  mountains  to 
which  it  appertains  is  called  Peloris  :  or  Pe!o- 

The  tale  that  Hannibal  named  this  promon- 
tory after  his  pilot,  whom  he  killed  in  anger 
and  buried  there,  is  abfurd.'  Not  to  mention 
how  ridiculous  it  is  to  fuppofe  that  Han- 
nibal, who  had  fo  long  lain  with  his  army 
in  Bruitium^  or  South  Calabria,  fhould  be  un- 
acquainted with  the  fhores  of  Sicily,  and  de- 
ceived by  appearances  (hould  have  accufed  his 
pilot  of  fleering  him  back  to  Italy,  I  would 
afk  what  was  the  name  of  this  promontory 
before  that  period  ?  Is  it  probable  that  the 
Greeks,  who  had  lived  here  for  fome  centu- 
ries, and  in  confequence  of  its  three  promon- 
tories had  called  the  ifland  Trznacria,  fhould 
have  left  this  promontory  without  a  name  ? 
The  Greeks,  who  left  no  little  hill  unnamed, 
no  name  uncelebrated  !  Did  they  leave  the 
whole  ridge  of  mountains  called  Pelorias  un- 
named ?  And  was  the  promontory  which  was 
one  of  the  three  principal  capes  of  Sicily  left 
6  undif- 
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undiftinguifhed,  till  a  general  from  Carthage 
came  to  give  it  a  name  ! 

We  vifited  two  fmall  lakes,  that  contain  fait 
water  and  (hell  fifh,  and  that  have  a  fubter- 
ranean  communication  with  the  fea.  The 
Jeaft  is  the  faltePc,  and  produces  good  kitchen 
fait.  Cluverius  found  a  third,  which  is  like- 
wife  mentioned  by  ancient  writers  :  but  it 
may  have  been  dried  up  fmce  his  time  \  for, 
when  I  enquired  after  it,  I  could  receive  no 
fatisfactory  anfwer. 

As  the  wind  was  againft  us  on  our  pafTage 
to  Reggio,  our  boatmen  rowed  to  a  cape  of 
Calabria,  which  is  called  Pezzo,  from  which 
the  boat  was  drawn  by  oxen.  We  went  on 
ftiore,  and  vifited  a  perfon  who,  at  the  expence 
of  Government,  has  taught  the  people  of  Ca- 
labria, by  example,  to  rear  filk  worms  after 
the  manner  of  Piedmont ;  and  to  make  wine 
after  the  manner  of  the  French.  Ignorant  as 
I  am  of  the  cultivation  of  filk,  I  can  fay  no- 
thing of  his  merit  in  this  undertaking.  The 
wine  is  better  than  the  common  wine  of 
Calabria  ;  although  the  vines  have  only  been 
planted  fix  years,  and  the  produce  of  older 
vines  will  be  more  excellent.    The  wine  has 

fom£ 
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fome  refemblance  to  that  kind  of  red  bur- 
gundy which  the  French  call  petit  Burgogtie. 

The  place  where  this  perfon  lives  is  called 
Villa  di  San  Giovanni ^  and  lies  oppofite  to  Mi- 
ieno.  The  undertaking  has  been  begun  by 
him  and  his  three  brothers,  whofe  name  is 
Garacciolo.  They  felect  the  beft  plants,  pluck 
the  berries  from  the  ftalk  for  the  wine  prefs, 
and  reject  the  unripe  and  bad  grapes. 

Should  they  fucceed  in  improving  the  cul- 
ture of  filk  and  the  making  of  wine,  they  will 
open  new  fources  of  wealth  to  a  country 
already  favoured  by  nature.  The  mildnefs  of 
the  climate  and  goodnefs  of  the  foil  render 
fome  of  the  wines  of  this  province,  much  as 
the  culture  of  them  is  neglected,  excellent : 
particularly  the  wine  of  Gerace,  the  ancient 
Locri ;  and  other  places,  where  the  earth  h&s 
been  turned  up  by  the  earthquake.  Such 
kinds  are  called  Vino  del  Terremoto  ;  or  earth- 
quake wine. 

The  wine  which  is  called  red  Calabria  in 
Germany,  nay  in  Italy  itfelf  as  well  as  in 
Sicily,  is  the  produce  of  Syracufe.  It  is  fo 
noble  a  liquor  that  I  have  feen  it  drunk  in. 
Germany  for  red  Cape  wine  ;  nay  and  that  of 
the  beft  kind,  called  Gonjfmtia. 

The 


3S*  TRAVELS  OF 

The  afpec"t  of  Faro,  or  the  ftraits  between 
Sicily  and  Calabria,  is  certainly  one  of  the 
fined  in  the  world.  The  wind  had  changed 
to  our  advantage  while  we  had  landed  3  and 
we  failed,  with  a  frefh  gale,  between  the  lofty 
fhores  of  Calabria  and  Sicily.  Behind  three 
ridges  of  mountains,  each  more  lofty  than  the 
other,  we  faw  ./Etna  rife  in  the  clear  blue  ho- 
rizon ;  and  the  ifland  on  which  it  ftands  : 
extending  its  right  arm,  in  gentle  declivities, 
for  the  fpace  of  five  German  miles,  as  far  as" 
Catania. 

The  ftraits  of  Faro  were  fuppofed  by  the 
ancients  to  be  dangerous.  During  a  public 
feftival  held  at  Rhegium,  the  prefent  Reggioi 
the  people  of  Meflina  once  fent  a  company  of 
five-and-twenty  dancing  youths,  with  their 
chief  dancer  and  a  flute  player,  who  all  pe- 
rifhed  here  on  their  paflage.  Paufanias,  who 
relates  the  ftory,  fays  that  this  ftrait  is  more* 
ftormy  than  all  the  fea  befide.  Storms  blow- 
ing from  either  of  its  mouths  render  it 
boifterous :  fo  that  when  there  is  little  wind 
the  waves  are  large,  and  their  agitation  is1 
great.  The  exaggeration  of  this  defcription 
would  not  have  been  fo  very  evident,  if  Pau- 
fanias had  not  added  that  the  fea  monfters  are 

in 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  353 

in  Fuch  multitudes  that  the  air  is  filled  with 
their  ftench,  and  the  (hipwrecked  can  find  no 
fafety  *. 

Our  attention  was  fo  much  attracted  by  the 
contemplation  of  the  fea,  and  its  two  fhores, 
that  we  were  quite  furprifed  to  find  we  were 
arrived  at  Reggio. 

The  ancient  Greek  name  of  this  place, 
Rbegiuth)  or  Rhegiori,  Diodorus  informs  us 
was  derived  by  fomc  from  the  Greek  word 
'PYiyvufjiii  to  break  or  tear :  becaufe,  according 
to  ancient  tradition^  Sicily  was  torn  from 
Italy.  Sdme  fay  this  tearing  of  the  ifthmus 
was  effected  by  the  fea  :  and  others  that  a 
change  fo  great  was  produced  by  an  earth- 
quake. 

The  grand  revolutions  of  nature,  to  which 
thefe  countries  are  ftill  fubjecT:,  the  jagged 
forms  of!  the  fhores,  and  the  modern  erup- 
tions of  the  volcanello,  one  of  the  fmall  Li- 
pari  iflands,  all  appear  to  favour  this  old  opi- 
nion. Reggio  is  very  ancient ;  -and  thofe 
who  will  not  truft  its  poetic  origin,  which 
attributes  it  to  Jocaftrus^  the  fon  of  that 
JEolus  who  reigned  in  Lipari  and  entertained 
Ulyfles  a  month,  muft  confide  in  hiftory : 

*  Pauf;  lib.  v,  c.  25. 

Vol.  Jit  A  a  which  - 
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which  attributes  its  foundation  to  the  ChaU 
cidians^  who  came  from  Eubcsa  *•  The  ter- 
ritory of  the  Rbegini  was  free,  ample,  and 
powerful :  but  it  had  fometimes  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  governed  by  tyrants.  This  city, 
and  Meffina,  were  both  governed  by  Ana- 
xileos ;  who  died  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
76th  Olympiad,  475  years  before  the  birth 
of  Chrift  f . 

During  the  Peloponncfian  war,  the  RJjc- 
g'uii  fuffered  much  from  their  neighbours,  the 
Epizepbyrian  Locri;  and  were  diftradted  by 
internal  contentions  J.  They  were  fo  pow- 
erful, in  the  time  of  the  elder  Dionyfius, 
that,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  this  tyrant  de- 
manded a  daughter  of  the  city  :  but  the  Rbe- 
gini nobly  refufed  the  alliance,  in  a  general 
affembly  of  the  people  §. 

*  Cluverius  is  of  this  opinion,  and  founds  it  on  the 
teftimony  of  Strabo  and  Solinus  :  though  he  might  much 
more  probably  have  fupported  it  by  the  authority  of  Thu- 
cydiues,  who  exprefsly  fays  that  the  Rhegini  were  of  ChaU 
cidian  origin.  It  was  this  that  made  the  Athenians  hope 
they  {hould  find  afliflance  from  the  Leontini  •  whofe  an- 
celtors  likewife  came  from  Ghalcis.   Thuc.  406,  ed.  Duk. 

\  Diod.  lib.  xi.  J  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  238. 


§  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  67 8>  ed.  WcffeL 
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When  Pyrrhus  waged  war  with  the  Ro- 
mans, the  latter  fent  a  legion  for  the  protec- 
tion of  Rbegium  :  but  the  foldiers  murdered 
the  citizens,  and  feized  on  the  city.  After 
the  war  the  infurgents  were  taken  by  the 
Romans,  and  punifhed  with  death,  for  their 
cruelty  and  treachery*. 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  on  his  journey  to  Rome, 
pafTed  through  this  cityf ;  the  fituation  of 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  that  I  have 
feen.  It  is  built  on  the  more  of  the  Faro, 
in  a  fruitful  valley,  with  its  back  toward  the 
hills.  Here  we  had  a  view  of  the  coaft  of  Ca- 
labria as  far  as  the  promontory  of  Scylla)  and 
from  the  cppofite  high  more  of  the  Capo  di 
Faro  to  Mount  iEtna ;  an  object  that  dignified 
the  profpecT:. 

Reggio  was  nearly  deftroyed  by  the  earth- 
quake of  1783  :  but  a  great  part  of  it  has  been 
rebuilt,  and  the'ftreets  now  are  wide,  which 
Formerly  were  narrow.  A  long  row  of  houfes, 
which  are  only  two  ftories  high,  have  been 
built  by  the  fea  fide  at  the  King's  expence 
on  the  plan  of  the  celebrated  Pallazata,  at 
Meffina. 


*  Liv.  Epit.  xii.  and  xv.  f  Ads  xxviii.  13. 

A  a  2  The 
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The  gardens  of  Reggio  are  very  extenfive, 
and  produce  more  fruit  of  the  varieties  of 
orange  and  lemon  than  any  other  part  of 
Italy.  All  thefe  different  kinds  of  fruit  are 
included,  by  the  Italians,  under  the  general- 
name  of  Agrumi.  Dates  are  only  produced 
here,  and  in  fome  places  of  Sicily  :  but  the 
trees  do  not  bear  every  year,  nor  is  the  fruit  fo 
much  efteemed  as  the  dates  of  Africa,  and 
Afia.  A  palm  tree,  of  the  date-bearing  kind, 
in  the  court  of  the  archiepifcopal  palace  of 
Taranto  excepted,  I  have  no  where  in  Italy 
feen  this  tree  fo  large  as  at  Reggio.  It  has  a 
grand  appearance ;  and  the  confbant  ruftling 
of  its  leaves  is  charming.  New  twigs  an- 
nually grow  from  the  top,  which  bend  down- 
ward on  all  fides ;  while  annually  the  under 
branches  break  off,  and  leave  a  fcaly  mark 
behind.  From  thefe  fcales  the  age  of  the  tree 
may  be  known.  Some  Turks,  who  had 
vifited  Taranto,  eftimated  the  palm  tree  there 
to  be  four  hundred  years  old. 

The  mulberry  and  fig  trees  of  Reggio  are 
very  large.   Either  I  miftake  or  I  have  fome- 
where  read  that  none  but  thefe  fig  trees  bear 
twice  a  year :  however  not  only  the  fig  trees 
6  of 
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'  of  Reggio  but  of  Sicily  and  of  Naples  have 
this  virtue :  fome  mountainous  parts  ex- 
cepted. 

The  firft  figs,  which  ripen  before  the 
middle  of  June,  are  called  fiorl  di  Jichl :  or 
flowers  of  figs.  They  are  far  preferable  to 
•  our  figs  ;  yet  not  fo  good  as  thofe  produced 
in  both  kingdoms  in  the  months  of  July,  Au- 
guft,  and  September.  They  are  fo  fucculent 
that  the  dripping  juice  hangs  in  pellucid 
drops,  while  the  fruit  is  on  the  tree. ;  refem- 
bling  honey,  in  clearnefs,  colour,  and  fweet- 
nefs. 

The  Italians  have  a  bad  but  general  cuftom 
of  oiling  the  fig  on  the  tree,  that  it  may  ripen 
the  fooner.  They  pafs  a  drop  of  oil  through 
a  reed,  which  from  the  ftalk  defcends  to  the 
fig:  but  this  fruit  is  not  fo  healthy  as  that  in 
which  no  fuch  artifice  has  been  ufed. 

We  had  letters  to  fome  people  of  the  place, 
but  did  not  find  them  at  home  ;  and  I  have 
fince  been  informed  that  it  is  cuftomary, 
among  the  people  of  Reggio,  to  be  denied  to 
travellers.  This  cuftom  is  the  lefs  to  their 
honour  becaufe  the  Calabrians,  of  all  the  other 
towns,  are  hofpitable  in  a  high  degree  ;  and 
A  a  3  kindly 
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kindly  invite,  heartily  welcome,  and  gene** 
roufly  entertain,  ftrangers  that  have  no  letters, 
of  recommendation. 

I  would  very  willingly  have  made  a  trip 
from  Reggio  to  Gerace^  the  ancient  Locri ; 
but  I  learned  that  it  was  a  long  day's  journey 
by  land,  and  that  the  road  was  difficult,  and 
unpleafant ;  and  it  requires  much  time  to  go 
by  water  :  for  the  promontory  of  Spartive?ito, 
formerly  of  Hercules,  on  the  fouth-eaft  point 
of  Italy,  is  dreaded  by  feamen  becaufe  of  its 
boifterous  waves,  and  can  only  be  paffed  when 
the  wind  is  favourable. 

Locri  was  built  on  the  Capo  Burfano; 
which  was  formerly  called  the  promontory  of 
Zephyrhim  :  from  which  the  people  of  the  city 
acquired  the  name  of  the  Epi%ephyrtan  Locri. 

The  Locri  Opuntii  *  founded  this  city  in  the 

*  The  Locri  confided  of  four  tribes.  The  Locri  Opuntii 
lived  between  Pkocis  and  Eubcza  :  The  Locri  Ozolce  weft 
of  Phocis  :  fo  that  this  tract  of  land  feparated  the  Opuntiiy 
who  were  likewife  called  the  Eaft  Locri ,  from  the  Ozolx 
or  Weft  Locri.  The  Locri  Epicnemidii,  or  Hypocnemidii^ 
inhabited,  north  of  both  the  others,  the  mountain  «f  Cnemis. 
The  Epizephyrian  Locri  took  their  name  from  the  Ze- 
phyrian  promontory  in  Italy,  which  they  inhabited.  The 
Epizephyrian  Locri  were  a  colony  of  the  Locri  Opuntii ;  who 
were  fo  called  from  their  principal  city,  Opus. 

fecond 
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fecond  year  of  the  24th  Olympiad,  at  the  time 
that  Tullus  Hoftilius  governed  in  Rome  *. 

The  Epizephyrian  Locri  were  famous  for 
the  laws  given  them  by  their  fellow-citizen, 
Zaleucus ;  who  was  a  fcholar  of  Pythagoras, 
and  whom  they  named  their  law-giver. 

According  to  fome  Zaleucus  was  of  noble 
birth  :  others  affirm  he  was  a  fhepherd,  and 
poetically  relate  that  he  was  inftructed  by 
Minerva.  In  oppofition  to  thefe,  fome  place 
the  time  in  which  he  lived  under  the  nine- 
and-twentieth  Olympiad. 

It  is  well  proved,  however,  that  he  was  the 
firft  among  the  Greeks  who  gave  written 
laws  ;  and  his  code  was  chiefly  collected  from 
the  laws  of  Minos,  of  Lycurgus,  and  the 
Athenian  Areopagus. 

Diodorus  infpires  us  with  a  very  high  idea 
of  the  wifdom  of  this  law-giver. 

"  In  the  preface  to  his  Code,  he  begins  with 
*c  difcourfing  on  the  Celeftial  Deities;  to  be- 
"  lieve  in  whom  was  the  firft  duty  required  of 
"  a  good  citizen.  From  a  view  of  the  hea- 
"  venly  bodies,  and  the  order  that  reigned 
"  through  creation,  they  were  required  to  be- 
**  lieve  that  the  world  was  not  the  work  of 


*  Cluv.  ltd.  Ant. 

A  a  4 
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"  chance,  but  of  the  Gods.  They  were  there- 
"  fore  to  honour  the  Gods,  as  the  authors  of 
"  all  that  was  good  and  beautiful  among  man- 
c<  kind.  They  were  to  keep  the  foul  pure 
"  from  all  guilt  :  for  the  Gods  did  not  de- 
a  light  in  the  facrifices  which  were  offered 
"  them  by  the  wicked,  however  coflly,  but 
"  rather  in  the  juftice  and  the  virtue  of  good 
men. 

"  After  having  exhorted  the  citizens  to 
"  piety  and  juftice  in  his  preface,  he  recom- 
"  mends  brotherly  love  ;  and  taught  that  he 
"  ihould  always  confider  his  enemy  as  a  per- 
"  fon  with  whom  it  was  poffible  he  might 
4t  be  reconciled,  and  become  his  friend  :  and 
"  whoever  would  not  act  thus  muft  be  con- 
"  fidered  as  a  man  of  an  unfan&ified  and  fa- 
"  vage  foul. 

4C  To  thofe  who  derived  power  from  their 
"  office  he  recommended  rigid  impartiality ; 
"  and  required  that  they  fhould  neither  be 
<c  infolent  nor  oppreffive. 

*c  Other  law-givers  punifhed  luxury  with 
I*  fines ;  Zaleucus  in  a  more  underftanding 
w  manner.  He  forbade  any  woman  to  be 
"  attended  by  more  than  one  female  flave, 
F  unlefs  (he  happened  to  be  a  little  drunk. 

«  She 
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*c  She  muft  not  leave  the  city  by  night,  unlefs 
"  fhe  went  to  commit  adultery  :  nor  muft 
"  me  wear  golden  ornaments,  and  embroir 
"  dered  robes,  unlefs  her  inclinations  were 
unchafte.  In  like  manner,  he  would  not 
"  fuffer  the  men  to  wear  gold  rings,  or  fine 
-<c  wool,  like  the  Milefians,  unlefs  they  were 
"  fornicators,  or  adulterers.  The  difgrace, 
*c  annexed  to  thefe  permitted  exceptions,  was 
#  more  effectual  than  any  other  penalty. 
fl  His  laws  were  famous  for  their  clearnefs 
concerning  contracts,  and  perplexed  cafes*/* 
Pardon  this  digreffion,  which  criticifm  may 
tell  me  i$  blameable,  becaufe  I  have  not  been 
at  Gerace ;  but  to  me  it  appears  interefting, 
particularly  in  the  prefent  age,  to  remark  how 
the  wife  ft  of  the  ancient  lawgivers  founded 
law  upon  religion.  How  great  too  were  their 
difficulties,  from  the  fpirit  of  the  Pagan  re- 
ligion, and  efpecially  of  the  Greeks  :  the  Gods 
of  whom  afforded  them  examples  of  every 
vice.  What  muft  we  think  of  our  modern 
lawgivers,  who,  in  the  conflict  of  opinions, 

*  Pindar  lays  of  the  Epizephyrian  Locri  that  Rectitude 
jefided  among  them. 

Nf/XEi  yag  'ATftKSia  7TQKV  Aoxgov 
Zsfufixv.  PlND. 

while 
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while  they  heap  decree  upon  decree,  agree 
only  in  the  destruction  of  the  true  and  holy 
religion  of  Jefus  Chrift? 

I  left  the  moft  beautiful  province  of  beau- 
tiful Italy  with  regret.  More  expofed  to  the 
all  vivifying  fun  than  their  countrymen,  the 
inhabitants  are  refrefhed  by  the  breezes  of  the 
two  feas,  are  fhaded  by  their  high  mountains 
and  forefts,  and  are  watered  by  numerous 
fprings;  which  enliven  the  fields  and  clothe 
them  with  a  mining  and  ever  verdant  herbage. 
All  that  the  other  parts  of  the  world  contain 
of  the  fublime  and  beautiful  is  found  collected 
in  Calabria,  Here  the  Indian  may  eat  his  date, 
and  the  Laplander  gratify  his  eye  with  the 
fnows  of  iEtna, 

The  Mediterranean,  the  coaft  of  Calabria, 
and  the  coaft  of  Sicily,  the  ftraits  of  MefTina 
here,  and  there  the  open  fea,  the  Lipari  iflands, 
each  rifing  like  an  individual  mountain,  and 
the  lofty  jEtna,  which  reigns  in  fearful  beauty, 
continually  attracting  the  eye  back  to  Sicily 
and  rendering  Sicily  itfelf  infignificant,  all 
thefe  grand  objects,  combined  with  the  vivi- 
fying charms  of  ever  blooming  nature,  nurfing 
man  in  her  lap  and  pouring  upon  him  her 
innumerable  charms,  filled  me  with  a  fenfa- 

tion 
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tion  which  makes  language,  when  attempting 
to  exprefs  it,  blufh  at  its  own  infufficiency ; 
a  fenfation  which  will  fweeten  all  the  recol- 
lections and  affociations  of  life ;  and  which, 
while  it  purifies  the  feelings  and  renders  them 
facred,  expands  and  ennobles  my  exiftence-! 
Nor  was  it  deftroyed ;  it  only  took  a  new  di- 
rection, at  the  thought  that  this  paradife  of 
fruits  and  flowers  was  the  arfenal  of  the  Al- 
mighty. Calabria  is  the  focus  of  fubterra- 
nean  fire  ;  which  breathes  and  exhales  through 
Vefuvius,  through  Stromboli,  and  through 
iEtna. 

It  is  probable  that  there  are  few  fruits  in 
the  known  earth  that  are  not  found  in  the 
greateft  perfection,  produced  by  this  friendly 
foil 

Calabria  teems  under  a  fertilizing  heaveru 
Earth,  fea,  and  fky,  confpire  to  crowa  her: 
but  fhe  bears  a  giant  in  her  womb,  by  whofe 
convulfive  throes  fhe  has  been  frequently 
ihaken.  She  groans  while  fuffering  under  the 
pangs  he  inflicts ;  and  thefe  groans  make  the 
fixed  earth  tremble  from  pole  to  pole ! 

So  be  it.  Happy  are  they  to  whom  the 
yoice  of  the  Lord  is  welcome,  though  it  fpeak 
in  thunder! 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXXXV. 

Meflina,  30th  May  1792. 

Among  his  other  high  merits, 
Homer  poffeffes  the  additional  one  of  having 
caft  a  light  over  the  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
tries, and  people,  that  he  had  vifited  ;  by  which 
the  darknefs  of  the  geography  and  hiftory  of 
antiquity  has  in  part  been  removed,  and  in 
part  left  in  a  kind  of  twilight :  through  which, 
though  the  objects  are  not  diftin&ly  feen, 
they  ftill  are  difcoverable.  Or  I  might  liken 
him  to  the  moon ;  whofe  foft  beams,  fhed 
over  mountains,  forefts,  and  feas,  pourtray 
their  grand  outline,  but  conceal  their  mafles 
in  fuch  a  filver  veil  that  an  unexercifed  eye 
difcovers  only  ftrange  incident,  terrifying 
phantom,  and  fupernatural  enchantment : 
while  a  more  experienced,  a  more  penetrating 
mind  delights  in  the  multiplied  forms,  and  in* 
dulges  imagination  in  the  half  vifible,  half 
concealed,  gigantic  fpeftres  that  dance  before 
it ;  yet,  though  amazed,  it  is  not  confounded, 
but  can  reduce  the  vifion  to  congruity,  to 
order,  and  to  ufe, 

The 
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The  bold  fables  of  Homer,  concerning  the 
Cyclops,  favour  and  promote  a  tradition  which 
certainly  was  not  wholly  groundlefs.  That 
thele  early  inhabitants  of  Sicily  were  giants  no 
man  can  pofitively  aflert,  or  deny.  As  little 
is  it  known  whether  they  were  the  firft  pof- 
feflbrs  of  this  ifland,  or  whether  they  drove 
the  ancient  inhabitants  beyond  the  fea,  or  ob- 
liged them  to  retire  from  the  coaft  and  live 
among  the  mountains.  The  Cyclops  certainly 
inhabited  the  weft  of  Sicily :  but  to  what  ex- 
tent is  entirely  dubious.  From  Homer  we 
learn  that  they  bitterly  opprefled  the  Phceaces  : 
till  at  laft  the  latter  fled  from  their  tyranny, 
under  the  conduft  of  Naufithoiu^  the  father 
of  Alcinous^  who  entertained  UlyfTes  when  he 
landed  on  the  ifland  of  Scheria*\  the  prefent? 
Corfu. 

The  Lajlrygones^  according  to  Thucydides, 
very  early  inhabited  Sicily :  but  this  great 
writer  acknowledges,  with  dignified  candour, 
that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  place  from- Jvhich 
they  came,  or  of  the  people  from  whom  they 
were  derived.  The  Laftrygones  of  Homer 
inhabited  Italy :  but  the  fame  people  may  as 
probably  have  fettled  on  the  continent  as'  on 

*  at  b.  vii.   ■  v 
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the  ifland.  Thucydides  himfelf  fays  *f%-  iC  Th& 
"  Sicani  maintained  themfelves  to  be  Au* 
u  tochthones :  or  the  aborigines  of  the  country  : 
"  yet  they  were  originally  from  Iberia^  or 
"  Spain,  and  were  driven  out  of  the  country* 
"  to  the  river  Sicanus,  by  the  Ligurians.'* 
The  Ligurians  lived  between  Piedmont  and 
Genoa.  From  the  Sicani  the  ifland  was  called 
Sica?iia.  Its  former  name  was  Trinacricn, 
Homer  calls  it  Trinacia ;  and  probably  the 
Greeks  changed  the  name  to  Trinacria  be- 
caufe  of  its  three  promontories.  The  Sicani 
continued  to  inhabit  the  weft  part  of  the  ifland 
in  the  time  of  Thucydides  ;  who  lived  about 
four  hundred  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrifh 
After  the  deftruclion  of  Troy,  fome  Trojans, 
efcaping  from  the  Greeks,  fled  to  Sicily,  landed 
near  the  Sicani^  and  were  called  Elymi :  or  He- 
lymi.  Their  towns  were  Erix  and  Egefla  :  or 
Scgejla :  for  both  names  are  found  in  booksj 
and  on  coins.  Thucydides  and  Diodorus 
write  Egejia.  At  the  fame  period,  the  Pha- 
cenfes,\who  with  the  reft  of  the  Greeks  had 
been  at  the  taking  of  Troy,  fettled  in  Sicily  * 
having  firft  been  driven  to  Africa,  by  a  ftorm, 
Some  tribes  had  already  fled  from  Italy  to  this 

*  Lib.  vi.  c.  2.  p.  378,  ed.  Duk* 

ifland, 
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ifland,  who  called  themfelves  Siculu  Thucy- 
dides  fays  that  there  were  Skuli  in  Italy  in  his 
time :  but  the  aflertion  of  Diodorus,  that  this 
nation  with  its  whole  power,  nroLvH^^  with- 
drew to  Sicily,  appears  to  me  more  probable: 
at  leaft  I  do  not  remember  to  have  found  any 
later  mention  of  the  Siculi  in  Italy  among  an- 
cient writers,  Thucydides  excepted ;  who  was 
not  perfectly  wrell  informed  refpecting  the 
ancient  tribes  of  Italy. 

After  the  Cyclops,  the  Lceftrygones^  and  the 
Phceaces^  the  Sicani  were  the  firft  people 
known  in  Sicily:  a  part  of  which  they  pof- 
feffed  while  the  other  three  tribes  lived  on  the 
ifland ;  and  the  Sicu/i,  when  they  came  here, 
found  it  inhabited  by  all  thefe  different 
people. 

The  fear  of  pirates,  a  fear  which  has  tor- 
mented thefe  iflanders  for  about  three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  years,  and  which  ftill  tor- 
ments them,  induced  the  Sicani  at  firft  to  live 
in  villages,  zw/^JV,  and  build  on  ftrong  hills* 
Each  of  thefe  divifions  had  its  own  prince. 
At  firft,  Diodorus  fays  *,  they  fpread  them- 
felves  over  the  whole  ifland  :  but,  as  Mount 
JEtna  caufed  much  devastation,  they  forfook 

*  Vol.  i.  lib,    p»  334. 

the 
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,  the  eaft  fide,  and  withdrew  to  the  weft. 
Many  generations  afterward,  the  Siculi  came 
from  Italy,  and  took  poifeflion  of  the  lands 
which  the  Sicani  had  left :  but,  as  they  con- 
tinued to  extend  themfelves  and  the  frontiers 
of  each  were  ravaged,  frequent  Wars  arofe 
between  them  ;  till  the  two  people  concluded 
a  treaty,  by  which  their  refpe&ive  boundaries 
were  fettled*  In  later  times,  Greek  colonies 
arrived,  and  built  cities  on  the  fea  coaft.  In- 
tercourfe  occafioned  the  Greek  manners  and 
language  finally  to  prevail ;  and  the  people 
were  then  called  Sicilians  Thefe  Greek 
colonies  I  fhall  cccafibnally  mention. 

Thucydides  tells  us  that  the  Phoenicians 
likewife  had  fcattered  fettlements  over  all  Si- 
cily ;  and  that  they  preferred  the  promon- 
tories, and  fmall  neighbouring  iflands,  as  the 
beft  adapted  for  their  trade  with  the  Siculi. 

After 

*  The  Siculi]  X«sX%  by  accurate  writers,  are  not  con- 
founded with  the  Sicilians^  Xittthmrai ;  which  lad  epithet 
is  only  applied  to  the  Greeks,  who  inhabited  Sicily. 
Their  colonies,  of  which  Diodorus  fpeaks  above,  arrived 
many  centuries,  fix  or  feven  at  the  leaft,  after  the  arrival 
of  the  Siculi  in  the  iflaud.  Naxus*  the  firft  of  thefe  colo- 
nies, was  inhabited  by  the  Greeks  feven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  :  as  was  Sy- 
racufe  the  following  year.  The  more  ancient  Greeks, 

who 
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After  the  arrival  of  numerous  Greek  colonies, 
the  Phoenicians  abandoned  moft  of  their  fet- 
dements,  and  retired  to  Motya,  Safaris,  or 
Solus,  the  prelent  Solatito,  and  to  Panormus, 
the  modern  Palermo,  near  the  Elymi ;  de- 
pending upon  their  alliance  with  this  people* 
and  their  vicinity ,  to  Carthage:  becaufe  thi9 
city  was  a  Phoenician  colony;  and  on  the 
Elymi  no  doubt  becaufe  they  were  Trojans 
by  defcent,  and  confidered  as  the  natural  ene- 
mies of  the  Greeks. 

When  the  Carthaginians  were  in  pofleffion 
of  large  trafts  of  the  north  and  weft  parts  of 
Sicily,  their  three  principal  places  were  Motya^ 
Soloris,  and  Panormus.  Probably  they  were 
ceded  to  them  by  the  Tyrians,  in  confequence 
of  advantageous  commercial  ftipulations :  for 
commerce  was  the  delight  of  the  latter;  while 
the  Carthaginians  delighted  to  govern,  as  well 

who  fettled  in  Sicily  after  the  Trojan  war,  are  not  under- 
flood  by  ancient  writers,  when  they  fpeak  of  Greek  colo- 
nies, or  Sicilians.  From  the  Siculi,  the  ifland  took  and 
maintained  the  name  of  Sicilia  among  the  Romans,  or 
Slkelia  among  the  Greeks.  We  {hould  no  more  confound 
the  Siculi  with  the  Sicilians  than  the  Italic  Iraxoi,  with  the 
Italians:  tr£Xj0frfi>  The  fiirft  were  the  natives  of  the 
country,  whom  the  Greeks  called  Barbarians  \  while  their 
epithet  for  their  own  colonies  in  Italy  was  Italians. 

Vol.  III.  Bb  as 
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as  to  trade.  It  is  certain  that  the  Phoenicians 
were  not  expelled  by  the  power  of  the  Car- 
thaginians ;  becaufe  thefe  towns  remained  in 
friendly  alliance  with  their  parent  city,  Tyre. 

By  the  firft  Punic  war,  the  Carthaginians 
were  deprived  of  their  territories  in  Sicily ; 
and  by  the  fecond  they  like  wife  loft  Syra- 
cuse :  from  which  period  the  whole  ifland  be- 
came a  Roman  province. 

On  the  partition  of  the  Roman  empire, 
Sicily  became  fubjecl  to  the  Emperors  of  the 
Eaft.  The  ifland  was  conquered  by  Genferick, 
King  of  the  Vandals  ;  and  recovered  by  Beli- 
farius,  for  Juftinian.  Before  the  middle  of  the 
ninth  century,  it  was  feized  on  by  the  Sara- 
cens; who,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years  afterward,  in  the  year  1070,  were  ex- 
pelled by  the  leaders  of  the  Normans,  the  two 
brothers,  Robert  Guifcard  and  Roger:  or 
Ruggitro.  Roger  the  Second,  in  the  year 
1 1 30,  took  the  tide  of  King ;  and  reigned 
i>ver  Sicily,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Naples. 
Conftantia,  the  daughter  of  William  the  Firft, 
brought  it  as  a  bridal  portion  to  the  German 
Emperor,  Henry  the  Sixth.  From  them  it 
devolved  on  their  fon,  Frederick  ;  who,  among 
our  Emperors,  is  known  as  Frederick  the 

Second. 
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Second.  It  was  thus  that  Sicily  was  inherited 
by  the  houfe  of  Swabia. 

After  the  death  of  Conrad  the  Fourth,  who 
was  the  fon  of  Frederick,  Manfred,  Frede- 
rick's natural  fon,  feized  on  the  two  kingdoms; 
and  Pope  Urban  the  Fourth,  and  after  him 
Clement  the  Fourth,  conferred  both  the 
crowns  on  Charles  of  Anjou,  brother  of  the 
French  King,  Lewis  the  Ninth.  Charles 
rendered  himfelf  odious,  and  the  people  in- 
vited Conrad,  whom  the  Italians  call  Corra- 
dino,  the  fon  of  the  Emperor  Conrad  the 
Fourth,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  throne  of  his 
fathers;  and  Conrad  was  killed  by  Charles  at 
Tag/ia  cozzo ;  a  little  town  in  the  province  of 
Abruzza  oltra.  Frederick  of  Auftria,  his 
friend  and  coufin,  was  imprifoned  *.  Con- 
radin  had  fled,  difgulfed  as  a  follower  of  the 
camp,  to  Auura ;  where  he  went  on  board  a 
boat,  and  promifed  the  boatman  his  ring,  be- 
caufe  he  had  no  money,  if  he  would  bring 
him  to  Pifa.  This  ring,  with  the  noble  ap- 
pearance and  youthful  beauty  of  Conradin, 
made  him  remarked  by  the  man ;  who  be- 
trayed him  to  Charles,  by  whom  he  was  fent 
to  Naples,  and  who,  with  the  confent  of  the 

*  Fazello. 
B  b  2  Pope 
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Pope,  condemned  Conradin  and  Frederick  of 
Auftria  to  death.  Frederic  was  firft  beheaded  ; 
and  Conradin,  taking  the  head  from  the 
ground,  affectionately  kiffed  it,  and  followed 
his  friend.  Charles  and  his  Holinefs  were 
playing  at  chefs,  when  the  news  of  the  exe- 
cution was  brought  them,  and  finifhed  their 
game  undifturbed. 

The  mother  of  Conradin  was  on  board  a 
veffel,  lying  at  the  ifland  of  Capri,  when  her 
Ion  was  condemned.  She  fet  fail  to  purchafe 
his  pardon,  landed  at  Naples,  and  heard  of  his 
death. 

Charles  governed  with  defpotic  caprice ;  and 
the  French,  with  whom  he  inundated  the 
country,  committed  every  crime  of  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  oppreffion,  and  cruelty.  John  of 
Procida,  a  man  of  an  enterpriling  fpirit,  who 
had  been  grofsiy  injured  by  the  French  in  the 
perfon  of  his  wife,  made  himfelf  the  chief  of 
a  confpiracy.  He  travelled,  difguifed  like  a 
monk,  to  Constantinople,  to  the  Greek  Em- 
peror, Michael  Paleologus,  to  Pope  Nicholas 
the  Third,  and  to  Peter  King  of  Arragon,  to 
whom  the  confpirators  offered  the  crown  of 
Sicily,  Peter  was  allied  to  the  houfe  of 
Swabia,  by  his  marriage  with  Conftantia,  who 

was 
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was  the  daughter  of  Manfred,  and  who  day 
and  night  excited  him  to  revenge  the  wrongs 
committed  on  the  race  of  Hohcnftaufen.  Mi- 
chael Paleologus  and  the  Pope,  who  both  hated 
Charles  of  Anjou,  gave  ear  to  Procida,  and 
promifed  to  favour  Peter. 

John  made  feveral  journeys,  always  under 
the  fame  difguife,  from  one  of  thefe  Princes 
to  the  other:  but  the  death  of  the  Pope  and 
the  election  of  Martin  the  Fourth,  who  was 
ftrongly  in  favour  of  the  French,  appeared  to 
render  the  execution  of  the  plan  impoflible. 
Peter  however  armed,  and  anfwered  the 
nuncio  of  the  Pope,  who  queftioned  him  on 
the  fubjecl:,  "  I  would  burn  my  fhirt,  if  it 
"  knew  my  fecrets." 

Procida,  in  the  mean  while,  engaged  the 
grandees  of  Sicily  in  this  dreadful  confpiracy; 
and,  on  the  third  day  of  Eafter,  in  the  year 
1282,  which  happened  on  the  30th  of  March, 
while  the  bell  was  tolling  to  vefpers,  the 
French  were  all  murdered. 

This  day  is  an  everlafting  (lain  to  both  na- 
tions. It  is  true  that  the  French  had  rendered 
themfelves  detefted  :  but  the  manner  in  which 
they  were  maflacred,  fparing  neither  fex  nor 
age,  was  no  lefs  hateful  than  were  the  crimes 
they  had  committed, 

B  b  3  Fazcllo, 
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Fazello,  a  good  Sicilian  hiftorian  of  the  fif- 
teenth century,  from  whom  I  have  extracted 
thefe  particulars,  adds  that  he  had  followed 
the  common  opinion  in  his  narrative  :  but 
that,  according  to  other  accounts,  which  he 
had    difcovered  in  various  annals  and  royal 
documents,  this  fanguinary  bufmefs  was  not 
the  confequence  of  a  long  confpiracy,  but 
apparently  the  work    of  chance.  Several 
of  the  people   of  Palermo,  on   the  third 
day  of  Eafter,  as  they  were  going  to  a 
church  near  the  town,  were  attacked  by  the 
French ;  who  fearched  the  clothes  of  men 
and  women,  on  the  pretence  of  their  having 
arms  concealed.   The  French  on  this  occafion 
indulged  themfelves  in  vile  exceffes,  commit- 
ted on  the  women  and  young  virgins ;  and 
one  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Drofjtto,  having 
thruft  his  hand  into  the  bofom  of  a  noble 
matron,  was  ftoned  by  the  already  highly  en- 
raged people  of  Palermo,  whofe  concourfe  was 
great.    The  rage  of  the  people  continued  and 
increaled,  till  the  French1  were  entirely  exter- 
minated :   hrft  in   Palermo,    and  afterward 
through  the  whole  illand. 

If  this  account  be  true,  and  it  is  faid  to  be 
founded  on  good  authority,  John  of  Procida 
may  then  be  reckoned  among  thofe  great  men 

who 
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who  have  freed  their  country  from  the  yoke 
of  foreign  defpotifm :  but,  if  he  had  any  part 
in  a  maffacre  which  fpared  neither  fex  nor 
age,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  his  great  qua- 
lities were  fullied  by  the  worft  of  crimes. 

Peter  of  Arragon  became  King  of  Sicily  ; 
and,  when  Johanna  the  Second,  Queen  of 
Naples,  in  the  year  1420,  adopted  Alphonfus 
the  Fifth  King  of  Arragon,  Sicily  was  again 
in  his  perfon  united  to  Naples.  But,  as  the 
houfe  of  Anjou  made  new  pretenfions,  Jo- 
hanna, being  diffatisfied  with  Alphonfus, 
adopted  Lewis  of  Anjou  in  his  ftead ;  and, 
at  her  death,  bequeathed  the  crown  to  his 
brother,  Renatus  of  Anjou. 

The  Kings  of  Arragon  remained  in  poffef- 
fion  of  the  two  kingdoms  ;  till,  at  the  end  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  after  the  death  of  Fe  * 
dinand  the  Second,  his  paternal  uncle,  Frede- 
rick of  Arragon  was  robbed  of  the  crown  by 
Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  King  of  Spain,  and 
Lewis  the  Twelfth,  King  of  France.  The 
monarchs  divided  the  two  kingdoms ;  but 
Ferdinand  foon  acquired  the  fovereignty  both 
of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

From  this  time,  thefe  countries  remained 
above  two  hundred  years  under  the  dominion 
B  b  4  of 


j;6  TRAVELS  OF 

of  Spain  ;  till,  during  the  war  of  the  fuccef- 
fion,  in  the  year  1 707,  an  Imperial  army  feized 
on  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  in  the  name  of 
King  Charles  the  Third  ;  who  afterward  be- 
came Emperor,  under  the  title  of  Charles  the 
Sixth. 

At  the  peace  of  1713,  Sicily  was  ceded  by 
France  to  Victor  Amadeus  the  Second,  Duke 
of  Savoy:  by  whom  it  was  held  till  the  year 
1 71 8  ;  when  he  refigned  it  to  the  Emperor, 
Charles  the  Sixth,  in  exchange  for  Sardinia. 
During  the  five  years  that  it  was  under  the 
government  of  Savoy,  Sicily  was  provided 
with  many  wife  laws,  and  no.ble  inftitutions. 

In  the  year  1734,  Don  Carlos,  Infant  of 
Spain,  became  poffeiled  of  both  kingdoms,  in 
confequence  of  the  battle  of  Bitonto ;  and 
two  years  afterward  they  were  ceded  to  him 
and  his  fucceflbrs,  by  the  Emperor. 

In  the  year  1759,  Don  Carlos  declared  his 
fon,  Ferdinand  the  Fourth,  King  of  Naples 
and  Sicily:  he  having  himfelf  fucceeded  to 
the  throne  of  Spain.  Ferdinand,  who  is  the 
prefent  King^  acceded  to  the  government  in 
the  year  1762,  The  memory  of  Don  Carlqs 
is  revered  in  both  kingdoms ;  and  a  traveller 
every  where  finds  proofs  of  his  wife  precau- 
tions, 
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tions,  in  behalf  of  the  fafety,  convenience,  and 
profperity,  of  the  people. 

A  complete  hiftory  of  Sicily  is  no  part  of 
my  plan :  but,  as  it  appears  to  me  that  a  brief 
account  of  the  individual  towns  of  an  ifland, 
which  has  been  the  theatre  of  fo  many  events, 
might  be  ufeful,  I  imagine  that  an  abftracT:  of 
the  hiftory  of  the  country  will  not  be  thought; 
fuperfluous, 

On  the  27th,  we  fet  fail  from  Reggio  to 
Meflina,  The  fituation  of  this  town  is  uni-* 
verfally  and  juftly  celebrated  for  its  beauty. 
It  is  built  facing  the  bay,  and  is  covered  by 
mountains ;  the  intermingling  heights  and 
depths  of  which  afford  traces  that  appear  to 
denote  great  convulfions.  The  bay,  extend- 
ing to  the  right,  from  fouth  fouth-weft  to 
north  north-eaft,  is  in  the  fhape  of  a  fickle, 
and  the  cape  curves  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
almoft  tq  enclofe  the  haven.  Qn  the  point 
of  this  cape  there  is  a  high  lighthoufe.  Dio- 
dorus  mentions  a  tradition,  according  to  which 
the  fabulous  Orion,  at  the  reqijeft  of  Zanclus, 
an  ancient  king  of  this  place,  is  faid  to  have 
formed  the  haven  by  throwing  up  a  dam  *. 

Whether  it  be,  as  Diodorus  fays,  that 

*  Diod.  vol,  i.  lib.  i\\  p.  327. 

Meffina 
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Mefiina  in  early  ages  was  called  Zavrft^ 
after  this  King,  or  as  Thucydides  ailerts,  after 
the  word  Zaxdcrt,  which  in  the  language  of 
the  SicuC  was  the  name  of  a  fickle,  in  either 
cafe  the  antiquity  of  the  town  is  proved. 

According  to  Thucydides,  its  firft  Greek 
poiTelTbrs  were  pirates,  from  Cum*  in  Cjm- 
pan: j ;  the  inhabitants  of  which  originally 
came  from  Cbaltis,  in  Eufoj.  Its  territories 
were  afterward  poffefled  by  the  Chalcidenfes, 
and  other  people  of  Eubcea.  Thefe  were  ba- 
nifhed  by  the  Sjmii>  and  other  Icn'tans  jj  who, 
flying  before  the  Perfuns,  landed  in  Sicily*. 

Herodotus  relates  this  ftory  with  circum- 
ftances  that  may  ferve  to  throw  a  light  over 
ages  which  we,  from  our  love  for  the  an- 
cients, are  prone  to  rate  too  highly. 

"  When  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyftafpes, 
"  wlmed  to  fubdue  the  iflands  of  Greece,  and 
*  the  people  of  Samos  law  thatthev  could  not 
•*  refill  his  power,  they  determined  to  leave 
"  their  country.  About  this  time  the  people 
u  of  Zande  lent  ambaffadors  to  the  people 
m  of  Icnia^  inviting  them  to  found  an  f&ftian 
M  town  on  their  charming  fhores.  Thefe 
"  charming  lliores,  as  they  were  called,  be- 

*  Thuc-  p.  3Sc« 

5  "  loDged 
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u  longed  to  the  Siculi ;  and  lay  on  that  part 
u  of  the  ifland  which  was  facing  the  Tyrrhe* 
w  man  fea*. 

"  The  Samii  were  properly  Ionians;  and, 
"  being  joined  by  the  Milefil^  who  efcaped 
u  from  Miletus  after  it  had  been  deftroyed  by 
"  the  Perfians,  accepting  the  invitation,  failed 
?  for  Sicily.  When  they  had  arrived  in  the 
"  country  of  the  Epizephyrian  Locrl^  at  the 
"  time  that  the  people  of  Zancle,  led  by  their 
"  King  Scythes,  were  befieging  a  city  of  the 
"  Siculi,  which  they  intended  to  deftroy,  the 
"  Samii  were  perfuaded,  by  Anaxileus  the 
"  tyrant  of  Rhegium,  who  was  the  enemy  of 
"  Zancle,  to  think  no  more  of  the  charmino* 
"  mores,  but  to  feize  upon  Zancle  now  that 
44  the  men  were  abfent:  and  the  Samii  fol- 
"  lowed  his  advice. 

"  As  foon  as  the  people  of  Zancle  heard 
"  that  their  city  was  thus  pofie3ed,  they  haft- 
"  ened  to  require  aid  of  Hippocrates,  the  ty- 
"  rant  of  Gela;  who  took  Scythes,  the  ruler 
"  of  Zancle,  and  his  brother,  Pythogenes,  put 
"  them  in  fetters,  and  feitf  them  both  to  the 
*  city  of  Inycum.  The  reft  of  the  citizens  of 
"  Zancle  he  betrayed  to  the  Samii ;  for  which 

*  Toward  the  north,  between  Meffina  and  Palermo. 

"he 
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a  he  had  the  half  of  the  Haves,  the  chattels  of 
"  the  city,  and  likewife  thofe  of  the  territory. 
"  Mod  of  the  people  of  Zancle  he  kept  as 
"  Haves ;  but  furrendered  three  hundred  of  the 
"  chief  of  them  to  the  Samii,  to  be  ftrangled  : 
"  which  cruelty  the  Samii  forbore  to  perpe- 
"  trate*  " 

According  to  Thucydides,  the  Samii  were 
expelled  by  Anaxileus  :  but  this  does  not  con- 
tradict the  account  of  Herodotus.  The  corn- 
pads  of  the  wicked  have  no  bond,  but  their 
common  intereft. 

Thucydides  adds  that,  after  Anaxileus  had 
driven  out  the  Samii,  he  called  the  city  Mef- 
fina:  becaufe  he  came  from  the  country  of 
Mejfenia,  in  Peloponnefusf.  Anaxileus  died 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  76th  Olympiad,  475 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  continuing  till 
death  the  tyrant  of  Rhegium  and  Zancle. 
Mycithus,  the  tutor  of  his  children,  honoura- 
bly governed  in  their  name  :  but  the  fons  of 
Anaxileus,  when  they  fucceeded  to  the  go- 
vernment themfelves,  were  expelled  by  the 
people  of  Zancle  and  Rhegium,  who  both 
aflerted  their  freedom  J, 

*  Herod  lib.  y'u  no.  22,  23.  f  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  380. 
•{  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  440,  454,  461. 

Juft 
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Juft  before  the  Peloponnefian  war,  a  party 
in  the  divided  Meflina  called  in  the  Locri  5 
who  continued  for  fome  time  in  poffeflion  of 
the  city,  but  were  afterward  expelled. 

Under  the  elder  Dionyfius,  Meflina  was 
taken  and  deftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians  ; 
and  again  re-peopled  by  Dionyfius.  It  then 
groaned  under  the  yoke  of  two  tyrants; 
Hipparcus,  and  Hippo.  Timoleon  the  Co- 
rinthian, who  was  always  victorious  and 
always  the  vi&or  of  freedom,  beftowed  the 
bleflings  of  liberty  on  Meflina.  It  was  like- 
wife  difturbed  by  Agathocles,  the  tyrant  of 
Sicily ;  and  was  afterward  conquered  by  the 
people  of  Campania,  from  Mamertum,  and 
many  of  the  citizens  were  maflacred.  The 
Carthaginians  and  Hiero  the  Second,  King  of 
Syracufe,  marched  againft  the  aflailants  ;  and 
the  people  of  Mamertum  aiked  and,  to  the 
eternal  fhame  of  Rome,  obtained  aid  of  the 
Romans,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  firft 
Punic  war. 

Under  the  Roman  dominion,  Meflina  long 
enjoyed  peace.  The  rapacious  Prsetor,  Verres, 
fpared  this  city  ;  which  difgraced  itfelf  by  fur- 
nifhing  him  with  a  fhip,  for  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  the  wealth  he  had  acquired  by  plunder. 
1  In 
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In  the  war  between  Octavianus  and  Sextus 
Pompeins,  Meffina  took  part  with  the  latter. 

It  was  not  till  two  hundred  years*  after  the 
Saracens  had  been  pofferTed  of  Sicily  that  they 
could  gain  pofiellion  of  this  place ;  into  which 
they  carried  fire  and  fword,  and  where  they 
only  remained  two  years.  The  nobles  of 
Meffina  invited  the  Norman  chiefs,  who  drove 
the  Saracens  out  of  Sicily.  In  the  year  io6o5 
Meffina  was  taken  by  Roger,  Count  of  Cala- 
bria ;  who,  after  the  conqueft:  of  the  ifland, 
called  himfelf  Count  of  Calabria  and  Sicily. 

After  the  Sicilian  vefpers,  Meffina  once 
more  endured  a  fevere  fiege  from  Charles  of 
Anjou.  Young  and  old,  layman  and  pried, 
united  to  oppofe  this  enemy ;  by  whofe  pride 
they  had  been  oppreffed,  and  whofe  enflamed 
rage  they  dreaded.  The  noble  matrons 
afforded  an  example  to  the  women,  took  parr, 
in  defence  of  their  country,  and,  difagreeable 
as  it  may  be  to  fee  this  gentle  fex  forgetful  of 
their  line  fenfations,  and  neglecting  their 
houfehold  duties,  regardlefs  of  fear  or  fhame 
to  mingle  thus  among  contending  multitudes, 
yet,  in  this  cafe,  they  muft  not  be  fo  con- 
demned :  for  there  was  no  injury,  no  difgrace, 

**  Fazello  :  the  end  of  the  fixth  book. 
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which  they  might  not  juftly  dread  from  a 
cruel  and  licentious  foe,  whofe  lafcivious 
excefs  would  have  been  exercifed  upon  them 
and  their  children.  They  fupplied  their  huf- 
bands,  fathers,  brothers,  and  fons,  with  arms 
and  ftones  ;  carried  them  refreshing  beverage, 
and  prefented  the  infants  at  their  bofom,  ex- 
horting them  to  pity  and  protedt  the  helplefs 
and  the  innocent.  The  citizens  heard,  and 
coLirageoufly  defended  themfelves,  till  Peter  of 
Arragon  came  to  their  relief  % 

The  Kings  of  Arragon  were  as  kind  to 
Meflina  as  were  the  Kings  of  the  Norman 
race ;  by  whom  it  had  been  efpecially  fa- 
voured. In  the  year  1673,  when  Charles 
the  Second  governed,  Meffina  was  difturbed 
by  factions ;  one  of  which  was  fo  mad  as  to 
betray  the  town  to  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  by 
whom  however  it  could  not  be  maintained. 

It  was  feverely  chaftifed  by  Spain,  The 
King  deprived  it  of  its  privileges,  and  the 
ttmocii  of  its  former  authority.  The  city  fell 
to  decay;  but  it  once  more  recovered  under 
Vidor  Amadeus  the  Second. 

In  the  year  1741,  Meflina  was  dreadfully 
viulted  by  the  plague ;  which  was  foon  fol- 
*  Fazello  :  the  end  of  the  eighth  book. 

lowed 


TRAVELS  OF 


lowed  by  a  deftru&ive  kind  of  fmall  pox.  At 
this  time,  the  population  was  reduced  from 
about  feventy  to  twenty  thoufand  fouls.  It  is 
affirmed  that,  in  the  laft  century,  it  contained 
a  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants. 

It  was  half  deftroyed  in  1783,  by  the  earth- 
quake ;  but  it  has  in  great  part  been  rebuilt, 
and  the  ftreets  are  now  more  fpacious  and 
handfome.  Their  houfes  are  palaces :  yet 
they  have  wifely  built  them  only  two  ftories 
high,  from  the  fear  of  future  fhocks ;  when 
the  higheft  houfes  are  always  in  the  greateft 
danger.  The  earthquake,  in  general,  deftroyed 
only  the  upper  ftories  :  the  lower  parts  of  the 
building  were  moll  of  them  left  ftanding* 
Experience  has  taught  that  this  is  frequently 
the  cafe :  for  which  reafon  thofe  people  who 
can  preferve  their  prefence  of  mind,  amid 
terror  fo  fudden,  feek  fafety  under  the  doors, 
and  windows,  rather  than  in  the  ftreet. 

The  undermoft  ftories  of  the  new  houfes  are 
built  upon  arcades,  in  moft  of  which  there  are 
fhops. 

The  earthquake  had  the  fame  effeft  here  ori 
the  women  as  in  Scylla.  Some,  who  had 
been  fixteen  or  eighteen  years  married  and 
childlefs,  conceived  and  brought  forth.  Of 

thofe 
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thofe  who  were  pregnant,  when  the  terror  of 
the  mocks  feized  them,  none  mifcarried.  I 
yefterday  converfed  with  a  woman  of  Naples, 
who  has  much  courage  and  animation,  who 
was  pregnant  when  her  houfe  was  thrown 
down,  and  who  remained  fixty-five  nights 
without  a  bed  to  fleep  in.  This  too  was  from 
the  5th  of  February  ;  yet  flic  was  delivered, 
at  her  proper  time,  of  a  healthy  child,  and  was 
well  herfelf. 

The  Pala%ata,  which,  following  the  gentle 
curvings  of  the  more,  was  built  the  whole 
length  of  the  city,  muft  have  been  the  mofl 
beautiful  ftrudure  of  its  kind.  It  confided 
of  a  row  of  fimilar  palaces,  that  were  four 
ftories  high ;  and  its  prefent  ruins  are  fuf- 
ficient  proofs  of  its  former  grandeur. 

The  reafon  that  it  has  not  been  rebuilt  is 
the  defire  of  the  King  that  it  mould  be  as  high 
as  before  ;  from  a  fuppofition  that  it  protected 
the  haven  againft  the  wind  :  but  the  citizens, 
taught  by  experience,  dreaded  a  building  of 
four  ftories  high.  They  were  certainly  right ; 
and,  mould  the  King  at  laft  accomplish  his 
often  intended  and  as  often  difappointed  vifit 
to  Sicily,  his  own  eye  would  convince  him 
that  the  haven,  protected  as  it  is  hy  the  moun-f 

Vql.  Ill,  C  c  tains 
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tains  immediately  behind  the  city,  has  no 
occafion  of  any  flicker  from  the  wind  which 
the  palaces  could  afford. 

This  haven,  which  Charles  the  Sixth  made 
a  free  port,  is  certainly  one  of  the  fineft  in 
Europe.  The  long  and  broad  open  place, 
between  the  Pa/azata  and  the  fea,  ferves  the 
inhabitants  as  a  walk  ;  from  which  there  is  a 
grand  profped  toward  the  Faro,  and  the  coaft 
of  Calabria.  A  grove  of  elms  and  poplars  is 
planted  here,  which  extends  to  the  femicircular 
cape.  At  the  extremity  of  this  wood  the  ci- 
tadel is  built ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  haven 
the  great  light-houfe  and  the  Lazaretto,  where 
the  mariners  that  come  from  the  Levant  per- 
form quarantine*.  The  citadel  was  built  foon 
after  Meflina  was  again  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Spain,  when  it  had  refigned  itfelf  to  Lewis 
the  Fourteenth.  There  is  likewife  a  flrong 
fortrefs  on  the  extreme  point  of  the  fickle,  or 

cape  i 

*  This  reftraint  of  performing  quarantine,  which  is  not 
always  of  forty  days  duration,  but  is  mortened  according 
to  circumftances  and  feldom  increafed,  is  fo  injurious  to 
the  trade  of  the  Levant  as  frequently  to  be  its  deduc- 
tion. What  gain  can  the  merchant  receive  who  is  obliged 
to  keep  his  whole  crew  inactive  at  the  Lazaretto^  or  in  a 
veffel  befide  tlfe  Lazaretto,  from  a  fortnight  to  five  and 

fix 
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cape ;  and  the  city  is  overlooked  and  defended 
by  three  others. 

The  mountains  which  rife  behind  Meffina 
in  the  form  of  a  half  moon,  belong  to  the 
mountains  which  the  ancients  fometimes 
called  Peloriuniy  and  fometimes  the  mountains 
of  Neptune.  They  extend  from  Taormina  to 
Capo  di  Faro. 

Early  yefterday,  we  took  boat  at  the  haven 
and  went  to  the  great  light-houfe  ;  by  the  fide 
of  which  is  the  whirlpool,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
Charybdis  of  Homer  :  the  whirlpool  of  Cape 
di  Faro  having  been  overlooked.  Both  of  thefe 
whirlpools  are  occasioned  by  the  conteft  that 
happens,  when  the  winds  and  currents  oppofe 
each  other.  Our  feamen  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  other  whirlpool,  and  faid  it  was 
much  the  ftrongeft  ;  becaufe  the  ftrait  there 
was  much  the  fmalleft. 

fix  weeks  ?  The  Venetians  reckon  the  quarantine  from 
the  day  on  which  the  fhip  left  the  place  fufpecled  of  the 
plague  j  which  is  evidently  more  rational.  It  is  alleged 
that  the  feamen  might  have  had  intercourfe  with  infected 
people  :  but  can  no  dependance  be  placed  on  the  uni- 
form tedimony  of  the  crew  ?  Could  no  penalty  be  in- 
flicted, on  falfehood,  which  they  neither  all  would  wi(h 
nor  all  would  dare  to  incur  ;  and  by  which  prevarication 
would  not  only  be  attended  with  (hame  but  punifhment  ? 

C  c  2  The 
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The  Agrumi  are  as  excellent,  in  the  gardens 
of  Meffina,  as  they  are  at  Reggio.  The  fweet 
kind  of  citron,  which  is  called  va/enziana,  is 
as  large  as  a  fmall  melon.  There  is  likewife  a 
kind  of  citron  here,  and  in  Calabria,  which  is 
nearly  round,  but  fuddenly  pointed  at  the 
end.  This  too  is  a  fweet  fort,  is  more 
odoriferous  than  the  other,  and  is  called 
limonella  di  Spagna  :  the  little  Spanifli  lemon. 

Meffina  trades  largely  in  the  products  of 
the  ifland ;  which  is  fo  bountifully  gifted 
by  nature.  The  principal  articles  are  corn,  oil, 
wine,  filk,  raw  and  wrought,  fruits,  and  pot 
am. 

The  prefent  population  of  Meffina,  accord- 
ing to  different  accounts,  is  eftimated  at  leaft 
to  be  fix-and-thirty  thoufand,  The  air  is 
very  healthy  ;  and,  compared  to  the  reft  of 
Sicily,  is  cool. 
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Palermo,  5th  June  1792* 

We  left  Meflina  early  on  the  31ft 
of  May,  and  foon  came  to  the  fteep  winding 
road  of  a  mountain,  which  the  ancients  called 
Eunes,  and  Series*.  Like  the  neighbouring 
country,  it  is  covered  with  broom,  brufhwood * 
and  fern ;  and  would  afford  little  pleafure 
were  it  not  that,  on  one  fide,  there  is  a  prof- 
peel:  from  it  toward  the  fea  and  Meffina, 
whofe  circular  bay  and  cape  are  remarkably 
charming,  which  atones  for  the  barren  uni- 
formity of  the  other  fide. 

We  left  this  height  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  fea,  and  foon  came  to  a  diftrict  in 
which  the  induftry  of  the  people  appears  to 
vie  with  the  excellence  of  the  foil.  Among 
the  tall  grain  Hood  the  mulberry,  the  fig,  and 
the  pomegranate  tree,  as  high  as  any  that  we 
had  feen  in  the  fineft  parts  of  Calabria.  Many 
people  were  employed  in  {tripping  the  leaf 
from  the  mulberry  tree.   Like  the  wife  pro- 

*  Cluv.  Sic.  Ant, 

C  c  3  vifioa 
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vifion  made  for  the  camel,  which  kneeling 
while  it  is  loaded  has  a  peculiar  {kin  to  guard 
the  knee,  and  the  back  of  which,  that  it  may- 
bear  the  better,  is  gifted  with  a  kind  of  na- 
tural faddle,  fo  the  growth  of  the  mulberry 
tree*  which  here  is  uncommonly  large,  forms 
itfelf  in  a  manner  that  women  and  children 
can  eafily  climb  to  its  topmoft  boughs.  The 
filk-worm  will  now  foon  begin  to  fpin  ;  and 
they  give  it  leaves  in  plenty,  that  its  produce 
may  be  the  greater.  Both  the  kingdoms  have 
two  annual  harvefts  of  filk ;  an  early,  and 
a  late.  The  early  lilk  worm  fpins  at  the  end 
of  May,  or  the  beginning  of  June  :  the  late  at 
the  end  of  July.  The  filk  of  the  laft  is  the 
fined.  The  culture  of  filk  was  not  introduced 
t©  Italy  and  Sicily  by  the  ancients. 

The  fig  tree  here  attains  a  great  fize.  I  faw 
a  large  flock  of  iheep  lie  at  their  eafe  uftder 
the  fhade  of  a  fingle  tree. 

We  faw  barley  reaped.  Other  barley,  nay 
and  oat  fields  were  already  again  prepared,  and 
fowed  with  Turkifh  wheat  ( maize )  which 
they  here  call  grano  (Plndia^  Indian  corn,  and 
granone,  or  great  corn.  We  faw  grain  of  this 
kind,  in  fome  fields,  which  already  was  half 
in  ell  high.    The  earth  was  turned  and  the 

clods 
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clods  broken  with  the  hoe,  as  well  on  thefe 
fields  that  were  again  fowed  as  on  thofe  that 
had  been  lately  ploughed.  It  is  a  troublefome 
labour,  but  much  more  ufeful  than.  Qur  har- 
row ;  the  ufe  of  which,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  is 
unknown  in  Naples ,  and  Sicily*,  The  rye,- 
which  here  as  in  Italy  is  called  grano  Ger- 
manO)  or  German  corn,  is  ready  for  the  fickle. 
Befide  the  kinds  of  wheat  known  to  us,  there 
are  feveral  others  here,  of  which  I  mean  to 
be  better  informed,  Moft  of  the  wheat  and 
the  rye  are  fown  in  February,  and  reaped  in 
June. 

The  fields  in  general  are  planted  with  the 
Indian  fig  :  caBus  opiintia.  This  remarkable 
plant  is  at  prefent  ornamented  with  yellow 
flowers.  The  trees  of  the  two  fexes  are  dif- 
ferent :  the  male  is  armed  with  large  prickles, 
but  the  fruit  of  the  female  is  preferred.  They 
grow  to  fuch  a  height  that  horfemen  may  ride 
under  them.  In  order  to  propagate  them,  you 
need  but  bury  a  leaf  in  the  earth.  Thefe 
leaves  ferve  not  only  to  burn  (particularly  for 
killing  the  filk  worm)  but  they  are  likewife 
roafted,  foaked,  and  given,  to  the  hogs. 

In  the  Terra  cTOtranto  and  in  Calabria,  I 

*  I  afterward  faw  a  harrow  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

C  c  4  have 
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v  have  feen  a  particular  kind  of  folanum^  or 
nightfhade,  which  here  is  very  common.  The 
ftem  is  tolerably  high,  has  jagged  prickly 
leaves,  bears  clear  violet  flowers  with  a  yellow 
horn  in  the  middle,  and  its  fruit  is  a  yellow 
berry  of  the  fize  of  a  wild  apple  ;  which  berry 
is  full  of  kernels,  that  are  ufed  in  medicine  as 
a  healthful  diuretic,  although  the  fruit  itfelf  is 
poifonous*  Our  folanum  dulcamara^  which 
grows  in  marfhy  places  and  fprings  with  ten- 
der branches  clinging  to  other  {terns,  having  a 
fmaller  darker  coloured  violet  flower,  and  a 
rather  arched  thin  yellow  horn,  from  which 
a  little  mining  red  berry  rifes,  appears  to  me 
much  more  beautiful  than  this  larger  kind.  It 
is  found  in  both  kingdoms  ;  but  more  feldom 
than  in  the  north  of  Germany,  and  in  Den- 
mark. 

The  numerous  wild  plants  and  flowers 
which,  with  us,  require  the  utmoft  care,  and 
then  can  fcarcely  be  produced,  gratify  the  eye 
in  a  delightful  manner.  The  riclnus^  from 
which  the  celebrated  x^merican  oil  is  extracted, 
•grows  in  great  quantities  befide  the  oleander; 
The  artichoke,  the  licorice,  and  the  horned 
yellow  poppy,  all  grow  wild.  The  wholefome 
quality  of  the  licorice  oceafiojas  it  to  be  a 

branch 
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branch  of  trade.  The  feamen  of  this  country- 
chew  the  licorice,  as  the  failors  of  the  north 
do  tobacco. 

The  praife  which  Horace  has  beftowed 
upon  Tarentum  is  peculiarly  due  to  the  fouth 
of  Italy,  and  Sicily ;  for  the  fpring  is  long, 
and  the  winter  mild.  I  here  ftill  faw  the 
white  ornithogalum%  with  tender  purple  ftripes* 
and  the  elder  tree,  in  bloom  ;  both  of  which  I 
had  feen  blowing,  on  the  3d  of  February,  at 
Terracirh.  Spring  and  fummer  refide  toge- 
ther in  the  fields,  bud  and  bear  on  the  fame 
tree,  and  fometimes  extend  their  hofpitable 
friendfhip  to  autumn.  What  a  country  is  this 
for  the  botanift,  who  here  may  find  unknown 
plants  in  flower  and  in  feed  at  the  fame  time  ! 
For  thefe  four  months,  I  have  continually  feen 
the  orange  and  citron  tree,  bearing  their  aro- 
matic buds  and  their  golden  fruit. 

On  my  firft  day's  journey  from  Meffina,  I 
faw  a  grove  of  agrumi ;  the  trees  of  wrhich 
excelled  in  fize  all  that  I  have  met  wTith  in 
Italy,  nay  in  Sorento,  Taranto,  and  Reggio. 
The  pomegranates  were  numberlefs,  tall,  anfl^ 
in  bloom  ;  and  the  beauty  of  their  flowers  is 
no  where  furpafled.    The  charms  of  thefe 
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imiling  regions  are  irxreafed  by  the  profpedT  - 
of  the  fea,  on  one  fide,  and  of  lofty  moun- 
tains, on  the  other.  Over  thefe  iEtna  is  occa- 
fionally  feen  lordly  to  rife.  We  discovered, 
on  the  right,  the  fmall  cape  on  which  Milazzo 
ftandso  It  was  firft  built  by  the  Mejfsnii ;  and 
its  ancient  Greek  name  was  Mylce  :  MvKolu 

In  the  evening,  we  took  lip  our  abode  with 
a  canon  of  Pozzo  di  Gotto ;  to  whom  we  had  % 
a  letter,  and  who  received  us  kindly.  He  has 
a  large  garden,  iff  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
delights. 

On  the  i  ft  of  June,  we  paffed  at  one  time 
through  fruitful  plantations,  and  at  another 
along  the  fandy  more  of  the  fea ;  which  fand 
itfelf  produces  numberlefs  plants  :  particularly 
the  yellow  poppy,  and  the  oleander.  About 
noon,  we  afcended  the  mountain  Tindaro  ; 
leaving  the  monaftery  of  Santa  Maria  di  Tin- 
daro on  a  height,  by  the  fea  fide.  Here  ftood 
a  Greek  town,  which  was  founded  by  the 
Mejfenii  in  the  time  of  Dionyfius,  the  tyrant 
of  Syracufe.  Dionyfius  granted  them  land  to 
till,  and  they  called  the  town  Tyndaris ;  after 
Tyndarus,  an  ancient  King  of  Sparta  ;  becaufe 
they  maintained  that,  in  very  ancient  times, 

Meffina 
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Meffina  had  appertained  to  Lacedemonia*. 
This  town  gained  great  refpeft.  Gicero  calls 
it  a  very  noble  city :  and  its  people  the 
allies  and  friends  of  the  Romans. 

On  the  left,  we  faw  the  mountain  caftle  of 
the  little  town  of  Tripi;  which  is  held  to  be 
the  ancient  Greek  town  of  Ahac&pn%  the  Latin 
Abacanum.  It  lies  on  the  river  Oliveri,  the 
bed  of  which  is  dry  in  fummer.  We  pafled 
it  juft  before  we  afcended  the  hill.  It  empties 
itfelf  into  the  fea,  below^  the  promontory  of 
Oliver}.  The  Greeks  called  this  river  Helicon. 
Moft  of  the  rivers  of  Sicily  are  dry  in  fum- 
mer, or  reduced  to  very  fhallow  ftreams  :  but 

*  This  account,  from  Strabo,  contradicts  the  more 
worthy  teftimony  of  Thucydides  ;  according  to  whom 
Meflina  was  a  colony  from  Chalets,  in  Eubcea,  was  firft 
called  Zanchy  and  had  the  name  of  Mejfena  given  it  by  the 
tyrant  Anaxeleus :  becaufe  he  affirmed  he  was  himfelf  of 
Mejfenian  origin.  Tyndarus  was  King  of  Sparta,  the 
hulband  of  Leda,  and  father  of  Caftor  and  Pollux^ 
Helena  and  Clytemneftra.  The  fable  fays  that  Zeus 
vifited  Leda  in  the  form  of  a  fwan  and  that  Caftor  and 
Helen  were  produced  from  two  eggs  :  Pollux  and  Cly- 
temneftra were  the  children  of  Tyndarus.  The  antiquity 
of  this  fable  is  great,  and  the  tale  is  differently  told  % 
Pollux  is  now  the  fon  of  Zeus,  and  now  Caftor.  Homer 
calls  Helen  the  daughter  of  Zeus;  fagacioufly  omitting 
the  egg. 

t0 
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to  travellers  in  winter  they  are  very  incon- 
venient, and  often  dangerous. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  along  the  heights 
of  the  promontory  of  Carava ;  which,  though 
fteep,  is  cultivated  for  the  vine  on  its  heights, 
and  corn  below.  Its  point  is  a  fteep  rock ; 
againft  which  the  waves  break  and  foam.  We 
proceeded  along  rough  paths  to  a  row  of 
rocks,  on  the  topmofl  of  which  a  tower  is 
built.  Nature  here  has  formed  for  herfelf  a 
wall  of  rock  in  the  fea  ;  over  which  no  path 
leads,  and  through  which  a  hollow  way  has 
necefTarily  been  cut.  This  place  is  called 
Torre  di  Ciavoli  :  or  Caftello  di  hiago.  Here 
I  met  with  as  beautiful  a  valley  as  I  have  ever 
beheld.  I  might  indeed  fay  the  mod  beau- 
tiful. 

We  went  to  a  little  fortrefs  called  BroIoy 
which  belongs  to  the  Marchefe  Lungarinu 
W e  had  a  letter  to  the  fteward  of  the  caftle, 
given  us  by  a  perfon  of  Po^zo  di  Gottoy  whsfe 
name  I  do  not  know,  who  had  feen  nothing 
of  us,  and  without  our  knowledge,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  our  vstturino. 

This  caftle  ftands  on  a  rock,  befide  a  gently 
curving  bay  of  the  fea,  that  is  formed  by  two 
promontories :  the  Capo  Carava^  and  the  wide 

ftretching 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  397 

ftretching  Capo  cCOrlando.    The  neighbour- 
ing valley  extends  toward  the  fea,  and  is  fur- 
rounded  by  feveral  mountains  in  the  form  of 
a  crefcent.    Behind  the  lefler  heights  moun- 
tains more  lofty  tower  ;  the  fides  and  fummits 
of  which  are  (haded  with  foreft  trees  above? 
and  with  fruit  trees  and  vineyards  below. 
Refrefhed  by  the  mountain  winds  and  the  fea 
breezes,  the  valley  abounds  with  corn  fields, 
gardens,  vineyards,  and  groves.    Here  grew^ 
the  largeft  poplars  I  ever  met  with ;  and 
there  a  clufter  of  mulberry  trees.  Gardens 
feem  to  lofe  themfelves  in  the  foft  and  balmy 
lap  of  nature  ;  which  the  fcarceft  and  mod  . 
delightful  plants  and  flowers  of  our  green- 
houfe,  fpontaneoufly  fcattered,  render  en- 
chanting, and  perfume  the  air ;  while  they 
prefent  the  mod  rapturous  variety  to  the  eye, 
when,  having  contemplated  the  fublime  pro- 
fpects  that  the  mountains  and  the  fea  afford,  it 
is  in  need  of  this  repofe.  The  man  who,  after 
the  aftonimment  which  obje&s  fo  magical 
excite,  does  not  feek  this  relief,  and  does  not 
thus  recruit  the  eye,  enabling  it  again  com- 
prehenfively  to  rife,  but  ill  underftands  the 
fovereignty  of  nature.    Here  the  changeable 
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objeds  and  forms  fupply  all  the  relief,  all  the 
repofe,  that  can  be  defired. 

The  wine  of  this  valley  is  generous.  Many 
little  towns  are  built  on  the  tops  of  the  hills. 
The  profpeft  toward  the  fea  is  ftill  farther  en- 
livened by  the  high  Lipari  iflands.  The  eye 
lofes  itfelf  among  the  mountains,  between 
which  lie  numerous  valleys,  and  dark  dales, 
that,  from  their  diftance  and  the  deep  moun- 
tain fliadows,  appear  buried  in  night.  The 
rivers  Nczfo  and  San  Angela  flow  on  ihe  two 
fides  of  the  valley  toward  the  fea. 

This  lovely  vale  is  called  Piano  di  Br  do  :  or 
the  plain  of  Brolo.  Exclufive  of  its  other 
advantages  and  charms,  it  abounds  in  clear 
fprings ;  which,  with  the  fea  breeze  that 
blows  from  the  north,  and  the  mountains  that 
protect  it  from  the  noon-day  heats,  preferve 
in  it  the  coolnefs  of  eternal  fpring. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  we  heard  the  night- 
ingale ;  among  the  blooming  myrtles,  and 
lofty  oaks,  of  the  mountain  Nafo.  We  foon 
turned  our  backs  on  the  promontory  of  Or- 
lando*, and  proceeded  for  fome  leagues,  be- 
tween 

*  Godofredo  of  Viterbo  affirms  that  this  promontory, 
and  that  of  Oliveri,  were  called  after  the  two  famous 

knights 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  39$ 

fcween  the  fea  and  the  mountains,  among  val- 
leys which  all  of  them  were  fimilar  to  the 
vale  of  Brolo.  The  heights  are  fhaded  with 
forefts ;  and  their  fides  are  clothed  with  vine- 
yards, fruit-trees,  and  corn.  The  whole  nar- 
row plain  is  bedecked  with  blooming  and 
fru£tiferous  plants.  The  fliining  waves  of  the 
fea  broke  upon  the  fhore,  and  bold  projecting 
cliffs  addeu  to  its  beauty. 

The  caain  here  belongs  to  the  great  moun- 
tains, which  the  Greeks  called  the  mountains 
of  Here;  or  of  Juno  *.  It  extends  in  length 
from  the  middle  of  the  ifland  to  this  place ; 
and  then  enlarges  in  breadth  till  it  unites  with 
the  Pelorus. 

Diodorus  Siculus  praifes  this  country  for  its 
mountain  heights,  cooling  airs,  frefh  fprings, 
and  numerous  trees. 

knights  of  Charlemagne,  Orlando  and  Oliver :  Sicily 
being  the  lail  theatre  of  their  fupernatural  feats.  His 
Latin  verfes  are  in  the  tafte  of  the  middle  ages ;  a  tafte 
which  has  extended  its  vitiated  uniformity  over  all  lite- 
rature, from  Portugal  to  the  Poles,  from  Italy  to  the  king, 
doms  of  the  North- 

jMons  ibi  Jlat  magtius  \       dicitur  ejfe  R.olandusy 
Alter  Oliverius  [ftmili  ratione  vocandus ; 
Htsc  memoranda  truces  |  conftituere  Duces, 

*  Cluy.  Sic.  Ant. 

"  Large 
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"  Large  oaks  yield  acorns  that  are  twice  the 
"  ufual  fize.  Many  fruits,  vines,  and  apples 
"  innumerable,  grow  of  themfelves.  They 
u  once  fed  a  large  army  of  the  Carthaginians. 
"  Here  is  a  woody  vale  of  godlike  beauty, 
u  confecrated  to  the  Nymphs,  in  which  Daph- 
•*  nis,  the  fon  of  Hermes  and  of  a  Nymph, 
"  was  born.  He  was  called  Daphnis  from 
"  the  laurel  tree.  Educated  by  the  Nymphs, 
u  he  here  kept  his  flocks,  in  which  he  dearly 
u  delighted,  and  was  called  the  herdfman : 
"  BtfxoAos.  Born  with  the  gift  of  fong,  he 
cc  invented  paftoral  poetry,  and  of  a  kind  that 
*'  ftill  is  delightful  to  Sicily.  He  was  a  plea- 
u  fant  huntfman  to  Artemis* ;  and  gave  her 
"  delight  with  his  flute,  and  fhepherd's 
?  fongs  f ." 

It  is  not  known  where  this  woody  vale  con- 
fecrated to  the  Nymphs  was :  but  what  place 
could  have  been  more  delicately  fele&ed  than 
the  vale  I  have  defcribed,  the  Piano  di  Brolo% 

*  Diana. 

■j-  Diod.  Jib.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  327.  ed.  Weffel.  In  Greek,  the 
laurel  is  called  Daphne  ;  which  name  it  received  after  the 
jnetamorphofis  of  Daphne,  who  fled  from  Apollo.  .  Pafto- 
ral poems  were  called  Bucolics  >  from  the  fhepherd  Daph- 
rjis  *,  becaufe  Bucolus  flgnifies  a  herdfman  in  Greek. 
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prote&ed  as  it  is  by  the  fea  and  the  moun- 
tains, abounding  in  fprings,  and  bordered  by- 
two  ftreams?  Where  could  the  Goddefs  of 
the  chace  have  found  a  more  enticing  refi- 
dence  than  among  thefe  foreft-clothed  heights  ? 
What  pafturage  fo  welcome,  td  the  youthful 
fhepherd,  as  this  valley ;  rich  in  wood  and 
Watery  and  clothed  with  the  brighteft  verdure 
of  fpring?  Where  could  the  young  fon  of  Her- 
mes feel  infpiration  fo  fully  as  in  this  vale  ; 
where  fea,  iflands*  rocks,  mountains,  groves* 
vineyards*  fields,  fprings,  rivers,  arid  the  mild- 
eft  of  climates  combine  to  form  a  perfect  pa- 
radife  :  a  place  which*  as  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  is  the  molt  beautiful  that  the  world 
affords  ? 

The  love  of  this  valley  you  fee  has  led  me 
back  to  it;  and  I  now  quit  it  reluctantly* 
though  but  defcribing  it  in  a  letter :  for  the 
whole  fhore,  as  far  as  the  mountain  Fratello, 
Which  lies  on  this  fide  Santa  Agatha^  is  en- 
chantingly  delightful. 

We  here  paffed  San  Marco ;  which  place* 
according  to  Cluverius,  was  the  ancient  Aga~ 
tbyrnon  :  oxAgathyrna :  but  Amico*  places  this 
ancient  town  in  the  vicinity  of  Capo  Orlando ; 
*  Lexic.  Topographicum  Siculum. 

Vol,  IIL  D  d  and 
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and  is  of  opinion  that  Alunt'mm,  which  was 
likewife  a  very  ancient  town,  flood  here.  The 
founding  of  Agathyrna  was  afcribed  to  a  fon  of 
iEolus,  the  ruler  of  the  winds-  Confiderable 
remains  of  an  aqueduct  are  here  found. 

Nearly  facing  Santa  Agatha ,  we  rode  over 
the  bed  of  the  river  Rofmarhio :  fo  called  be- 
caufe  the  rofemary  grows  on  its  banks,  with 
the  oleander  and  myrtle.  A  pair  of  turtle 
doves  took  flight  juft  before  me  out  of  a  myrtle 
in  bloom,  where  probably  they  had  their  neft. 

We  remained  fome  hours  in  Santa  Agatha  ; 
where  about  forty  lailors  affembled  round  us, 
with  whom  we  entered  into  converfation. 
The  youths  among  them  had  the  beautiful  Gre- 
cian form.  About  ten  of  them  placed  them- 
selves in  a  circle,  as  if  they  would  dance.  The 
others  continually  endeavoured  to  pufh  one  of 
them  out  of  the  row  ;  and  if  they  fucceeded  all 
the  reft  followed.  They  then  exercifed  them- 
felves  at  leap  frog,  Handing  in  a  row.  If  any 
one  as  he  leaped  touched  the  bonnet  of  him 
who  flood  up,  he  muft  then  ftand  in  his  place. 
If  any  one  fell,  he  was  teafed  wTith  perfevering 
mockery ;  yet  did  not  lofe  his  good  temper. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  from  the  Fratello 
through  lefs  delightful   countries,  but  ftill 

among 
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among  blooming  and  odoriferous  herbage.  A 
thiftle,  bearing  a  large  high-yellow  flower, 
grows  in  great  quantities  in  Sicily ;  and  is 
worthy  of  being  received  among  the  flowers 
of  our  gardens* 

On  a  circular  inlet  of  the  fea  lies  the  little 
town  of  Caronia*  This  place,  becaufe  of  its 
fituation,  was  called  by  the  Greeks  KaAaascnj ; 
the  beautiful  fhore  ;  and  it  was  here  that  the 
fugitive  Samii  were  invited  to  fettle,  by  the 
people  of  Meffina.  Of  the  treachery  of  thefe 
fettlers  I  have  before  fpoken.  About  forty 
years  afterward,  a  town  was  founded  here  by 
Deucetius,  the  Sicilian;  a  man  of  noble  birth, 
who  fucceeded  in  collecting  the  difperfed 
tribes  of  the  Siculi  under  his  banners.  He 
built  feveral  towns,  and  became  formidable  to 
the  Greeks  who  were  in  the  ifland  ;  but  was 
overcome,  after  a  fevere  battle,  by  the  people 
of  Syracufe.  As  his  followers  continued  to 
forfake  him,  and  he  believed  himfelf  no  longer 
in  fafety  among  thofe  that  remained,  he  efcaped 
from  them  by  night,  proceeded  immediately 
to  Syracufe,  ftationed  himfelf  while  it 
dark  befide  an  altar  which  flood  in  a  public 
place,  and,  as  a  fugitive,  made  an  offer  of  him- 
felf and  his  country  to  the  citizens.  The  chiefs 
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of  Syracufe  affembled  the  people ;  and  fome 
of  the  turbulent  advifed  that  Deucetius,  the 
enemy  who  had  done  them  fo  much  mifchief, 
fhould  be  punifhed :  but  wifer  citizens  re- 
plied, "  It  was  not  a  queftion  of  him  or  his 
"  deferts,  but  of  how  it  became  the  Syracufans 
"  to  acl  ?  It  became  them  to  refpect  the 
"  ftranger,  and  the  unfortunate,  and  to  leave 
"  vengeance  to  the  Gods/'  Accordingly,  it  was 
unanimoufly  determined  to  fpare  him,  and  he 
was  fent  to  Corinth  j  where  he  was  ordered 
to  remain,  and  where  he  was  publicly  pro- 
vided with  all  that  was  neceffary  for  his  main- 
tenance *. 

Under  the  pretext  that  he  was  commanded 
by  the  oracle  of  Apollo  to  people  the  beatr- 
tiful  coaft  with  new  inhabitants,- Deucetius  left 
Corinth,  contrary  to  his  word,  and  took  (hip 
with  a  fwarm  of  adventurers.  Many  of  thofe 
that  joined  him  were  Siculi ;  and,  among 
others,  there  was  Archonldes^  Prince  of  the 
Erbitai :  or  Herbit<zu 

We  arrived  in  the  evening  at  a  little  town 
called  San  Stefano ;  where  we  were  taken  to 
an  inn,  the  poverty  of  which  terrified  us,  and 
its  want  of  cleanlinefs  ftill  more.    The  inns  of 

*  Diod.  lib.  xii.  vol.  i.  p.  474. 
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Italy  have  not  rendered  us  fpoiled  children. 
Our  vetturino,  who  is  a  good  and  an  active 
fellow,  procured  a  reception  for  us  in  the 
palace  of  an  abfent  Prince.  The  town  is  built 
cn  a  verdant  height,  by  the  fea  iide,  and  above 
it  ftands  the  palace. 

On  the  3d,  we  rode  through  the  river  Tufa; 
leaving  the  fmall  town  of  the  fame  name,  and 
the  caftle  built  on  higher  ground,  on  one  fide. 
Here,  or  not  far  diftant,  flood  the  Greek 
town  of  Alcefa:  or  Halcefa  :  'AAccicrct : 1  AAa«ra: 
which  was  fo  called  after  the  river  Alafus:  or 
Halafus.  The  town  and  the  river  are  now 
both  called  Tufa.  The  ancient  town  was 
founded  by  Archonides,  Prince  of  the  Her- 
blttfi ;  after  having,  in  the  fecond  year  of  the 
94th  Olynvvad,  four  hundred  and  three  years 
before  Chrift,  concluded  a  peace  with  Dio- 
nyfius  :  becaufe  he  wifhed  to  free  his  town 
from  the  multitude  of  foldiers,  and  mixture  of 
foreigners,  that  were  drawn  thither  in  expecta- 
tion of  war.  Many  likewife  of  the  Herbitcei 
inferibed  themfelves  as  citizens  of  this  colony. 
Archonides  gave  it  the  additional  name  of  Ar- 
chonidium  ;  to  diftinguifh  it  from  other  towns 
of  Sicily,  that  were  likewife  called  Hal<zfa. 

D  d  3  In 
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In  later  times,  when,  by  their  maritime  fitu- 
ation  and  the  freedom  which  they  enjoyed 
under  the  Romans,  the  people  were  become 
confiderable,  they  denied  their  origin  ;  being 
afhamed  of  their  little  mother  town  :  though 
the  inhabitants  of  both  the  towns  continued 
to  intermarry,  as  late  as  the  time  of  Diodorus. 

A  tradition  is  mentioned  by  this  writer,  ac- 
cording to  which  Nimilcoy  the  leader  of  the 
Carthaginians,  after  he  had  made  peace  with 
Dionyfms,  founded  the  town.  As  the  whole 
coaft  confifts  of  bays  and  promontories,  and 
the  narrow  road  leads  continually  from  hill  to 
hill,  thefe  hills  and  coafts  afford  inceflant 
variety. 

A  boatman  told  us,  with  animated  pride 
of  heart,  that  Sicily  is  called  the  verdant  ifland. 
The  lofty  fhores  are  generally  green,  and 
blooming,  to  the  very  edge  of  the  fea. 

When  we  firft  landed  on  the  ifland,  we 
were  amazed  at  the  frefh  foliage  of  the  woods 
and  hills :  for  the  deep  fhades,  which  the 
mountains  caft  over  the  vallies,  had  at  a  dis- 
tance given  it  a  gloomy  appearance ;  and  it 
feemed  to  fuffer  in  comparifon  with  the  fmiling 
coaft  of  Calabria.    This  heightened  our  plea- 

fure* 
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lure,  when,  approaching,  we  beheld  its  groves, 
fields,  vineyards,  mountains,  verdant  valleys, 
and  purling  brooks. 

Among  the  numerous  trees,  we  faw  planta- 
tions of  the  round-leaved  am,  and  cork  tree  : 
the  afli  was  every  where  fmall  and  {lender. 
Whether  none  but  thofe  trees  in  which  inci- 
fions  are  made  in  the  bark  for  the  fap  to  exude, 
which  thickens,  becomes  what  is  called  man- 
na, and  conftitutes  a  great  article  of  the  royal 
revenue  of  the  King  of  Naples,  yield  this  man- 
na, or  whether,  as  I  fufpecl:,  thefe  horizontal 
incifions,  which  are  cut  clofe  above  each  other, 
prevent  the  growth  of  the  tree,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  difcover.  Neither  can  I  tell 
whether  the  manna  in  Sicily  belongs  exclu- 
lively  to  the  King.  I  think  I  have  heard  of 
a  plantation  which  was  the  property  of  a 
Baron. 

So  luxuriant  is  the  growth  of  numerous 
plants,  that  the  rank  fcions  of  various  kinds 
twine  round  the  neighbouring  tree,  conceal  its 
trunk,  and  cling  about  it  fo  entirely,  with  their 
twigs  and  fprouts,  that  leaves,  flowers,  and 
fruits,  of  different  kinds,  all  mingle  together 
in  the  moll  lovely  and  playful  confufion. 

D  d  4  You 
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You  imagine  you  fee  a  Chrijlbautn  *,  which 
the  creative  care  of  a  tender  mother  has  hung 
with  numerous  fruits,  and  flowers,  They 
mod  luxuriantly  prefs  upon  each  other  where, 
under  a  rock,  or  among  the  branching  roots 
of  trees,  a  fpring  bubbles ;  and  this  luxuriance 
appears  the  greater  becaufe  the  protradled 
feafon  of  fpring  continues  to  produce  buds, 
and  bloom,  on  the  very  twigs  that  have  for 
months  been  covered  with  fruit.  Two  morn- 
ings ago,  in  the  garden  of  San  Stefano^  I  faw 
an  apple  tree,  which,  while  it  bore  tolerably 
large  apples,  was  at  the  fame  time  in  bloom, 
The  wide  fpreading  myrtle,  and  the  lenttfcns^ 
were  remarkable  for  receiving  the  fcions  and 
flioots  of  other  plants  among  their  branches ; 
and,  in  addition  to  their  native  beauties,  bedeckr 
ing  themfelves  with  foreign  charms. 

As  we  traverfed  the  winding  more,  the  prof- 
peels  toward  the  fea,  and  the  profpeds  pf  the 
mountains,  continually  changing,  feemed  tq 
vie  with  each  other.  At  one  moment,  we 
could  difcover  a  fmall  dark  blue,  or  emerald 

*  I  cannot  difcover  what  tree  this  is,  if  it  be  not  a  tree 
pr  perhaps  a  pole  decorated  as  the  author  defcribes  at 
Chriftmas  \  probably  after  the  cuftorn  pf  Germany.  T. 

green. 
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green,  opening  of  the  fea;  and  at  another  we 
overlooked  the  whole  coaft,  from  promontory 
to  promontory,  till  the  obje&s  were  loft  in  the 
azure  floods  of  the  horizon. 

The  promontory  of  Cefalu  appeared  at  a 
diftance,  like  the  Capo  d'  Orlando,  to  be  a  high 
ifland,  and  to  increafe  the  number  of  the 
Lipari  ifles.  It  is  formed  of  a  fteep  rock.  The 
Greeks,  who  fuffered  no  refemblance  to  efcape 
them,  called  the  town  which  they  built  upon 
it  Cephaloedis,  or  Cephaloedium :  becaufe  of  its 
refemblance  to  a  head  :  from  the  word  Cephale^ 
the  head. 

Cluverius  remarks  that  the  moft  ancient  ac- 
count of  this  town  is  found  in  Diodorus  ;  ac- 
cording to  whom  Himilco,  the  Carthaginian, 
?uTied  himfelf  with  its  citizens  in  the  firft  year  j 
of  the  96th  Olympiad,  or  396  years  before 
Chrift.  It  is  now  the  feat  of  an  Archbifhop  ; 
and,  in  the  year  1760,  its  inhabitants  were 
eftimated  by  Amico  at  five  thoufand  four  hun- 
dred *. 

Cefalu  is  a  place  of  trade.  The  fifhery  on 
its  coaft  is  very  produ&ive.  VelTels,  even  of 
three  mails,  are  now  feen  cn  the  coaft  of  Sicily, 

*  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 
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as  defcribed  by  Homer,  drawn  upon  rollers 
on  more,  and  fupported  on  each  fide  by  (lakes. 

Round  the  town  and  befide  the  road,  as  we 
left  it  on  the  4th,  we  faw  many  olive  trees  : 
nay  the  hills  were  almofl  covered  with  them. 
To  the  left,  we  had  a  view  of  the  mountain 
Madonia ;  and  before  us  was  the  high  hill  of 
San  Calogero. 

We  rode  through  the  river  Grande ',  that 
divides  the  province  of  Val  Demotiey  which 
we  now  firft  quitted,  from  the  province  Val 
di  Mazara.  On  the  bank  of  all  the  rivers  of 
this  coaft,  we  faw  tall  ftems  of  the  oleander, 
with  its  charming  red  flowers. 

Sicily  is  divided  into  three  provinces :  the 
names  of  which  are  Val  Demone^  Val  di  Ma- 
zara^  and. Val  di  Noto. 

We  found  the  country  people  already  buiy 
with  their  wheat  harveft,  and  in  thrafhing  ; 
which  they  perform  after  the  manner  of  the 
ancients.  Two  oxen,  horfes,  or  mules,  are 
driven  in  a  circular  direction  over  the  {heaves, 
and  tread  the  grain  from  the  ear.  The  fheaves 
are  fpread  about  a  quarter  of  an  ell  in  height : 
for,  were  they  fpread  thinner,  the  grain  would 
be  crufhed.    By  this  means  the  ftraw  becomes 

foftened  \ 
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foftened ;  and,  though  it  is  of  a  much  ftronger 
texture  than  with  us,  yet  from  this  kind  of 
thrafhing  it  affords  pleafant  fodder  for  cattle. 

Among  the  wild  plants,  I  faw  the  dark  red 
fcabiofa  of  our  gardens,  and  a  whole  field  of 
hyfTop  growing.  The  day  before  I  had  feen, 
at  San  Stefano^  wild  cucumbers  in  bud,  which 
were  not  eaten.  The  flax  likewife  grows  wild 
in  both  kingdoms.  Great  quantities  of  a 
beautiful  clear  red  pink  *,  of  the  fame  colour 
as  our  little  wild  pink  f ,  but  as  large  as  the 
fmgle  garden  pink  of  this  fpecies,  are  now  in 
flower. 

About  noon  on  the  4th,  we  arrived  at  Ter- 
mini ;  and,  as  we  left  the  town,  we  paffed 
over  the  bridge  of  the  river  Termini.  Cluve- 
rius  fuppofes  this  to  be  the  Himera ;  after 
which  the  ancient  town  of  Himera  was  fo 
called. 

We  were  defirous  to  difcover  the  fpot  on 
which  it  flood.  Cluverius  places  it  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river  Termini :  but  the  ground 
confifts  of  fteep  rocky  hills,  on  which  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  build  a  large  town  like 
Himera  ;  which  Pindar  calls  the  mighty.  The 
fpace  feems  infufficient.    Neither  do  I  find 

*  Feldtulh*  J  Grasnelke. 
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any  height  on  which  the  army  of  the  Cartha- 
ginians encamped.  I  was  led  to  believe  for 
a  moment  that  the  town  was  built  in  the  valley 
through  which  the  river  flows,  and  where 
the  gardens  of  the  people  of  Termini  now 
are  :  but  I  was  foon  informed  that  this  valley 
is  fuhjecT:  to  great  inundations.  I  therefore 
think  the  opinion  of  Amico  probable,  who 
fuppofes  the  river  Grande  to  be  the  Himera^ 
and  the  ancient  town  to  have  been  built  on 
ks  banks. 

This  writer  likewife  fupports  the  opinion 
of  the  ancients  ;  which  held  the  river  Salfot 
that  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  near  Alicata^ 
and  that  was  likewife  called  the  Himera^  to 
have  arifen  from  the  fame  fource  as  the  other 
Himera.  This  fource,  he  adds,  rifes  out  of 
the  high  mountains  of  Madonia  :  where  it  di- 
vides itfelf  into  two  branches.  The  moun- 
tains of  \Cadonia  are  very  high  :  whence  you 
may  eafily  fuppofe  the  river  to  be  divided  in- 
to two  branches.  The  Rhone,  the  Reufs,  and 
the  Tefin,  all  rife  out  of  the  Gothard,  near 
each  other :  although  the  Rhone  empties  it- 
felf into  the  Mediterranean,  the  Reufs  through 
the  Rhine  into  the  North  fea,  and  the  Tefin 
through  the  Po  into  the  Adriatic.  Thus, 

like. 
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likewife,  the  Adda,  which  mingles  with  the 
Po,  rifes  in  the  glaciers  of  Bernini,  in  the 
country  of  the  Grifons,  near  the  Inn  ;  which, 
running  into  the  Danube,  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Black  fea ;  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  a  third 
ftream  was  pointed  out  to  me,  feventeen  years 
ago,  which,  flowing  to  the  Rhine,  is  thus 
emptied  into  the  North  fea. 

The  ancients  appear  co  have  been  fufprifed 
that  the  waters  of  the  fouth  Himera  mould  be 
fait,  and  thofe  of  the  north  frefh :  but  there  is 
nothing  wonderful  in  it,  if  we  may  believe 
Amico  ;  who  tells  us  that  there  are  fait  f$riogs* 
which  run  into  the  river  Salfo  near  the  an- 
cient Enna  *  :  the  prefent  Cajlro  Giovanni. 

According  to  Thucydides,  Himera  was  peo* 
pled  from  Zancle :  or  MefTma.  The  colonics, 
who  followed  Euclides,  Simos,  and  Saco,  were 
joined  by  others  from  Syracufe  ;  from  which 
city  many  were  driven  by  an  oppofite  faction. 
The  language  of  Himera  was  a  mixture  of 
the  Chalcidenfian  and  Doric  dialects.  Meffina 
was  a  colony  from  Chalcis,  in  Eubcea,  and 
Syracufe  from  Corinth  :  but  the  Corinthians 
wrere  of  Doris,  and  the  Doric  laws  prevailed 
in  Himera. 


*  Lex.  Top.  Sic, 
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The  poet  Stefichorus  was  a  native  of  Hi- 
mera :  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  beau- 
tiful fable  of  the  horfe,  that  loft  his  freedom 
becaufe  he  called  on  man  for  help  againft  the 
flag.  It  has  been  charmingly  given  by  Ho- 
race, and  La  Fontaine :  each  in  his  peculiar 
way.  It  was  invented  by  the  Greek  poet,  to 
exhort  his  fellow  citizens  to  concord  ;  and  to 
warn  them  againft  the  ambitious  defigns  of 
Phalaris,  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum.  Ac- 
cording to  the  teftimony  of  the  ancients,  Ste- 
fichorus was  a  great  poet ;  and  his  daughter 
inherited  his  talents. 

It  was  in  the  time  of  Phalaris  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Himera,  being  called  on  for  aid  by  a 
party  of  the  divided  Rhegium,  trea*cheroufly 
feized  on  this  town. 

Himera  was  fubjecl.  to  different  tyrants.  It 
was  befieged  by  the  Carthaginians,  when  go- 
verned by  Theron  the  tyrant  of  Agrigentum. 
As  one  of  the  moft  famous  victories  of  Greece 
was  gained  under  its  walls,  by  which  the  fate 
and  the  freedom  of  Sicily  were  favourably  de- 
cided, permit  me  to  give  you  the  account  of  it 
from  Diodorus. 

"  The  Carthaginians  promifed  Xerxes  that, 
*  at  the  time  when  he  fhould  invade  Greece, 

"  they 
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"  they  would  feize  on  the  Greek  towns  of  Si- 
"  cily.  Having  armed  themfelves  for  the  war, 
"  they  fent  Hamilcar,  a  very  confiderable 
w  leader,  on  this  expedition  *.  He  took  fhip- 
u  ping  from  Carthage  with  three  hundred 
<c  thoufand  foldiers,  two  thoufand  galleys  of 
"  war,  and  above  a  thoufand  tranfports  ;  and 
"  loft  his  cavalry  and  chariots  by  a  ftorm. 
u  Having  reached  the  port  of  Panormus  (the 
"  prefent  Palermo)  he  gloried  in  having  ended 
"  the  war  :  fearful  till  then  that  the  fea  would 
"  fave  the  Sicilians. 

11  When  he  had  refted  three  days,  to  refrefh 
"  his  army  and  repair  his  fhips,  he  marched 
"  againft  Himera ;  while  his  fleet  proceeded 
"  along  the  coaft.  He  encamped  before  Hi- 
<c  mera,  and  drew  his  fhips  on  more :  where 
"  he  furrounded  them  with  a  deep  moat,  and 
U  a  wall  of  wood.  He  fortified  his  camp  ex- 
"  adtly  facing  the  town,  and  extended  it  from 
"  the  ftation  of  his  mips  to  the  hills  which 
"  overlook  the  town  ;  of  the  weftern  fide  of 
"  which  he  was  thus  wholly  pofleffed.  He 

*  This  Hamilcar  muft  not  be  confounded  with  the 
great  Hamilcar  Barcas,  the  father  of  Hannibal.  The 
Hamilcar  here  mentioned  lived  above  two  hundred  years 
before  Barcas. 

"  em- 
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<c  employed  the  flower  of  the  army  in  repelling 

"  the  fallies  of  the  befieged  ;  many  of  whom 
"  he  killed*  and  threw  Himera  into  great  con- 
Ct  fternation^ 

"  Theron,  who  ruled  in  Agrigentum,  and 
t€  who  defended  Himera  with  a  confiderable 
<c  force,  began  to  be  alarmed;  and  fent  to  Gelo^ 
"  his  fon-in-law  at  Syracufe,  for  immediate 
*c  aid.  Gelo  had  already  armed ;  and,  when 
"  he  heard  that  the  courage  of  Himera  was 
*c  funk,  he  marched  with  fifty  thoufand  foot 
u  and  five  thoufand  hoffe  to  its  relief.  For 
*  the  fecurity  of  his  camp,  he  profited  by  the 
"  fituation  of  the  country  5  and  fent  all  his 
<c  cavalry  againft  the  difperfed  foragers  of  the 
"  foe,  of  whom  he  made  more  than  ten  thou- 
u  fand  prifoners. 

"  The  fame  of  Gelo  revived  the  courage  of 
tc  the  befieged  ;  and  he  fought  a  favourable 
"  opportunity  when  he  might  furprife  the  Car- 
u  thaginians,  and  deftroy  them  by  ftratagem* 
"  He  learned  that  Hamilcar  had  fet  a  day 
"  apart  for  a  folemn  facrifice,  to  Neptune ;  and 
tc  that  this  ceremony  was  to  be  performed  at 
•c  the  ftation  of  the  mips.  A  horfeman  like- 
*c  wife  brought  him  a  meffenger,  whom  he  had 
"  taken  prifoner,  who  bore  letters  from  the 

7  "  Se« 
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11  Selhiuntii  to  Hamilcar  ;  in  which  they  pro- 
ct  mifed  him  that  the  cavalry  he  defired  mould 
"  be  fent,  on  the  day  he  had  appointed. 

44  This  day  was  the  fame  on  which  the  Car- 
44  thaginian  general  was  to  perform  his  facri- 
"  fice  ;  and  Gelo  fent  a  body  of  horfe,  which 
u  at  break  of  day  was  to  ride  immediately  in- 
c<  to  the  ftation  of  the  fhips  of  Hamilcar,  as 
"  if  they  were  the  expected  Sdinuntii :  com- 
44  manding  them,  as  foon  as  they  were  within 
44  the  wooden  wall,  to  kill  Hamilcar,  and  fet 
44  fire  to  the  fhips.  He  likewife  placed  fpies 
44  on  a  neighbouring  hill,  who  were  to  give  a 
44  token,  as  foon  as  the  cavalry  had  entered  the 
44  Ihip  ftation  ;  and  this  token  early  in  the 
44  morning  he  waited  for,  at  the  head  of  his 
44  army. 

44  The  cavalry  was  admitted  without  fuf- 
44  picion,  by  the  Carthaginian  guards,  and 
44  killed  Hamilcar  at  the  facrifice,  and  fet  fire 
"  to  the  fleet.  The  fpies  gave  the  fignal,  Gelo 
44  led  his  whole  army  againft  the  enemy's 
44  camp  in  battle  array,  and  the  Carthaginians 
44  faced  him  boldly,  and  fought  courageoufly, 
44  The  trumpets  of  the  Sicilians,  and  of  the 
44  Carthaginians,  and  the  war  cry  of  both  ar- 
44  mies,  refounded  with  emulative  din,  Vic- 

Vol.  III.  E  e  torv 
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"  tory  remained  doubtful:  but,  when  the  flames 
"  of  the  fhips  began  to  rife,  and  mefiengers 
"  announced  that  Hamilcar  was  flain,  the  in- 
"  creafing  courage  of  the  Syracufans  raged 
"  anew  againft  the  difpirited  enemy,  who  took 
"  to  flight.  Gelo  commanded  that  all  mould 
"  be  put  to  the  fword  ;  and  above  a  hundred 
"  and  fifty  thoufand  Carthaginians  were  flain. 
"  The  remainder  withdraw  to  a  favourable 
"  fituation,  and  efcaped  being  feized  by  the 
11  Sicilians  :  but  the  want  of  water  obliged 
**  them  to  furrender  to  the  victors. 

"  The  fame  of  Gelo  refounded  after  a  vic- 
4<  tory  fo  famous,  from  the  fubtlety  of  the 
H  ftratagem  employed,  the  multitude  of  the 
u  flain,  and  the  great  number  of  the  prifoners. 
"  He  was  equalled  to  Themiftocles  :  nay  fome 
"  maintained  that  the  Greeks  were  indebted 
"  to  Gelo  for  the  victory  of  Salamis ;  for  that 
"  the  battle  of  Himera  had  raifed  the  courage 
**  of  the  Greeks,  and  had  taught  them  not  to 
iC  be  terrified  by  the  vaft  multitudes  of  a  bar- 
"  barous  enemy.  The  vanquished  Xerxes 
"  withdrew,  with  many  of  his  thoufands.  Of 
"  the  Carthaginians  fcarcely  a  meflenger  ef- 
"  caped. 

"  On  the  very  day  that  Gelo  gained 
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*c  great  battle,  Leonidas,  with  his  heroic  band 
u  of  Spartans,  fell  at  Thermopylae  :  as  if  fome 
"  God  had  ordained  that  the  moft  famous  vie- 
"  tory  and  the  rhdft  glorious  defeat  of  which 
"  the  Greeks  could  boaft  mould  happen  at 
u  the  fame  time 

This  battle  was  fought  in  the  firft  year  of 
the  75th  Olympiad,  497  years  before  the  birth 
of  Chrift. 

Theron  governed  Himera  in  the  perfon  of 
his  fon,  Thrafydseus,  and  ruled  cppreffively. 
The  people  fent  to  Hiero,  the  firft  of  the 
name,  wThc,  after  the  death  of  his  brother  Ge- 
lo,  had  fucceeded  him  in  power  :  promifmg 
him  to  furrender  the  town,  and  fight  with  him 
againft  Theron ;  who  intended  to  niake  war  on 
Hiero.  But  Hiero,  being  reconciled  to  The- 
ron, betrayed  to  him  the  offers  of  the  people 
of  Himera :  many  of  whom,  after  Theron 
had  learned  the  truth,  he  put  to  death. 

To  repeople  the  town,  Theron  gave  the 
right  of  citizenfhip  to  the  Dorians,  and  others, 
whofe  inclinations  led  them  thither.  Thrafy- 
dseus  fucceeded  his  father,  in  the  government 

*  'Qg-ttf.c  Iv&t4$£$  th  'baifJLOvix  wsfi  rov  avrov  nctiqov  TCOiwavro^ 

VcVfftu  TYIV  T£  Ha?^iTY\V  VlKTSVy  KCtl  TflV  glfoZttTCCTW  rjTT«V.  Diod. 

lib.  xi.  vol.  i.  p.  420. 
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of  Agrigentum  and  Himera  ;  which,  with  his 
life,  he  foon  loft  -  K 

The  people  of  Himera  were  only  fuffered 
to  live  fifty-eight  years  in  concord  and  pros- 
perity, with  their  new  aflbciates,  before  they 
were  again  belieged  by  the  Carthaginians  ; 
under  a  leader  named  Hannibal,  who  had 
taken  and  deftroyed  Selinus,  feventy-one  years 
after  they  had  been  delivered  by  Gelo.  They 
defended  themfelves  with  great  courage; 
though  many  of  the  citizens  had  fled,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  to  Syracufe. 

A  fleet  of  five-and-thirty  galleys  from  Sy- 
racufe, that  was  coming  to  their  aid,  ap- 
peared in  fight,  juft  as  apart  of  the  walls  fell 
before  the  battering  rams  of  the  Carthagi- 
nians ;  and  the  town  was  taken.    The  Car- 
thaginians mafifacred  them  without  pity,  till 
Hannibal  commanded  them  to  preferve  their 
prifoners.    Himera  was  then  plundered  ;  and 
Hannibal  fullered  the  temples  firft  to  beftrip- 
ped  and  then  burned,  after  he  had  emptied 
them  of  the  fugitives.     Thus  Himera  was 
razed  to  the  ground,  in  the  4th  year  of  the 
ninety-fecond  Olympiad,  409  years  before 
Chrift,  after  it  had  been  built  240  years.  The 

*  Diod.  p.  144.. 
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women  and  children  were  difperfed  among  ' 
the  army  :  but  the  men  imprifoned,  to  the 
number  of  three  thoufand,  were  led  by  Han- 
nibal to  the  place  where  Hamilcar,  his  grand- 
father, had  been  killed,  and  there  they  were 
fcourged  and  put  to  death*. 

Two  years  afterward,  at  a  diftance  from 
the  late  Himera,  the  Carthaginians  founded 
a  new  town  ;  which,  from  the  warm  fprings 
that  rife  there,  was  called  cTherma-hydata: 
warm  water  :  and  Therma-bydata-Himeraa : 
warm  Himerian  water.  In  one  of  his  orations 
againft  Verres,  Cicero  informs  us  that,  after  the 
deftrudtion  of  Himera,  the  remaining  citizens, 
meaning  no  doubt  thofe  who  had  fled  with 
their  wives  and  children  to  Syracufe,  repaired 
to  this  new  town.  After  the  conqueft  of  Car- 
thage, when  Scipio  refcored  to  different  towns 
of  Sicily  the  things  of  which  they  had  been 
plundered  by  the  Carthaginians,  he  likewife 
fent  back  the  Thermatanian  ftatues,  which  had 
formerly  embellilhed  Himera ;  and,  among 
others,  the  ftatue  of  the  poet  Stefichorus. 

The  fprings,  from  which  the  town  took  its 
name,  are  very  hot ;  and  were  remarkable  for 
their  healthy  effects.    According  to  the  fables 
*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  vol.  i.  p.  588* 
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of  the  ancients,  the  Nymphs,  at  the  defire  of 
Minerva,  had  given  them  their  origin,  for 
the  benefit  of  Hercules. 

.  The  town,  Termini,  did  not  acquire  the 
rank  which  Himera  had  maintained  :  yet  it; 
was  early  efteemcd  one  of  the  confiderable 
towns  of  Sicily.  Amico  dates  the  number  of 
its  inhabitants  to  be  eight  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred. 

On  our  prefent  journey,  toward  the  land, 
inftead  of  woody  mountains,  we  generally 
law  naked  heights  ;  between  which  and  the 
fea  corn,  wane,  and  oil,  are  cultivated.  The 
high  budding  branches  of  the  aloe  wrere  un- 
folding their  gaudy  flowers.  This  plant  is 
as  common  here  as  the  cactus  opuntia ;  both 
of  which,  in  Sicily,  ferve  to  enclofe  and 
hedge  the  lands. 

The  promontory,  Monte  Gerbhiv^  poffefTes 
pidiurefque  beauties,  which  would  be  greater 
were  it  not  fo  naked.  The  wine  that  is  pro- 
duced at  its  feet  is  generous  ;  and,  forbidden 
as  it  is  to  MulTulmen,  it  mull  have  met  with. 
their  approbation  :  for  the  name  G6flbiny  wfiich 
the  Saracens  gave  the  promontory,  in  Arabic 
figmfies  a  wine  calk.  It  is  likewife  called  the 
promontory  of  Zaffarana. 

6  Before 
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Before  we  reached  the  promontory,  vfe 
faw  a  multitude  of  fifhing  boats  in  the  fea, 
that  were  employed  in  the  tunny  fiihery.  We 
defcended,  rowed  toward  them,  and  went  oa 
board  one  of  the  boats,  that  we  mi^ht  view 
this  fpe&acle.  Numerous  fishing  bouts,  in  four 
divifions,  had  ftationed  themfelves  round  a 
large  and  ftrong  net.  One  large  boat,  in  which 
there  might  be  about  a  hundred  fiihermen, 
took  in  a  whole  fide  of  the  net.  Thefe  men 
were  all  employed  at  once  in  drawing  it 
toward  their  fide,  and  in  gradually  approach- 
ing the  boats  that  were  {rationed  oppofite  to 
them.  No  fiih  at  firft  were  heard  in  the  yet 
deep  nets  :  fear  no  doubt  occafioned  them  to 
be  quiet :  but  by  degrees  their  alarm  increafed, 
and  they  fwam  fearfully  and  rapidly  round 
in  a  circle.  Their  terror  was  heightened  by  the 
fifhermen  ;  who  Ihouted,  to  prevent  any  of 
them  from  fpringing  over  the  net  and  efcap- 
ing  between  the  boats.  As  they  felt  them- 
felves  more  imprifoned,  their  diftrefs  became 
more  boifterous.  They  fprang,  fplafhing  up, 
filling  the  mouth  of  the  net  with  white  froth, 
and  dafhing  the  water  over  the  boats  with  a 
loud  noife. 

Among  thefe  tunny  fifh  fo me  were  as  large 
E  e  4  us 
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as  dolphins.  The  fimermen  ftruek  the  up- 
permoft  with  long  poles,  that  were  armed 
with  iron  hooks  ;  and,  when  they  had  drawn 
their  booty  near  the  boat,  they  ftruck  others 
with  the  fhort  pointed  hooks,  and  thus  drew 
them  on  board  ;  fo  that  the  water  was  tinged 
with  blood.  At  laft,  juft  as  the  net  was  drawn 
up,  feveral  of  the  fimermen  jumped  into  the 
chamber  of  death;  for  fo  they  call  the  net  at 
this  moment  ;  and  began  to  kill  the  remainder. 
They  fuppofed  they  had  taken  about  a  hun- 
dred fifh  ;  the  weight  of  which  they  eftimated 
at  a  hundred  cantari  *. 

The  fifhing  being  over,  wTe  were  rowed 
toward  the  inn  to  which  we  had  fent  our 
mules.  A  hot  fcirocco  wind  blew,  the  inn  was 
wretched,  and  we  were  very  glad  at  receiv- 
ing an  invitation,  from  afteward  of  the  Mar-* 
chefe  Santa  Croce,  to  dine  in  the  neighbouring 
palace  of  the  abfent  poffeffor.  He  gave  us 
ibme  of  the  country  wine  ;  of  which  that 

*  The  cantaro  contains  100  rotoli :  the  rotoh  is,  to  a 
Hamburgh  pound,  as.  6677  to  10,080;  and,  to  the  pound 
of  Cologne,  as  6677  to  9728.  The  weight  of  the 
largeft  tunny  fifh  of  the  prefent  draught  was  fuppofed 
to  be  3  cantari:  but,  according  to  the  fifhermen's  ac- 
count, a  tunny  fifh  will  frequently  weigh  from  6  to  7  can- 
tari. 

which 
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which  had  been  kept  a  year  was  good,  but 
that  which  was  nine  years  old  was  excellent. 
He  likewife  fupplied  us  with  beds,  and  cool 
chambers  ;  where  we  repofed  during  the  heat 
of  the  day. 

In  moft  of  the  palaces  of  the  grandees  in 
Naples  and  Sicily,  there  are  large  chambers 
that  are  unfurnifhed.  Thefe  great  buildings 
are  left  £mpty,  and  defolate,  becaufe  they  arc 
feldom  inhabited  by  their  owners.  Many  a 
Barone  dies  without  having  vifited  his  eftate. 
This  palace  was  beautiful,  and  handfomely 
furnifhed  1  for  it  was  frequently  vifited  by  the 
poffeffor. 

Adjoining  the  promontory  of  Monte  Ger- 
bino,  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  hill  Sllfano,  the 
fortrefs  of  Solanto  ftands.  Here  once  flood 
the  ancient  town  of  Solus:  or  Solatium: 
XoAo^f,  SoAss.  It  was  firft  a  principal  colony 
of  the  Phoenicians  ;  and  afterward  of  the  Car- 
thaginians. It  is  mentioned  by  Hecataeus  ;  a 
writer  of  the  time  of  Darius,  the  fon  of  Hyf- 
tafpes*.  About  thirty  years  ago,  a  Sicilian 
nobleman,  named  Lancelotto  Cajlello^  defcribed 
the  remains  of  Solus ;  and  about  two  hundred 
years  before  him  Fazello  did  the  feme, 

*  Cluv.  Sic.  A*t. 

AGer- 
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A  German  mile  on  this  fide  Palermo,  or 
thereabout,  we  came  to  the  palace  of  Prince 
Palagonia  ;  lb  celebrated  for  its  fantaftic  deco- 
rations*. Its  former  poffeiTor  is  dead  ;  and 
his  fucceffor,  the  prefent  owner,  was  his  half 
brother  and  fon-in-law.  Though  many  of 
the  monflers  are  removed,  yet  the  whole  of 
the  fiat  roof  and  the  enclofed  court  are  d:f- 
figured  by  odious  abfurdities.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  Horace,  they  may  be  called  the 
dreams  of  the  fick ;  and  the  dreams  of  the 
fick  cut  in  ftone,  you  may  well  fuppofe,  are 
very  difguiling  :  efpecially  as  the  imagination 
of  the  inventor  was  as  barren  as  his  tafte  was 
depraved.  As  lie  was  denied  the  merit  of 
variety  in  unity,  by  which  the  beautiful  is 
characterized,  he  wTas  defirous  to  fatiate  his  in- 
ordinate caprice  by  the  number  of  its  objects. 
His  wretched  ideas  have  been  executed  by 
artifts  worthy  of  their  employer. 

Within  the  walls  there  are  only  fome  cham- 
bers remaining  furniflied  as  they  were  in  the 
time  of  the  late  prince.  It  grieved  me  to  fee 
the  houfe  inhabited,  efpecially  by  children  : 
for  it  may  well  be  luppofed  that  an  early  fa- 
miliarity with  fuch  naufeous  abortions,  of  a 
*  See  Brydonc's  Tour  :  vol.  ii.  letter  22.  T. 
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limited  and  lunatic  brain,  muft  produce  an  in- 
jurious  efFe&  on  the  tender  organs  of  child- 
hood. 

The  fituation  of  the  palace  and  its  garden 
is  very  gloomy ;  as  likewife  are  the  fituations 
of  fcveral  palaces  and  gardens  that  we  faw 
on  the  road.  The  gardens  did  not  becoms 
pleafant  till  we  approached  Palermo. 

We  had  a  broad  high  road  from  T€i*mini 
to  this  principal  city  of  the  ifland  ;  but  the 
duft  and  heat  were  difagreeable.  We  had  a 
ftrong  wind  ;  but  it  came  loaded  with  the  hot 
vapours  of  Africa. 


UTTER  LXXXVII. 

Palermo,  9th  June  1792. 

Palermo  is  built  on  a  cape  that 

unites  the  weflward  mountains  with  the  pro- 
montory of  Pelegrino  ;  which  extends  itfelf 
and,  with  the  promontory  of  ZafFarana  toward 
the  eaft,  forms  a  bay.  It  is  remarkable  that 
moft  of  tfce  promontories  of  this  north  coaft 

of 
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of  Sicily  confift  of  hills,  that  are  connected 
with  the  mountains  by  inferior  capes ;  and 
that  they  appear  at  a  diftance  as  detached 
mountains  ;  and  frequently  like  thofe  of  the 
Lipari  ifles,  that  rife  out  of  the  fea. 

The  founders  of  the  ancient  town  are  un- 
certain. Panormus,  the  former  name  of  Pa- 
lermo, fignifies  in  the  Greek  a  great  haven  ; 
and,  as  the  haven  of  this  place  is  large  and 
excellent,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  it 
was  thus  named  by  the  Greeks* :  though  it 
has  been  differently  interpreted,  and  it  is  un- 
certain whether  the  Greeks,  and  of  what  tribe, 
were  its  firft  inhabitants.  1  conje&ure  that 
the  Phocenfes,  wrho,  as  Thucydides  tells  us, 
after  having  beiiegec!  and  taken  Troy  with  the 
ether  Greets.,  were  fir  ft  driven  by  a  ftorrh  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa  and  afterward  failed  over 
to  Sicily,  either  founded  this  town  or,  after 
having  expelled  the  ancient  inhabitants,  gave 
it  the  name  it  boref . 

*  Diodorus  fays  of  Pyrrhus  :  'Ev8»;  msv  Ith  twi> 
Uavo^xnav  ttoXjv,  kxxaav  Xipsva  HzXXirov  ruv  Kara  ryv  XiK£Xiavt 
atf  \>  not:  t>jv  ffoXiv  oupfisptiKs  TETsuxtvat  ravrv;  rn<;  r$o<ryyo%icx<;. 

Pyrrhus  landed  at  the  city  of  the  Panormites,  which 
had  the  beft  haven  of  all  the  towns  of  Sicily  ;  whence 
it  derived  its  name.  Lib.  xxii.  vol.  ii.  p.  498,  ed.  Weflel.. 

f  Thuc.  lib.  vi.  p.  378. 
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Thucydides  adds — "  After  many  of  the 
"  Greek  fhips  had  arrived,  the  Phoenicians 
"  forfook  mod  of  their  places  ;  and  fettled  in 
u  Motya,  Solus  y  and  Panormus,  near  to  the  Ely- 
u  mi ;  depending  on  their  alliance  with  thefe 
"  people,  and  their  vicinity  to  the  Carthagi- 
"  mans. 

It  was  between  four  and  five  hundred  years 
after  the  deftru&ion  of  Troy  that  the  firft 
Greek  colonies  came  to  Sicily  ;  and  the  Phoe- 
nicians gave  place  to  them  as  their  numbers 
rendered  them  powerful.  They  might  at  that 
time  have  been  fome  centuries  in  poffeffion  of 
Solus,  and  Panormus  ;  and  have  taken  them 
from  the  Phocenfes.    It  was  a  hundred  and 
fixty  years  after  the  founding  of  Naxus,  the 
firft  of  the  Greek  colonies,  and  in  the  fiftieth 
Olympiad,  before  Motya  was  inhabited  by  the 
Greeks  of  Cnidos,  from  Caria*.    But  it  was 
foon  afterward  taken  poffeffion  of  by  the  Afia- 
tic,  and  African,  or  Carthaginian,  Phoenicians 

*  We  mould  remember  that,  when  the  ancients  fpeak 
of  the  Greek  colonies  in  Sicily,  they  always  mean  thofe 
who,  in  confequence  of  the  anfwer  given  by  the  oracle 
of  Apollo,  fettled  in  Naxus,  and  Syracufe ;  and  not  of 
the  Greeks  of  a  much  earlier  age, 

in 
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in  common;  We  learn,  from  the  orations  of 
Cicero  againft  Verres,  that  Panormus  enjoyed 
great  privileges  under  the  Romans.  In  alettef 
from  this  city  to  the  Emperor  Adrian,  it  calls 
itfelf  a  republic  ;  and  though  this  word  does 
not  always  fignify  complete  independance,  for 
Tacitus  likewife  calls  Neapolis  a  republic,  ftill 
it  denotes  extraordinary  privileges.  Under 
the  Arabs,  this  place  was  the  refidence  of  the 
Emir  Chbir  :  that  is  the  chief  governor  of  the 
Sultan  of  Egypt.  The  other  Emirs,  or  Go- 
vernors,  were  at  all  times  fubject  to  the  Emir 
Chbir.    The  Arabs  called  this  city  Balirmu; 

Palermo  is  regularly  built.  It  is  divided 
into  four  nearly  equal  parts  by  two  principal 
ftreets,  that  crofs  each  other,  that  are  equal  iri 
their  breadth,  and  that  would  be  beautiful,  if 
the  houfes  were  better  built. 

According  to  an  excellent  cuftom  of  Italy 
and  Sicily,  each  window  has  its  balcony,  with 
$n  iron  railing*  In  warm  climates,  it  is  not 
merely  agreeable,  it  is  abfolutely  necefiary,  to 
enjoy  the  cool  of  the  evening.  But  thefe 
balconies  do  not  give  the  ftreets  a  good  ap- 
pearance :  efpecially  when,  as  is  generally  the 
cafe,  they  are  floped  without  tafte.    In  long 

ftreets, 
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flreets,  which  at  the  farther  end  appear  nar- 
row, you  feem  as  if  you  were  fhut  up  in  an 
iron  cage. 

The  city  contains  above  a  hundred  thoufand 
inhabitants.  Thirty  years  ago,  the  people 
were  numbered  at  one  hundred  and  two 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fix  *  ;  and,  fince 
then,  the  population  has  increafed :  but  the 
ufual  eftimate  of  Palermo,  which  ftates  the 
population  at  a  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand, 
is  exaggerated. 

Palermo  is  the  feat  of  the  viceroy,  of  the 
archbifhop,  who  is  primate  of  the  kingdom 
and  chief  of  the  Braccio  Ecclcfiaft'ico^  or  fpi* 
ritual  court,  and  of  the  Gliidice  della  Mo?iar- 
chia ;  which  is  the  title  of  a  principal'  ecclefi- 
aftic,  who  is  the  vice  legate  of  the  Pope,  and 
nominated  by  the  King.  Roger  the  Second 
Count  of  Sicily,  about  the  end  of  the  ele- 
venth century,  was  appointed  by  Pope  Urban, 
the  Second  as  the  Papal  legate  iri  Sicily. 
When  in  the  year  1 129  he  affumed  the  title  of 
King,  he  continued  in  this  fpiritual  office  ;  and 
his  fucceffors  followed  his  example.  It  was 
the  character  of  the  times  for  Kings  to  con- 
fider  themfelves  as  honoured  by  being  legates 

*  Amico,  Lex*  Top.  Sic. 
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of  the  Pope  ;  and  the  Popes  were  flattered  hy 
fuch  officers*  In  later  times  the  Popes  would 
willingly  have  deprived  them  of  this  honour  5 
but  the  Kings  of  Sicily  maintained  it,  in  di~ 
minution  of  the  power  of  the  Pope,  whofe 
office  they  fo  well  know  how  to  exercife  as 
to  leave  his  Holinefs  but  little  influence. 

The  fcirocco  is  felt  in  no  town  in  Italy  fo 
intenfely  as  here.  Thefe  hot  gufts  from  the 
fandy  deferts  of  Africa,  in  paffing  the  fea,  lofe 
much  of  their  power,  before  they  reach  the 
fbuthern  parts  of  Sicily  :  but  they  collect  new 
ftrength  in  eroding  the  ifland.  About  midday 
a  cooling  fea  breeze  fprings  up ;  for  which 
reafon  the  morning  in  Palermo  is  hotter  than 
the  noon. 

The  heats  felt  are  increafed  by  the  hill  PeU 
legrino  ;  which  flops  the  burning  vapours  of 
the  fcirocco  in  their  courfe. 

This  mountain  by  the  Greeks  was  called 
ErEla  :  £  Eg xt»  :  likewife  5  'E/ojctw  :  and  from 
it  Hamilcar  Barcas,  the  father  of  Hannibal,  op^ 
pofed  the  Romans  nearly  three  years,  during 
the  firft  Punic  war  ;  although  no  town  in  Si- 
cily took  part  with  the  Carthaginians. 

The  profpect  toward  the  fea,  the  Pellegrinoy 
and  the  verdant  plain  of  Sfera  di  Cavalli% 

which 
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which  feparates  the  promontory  from  the 
mountains  and  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  which 
is  the  promontory  of  Zaffarana,  adds  charms 
to  the  city.  Many  gardens,  which  appear  to 
be  better  laid  out  than  thofe  at  a  diftance  from 
Palermo,  afford  agreeable  and  cooling  {hades  ; 
and  particularly  the  large  gardens  on  the  eaft- 
ern  fide  of  a  row  of  country  houfes,  on  the 
way  to  Termini,  which  are  called  La  Ba* 
garia.  They  cheer  the  eye  ;  which,  bold  as 
the  contour  of  the  mountainous  fhore  is,  does 
not  willingly  repofe  on  thofe  naked  heights. 

From  the  terrace  of  an  Arabian  palace,  which 
was  built  in  the  ninth  century,  the  whole  city, 
the  fea,  the  promontory,  and  La  Bagaria^  are 
overlooked.  This  palace  is  called  Ziza ;  after 
Aa%i%a^  daughter  of  an  Emir  of  Palermo  ;  to 
whom  the  other  Emirs  were  fubjecl:.  The 
daughter,  Aa%i%a^  married  another  Emir ;  and 
the  letter  in  which  he  demanded  her  in  mar- 
riage, and  the  anfwer  returned  by  the  father 
are  ftill  extant.  Aaziza  lived  in  the  ninth  cen- 
tury ;  and  the  palace  was  repaired  during  the 
laft. 

Another  palace,  called  Cubba,  is  likewiie  of 
the  Saracen  times  ;  and  now  ferves  as  a  gar- 
Vol.  III.  F  f  rifon 
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rifon  for  cavalry  *;  The  a?ra  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Arabs,  and  of  their  fuccelTors  the 
Normans,  is  ihortly  to  be  elucidated.  Six  Ita- 
lian miles  from  the  city,  in  the  library  of  the 
monaftery  of  San  Martino,  an  unknown  trea- 
fure  of  the  hiftory  of  this  country  lay  ;  till, 
about  eight  years  ago,  the  library  was  vifited 
by  an  ambaffador  from  Morocco  :  who,  taking 
up  a  manufcript,  difcovered  it  to  be  the  hif- 
tory of  the  government  of  the  Arabs.  The 
Abbate  Vella,  a  Maltefe,  who  refides  here 
and  who  being  learned  in  the  Arabic  accom- 
panied the  ambaffador,  mentioned  this  difco- 
verv ;  and,  on  command,  publifhed  the  ma- 
nufcript, with  an  Italian  tranfiation  f.  There 

*  Gefchichte  der  Araber  in  Sicilien,  iii.  th;  f.  9.  10.  I  r. 

-}-  This  work  is  likewife  now  publifhed  in  German  ; 
under  die  title  of  Gefchlchte  der  Araber  in  Sid/ien,  und 
Si  aliens  unter  der  herrfchaft  der  Araber  :  in  gleichzeitigen 
nrhinden  von  die/em  volke  felbjl :  aus  dem  Ita/ianifc/jen,  unit 
anmerhingen  und  -zuj'dtxen  :  von  Phiiipp  Willhehn  Gotlieb 
Hauslentner.  In  vier  b'dnden.  That  is  :  A  hiftory  of  the 
Arabs  in  Sicily,  and  of  Sicily  under  the  government  of  the 
Arabs  ;  from  contemporary  decuments  of  the  people 
themfelves  :  tranllated  from  the  Italian,  with  additions 
and  remarks  :  in  four  volumes.  By  Philip  Wil.  Got. 
Hausleutner. 

is 
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is  likewife  the  lad  volume  of  another  manu- 
fcript,  publifhed  by  hira  ;  which  contains  the 
letters  of  information  fent  by  an  Arabian  am- 
baffador,  during  the  Norman  period,  with  the 
anfwers  of  the  Caliphs  of  Egypt. 

Thefe  interefting  documents  will  indubi- 
tably afford  you  pleafure.  What  then  will  be 
your  feelings,  when  I  inform  you  that  this 
Abbate  Vella  poiTeffes  an  Arabic  tranflation 
of  feventeen  of  the  loft  books  of  Livy  ?  the 
books  fixty  to  feventy-fix  inciufive  ;  in  the 
laft  of  which  only  there  are  fome  imperfec- 
tions ! 

But  how  came  he  poffeffed  of  this  manu- 
re ript  ?  The  ftory  is  thus  told.  Favray,  a 
French  painter,  who  was  a  Cavalier e  Servente 
of  the  order  of  Malta,  through  the  medium 
of  the  French  ambaffador,  obtained  permiffion 
to  meafure  and  take  a  plan  of  the  mofque  of 
Selim  at  Conftantinople  ;  which  was  formerly 
the  church  of  Saint  Sophia.  While  employed 
in  this  work,  as  he  ftepped  upon  a  cornice, 
he  fet  his  foot  on  a  roll,  looked  at  it,  faw  it 
was  a  manufcript,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

When  he  returned  to  Malta,  he  prefented 
it  to  the  then  Grand  Mafter :  who  gave  it  to 
the  Abbate  with  thefe  words — "  Accept  this 

F  f  2  book, 
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book,  It  will  one  day  reader  you  famous." 
Vella  was  aftonifhed  when  he  difcovered  what 
were  the  contents  of  the  work.  A  diforder 
on  the  lungs  occafioned  him  to  make  a  voyage 
to  Sicily ;  and  unwillingly,  at  the  command 
of  the  Grand  Mafter  who  had  been  applied  to 
by  the  King,  he  undertook  the  tranflation  of 
the  two  Arabic  hiftorical  works,  which  has 
hitherto  prevented  him  from  tranflating  Livy. 

Several  perfons  believe  the  tale  of  finding 
Livy  to  be  a  romance ;  and  accufe  Vella  of 
having  purloined  a  manufcript  from  the  library 
of  a  monaftery  in  Girgenti.  They  fay  that, 
when  he  was  employed  in  tranflating  his  Ara- 
bic hiftory,  the  monks  in  Girgenti  were  com- 
manded to  furnifh  him  with  all  the  Arabic 
manufcripts  of  their  library.  Among  thefe, 
he  difcovered  a  large  fragment  of  an  Arabic 
tranflation  of  Livy,  and  fecured  it  for  himfelf : 
adding  that  the  ftory  of  Favray  as  well  as  of 
the  Grand  Mafter,  who  are  both  dead,  is  all7 
invention.  They  likewife  allege  that  this  ma- 
nufcript was  bound  in  the  manner  that  dif- 
ferent other  manufcripts  of  thefe  times,  to  be 
met  with  in  Sicily,  are  bound.  It  is  known 
too,  that  the  learned  Arabs  of  all  ages  were 
better  inftructed  in  Greek  than  in  Roman  lite- 
rature ; 
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rature  ;  and  that  philofophy,  natural  hiftory, 
and  phyfic,  were  highly  efteemed  by  them  : 
but  that  they  held  ancient  hiftory  in  little 
eftimation,  their  own  excepted. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  Vella  gives  hopes  that 
the  fixrieth  book  will  foon  appear  in  an  Italian 
tranflation :  but  that  he  will  not  publifh  the 
whole  of  the  manufcript,  till  he  has  obtained 
a  fufficient  number  of  fubferibers  to  fecure 
him  from  lofs. 

I  have  feenthe  manufcript,  but,  as  I  do  not 
underftand  even  the  Arabic  character,  I  can 
form  no  judgment  concerning  its  authenticity. 
I  advifed  him  to  publifh  the  Italian  tranflation, 
and  then  to  fell  the  Arabic  manufcript  to  fome 
Prince,  or  public  library :  but  he  is  undeter-> 
mined. 

Livy  muft  have  fuffered  much  by  any  tranf- 
lation ;  and  how  much  more  by  being  re- 
tranfiated !  No  writer  poffefTed  the  grand  talent 
of  preferring  a  noble  and  elevated  ftyle,  and, 
as  the  fubjecT:  varied,  to  vary  his  colouring 
without  departing  from  his  dignity,  in  a  higher 
degree  than  Livy.  Ever  the  fame,  yet  ever 
different,  he  appears  as  if  infpired  by  the  very 
fpirit  of  the  times  and  the  events  he  has  to  re- 
cord. He  has  no  peculiarity  of  manner  :  he 
F  f  3  rifes 
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rifes  above  fuch  petty  conftraint ;  and,  like 
Raphael,  poffeffes  this  grand  peculiarity  that 
he  has  no  manner. 

Far  as  the  tranflation  which  this,  or  any 
other  work  after  the  Arabic,  mull  be  below 
the  original  Latin,  yet,  if  .the  maniifcript  have 
full  juftice  done  it,  it  will  be  of  great  value. 
The  events  of  a  nation,  whofe  deftiny  had  fo 
powerful  an  influence  over  the  whole  globe, 
arranged  by  Livy,  mud  deferve  our  ferious 
attention.  Many  a  fine  Roman  feature,  it  is 
true,  mud  be  concealed  under  the  double  dra- 
pery fir  ft  of  an  Arabic  and  then  of  a  modern 
drefs  :  but,  in  defpite  of  thefe  foreign  folds, 
the  noble  ftep,  and  the  free  motions,  will  be 
diftinguiihable,  as  the  delighted  reader  is  led 
from  event  to  event,  and  confidentially,  like 
friend  converging  with  friend,  is  conducted 
over  the  wrecks  of  ancient  days. 

A  building,  which  was  formerly  a  monaf- 
'  tery  of  the  Jefuits,  is  deflined  for  the  ufe  of 
the  Academy  ;  and  the  library,  which  has  only 
been  eight  years  in  collecting,  already  confifts 
of  about  forty  thoufand  volumes.  Father 
Sterzinger,  the  librarian,  a  German,  is  a  man 
of  underftanding,  worth,  and  literature.  The 
library  is  daily  open  for  fome  hours  to  the 

public  j 
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public  ;  and  we  found  many  young  people 
making  extracts.  Father  Elifeo,  from  Naples, 
is  a  man  of  merit,  as  a  teacher  of  experi- 
mental philofophy.  Father  Piazza,  from  the 
Veltelin  or  Valteline,  an  Italian  province  of 
the  Grifons,  the  teacher  of  allronomy,  is  the 
friend  and  correfpondent  of  Herfchel  and 
De  Lalande  *.  Aided  by  the  celebrated  me- 
chanic and  aftronomer  Ramfden,  of  London, 
he  has  difcovered  an  inftrument  which  has  all 
poflible  advantages  for  obferving  the  ftars  by 
day,  as  well  as  by  night.  He  is  publifhing  a 
defcription,  with  engravings,  of  this  excellent 
inftrument.  My  entire  ignorance  of  aftro- 
nomy,  which  I  contemplate  at  an  awful  dis- 
tance, difables  me  from  communicating  any 
idea  of  this  inftrument. 

The  anatomical  theatre,  and  the  cabinet  of 

*  This  famous  aflronomer  wrote  to  father  Piazza, 
Nous  venons  de  declarer  la  guerre  ;  ce  qui  tfempechera  ?ii  nos 
cbfsrvations  tit  nos  calculs.  "  We  have  juft  declared  war  $ 
but  this  will  neither  impede  our  obfervations  nor  our  cal- 
culations." 

On  the  day  that  the  people  flormed  and  deftroyed  the 
Baftile,  De  Lalande  was  at  work  from  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing to  three  in  the  afternoon,  without  intermiffion ;  un- 
diPcurbed  by  the  tumult  which,  like  an  electric  fhock, 
was  felt  through  the  whole  kingdom.  This  trait  will  re- 
mind you  of  Archimedes—"  Take  care  of  my  circle  !" 

Ff4  natural 
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natural  hiftory,  I  confider  as  being  yet  in  their 
infancy  :  though  the  latter  is  remarkable  for 
its  collection  of  fifties,  which  are  fo  excel- 
lently preferved  as  to  feem  alive. 

Signor  Carelli,  the  fecretary  of  the  Viceroy, 
poiTeffes  an  excellent  collection  of  ancient 
coins :  among  which  there  are  feveral  that 
have  hitherto  been  unknown.  Thofe  of  the 
Greek  towns  in  Sicily,  and  among  the  reft  of 
Syracufe,  are  remarkable  for  their  beauty. 
There  is  one  of  Syracufe,  which  has  never 
before  been  difcovered,  having  on  one  fide 
the  figure  of  Apollo,  and  on  the  other  of  Di- 
ana, of  excellent  workmanfhip. 

There  are  likewife  Punic  coins  in  this  col- 
lection ;  which  probably  were  (tamped  either 
in  this  city,  in  Solus  or  in  Mctya.  They  con- 
tain on  one  fide  the  Carthaginian  horfe-head. 

Among  thofe  of  Panormus^  there  are  fome 
that  have  Greek  infcriptions  ;  which  probably 
may  be  of  the  period  between  the  end  of  the 
fifft  Punic  war  and  the  reign  of  Auguftus. 
This  Emperor  fent  a  Roman  colony  here ; 
and  I  doubt  whether,  after  that  epocha,  great 
as  the  remaining  privileges  of  the  city  were,  it 
was  raftered  to  coin  its  own  money. 

Several  coins  are  found  the  infcriptions  of 

which 
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which  are  half  Greek,  and  half  Punic  ;  and 
thefe  were  probably  coined  foon  after  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  Carthaginians,  when  the  Greek 
language  began  to  prevail  on  this  fide  of  Si- 
cily. 

A  fimilar  accident  has  happened  to  the  Si- 
cilian coins  of  the  Swabian  sera :  on  which 
the  infcription  upon  one  fide  is  Arabic,  and 
upon  the  other  Greek.  The  Norman  princes, 
who  immediately  fucceeded  to  the  Saracens, 
permitted  Arabic  infcriptions  on  all  coins. 

It  is  remarkable  that  all  the  coins  of  the 
elder  Dionyfius  have  Punic  infcriptions. 

Some  miles  from  the  city,  the  little  town  of 
Montereale^  which  was  formerly  the  feat  of  an 
Archbifhop,  is  built  upon  a  hill.  After  the 
death  of  the  lad  Archbifhop,  the  King  joined 
this  fee  with  that  of  Palermo  ;  and,  greatly  re- 
ducing the  revenue,  applied  the  remainder  to 
the  royal  treafury.  The  preceding  Archbifhop 
made  a  fine  high  road  between  the  two  towns; 
which  is  ornamented  with  fountains,  and  fla- 
tues. 

The  cathedral  of  Montereale  is  an  old 
Gothic  building;  the  altar  of  which,  at  the 
pepence  of  the  fame  Archbifhop,  Tefta,  is 

richly 
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richly  embellifhed  with  filver  ftatues,  and  fiU 
ver  medallions  of  emboffed  work. 

The  road  enjoys  a  very  pleafant  profpecT:  of 
the  gardens  among  the  hills,  which  form  a 
circular  valley,  and  of  the  fea. 

A  large  botanical  garden  has  been  planted, 
fome  years,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Palermo ;  in 
which  I  became  acquainted  with  the  papyrus. 
The  Mnfa  Paradifiaca  blooms  and  bears 
fruit  ;  and  its  flowers  refemble  thofe  which 
we  call  the  great  imperial  crown.  I  here  for 
the  firft  time  faw  feveral  beautiful  plants. 

A  ftru&ure  is  now  building,  under  the  in- 
fpeftion  of  the  architect  Du  Fournay,  which 
is  defigned  for  a  public  fchool  of  botany.  It 
is  almoff  fiqifhed  ;  and  is,  in  many  of  its 
parts,  an  imitation  of  the  ancient  Greek  ar-» 
chitecture  in  Sicily.  Whether  this  high  ftyle 
be  proper  for  a  fmall  building,  whether  the 
pillars  and  the  cupola  are  In  proportion,  and 
whether  pilafters  which  like  pillars  are  tapered 
toward  the  extremity  produce  a  good  effect, 
are  doubts  which  my  want  of  knowledge  will 
not  permit  me  to  decide  upon. 

Near  this  is  another  public  garden  called 
the  Flora  ;  where  there  are  Iliad y  walks  and 
4  charming 
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charming  fbrubs,  with  a  profpec~t  toward  the 
fea.  It  embellifhes  the  Corfo  ;  which  is  held 
between  this  garden  and  the  fea.  Here  I  firft 
faw  the  Patientia  ;  a  beautiful  tall  tree,  which 
feems  to  me  greatly  to  referable  the  afh  *. 

On  the  fpot  where  now  this  p'eafant  gar- 
den flourifhes,  formerly,  the  poor  wretches 
that  were  condemned  by  the  Inciuifuion  were 
executed. 

The  reigning  King  has  delivered  Sicily 
from  this  horrible  tribunal.  It  is  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  kingdom  of  Naples  that  the  peo- 
ple, though  very  religious,  have  ardently  and  ob- 
llinately  refifted  the  introdu&ion  of  that  court. 

Under  the  word  Palermo,  in  the  Encyclo- 
pedic, we  read  the  following  account  of  this 
great  city. 

Palerme,  ville  detruite  eh  Stale,  dans  le 
val  de  Ma%%ara,  avec  un  archeveche  et  un 
petit  port.  Palerme,  avant  fa  deftruction  par 
un  tr emblement  de  terrc,  difputoit  a  MeJTine  le 
rang  de  capitalc.  Elle  etoit  Jituee  fur  la  cote 
feptentrionale  "j\ 

I  tiling 

*  Mclla  A-zedavach  folus  hiphinaiU. 
f  Palermo.    A  deftroyed  city  of  Sicily,  in  the  valley 
pf  Mazzara  j  with  an  archbiflioprick,  and  a  /malt  haven, 

Palermo, 
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I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  thj*ow  a  little 
light  on  this  fagacious  paffage. 

Palermo  was  fearcely  ever  a  larger  city 
than  it  is  at  prefent  :  for  its  inhabitants  are  at 
leaft  a  hundred,  and  probably  a  hundred  and 
twenty,  thoufand  in  number. 

Its  haven,  the  capacioufnefs  of  which  the 
Greek  word  Panormus  denoted,  has  been  ren- 
dered a  little  haven  by  no  earthquake  ;  and 
this  fearful  earthquake,  which  defiroyed  the 
town,  can  be  no  other  than  that  which  hap- 
pened in  1726  ;  when  a  few  houfes  fell. 

Palermo  maintains  the  rank  of  the  principal 
city :  although  Meffina  has  at  all  times  con- 
tended, and  will  contend  for  this  rank ;  and 
has  for  centuries  been  ftyled  by  the  King,  in 
his  official  documents,  Meffina %  Capo  del  Reg- 
710 :  or  capital  of  the  kingdom. 

Palermo  is  not  only,  without  doubt,  the 
largeft  city  in  Sicily  but  is  one  of  the  largeft 
and  moll  beautiful  cities  of  Europe  :  although 
the  Encydopedie  denies  its  exiftence. 

Our  friends,  the  Meffieurs  Von  Droft,  from 

Palermo,  before  its  deftruRion  by  an  earthquake,  difputed 
the  rank  of  capital  with  Meffina.  It  was  fituated  on  the 
north  coaft. 

7  Munfter, 
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Miinfter,  with  whom  we  became  acquainted 
at  Naples,  are  arrived  in  the  packet  boat  that 
regularly  paries  between  Naples  and  Palermo ; 
and  will  contribute  to  enliven  our  delightful 
journey  through  Sicily. 


through  Montereale  ;  and  we  now  regret  that, 
inftead  of  vifiting  this  place,  we  did  not  take 
a  trip  to  Monte  Pellegrino :  or  to  the  mona* 
ftery  of  San  Martina. 

The  fame  Archbifhop  Tefta,  at  whofe  ex- 
pence  the  magnificent  high  road  from  Monte- 
reale to  Palermo  was  made,  has  continued  that 
road,  though  at  lefs  coft,  and  made  it  paflable 
for  carriages  as  far  as  Sala  di  Partcnico  :  which 
is  eighteen  Italian  miles  from  Palermo. 

Leaving  the  verdant  Montereale,  we  af- 
cended  among  the  naked  heights  till  the  prof- 

pe£t 
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pec!  at  once  became  beautiful.  We  beheld  & 
fpacious  valley  before  us,  with  the  bay  of  Caf~ 
telamare ;  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  which  a 
pidturefque  promontory  projects:  while  the 
bay  is  formed  by  two  inferior  capes,  that  ex- 
tend like  the  prongs  of  a  fork  into  the  fea. 

The  fertility  of  the  valley  juftifies  all  that 
has  been  related  of  Sicily  by  ancient  writers. 
Waving  corn,  vineyards,  and  fig  and  olive 
trees,  embellifh  thefe  fortunate  fields :  where 
the  eye  is  (till  more  enraptured  by  the  bloom- 
ing orange  and  citron.  The  lands  are  hedged 
round  with  the  aloe,  and  the  Indian  fig. 

Above  this  bay,  on  the  Palermo  fide,  is  the 
town  of  Hycara,  tcc  'Yxxccoct,  the  birth  place 
of  Lais,  too  celebrated  for  her  beauty  and  its 
abufe.  When  a  child,  fhe  was  publicly  fold 
among  other  prifoners  by  the  Athenians ; 
when,  led  by  Nicias,  they  had  conquered  this 
little  place,  and  brought  the  inhabitants  to 
Athens.  The  town,  which  now  ftands  where 
Hyccara  was  built,  is  called  Carinu 

Sala  dl  Partcnico,  a  well  built  little  place, 
by  irs  name  points  out  the  traces  of  the  fmall 
Creek  town  called  Parthenicon.  It  is  iituated 
at  the  entrance  of  a  charming  valley. 

In  the  evening,  we  faw  the  diftant  ifland 

of 
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of  Uftica  ;  which  for  centuries,  from  the  fear 
of  African  pirates,  was  only  inhabited  by  wild 
goats.  The  King  caufed  a  citadel  to  be  built 
here,  in  the  year  1765,  furnifhed  it  with  a 
garrifon,  and  fent  a  colony  to  Uftica ;  which 
flourifhes,  although  the  ifland  is  in'  want  of 
frefh  water:  the  water  they  have  being  kept 
in  cifterns.  This  muft  not  be  confounded  with 
the  lefs  and  now  namelefs  ifland  which,  after 
a  terrible  occurrence,  the  ancients  called  Ojleo- 
dcs :  the  place  of  bones  :  and  to  which  the 
Carthaginians,  under  a  warlike  pretext,  fent 
a  large  army  of  mercenaries,  to  whom  they 
wrere  in  arrears  for  pay,  and  here  fuffered 
them  to  perifh  of  hunger. 

We  reached  Alcamo  in  the  evening  ;  a  wrell 
built  town,  that  contains  above  eight  thoufand 
inhabitants.  It  was  built  in  the  year  828,  on 
the  fruitful  hill  Bonifacio ,  by  the  Saracen  Adal- 
camo ;  or  Kalcamo  ;  who  came  from  Africa  : 
but  its  fite  was  removed  by  the  Emperor,  Fre- 
derick the  Second,  to  the  plain  in  which  it 
now  ftands. 

Alcamo  boafts  of  having  produced  famous 
men  ;  and,  among  others,  Ciidlo  del  Ca?no : 
who  is  generally  called  Vincetitio  di  Alcamo. 
He  was  the  contemporary  of  Frederick  the 

Second ; 
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Second  ;  and  is  fuppofed?  by  fome,  to  be  the 
firft  who  wrote  poetry  in  the  Italian  language  i 
at  leaft,  he  was  one  of  the  firft  Italian  poets* 
As  it  was  Sunday,  we  were  not  furprifed  td 
fee  a  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  tumultu- 
oufly  crowding  the  ftreets :  for  this  is  a  cus- 
tom through  all  Italy.  They  begin  on  the 
Saturday  evening,  after  the  labour  of  the  week 
is  over,  to  coiled:  in  the  market  places,  and 
ftreets.  He,  who  fhould  be  unacquainted  with 
their  manners,  would  imagine  that  fome  ex- 
traordinary event  or  infurreftion  had  caufed 
them  to  aflemble :  for  they  ufually  fpeak  all 
together,  with  loud  voices,  rapid  articulation, 
and  animated  geftures.  In  the  midft  of  their 
violent  contentions,  you  every  moment  expect 
they  will  feize  each  other  by  the  throat,  and 
are  agreeably  furprifed  to  hear  them  end  in  a 
loud  laugh. 

Thus  it  was  at  Alcamo,  where  the  ftreets 
feemed  to  be  in  an  uproar  till  after  midnight, 
when  finging  and  mufic  began  :  yet,  as  early 
as  three  in  the  morning,  the  people  were, 
going  about,  crying  aloud  the  bread  and  meat, 
which  they  fold  to  the  workmen  that  were 
preparing  for  their  labour  in  the  fields.  The 
Sicilians,  like  the  Italians,  need  but  little  fleep  ; 

and 
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and  willingly  part  with  that  little  for  any  di- 
version. Hence  the  cuftom  of  ferenading  ever 
has  and  ever  will  prevail.  Horace,  in  the 
ninth  ode  of  his  firft  book,  fpeaks  of  the  fere- 
nades  of  his  days.  He  has  been  hitherto  mifin- 
terpreted,  by  fome  commentators ;  and,  al- 
though the  manners  of  the  fouth  of  Italy  and 
of  Sicily  might  have  pointed  out  what  the  poet 
intended  to  defcribe,  yet,  I  fhould  probably 
ftill  have  mifunderftood  him,  if  a  lucky  acci- 
dent had  not  informed  me  of  the  true  mean* 
ing  of  the  verfe. 

A  volume  of  the  Gazette  Litteraire  de  VEtt* 
rope  fell  into  my  hands  at  Naples  ;  a  journal 
which  gave  extracts  from  the  commentator, 
Abbate  Galiani ;  a  writer  who  died  fome  years 
ago  at  Naples,  a  man  of  underftanding,  and 
famous  for  his  numerous  works*.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  whole  of  his  commentary  has 
yet  been  made  public. 

The  ,ode  of  which  I  am  fpeakirig  begins 

Tides  ut  alta  Jlet  nive  candiclum 
SoraBe—  — 

Hor.  1.  i.  od.  9. 


*  See  different  numbers  of  the  above  journal,  for  the 
year  1765. 

Vol.  Ill-  G  g  Beho!4 
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Behold  Soracle's  airy  height. 

Francis. 

The  verfes  #• 

Lencfque fub  mclem  fiifurrt 
Compqfita  repetantur  hora  — 

An  aflignation  fweetly  made, 
With  gentle  whifpers  in  the  dark— 

Francis 

have  generally  been  underftood  as  if  the  poet 
fpoke  of  focial  friends,  who  met  together  m 
the  evening.  But  why  mould  they  fpeak  in 
whifpers  ?  And  why  at  an  appointed  hour  ? 
Is  not  the  unexpected  vifit  of  a  friend  often 
the  moll  pleafant  ? 

Others  came  nearer  to  the  meaning,  without 
attaining  it.  They  fuppofed  the  poet  had 
lpoken  of  two  lovers  converfing  together. 
Let  us  hear  our  acute  Neapolitan. 

"  Thefe  Lenes  Sufurri"  fays  Galiani,  "  are 
"  not  the  foft  whifpers  of  two  lovers  :  they 
"*  are  ferenades.  To  elucidate  my  meanings 
"  it  will  be  neceffary  for  me  to  enlarge  a  little 
"  on  the  manners  of  the  ancient  Romans: 
"  manners  which  are  ftill  preferved,  in.  the 
H  lower  parts  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  the  Eaft. 
"  Love,  that  ever  powerful,  but  ever  hypo- 
u  critical  paffion,  fuffers  itfelf  to  be  fettered, 
3  "  au<i 


COUNT  STOLBERG.  45! 

<c  and  conftrained,  as  long  as  it  can  endure  : 
u  but,  when  it  gathers  fufficient  ftrength,  it 
"  breaks  its  chains  and  recovers  its  freedom* 
<c  In  Spain  and  Italy,  where  the  climate  will 
"  permit,  the  lover  declares  his  paffion  in  the 
"  ftreet,  and  at  the  windows.  In  France  and 
"  Germany,  where  the  winds  are  more  rude, 
"  love  is  obliged  to  open  the  door,  and  tell  his 
li  tale  by  the  fire  fide.  In  the  country  of  Ho- 
"  race,  the  door  was  impaffable,  and  the  houfe 
"  confidered  as  facred  :  particularly  if  it  con- 
"  tained  a  young  maiden  that  was  marriage- 
"  able. 

"  But  let  us  not  deceive  ourfelves :  neither 
"  Arab  nor  Turk  firft  introduced  the  jealoufy 
"  of  the  feraglio,  to  Greece  and  Afia.  The 
u  cuftom  is  much  older :  it  is  attached  to  the 
<c  foil  :  it  ftill  exifts  in  Italy  ;  or  rather  did 
"  exift,  till,  at  the  end  of  the  laft  century, 
"  French  manners  prevailed  over  all  Italy.  In 
"  the  fouth  however  this  ancient  cuftom  ftill 
"  remains  in  full  force*.  The  doors  there  are 

"  yet 

*  This  extreme  reftraint  originates  in  a  miftruft  of  wo- 
men, and  the  ill  opinion  which  prevails  of  the  fex.  "  A 
prudent  and  chafte  education  honours  and  ennobles  the 
fair;  who  are  mod  injurioufly  debafed  by  oriental  con- 
G  g  2  Enement, 
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*  yet  impaffable  to  lovers.   Watched,  as  the/ 
"  are  in  Turkey,  the  girls  fpend  a  great  part 
"  of  their  time  at  the  window,  efpecially  by 
M  night,  liftening  to  the  fongs  which  the  lov- 
iC  ers  fing  in  a  low  voice,  that  they  may  not 
,c  difturb  the  neighbourhood.    The  maiden 
"  conceals  the  light  of  her  chamber  ;  and  her 
*;  lover  only  knows  that  fhe  is  prefent  by  her 
"  foft  whifpers,  which  he  hears  from  the  bal- 
<c  cony.    I  have  a  thoufand  times  witneiTed  tlie 
"  fcenes  which  Horace  defcribes.    On  a  fud- 
<c  den  the  girl  is  filent,  and  returns  no  more 
"  anfwers  to  the  difcourfe  of  her  lover  ;  who, 
"  being  in  the  dark,  knows  not  whether  fhe 
"  flill  liftens  or  is  gone.    He  fpeaks  again, 
"  again  waits  to  hear,  and  at  laft  receiving  no 
"  reply  is  perfuaded  that  his  beloved  is  re- 
"  tired  to  reft  ;  or  that,  frightened  by  a  noife 
"  in  her  mother's  chamber,  fhe  has  thrown 

finement.  The  German  and  Englilh  women  are  the  mofl 
virtuous  of  their  fex.  No  where  are  unmarried  women  fo 
innocent ;  or  the  married  fo  happy.  No  where  are  wives 
fo  honoured,  and  fo  full  of  worth,  as  among  the  Ger- 
mans, and  the  Englim.  Neither  have  our  women  that  coid 
referve  whrch  is  frequently  the  lot  of  an  Englishwoman. 
What  Galiani  fays  of  the  hypocrify  of  love  is  in  part  ex- 
plained by  the  text,  and  in  part  mult  be  underftood  only  of 
this  pafiion  in  the  S©uth* 

"  herfelf 
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"  herfelf  under  the  bed  clothes  and  counter- 
u  feited  fleep. 

"  Thefe  accidents  of  fright  are  fo  common 
"  that  the  lover  is  not  aftonifhed  if  he  be  fud- 
"  denly  left  in  the  middle  of  his  nightly  col- 
a  loquy.  Deje&ed,  he  puts  his  mandoline  in 
"  its  cafe,  and  is  about  to  be  gone  ;  when,  in 

an  inftant,  his  young  miftrels,  who  had  re- 
"  tired  to  a  corner  of  her  chamber,  gives  a  loud 
"  laugh  to  inform  him  that  {he  ftill  liftens, 
<c  and  that  fhe  had  only  been  fportively  play- 
"  ing  him  a  trick.  Overjoyed,  enraptured,  he 
"  returns  and  again  begins  his  amorous  end- 
"  lefs  tale. 

"  This  agrees  with  the  defcription  of  Ho- 
"  race : 

Nunc  et  latentts  proditor  intimo 
Grains  puellce  rifus  ab  angu/e, 

Pignufque  dereptum  lacertis 

Aut  digko  male  pertinaci. 

The  laugh  that  from  the  corner  flies, 
The  fportive  fair  one  fhall  betray  ; 
Then  boldly  fnatch  the  joyful  prize  ; 

A  ring  or  bracelet  tear  away  : 
While  (he  not  too  feverely  coy, 
Struggling  (hall  yield  the  willing  toy. 

Francis. 

<£  In  the  two  laft  lines,  Horace  gives  us  a  pic- 
G  g  3  «« ture 
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"  ture  of  what  happens  at  a  houfe  door.  In 
"  Italy,  the  young  girls  are  permitted  to  ftep 
"  to  the  door,  for  a  moment,  especially  at  the 
4t  beginning  of  night.  The  lover  is  careful  to 
"  pafs  and  repafs,  that  he  may  catch  the  in- 
li  ftant  in  which  he  may  remind  his  miftrefs 
"  of  the  hour  of  their  nightly  meetings,  prefs 
"  her  to  obferve  her  promife,  and  endeavour 
u  to  obtain  a  token.  The  laft  is  generally  no 
"  more  than  a  pretext,  that  he  may  fqueeze 
"  her  hand,  and  take  a  ring  from  her  finger 
"  which  is  weakly  defended." 

Thus  far  Galiani ;  and  I  have  no  difficulty 
in  admitting  that  the  two  laft  lines  explain 
what  actually  happens.  The  girl  has  played 
tricks  with  and  laughed  at  her  lover;  and, 
being  inclined  to  be  reconciled,  runs  down  to 
the  houfe  door.  She  quarrels  with  him  only 
for  the  pleafure  of  making  it  up.  Our  vettu- 
rino,  a  lively  young  man, who  has  feveral  times 
travelled  over  all  Sicily,  was  not  fo  weary  by 
riding  in  the  heat  but  that  he  willingly  touch- 
ed the  firings  of  his  inftrument  nightly  before 
many  a  window,  Abfent  from  home  and  in 
want  of  a  more  tender  object,  he  fometimes 
gave  us  a  ferenade. 

Yefterday,  we  rode  through  an  open,  and,  in 

general, 
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general,  an  ill-cultivated  country.    There  are 
two  large  remains  of  the  ancient  town  of 
Egeftci)  nine  Italian  miks  from  Alcamo  :  one 
of  which  is  a  temple,  that  is  in  as  good  pre- 
fervation  as  the  temple  of  Pseftum.    It  has  fix- 
and-thirty  pillars  ;  and  is  fourteen  pillars  in 
length  and  fix  in  breadth.    They  are  of  the 
Doric  order,  and  of  the  travertine  (lone :  n© 
doubt  from  the  rocks  of  the  country.  The 
pillars  ftand  upon  focles:  which  fingle  circum- 
ftance  feems  to  prove  them  of  a  later  sera  than 
that  in  which  the  temple  of  Pseftum  wras  built ; 
the  pillars  of  which  have  no  focles.  The  archi- 
trave and  the  two  frontifpieces  have  with- 
ftood  the  ravages  of  time.    Some  pillars  have 
been  repaired  by  the  prefent  King ;  and  a 
Latin  infeription,  which  points  them  out,  dis- 
figures thefe  remains  of  "antiquity.    The  piU 
lars  are  fo  large  that  three  of  us  could  not 
within  an  ell  and  a  half  encircle  one  of  them. 
•Contrary  to  the  Grecian  manner,  they  are  po- 
liihed  :  but  probably  they  have  been  fluted  ; 
for  they  are  fomewrhat  broader  than  the  cha- 
piters, and,  below^  where  they  reft  upon  the 
focles,  they  have  each  an  incifion  of  about 
three  inches  in  height  and  two  in  depth, 
which  is  carried  round  them,  and  appears  to 
G  g  4  fhew 
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fhew  the  intended  fize  of  the  complete  pillar. 
It  is  as  difficult  to  determine  whether  this 
temple  had  an  inner  row  of  pillars,  an  inner 
wall,  and  a  cell,  vcta^  as  to  difcover  the  deity 
to  which  it  was  dedicated.  The  ancients  men- 
tion feveral  temples  of  this  town.  Neither 
can  it  be  known  whether  the  great  flat  {tone, 
in  the  middle,  was  placed  there  as  an  altar, 
or  as  an  idol. 

This  temple,  like  that  of  Pa?ftum,  is  en- 
circled by  two  fteps.  Within,  the  building  is 
feventy-one  paces  in  length,  and  twenty-fix  in 
breadth  ;  and  without,  not  including  the  fteps, 
feventy-eight  paces  in  length,  and  thirty-three 
in  breadth. 

There  are  likewife,  on  a  hill,  large  ruins  of 
an  ancient  theatre  ;  which  fhew  the  whole  cir- 
cumference of  what  was  properly  the  theatre  ; 
that  is,  that  part  in  which  the  femicircular 
feats  of  the  fpectators  rofe,  one  above  the 
other.  It  is  conftructed  of  large  hewn  ftones ; 
but  there  is  no  trace  of  the  ftage.  Befide  being 
fpedlators  of  the  performance,  the  audience 
had  a  fine  profpecT:  toward  the  fea. 

On  the  right  of  thefe  remains  the  river 
meanders  ;  which  the  founders  of  Egefta,  who 
were  fugitive  Trojans,  called  the  Scamandrus  : 

to 
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to  remind  them  of  the  river  of  their  own 
country. 

South  of  the  town  the  Simois  empties  itfelf 
into  it ;  which  was  likewife  fo  called  by  them, 
after  another  Trojan  river.  I  do  not  know  its 
modern  name.  The  Scamandrus  is  now  called 
Bartolomeo  ;  and,  near  its  mouth,  Flume  Fri- 
gido. 

Virgil  gives  the  ancient  names  of  thefe  ri- 
vers, when  Iris,  under  the  form  of  old  Beroe9 
comes,  at  the  command  of  Juno,  and  excites 
the  Trojan  women  to  burn  the  fhips. 

Nullane  jam  Trojee  dicentur  mania  ?  mtfquam 
He&oreos  amnes,  Xanthum  et  Simoenta  videbo  ? 

JEn.  v.  633. 

Shall  we  no  more  the  Trojan  walls  renew, 
Or  dreams  of  fome  dhTembled  Simois  view  t 

Dryden,v.  825. 

Xanthus  and  Scamandrus  are  names  of  the 
fame  river. 

Xanthus  his  name,  with  thofe  of  heavenly  birth : 
But  called  Scamander  by  the  fons  of  earth. 

Pope,  II.  b.  xx.  v.  10 x. 

The  women  followed  the  counfel  of  Beroe, 
four  of  the  fhips  were  burned,  and  iEneas, 

obliged 
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obliged  to  leave  as  many  men  behind  as  thefe 
fhips  had  contained,  aided  by  his  hoft,  Aceftes, 
the  fon  of  the  river  Crimifus  and  a  Trojan 
woman,  founded  this  town  :  which  Virgil 
therefore  did  not  call  Egejla^  but  Acejla. 

That  iEneas  governed  the  Trojans,  after 
the  deftruclion  of  Troy,  is  beyond  all  doubt. 
Homer  makes  Neptune  thus  fpeak  in  the  at- 
fembly  of  the  Gods. 

Kai  7rathg  srat&ov,  roi  hzv  /ketwjSe  yBvavreu. 

On  great  iEneas  fhall  devolve  the  reign  ; 
And  fon  fucceeding  fon  the  laft  in  line  fuftain. 

Pope,  v.  354. 

I  believe  that  he  rebuilt  the  walls  of  Ilion, 
and  that  he  reigned  there :  but  this  much  is 
certain  that,  according  to  an  ancient  tradi- 
tion, he  travelled  to  Sicily  and  Italy.  Virgil, 
as  a  Roman  poet,  profited  by  this  flattering 
popular  tale,  and  thus  derived  the  Romans 
from  the  Trojans.  It  was  like  wife  acceptable 
to  him,  feecaufe  the  family  of  Caefar  boafted 
of  their  defcent  from  a  fon  of  iEneas. 

However  this  may  be,  the  towns  of  Eryx 
and  Egefta,  according  to  the  teftimony  of  the 

ancients. 
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ancients,  were  founded  by  Trojans,  who  had 
efcaped  from  the  Greeks*. 

Egefta,  which  was  likewife  called  j£gejlay 
and  Sege/la,  was  a  mighty  city.    It  twice  in- 
duced the  Athenians,  during  the  Peloponne- 
fian  war,  to  make  an  attack  upon  Sicily.  The 
Egeftians,  or  Acejlczi^  were  at  war  with  the 
Selinuntii ;  as  well  concerning  confines  as  be- 
caufe  of  a  marriage.     The  Selinuntii,  who 
had  afked  aid  of  Syracufe,  prefled  upon  their 
enemy  by  land  and  fea.    The  Aceftaei  re- 
minded the  Athenians  of  the  alliance  they 
had  made  with  them  during  the  laft  war,  re- 
queried  naval  amftance,  and,  which  was  a 
more  powerful  motive,  led  the  Athenians  to 
fufpect  that,  fince  the  people  of  Syracufe  had 
not  been  punifhed  for  driving  out  the  Leontini 
from  their  city,  they  would  foon  rule  all 
Sicily  ;  and,  perhaps,  as  Dores,  affift  the  Do- 
rians of  Peloponnefus,  and  thus  aid  them  to 
deftroy  the  power  of  Athens.  It  would  there- 
fore be  wife  in  them  to  join  the  confederates 
againft  Syracufe  ;  and  the  more  fo  as  they, 
the  Aceftsei,  would  fupply  money  fufficient  for 
the  war. 

The  Athenians  firft  determined  to  fend 

*  Thucydides. 

ambaf- 
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ambaffadors  to  Egefta ;  who  mould  enquire 
how  far  it  was  provided  with  the  promifed 
fums,  which  the  Acerfoei  pretended  to  have  in 
the  treafury,  and  in  the  temples  ;  and  like- 
wife  to  inform  themfelves  of  the  ftate  of  the 
war  between  the  Aceftaei  and  the  Selinuntii  f. 

The  ambaffadors  returned  with  fixty  ta- 
lents of  unwrought  filver  from  Egefta,  as  the 
monthly  pay  for  fixty  mips.  Thefe  ambaffa- 
dors and  the  Aceftxi  themfelves  both  told 
many  untruths,  concerning  the  riches 
Egefta,  in  a  public  affembly  of  the  people  . 
and  war  was  declared  in  Athens  and  fixty  gal- 
leys were  fent. 

They  afterward  difcovered  that  the  ambaf- 
fadors had  been  deceived,  by  the  people  of 
Egefta  ;  who  had  firft  taken  them  to  the  tem- 
ple of  Venus,  on  Mount  Eryx,  and  there  had 
difplayed  its  wealth  in  flagons,  goblets,  cen- 
fers,  and  other  veffels ;  with  their  remaining 
no  fmall  treafure  in  filver,  which  appeared 
greater  than  it  was  in  reality.  They  next  in- 
vited the  Athenians*  to  their  banquets ;  and, 
on  thefe  occafions,  produced  gold  and  filver 
veffels,  the  greateft  part  of  which  had  been 
borrowed  from  the  Phoenicians  and  Greek 

*  Thucyd.  lib.  vi.  p.  381. 

6  towns 
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towns  of  Sicily.  As  thefe  veflels  were  exhi- 
bited wherever  the  Athenians  were  invited, 
and  on  each  occafion  were  fuppofed  to  be  the 
property  of  the  hoft,  the  ambaffadors  formed 
a  magnificent  idea  of  the  wealth  of  the  Acef- 
taei,  which  they  reported  to  Athens*. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  rode  twenty-one  miles, 
the  heat  being  rather  fevere,  through  an  open 
flat  country,  covered  with  grain.  The  farmers 
were  bufied  with  their  wheat  harveft.  The 
country  near  Trapani  became  more  pleafant ; 
in  which  town  we  met  a  kind  reception  at 
the  houfe  of  a  merchant,  to  whom  we  had  a 
letter  of  recommendation. 

Before  we  entered  the  town,  we  faw  a  fire 
burning  on  a  tower  by  the  fea  fide.  Similar 
fires  are  kindled  every  evening,  along  the 
whole  coaft  of  Sicily :  which  cuftom  of  fire 
fignals  is  very  ancient.  It  is  mentioned  by 
Homer,  in  the  eighteenth  book  of  the  Iliad. 

'fl/Aoa;  ot<p§i/AQi(Ti  @ah  ar/itid  %v(r<ravozo~<7av* 
*A(jL$i  os  01  KitpaM  veQo;  ertQs  diet  Ssacav 
Xgutreov,  in  <P  ccurou  dotis  Qloya  vrotftipavoaaav. 

0s1  CTe   HCtTTVOg  LCOV  If  kriO$  <Xl§Ep  IXYITOU 

TSiAoSsv  ex  vug's,  tyiv  3«7di  afA#tftaxovTcit9 


*  Thucyd.  lib.  vi,  p.  408- 


'One 
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'One  TTctVYifiegioi  rvytfu  xgtvovrsu  dgn't 
'Arzog  ek  <r<p£TSfx'  a,ixa  3°  yeXiu  Karaduvri 
TLugaot  T£  <p\tYE$ii<Tiv  i7TYn%i[Aoi)  v-^ocrt  J'  avyyf 
Tiverai  dta-xtTa,  ttb^kt  iov£<t<tiv  Z&aSai, 

Hom.  II.  xviii.  203* 

■   The  hero  rofe ; 

Her  segis,  Pallas  o'er  his  moulders  throws. 
Around  his  brows  a  golden  cloud  (lie  fpread  ; 
A  dream  of  glory  flam'd  above  his  head. 
As  when  from  fome  beleaguer'd  town  arife 
The  fmokes,  high-curling  to  the  (haded  ikies  5 
(Seen  from  fome  ifland  o'er  the  main,  afar, 
When  men  diftreft  hang  out  the  fign  of  war  J 
Soon  as  the  fun  in  ocean  hides  his  rays, 
Thick  on  the  hills  the  flaming  beacons  blaze  ; 
With  long  projected  beams  the  feas  are  bright* 
And  heavn's  high  arch  reflects  the  ruddy  light : 
So  from  Achilles'  head  the  fplendors  rife, 
Reflecting  blaze  on  blaze,  againft  the  fkies.  \ 

Pope,  II.  b.  xviii.  24  r. 

Such  fires  are  likewife  mentioned  by  iEfchy- 
lus  ;  and  Cicero  tells  us  the  Sicilians  had  the 
ancient  cuftom  of  giving  notice,  by  thefe 
tokens,  of  the  approach  of  pirates.  Among  the 
documents  of  the  thirteenth  century,  we  find 
an  order  of  King  Peter,  of  the  houfe  of  Arra- 
gon,  to  kindle  thefe  fires  ;  and,  in  the  year 
1329,  a  fimilar  command  was  ifiued  by  his 
ion  Frederic,  to  the  univerfity  of  Palermo.  In 

,  the 
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the  year  1579,  the  Parliament  of  Sicily  laid 
a  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of  ten  thoufand 
fcudl,  for  the   maintenance  of  fuch  fires; 
which  tax  has  fmce  been  increafed.  Every 
evening,  at  the  time  when  the  Italians  fay  their 
Ave  Maria,  which  is  a  cuftom  among  the  de- 
vout, that  is,  once  in  twenty-four  hours,  about 
half  an  hour  after  fun  fet,  one  of  thefe  fires 
is  kindled  on  a  tower  at  Meffina.    As  foon 
as  it  is  perceived  at  the  next  tower  toward 
the  fouth,  the  fame  token  is  likewife  there 
kindled  ;  and  fo,  from  tower  to  tower,  along 
the  whole  coaft  round  the  ifland,  with  fuch 
expedition  that,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
neighbouring  token  to  the  weftward  is  feen  at 
Palermo.    If,  after  a  fhort  time,  the  fires  are 
extinguifhed,  it  is  a  mark  of  perfect  fafety  : 
but,  if  pirates  are  difcovered,  the  fire  is  fuffered 
to  burn  all  night  at  the  place  from  which  they 
were  feen. 

Trapani  derives  its  ancient  name,  Drepa- 
iiiwi,  from  the  form  of  its  haven  ;  which  re- 
fembles  a  fickle.  The  Greek  word,  £j>e7ravo<% 
fignifies  a  fickle.  It  is  an  ancient  city  ;  which, 
according  to  Virgil,  had  exiftence  as  early  as 
iEneas. 

Diodorus  tells  us  that  Drepanum  was  for- 
tified 
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tified  during  the  firft  Punic  war  by  Hamilcar* 
the  father  of  Hannibal,  who  had  built  the  city 
and  peopled  it  with  inhabitants  from  Eryx  *  : 
but  others  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  only  re- 
peopled  by  him.  Had  it  been  built  no  more 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  in  the  time 
of  Virgil,  he  would  fcarcely  have  attributed  a 
poetical  exiflence  to  it  of  fuch  great  antiquity. 

The  Carthaginians  were  always  defirous  of 
poffeffing  and  preferring  this  place ;  becaufe 
of  the  excellence  of  its  haven.  It  is  a  large 
and  well-built  city,  and  its  flrcets  are  in  a 
right  line.  About  thirty  years  ago,  it  was 
fuppofed  to  contain  feventeen  thoufand  five 
hundred  inhabitants  ;  and  the  number  has 
probably  increafed  to  twenty  thoufand.  It 
is  built  on  a  peninfula ;  and,  during  the  winter, 
is  entirely  furroundcd  by  the  fca.  Excellent 
fea  fait  is  made  here.  The  fun  is  fufficient 
to  bake  and  bleach  it :  it  is  therefore  cheap, 
and  taken  in  great  quantities  by  foreign  na- 
tions, efpecially  the  Englifh;  though  the  tax 
they  pay  for  permiffion  to  export  it  is  equal 
to  half  the  price. 

Facing  the  city,  there  is  a  fortrefs  on  a  rocky 
ifland,  which  is  called  La  Colombara.    It  had 
*  Diod.lib.  xiiio 

a  name 
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a  name  of  the  fame  fignification  in  the  times 
of  the  Greeks :  UeMias  vwos :  the  ifle  of  doves* 

This  morning  we  rode  over  the  hill  San  Gi- 
uliano:  the  famous  mount  Eryx  of  the  an- 
cients. According  to  the  fable,  Eryx,  the  fon 
cf  Venus  and  King  Butes,  lived  here;  and  pof- 
fefled  a  part  of  the  illand,  Hercules,  on  his 
pafTage  through  Sicily,  was  challenged  to  com- 
bat by  Eryx  ;  who  flaked  his  lands  again  ft 
the  cattle  brought  from  Spain  and  the  im- 
mortality of  Hercules.  The  latter  was.  victo- 
rious, and  left  the  lands  to  the  inhabitants  ; 
on  condition  that,  if  any  of  his  defendants 
fhould  require  it,  they  Ihould  be  refigned  to 
them.  Dorieus,  the  Spartan,  one  of  thefe  de- 
fendants, came,  as  fome  fay  in  the  70th, 
others  the  78th  Olympiad,  and  built  Hera- 
clea  :  or  rather  took  pofTeffion  of  Minoa  from 
the  Cretans  (who,  after  the  death  of  Minos, 
built  the  town  of  Minoa )  and  called  it  He* 
raclea.  This  town  rapidly  increafed,  but  was 
deftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians*. 

The  fable  fays,  that  Eryx  built  a  temple  on 
this  mountain,  and  confecrated  it  to  his  mo- 
ther, Venus.  "  Few  temples,"  fays  Diodorus, 
"  were  equally  celebrated.     It  was  founded 

*  Diod.  lib.  iv. 

Vol.  III.  H  h  "by 
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"  by  Eryx,  and  richly  endowed  by  iEneas, 
"  The  Sicani  paid  it  great  honours  :  fo  did  the 
"  Carthaginians,  when  they  governed  a  part 
"  of  the  ifland  ;  and  ft'ill  more  the  Romans, 
M  who  confider  themfelves  as  derived  from 
"  the  Goddefs,  and  to  her  afcribe  their  gran- 
"  deur.  The  confuls,  praetors,  and  other 
"  commanders,  here  paid  public  homage;  and, 
"  in  obedience  to  the  Goddefs,  ftripping  them- 
"  felves  of  the  gloomy  pomp  of  power,  here 
u  recreated  themfelves  with  fports,  and  the  in- 
"  tercourfe  of  women.  The  fenate  decreed 
"  that  the  citizens  of  the  feventeen  moft 
u  faithful  towns  of  Sicily,  in  honour  of  the 
"  Goddefs,  mould  adorn  themfelves  with  gold, 
"  and  maintain  a  guard  of  two  hundred  men 
"  for  her  temple^." 

The  goddefs  wasferved  by  young  women  ; 
who  dedicated  themfelves  to  her,  and  to  the 
fliameful  cuftom  of  proftituting  themfelves  for 
money,  which  they  fhared  with  the  temple. 

People  fay  that  the  women  of  the  little 
town  of  San  Gluliano^  which  is  on  the  eafterri 
fummit  of  the  hill,  are  very  beautiful.  I 
know  they  are  very  fearful.  I  faw  none  but 
old  women  :  but  they  bore  no  marks  of  beauty 
*  Diod.  lib.  iv.  p.  326. 

7  in 
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in  decay.  The  timidity  of  the  young  wo- 
men of  San  Giuiiano  has  been  remarked  by 
other  travellers. 

Prodigious  foundations,  on  which  the  Sa- 
racens eredled  a  caftle,  indubitably  denote  the 
place  where  the  temple  flood  ;  and  are  re- 
mains of  greater  certainty  than  the  fountain, 
which  is  called  the  fpring  of  Venus  :  although 
I  will  not  deny  its  antiquity.  I  rather  believe 
it  to  be  of  thofe  times.  We  fee  fome  pillars 
in  the  wall  of  the  caftle,  placed  horizontally, 
which  the  Saracens  ufed  merely  as  aiding  to 
raife  the  wall ;  but  which  certainly  belonged  to 
the  temple  of  VenUs.  There  is  a  wall,  which 
has  cavities  for  nefting  doves  ;  and  many 
doves  were  kept  at  the  temple  :  but  its  archi- 
tecture appears  to  me  to  denote  a  later  sera* 
Numerous  wild  pigeons  neft  there  at  prefent. 
The  fable  fays  the  doves  of  the  Goddefs  were 
fometimes  accuftomed  all  to  fly  away  ;  and 
that  they  then  followed  her  to  Africa.  This 
fable  is  founded  on  a  truth*  A  kind  of  wild 
pigeons,  like  other  birds  of  paflage,  annually 
fly  in  great  numbers  to  Africa ;  from  whence 
they  in  like  manner  return,  at  a  ftated  time. 

Trapani  is  fupplied  from  this  mountain 
H  h  %  with 


4^3  TRAVELS  OF 

with  water;  which  paffes  through  a  very  long 
and  beautiful  aqueduct,  into  which  three  dif- 
ferent fprings  empty  themfelves.  As  the  coun- 
try people  frequently  injure  the  pipes,  by 
watering  their  fields  and  gardens,  the  towns 
people  keep  cifterns  in  their  houfes,  which 
are  filled  with  the  water  of  the  aqueduct. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  mountain  town 
San  Giullano  have  gardens,  and  fmall  fields, 
on  the  hill  itfelf.  Moft  of  their  tilled  lands  lie 
below  the  town  ;  to  which  the  men,  early 
every  Monday,  go,  and  do  not  return  till 
Saturday  evening.  Some  of  them  take  their 
wives  and  children  ;  but  in  general  they  live 
with  their  families  only  on  Sundays,  and  fes- 
tivals. As  jealoufy  is  common  to  them,  pro- 
bably they  commit  their  wives  to  the  ftricT: 
guard  of  old  matrons  ;  which  may  be  the  rea- 
fon  that  both  wives  and  young  women  are  fo 
timid. 

On  this  coaft,  and  among  thefe  mountains, 
the  Cyclops  of  Homer  lived  ;  who  were  af- 
terward tranfported  to  iEtna,  by  later  mytho- 
logifts. 

—  i^Yi\UV  OfEM  VCUOVft  HOL^WX 

Od.  b.  ix.  113, 

But 
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But  high  on  hills,  on  airy  cliffs,  they  dwell : 
Or  deep  in  caves,  whofe  entrance  leads  to  hell. 

Pope,  v.  129. 

I  faw  a  cavern  in  the  rock  of  the  mountain, 
which  reminded  me  of  this  paffage  of  the 
great  poet. 

The  hill  of  San  Qiuliano  is  likewife  called 
Monte  di  Trapani  ;  and  we  faw  from  its  top 
a  large  trafit  of  Sicily,  though  the  horizon  was 
mifty  :  by  which  iEtna  was  concealed. 

The  three  iflands,  called  the  JEgates^  or 
jEgadesy  lie  adjacent  to  Trapani :  their  pre- 
fent  names  are  Leranzo,  Maritimo^  and  Favig- 
nana :  which  is  likewife  called  Favognana, 
The  two  firft  are  the  higheft  ;  and  probably 
Homer,  comparing  the  laft  with  the  others, 
called  it  low  ;  and  indeed,  fome  few  excepted, 
all  the  iflands  of  this  fea  are  much  higher. 
Favignana  has  a  convenient  port,  and  good 
anchorage.  It  was  uninhabited  in  the  time 
of  Homer  ;  and  only  ferved  as  the  haunts  of 
wild  goats.  It  is  now  peopled,  and  affords 
pafturage  to  cattle.  Its  cheefe  is  much  efteem- 
ed  ;  and  it  produces  corn,  but  not  in  abun- 
dance. The  haven,  which  Homer  mentions, 
is  a  fmall  fafe  bay. 

Favignano  is  fo  very  full  of  fprings  that  the 
Hh  3  horfes 
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horfes  and  afles,  pawing  with  their  hoofs  on 
the  fea  fhore,  will  occafion  the  frefh  water  to 
bubble  out  of  the  fand.  Its  figs  and  wine  are 
good  ;  and  its  pomegranates,  which  have  no 
kernels,  are  famous.  Homer  regrets  that  it 
was  not  cultivated  :  it  being  naturally  fa 
fruitful : 

.  1  <pegoi  h  hbv  u$ia  wavTa— 

Hom.  Od.  ix.  131, 

AH  things  in  feafon  'twquld  produce — 

and  I  have  heard  people  ftill  regret  that  it  is 
not  cultivated  as  it  ought  to  be.  Homer  calls 
it  wocdy  ;  and  it  ftill  has  a  fmall  grove  of  the 
a(h  and  poplar.  We  are  told,  by  a  modern 
Sicilian  author,  that  it  breeds  rabbits,  and 
chamois;  which  laft,  are  the  wild  goats  of 
Homer. 

It  was  here  that  Ulyffes  was  driven  by 
p.ight ;  and,  on  the  next  day,  hunted  the 
wild  goat.  Here  he  left  his  mips  ;  one  ex- 
cepted, in  which  he  failed  to  the  Cyclops, 
and  met  with  his  famous  adventures.  The 
two  rocks  are  feen,  facing  Trapani,  which 
gave  occafion  to  the  fable  of  the  two  enor- 
mous ftones,  hurled  by  the  Cyclops  after  the 
|hip  of  Ulyffes.    The  firft,  falling  beyond  the 

ftiips 
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fhip,  drove  it  back  toward  the  ftiore  :  the 
fecond,  falling  fliort,  impelled  it  toward  the 
little  ifland. 

Great  latitude  mud  be  allowed  to  the  text, 
and  an  ifland  that  does  not  exift  muft  be 
raifed  out  of  the  fea,  and  again  be  fuffered 
to  difappear,  if  we  would  allow  thofe  authors 
to  have  reafon  who  place  the  Cyclops  of  Ho- 
mer on  Mount  iEtna.  Here,  on  the  contrary, 
the  mo  ft  trivial  circumftances  accord  with 
each  other  ;  and  do  honour  to  the  poet,  who, 
as  a  traveller,  at  a  time  when  travelling  was 
attended  with  almoft  infurmountable  diffi- 
culties, had  been  fo  accurate  in  his  obfer- 
vations. 

It  was  one  of  the  rocks  in  this  fea  which 
Virgil  has  defcribed,  as  the  goal  for  the  {hip 
race ;  when,  in  the  fifth  book  of  the  iEneid, 
he'fo  beautifully  pictures  the  games  that  were 
given  in  honour  of  his  dead  father,  Anchifes. 

In  the  time  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Fifth,  there  was  a  fecret  community  at  Tra- 
pani,  which  called  itfelf  La  confraternita  di  Sa?i 
Paolo  :  the  fraternity  of  Saint  Paul.  Thefe 
people,  when  afTembled,  pafTed  fentence  on 
their  fellow  citizens ;  and,  if  any  one  was 
condemned,  the  way  laying  and  putting  hirri 
H  b  4  to 
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to  death  was  allotted  to  one  of  the  members  : 
which  dreadful  office  he  was  obliged  without 
murmuring  to  execute. 

This  fraternity  will  remind  you  of  our 
German  fecret  tribunal,  of  the  middle  ages  ; 
a  court  which  we  now  juftly  hold  in  abhor- 
rence. In  thefe  ages  of  anarchy,  when  in 
truth  the  power  of  our  Emperors  and  Princes 
could  feldom  reftrain  the  exceffes  of  the  great, 
this  horrible  cuftom  might  perhaps  be  necef- 
fary  :  that  open  oppreflion  might  be  coun- 
teracted by  an  opprefiion  of  a  fecret  and  there- 
fore of  a  more  dreadful  kind. 

It  appears  that  our  fecret  tribunal  main- 
tained the  refpect  in  which  it  was  held  chiefly 
by  its  rigid  impartiality.  The  free  fpirit  of 
the  Germans  would  not  have  endured  the 
capricious  exercife  of  fecret  injuftice. 

The  country  round  Trapani  abounds  with 
large  fields  of  the  kali  plant ;  or  foda  ;  which 
is  ufed  for  the  producing  of  the  alkali,  that  is 
fo  necefiary  to  the  glafs  manufactories.  The 
quantity  of  pot  a(h  which  this  plant  annually 
yields  for  exportation,  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  is  eftimated  at  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  cantaru 

Coral  in  great  quantities  is  found  in  the, 

havea 
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fiaven  of  this  town,  and  forms  a  confiderable 
branch  of  trade. 

Small  figures  in  baflb  relievo  are  here  cut 
on  Ihells  :  but  this  ingenious  work  is  much 
more  neatly  performed  at  Rome. 

Trapani  has  a  gymnafium,  but  no  book- 
feller.  A  city  that  contains  twenty  thoufand 
inhabitants  without  a  bookfeller  !  !  A  German, 
from  time  to  time,  fupplies  them  with  books 
from  his  fmall  itinerant  library.  Thofe  who 
do  not  need  or  will  not  wait  for  his  aflfiftance 
muft  write  for  books  to  Palermo. 


LETTER  LXXXIX. 

Girgenti,  17th  June  1792= 

We  rode,  on  the  1 3th,  through  a 
flat  and  open  country,  from  Trapani  to  Maz- 
%ara ;  and  faw  the  ifland  PantaleQney  in  the 
forenoon,  on  our  right.  Unlike  the  reft  of 
the  iflands  of  the  JVIediterranean  that  I  have 
feen,  it  is  low  :  except  indeed  the  two  fmall 
iflands  of  the  Tarantine  bay,  the  fhores  of 
y/hich  are  flat, 

This 
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This  ifland,  and  the  town  it  contained, 

were  called  by  the  ancients  Motya.  The  town 
was  founded  by  the  Phoenicians,  was  inhabited 
in  the  50th  Olympiad  by  the  Greeks,  from 
Culdus  in  Carias  and  was  foon  again  taken,  in 
common,  by  the  Phoenicians  and  Carthagi- 
nians* 

In  early  times,  this  ifland  was  united  to  the 
iaore  by  a  mound  :  but  it  was  afterward  de- 
frayed by  the  inhabitants,  to  cut  off  the  ene- 
my on  the  land  lide. 

Soon  after  we  had  left  the  fmall  ifland  be- 
llied us  on  the  right,  we  arrived  at  the  town 
of  Marfali a  ;  which,  according  to  the  eftimate 
of  the  year  1 775,  contains  from  fifteen  to  fix- 
teen  thoufand  inhabitants. 

Here  flood  Lilybaum  :  AiXvftctiov  :  famous 
for  its  haven  among  the  ancients,  and  not 
unfrequently  noticed  in  hiftory.  Thucydides 
does  not  mention  this  town,  though  it  muft 
have  exifted  in  his  time.  Diodorus,  in  one 
place,  fays  that  it  was  built  by  the  Carthagi- 
nians ;  after  Motya  had  been  deftroyed  by 
Dionylius ;  yet  he  appears  only  to  mean  that 
it  was  peopled  with  new  inhabitants  ;  for  he 
elfewhere  tells  us  that,  in  the  third  year  of 
the  8 1  ft  Olympiad,  452  years  before  Chrift* 

the 
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the  people  of  Lilybaum  were  at  war  with  the 
Ace  fiat  concerning  the  lands  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mazzara  :  which  was  above  fifty  years 
before  the  deftruSion  of  Motya,by  Dionyfius, 

The  people  of  Lilybseum  muft  have  been 
powerful,  when  they  were  at  war  with  the 
Aeeftasi ;  for,  according  to  Diodorus,  many 
on  both  fides  were  flain  in  a  battle  *.  Seve- 
ral ancient  writers  likewife  relate  that  one 
Strabo,  a  fharp-fighted  man,  faw  a  Carthagi- 
nian fleet  from  a  watch  tower  fail  out  of  the 
haven  of  Carthage ;  and  that  he  even  counted 
the  number  of  fhips  :  but  I  confider  this  tale 
as  fabulous.  When  the  fcirocco  blows,  and 
then  only,  the  African  promontory  of  Capo 
luono  may  be  feen  ;  but  this  is  at  leaft  from 
thirteen  to  fourteen  German  miles  nearer 
than  Tunis ;  and  Tunis  occupies  the  place 
where  Carthage  flood.  Befide,  the  globular 
form  of  the  earth  makes  it  impoflfible  to  dis- 
cover a  fhip  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  German 
miles  :  and  Marfalla  is  no  lefs  from  Tunis. 

Before  v  e  arrived  at  Mazzara  in  the  even- 
ing, we  faw  many  fingle  houfes  newly  built. 

During  the  whole  day,  we  met  with  many 
palm  trees  ;  which,  beautiful  as  they  are,  we 
*  Diod.  vol.  i.  p.  469.  1 

always 
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always  here  find  planted  fingly  :  or  two  toge* 
thcr,  at  the  moil. 

The  weft  coaft  of  Sicily  is  not  fo  well  wa- 
tered  as  the  north,  and  it  is  therefore  poor 
in  agrumi :  but  the  figs  are  excellent,  and  in 
abundance.  Yet  they  ill  fupply  the  want  of 
the  heart  refreshing  fweet  orange,  which  cools 
the  blood,  and  of  which  you  cannot  eafily 
eat  too  many.  Thus  it  is  prefcribed,  both  in 
Sicily  and  Italy,  by  the  phyficians,  as  the  beft 
remedy  for  various  difeafes  :  as  likewife  are  ice 
fruits,  and  water  cooled  by  the  fnow. 

Mazzara  may  contain  about  eight  thoufand 
inhabitants.  According  to  Cluverius,  it  be- 
longed to  the  Sdinuntlu 

Juft  before  our  arrival  at  Mazzara,  we 
thought  we  faw  the  fun  go  down  behind  the 
African  promontory,  Capo  buono  :  but  it  was 
the  ifland  Pantcllaria,  formerly  called  Co[[yray 
which  is  fix  German  miles  from  Africa.  The 
Phoenicians  fent  a  colony  hither ;  and  it  af- 
terward belonged  to  the  Carthaginians.  It  is 
very  hilly,  and  abounds  in  woods,  corn 
fields,  wine,  oil,  fruits,  vegetables,  and  cotton. 
The  inhabitants  likewife  breed  many  cattle, 
and  goats. 

This  ifland  is  characterized  by  its  extraor- 
dinary 
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dinafy  caverns.  The  people  make  a  peculiar 
%  kind  of  oil,  from  the  berry  of  the  Icntlfcus  t 
but  the  cotton  is  their  principal  branch  of  + 
trade.  It  is  fix  German  miles  in  circumfe- 
rence :  but  it  is  only  inhabited  on  the  north- 
weft  fide,  becaufe  it  is  fo  much  expofed  to  be 
plundered  by  the  corfairs.  For  this  reafon, 
the  King  maintains  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred 
and  forty  men  in  the  principal  town  ;  which 
is  fortified,  and  provided  with  artillery.  The 
inhabitants  however  do  not  entirely  depend 
on  the  foldiers,  but  on  their  own  circum- 
fpeftion  and  courage  :  for  they  keep  watch  by 
turns  on  ten  towers  that  are  built  on  the 
fhore. 

The  air  of  the  ifiand  is  healthy,  and  its  in- 
habitants are  ftrong.  A  fulphurous  fpring 
fupplies  them  with  beverage :  and  they  em- 
ploy the  rain  water  for  other  purpofes,  kept  in 
cifterns.  They  as  diligently  cultivate  as  they 
boldly  defend  their  little  country.  Even  the 
women  partake  of  thefe  qualities.  Acquainted 
with  female  duties,  exceedingly  induftrious  at 
the  loom,  the  diftaff,and  the  bleaching  ground, 
they  will  frequently  forfake  thefe  occupations, 
and  handle  the  oar,    They  boaft  of  under- 

ftanding 
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ftanding  the  art  of  fifliing,  and  of  managing 
their  veffels,  equal  to  the  men  ;  and  it  is  even 
affirmed,  in  Sicily,  that  they  have  frequently 
been  feen,  on  the  approach  of  the  Africans, 
to  run  to  the  more  with  arms  in  their  hands  *. 

This  warlike  ardour  and  animated  love  of 
their  country,  for  which  the  inhabitants  of 
fmall  iflands  are  remarlgible,  is  cherifhed  by 
the  afpect  of  the  enemy's  coaft,  by  the  re- 
membrance of  the  times  vdpn  they  were  go- 
verned by  the  Saracens,  from  whofe  yoke 
Count  Roger  releafed  them,  and  by  later 
misfortunes.  In  the  year  1553,  Dragut,  Cap- 
tain Pacha  of  the  Porte,  landed  with  a  hun- 
dred galleys,  took  the  fortrefs,  and  made  a 
thoufand  prifoners  f. 

Its  prefent  population  confifts  of  more  than 
four  thoufand  fouls.  The  language  of  the 
people  is  a  mixture  of  the  African  and  the 
Italian  J. 

On  the  14th,  we  faw  the  little  towns  of 
Salfemi  and  Part  anna  on  our  left.  Salfemi  is 
the  ancient  Halicya :  'Ahixvau  Its  Sicilian, 
like  its  Greek,  name  is  derived  from  fait 

*  Amico,  Lex.  Top.  Sic.         f  Fazello. 
X  Amico,  Lex.  Top.  Sic. 

fprings. 
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fp rings.  According  to  the  newly  publifhed 
Arabic  documents  *  from  Palermo,  it  was  called 
Saleiman^  by  a  Saracen  general,  after  his  be- 
loved fon  ;  who  was  wounded  in  battle,  and 
who  died  the  next  day. 

In  CaJlelhetranO)  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion opened  to  us  the  palace  of  the  abfent 
Duke  of  Terranova  (of  the  Pignatelli  family) 
wrhich  contains  a  considerable  collection  of 
old  armour.  The  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  place  is  about  eleven  thoufand. 

In  the  church  of  St.  John,  there  is  a  beau- 
tiful marble  ftatue  of  John  the  Baptift.  The 
countenance,  in  particular,  is  full  of  dignified 
expreffion.  It  was  executed  in  the  year  1522, 
and  is  the  work  of  Gagini ;  an  artift  of  Pa- 
lermo. 

On  the  15th,  the  heat  began  fo  early  in  the 
day  that,  at  fix  o'clock,  we  were  obliged  to  ufe 
our  umbrellas.  Yet  we  heard  the  nightingale, 
near  Caftellvetrano,  in  a  garden  of  agriimi  and 
pomegranate  trees  :  though  in  Germany  it  is 
ufually  filent  in  the  heat.  During  the  fore- 
noon, we  rode  through  an  open  country. 
Great  quantities  of  a  low  fhrub  are  feen, 
through  the  whole  val  de  Mazzara^  which, 
~*  Gefchichtc  der  Araber  in  Sicil.  j.  th.  £  52. 

becaufe 
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becaufe  of  its  refemblance  to  the  palm  branchy 
is  called  the  dwarf  palm.  Its  botanic  name  is 
palma  chamterops ;  and  chamcerops  humilis  :  the 
Sicilians  call  it  giuniarra.  Its  leaves  refemble 
the  flicks  of  an  open  fan.  Before  thefe  leaves 
open  themfelves,  they  adhere  to  each  other  ; 
and  have  the  form  of  a  long  boat,  which  will 
hold  Water:  as  I  have  frequently  proved. 
This  flirub  with  us  is  only  about  the  height 
of  the  fern  :  but  here  I  have  feen  it  of  the 
height  of  man.  It  is  ufed  for  brooms,  and 
fent  to  Italy. 

Some  imagine  that  Virgil,  from  this  plant, 
called  Selinus palmofa  Selinus.  At  prefent,  the 
palm  tree  no  longer  grows  in  that  country  : 
but  is  this  any  proof  that  it  never  grew  there? 
This  argument  would  only  have  wreight  if  the 
palm  tree  were  a  native  of  the  iiland  ;  which 
it  is  not.  Palm  trees  in  Sicily,  as  in  the  king- 
dom of  Naples,  are  reared  by  man.  The  wild 
parfley,  or  opium,  grows  here  in  great  quan-  - 
titics  :  after  the  Greek  name  of  which,  o-eAi- 
ycvy  and  c-eA/ro?,  the  town  of  Sclinunt,  or  more 
properly  Selinceis,  and  as  commonly  abbrevia- 
ted Selinus ,  was  named. 

Here  it  was  that  Timoleon,  by  an  admirable 
prefence  of  mind,  removed  a  difagreeable  im- 

preffioa 
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preffion  made  upon  his  army  ;  which  might 
have  been  dangerous.  When  he  was  about 
to  pitch  his  camp,  the  country  people  came 
with  mules  that  were  loaded  with  parfley  ; 
which  was  intended  to  ferve  the  foldiers  in- 
flead  of  ft  raw  :  but,  as  this  was  the  plant  with 
which  the  Greeks  decorated  their  graves,  they 
confidered  it  as  an  unpropitious  token,  and 
began  to  murmur.  Timoleon  feized  the  par- 
ley, wove  it  into  a  garland  for  his  temples, 
and  congratulated  his  foldiers,  reminding 
them  that  the  victors  at  the  Ifthmian  games 
were  crowned  with  parfley;  and  thus  fo  greatly 
exalted  their  courage  that  they  all  followed 
his  example.  The  recollection  was  the  ftronger 
in  their  minds  becaufe  a  part  of  them  were 
Corinthians,  who  had  frequently  been  fpecta- 
tors  of  thefe  games  in  their  own  country,  and 
part  Syracufians,  who  were  originally  of  Co- 
rinth. The  following  day,  Timoleon  gained 
a  great  victory  over  the  Carthaginians,  ob- 
tained much  booty,  and  erected  a  trophy  *. 

The  remains  of  Selinus  confift  of  the  ruins 
of  three  Greek  temples ;   which,  for  their 
wild,  defolate,  and  confufed,  afpect,  I  never 
*  Plut.Life  of  Tim. 

Vol.  III.  I  i  law 
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law  equalled.  An  earthquake  only  could  have 
fported  thus  with  maffes  fo  cumbrous.  The 
huge  iliafts  of  pillars,  with  their  Doric  cha- 
piters, lie  tumbled  together  :  fome  few  only 
{landing,  and  thofe  not  more  than  half  their 
height.    The  higheft,  at  a  diftance,  looks  like 
a  watch  tower.    It  was  not  without  difficulty 
that  we  could  arrive  at  it,  by  clambering  over 
the  ruins.    We  could  not  come  at  it  below, 
but  were  obliged  to  take  its  meafure  fome  ells 
above  the  ground  ;  ajul  found  its  circumfe- 
rence to  be  twenty-eight  Parifiari  feet :  pieds 
de  Roi.    They  muft  have  been  at  lead  a  foot 
larger  below  in  circumference  :  for  thefe  pil- 
lars, according  to  the  old  Doric  manner,  arc 
very  much  tapered.    It  Hands  in  the  foremoft 
temple,  in  which  all  the  pillars  are  polifhed, 
and  that  probably  was  dedicated  to  Zeus : 
who  was  held  in  great  honour,  by  the  Sell- 
nuntiu    The  pillars  of  the  two  other  temples 
are  fluted  :  that  with  the  polifhed  pillars  is 
the  largeft.    From  thefe  polifhed  pillars,  and 
from  the  flones  which  I  faw  that  were  only 
half  wrought,  I  conjecture  that  this  great 
temple  was  building  at  the  time  of  its  deftruc- 
tion,    This  is  the  more  probable  becaufe  I  am 

told 
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told  that,  in  the  neighbouring  latomia,  or  fione 
quarries,  ftill  feveral  unfinished  ihaits  of  pil- 
lars are  found. 

Sellnus  was  founded  a  century  after  the 
building  of  the  Hyblaan  Mcgara,  by  citizens 
from  this  place  ;  which  lay  between  Leontiiim 
and  Syracufe.  This  happened  in  the  firlt  year 
of  the  38th  Olympiad,  627  years  before  Chrift, 
under  a  leader  called  Pamilus** 

In  the  firlt  year  of  the  91ft  Olympiad,  414 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  the  Acejlai^ 
who  were  at  war  with  the  SelinuntU^  feat  to 
Athens  for  aid  :  to  which  iikewife  the  people 
of  Leontium,  having  been  driven  from  that 
city  by  the  Syracufians,  fent-  the  celebrated 
Gorgias. 

The  Athenians,  who  only  fought  an  oppor- 
tunity to  fubjecT:  all  Sicily,  complied  with  their 
requeit  f . 

You  know  how  unfortunate  this  war  was 
to  Athens.  The  Aceftai  were  obliged  to  yield 
the  contefted  lands  to  the  Seltnuntil ;  but,  as 
the  latter  were  ftill  unfatisfied,  the  Aceft<zi  fent 
to  Carthage,  offering  their  city  to  the  Cartha- 
ginians. After  various  embaffies,  in  the  4th 
year  of  the  92d  Olympiad,  407  years  before 
*Thirc.  lib.  vi.  p.  380.       f  Diod,  lib.  xii.  v.  i.  p.  537.  • 

I i  t  the 
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the  birth  of  Chxift,  the  Carthaginians  feiit 
Hannibal,  the  grandfoii  of  Hamilcar,  who  fell 
before  Himera,  with  a  powerful  army  againft 
Selinus. 

It  had  been  long  fince  the  Selinuntii  had 
fuftained  a  fiege.  During  the  former  war, 
which  the  Carthaginians  waged  againft  Gelo, 
about  feventy  years  before,  the  Selinuntii 
were  the  only  Greeks  in  the  ifland  who  had 
been  their  allies,  and  little  expected  fuch  a  re- 
turn. Each  age  and  fex  took  a  part  in  the 
defence  of  their  city,  and  their  freedom  ;  and 
Hannibal  encouraged  his  troops  by  the  pro- 
mife  of  plunder.  Battering  rams  were  placed 
againft  the  walls,  and  the  moft  valorous  vied 
with  each  other  in  the  attack,  while  the  trum- 
pets and  mouts  of  war  of  the  befieging  army 
refounded  at  the  onlet.  A  part  of  the  walls  fell 
before  the  battering  engines,  the  Campaniari 
foldiers  prefled  forward  and  were  driven  back 
by  the  Selinuntii,  and  the  battle  eeafed  as  night 
approached. 

In  the  morning,  Hannibal  renewed  the  bat- 
tle ;  which  raged  for  nine  days,  the  women 
hurling  tiles  from  the  roofs  on  the  foe.  At 
length,  the  Selinuntii  were  driven  from  their 
narrow  ftreets,  and  collected-  in  the  public 
6  place 
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■place  ;  where,  while  they  ftill  continued  to 
light,  they  were  all  put  to  the  fword. 

The  Carthaginians  plundered  and  fet  fire 
to  the  city  ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  burned  in  their  houfes,  the  reft  were 
murdered  without  regard  to  age  or  fex,  and 
the  dead  were  mutilated,  and  their  heads  borne 
on  pikes. 

The  women,  who  with  their  children  had 
fled  to  the  temples,  were  commanded  to  be 
fpared  :  not  in  compaffion,  but  from  the  fear 
that  they  would  confume  themfelves  and  the 
temples  by  fire,  and  thus  deprive  the  vidlors 
of  their  expedted  fpoil.  At  the  approach  of 
night,  the  city  was  plundered,  a  part  of  the 
Jioufes  were  burned,  others  were  pulled  down*, 

*  Some  may  be  furprifed  that  the  ancients,  whofe 
cities  were  fo  frequently  taken  and  burned,  did  not,  like 
the  prefent  Italians  and  Sicilians,  build  their  houfes  of 
itone.  But  why  fhould  they,  in  thefe  unfortunate  times, 
build  houfes  which  fhould  remain  when  the  citizens 
iliould  be  flaughtered,  and  their  wives  and  children  fold 
as  Haves  ?  As  to  the  burning  of  the  temples,  it  can  only  be 
underftood  that  the  treafure,  furniture,  and  inward  parts, 
could  be  burned.  That  the  temples  themfelves  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  flames,  a  glance  at  the  prodi- 
gious ruins  will  render  fiifHciently  apparent.  They  could 
only  be  deftroyed  by  a  fucceflion  of  ages,  and  earthquakes. 

I i  3  and 
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and  blood  and  death  filled  the  ftreets.  Six- 
teen thoufand  of  the  flain  were  found,  above 
five  thoufand  prifoners  were  taken,  and  during 
the  night  the  Carthaginians  exercifed  the  mofl 
fiend-like  cruelty,  and  luft.  Two  thoufand 
fix  hundred  of  the  Selinuntii  efcaped,  and 
fled  to  Agrigentum,  where  they  were  main- 
tained at  the  public  expence  ;  and  the  citizens, 
who  wrere  fnfficiently  difpoled  to  befriend 
them,  were  exhorted  to  afford  them  every  aid; 

At  this  time,  three  thoufand  chofen  Syra- 
cufians,  who  had  been  fent  to  affift  the  Seli- 
nun:ii,  arrived  at  Agrigentum  :  who,  when 
they  heard  what  had  befallen  Selinus,  fent 
envoys  to  Hannibal,  requefting  him  to  fuffer 
the  prifoners  to  be  ranfomed,  and  to  fpare  the 
temples.  He  replied,  "  the  Selinuntii  had 
<c  not  been  able  to  endure  freedom,  and  muft 
"  now  try  flavery  :  their  angry  Gods  had  for* 
"  faken  them."  But,  when  the  fugitives  fent 
Empedion  to  him,  who  had  always  oppofed 
the  war  with  Carthage,  Hannibal  fet  the  re- 
lations of  this  man  who  were  prifoners  at  li- 
berty; and  permitted  the  Selinuntii  to  rebuild 
the  houfes  of  their  town  and  country,  on  pay* 
Itig  tribute  to  Carthage, 

Selinus 
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SeRnus  had  been  built  two  hundred  and 
forty  years  when  it  was  taken  by  Hannibal*. 

In  the  fame  year,  being  the  4th  of  the  qid 
Olympiad  and  407  years  before  Chrift,  Hei- 
mocrates,  the  great  leader  of  Syracufe,  took 
poffeflion  of  this  defolated  city,  and  collected 
fuch  of  the  fcattered  citizens  as  had  efcaped 
from  the  Carthaginians. 

Eleven  years  afterward,  Selinus  again  be- 
came fo  powerful  that,  on  the  invitation  of 
Dionyfius,  it  took  part  in  the  war  againft  the 
people  of  Carthage. 

The  city  after  this  continued  a  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ;  when  it  was  once  more  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  Carthaginians,  and  the  peo- 
ple tranfported  to  Lilybaum. 

We  now  find  no  more  mention  of  it,  till, 
in  the  ninth  century  of  the  chriftian  sera,  a  Sa- 
racen General  landed  here,  found  a  little 
town,  deftroyed  it,  and  informed  the  Caliph, 
thaf,  in  order  to  fpread  the  terror  of  his  arms, 
he  had  put  the  citizens  to  the  fword,  and  had 
called  the  place  Beld  el  Bragbit,  or  the  Town 
of  Fleas,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  were  taken 
like  fleas  f .    The  place  where  it  flood,  con- 

*  Diod.  vol.  i.  1.  13.  p.  583. 

f  Gefchichte  Jer  Arab.  i.  th.  f.  8. 
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tlnues  to  be  defolate  ;  while  its  grand  remains 
denote  its  ancient  magnificence,  and  its  name, 
Terra  at  git  Pula^  or  Land  of  Fleas,  is  a  me- 
mento of  the  Muffuimari  a  cruelty. 

The  furrounding  country  is  very  fertile. 
After  we  had  furveyed  the  ruins,  among 
which  we  found  the  wild  fig  growing,  we 
rode  along  a  fmall  foot-path  aniGng  the  tall 
lerififttiSy  that  rofe  above  the  cork  tree ;  from 
the  tops  of  which  we  heard  the  chirping  of 
innumerable  grafshoppers,  of  the  fpecies  that 
the  Greeks  called  Uttix%  and  the  Romans 
cicada.  Their  Italian  name  is  cicala.  This 
grafshopper  is  much  fmaller  than  ours,  looks 
as  the  ancients  fay  as  if  it  lived  upon  dew, 
and  leaps  and  flies  with  equal  velocity.  The 
Greeks  delighted  in  them,  for  their  agility.  I 
cannot  withftand  the  pleafure  of  citing  the  ode 
of  Anacreon  to  a  grafshopper. 

J$c:(riX£v$  ottvs  ati$Eit; 
Xcc  ya%  $ft  xsivcc  7ravT%y 
X'  oTrocra  @te7TEi$  sv  ay% oi$, 

2,u  h  <piKio;  yzvgyuvy 

Xu  ez  n/uos  $(>(nQi<Ti) 
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<fri\eeu(ri  y^iv  as  Mowou, 
&  <I>ojj6o$  auro$9 

To  tie  yr^ots  ov  <rs  TEigsty 
Xo^e,  ynyEVYis,  $iXv/Avey 
AnaS*;,  avaifAoaagKE ' 

Happy  infect,  what  can  be, 

In  happinefs,  compar'd  to  thee  ? 

Fed  with  nourishment  divine, 

The  dewy  morning's  gentle  wine  ! 

Nature  waits  upon  thee  ftill, 

And  thy  verdant  cup  does  fill, 

'Tis  fill'd,  wherever  thou  doft  tread, 

Nature's  felf 's  thy  Ganymed. 

Thou  doft  drink,  and  dance,  and  fing  ; 

Happier,  than  the  happieft  king  ! 

All  the  fields,  which  thou  doft  fee, 

All  the  plants  belong  to  thee, 

All  that  fummer  hours  produce, 

Fertile  made  with  early  juice. 

Man  for  thee  does  fow  and  plow  : 

Farmer  he,  and  landlord  thou  1 

Thou  doft  innocently  joy, 

Nor  does  thy  luxury  deftroy  ; 

The  (hepherd  gladly  heareth  thee, 

More  harmonious  than  he. 

Thee  country  hinds  with  gladnefs  hear, 

Prophet  of  die  ripen'd  year! 

Thee  Phoebus  loves,  and  does  infpire ; 

Phoebus  is  himfelf  thy  fire. 
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To  thee,  of  all  things  upon  earth, 

Life  is  no  longer  than  thy  mirth. 

Happy  infect,  happy  thou 

Doit  neither  age  nor  winter  know. 

But  when  thou'ft  drunk,  and  danced,  and  fung 

Thy  fill,  the  flowery  leaves  among, 

(Voluptuous,  and  wife,  with  all, 

Epicurean  animal !) 

Sated  with  thy  fummer  feaft, 

Thou  retir'ft  to  endlefs  relt. 

Cowley. 

They  are  ufually  of  a  grafs  green :  though 
I  have  feen  one  of  a  yellow  tint,  with  pur- 
ple wings.  Their  note,  though  it  has  been 
fo  particularly  celebrated  by  the  ancients, 
mud  not  be  fuppofed  harmonious.  It  is  a 
fhrill,  noify,  unvaried  chirp,  not  much  pre- 
ferable to  the  chirping  of  our  grafshopper. 

We  faw  fine  corn  fields  on  the  right ;  the 
corn  {landing  piled  up,  and  the  ftubble  de- 
noting the  excellence  of  its  growth.  Below, 
we  law  the  river  Belief  meandering  through 
thefe  fields  between  its  high  banks  ;  its  courfe 
denoted  by  trees,  and  fhrubs.  This  river  is 
the  Hypfa  of  the  ancients.  I  did  not  per- 
ceive, between  this  and  Selinus,  the  now 
nearly  dried  up  marfh  of  Jalici;  which  the 
ancients  called  Gomifa.     Its  unhealthy  air 

was 
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was  once  very  dangerous  to  pregnant  women. 
It  was  purified  by  the  paffage  of  two  rivers  ; 
which  were  turned  through  it  by  Empedoclesy 
the  famous  naturalift  of  Agrigentum. 

Near  a  houfe  which,  from  the  bridge,  is 
called  Ponte  Belief  we  rafted  at  a  place  be- 
fide  the  banks  of  this  beautiful  river,  the  re- 
collection of  which  will  ever  be  dear  to  me. 
Overcome  by  the  great  heat  of  the  day,  we 
reclined  under  fpreading  elms  on  the  high 
banks  of  the  cooling  ftream,  furrounded  by 
the  wild  vine,  and  the  tamariik*. 

A  fcanty  but  cheerful  meal  gave  us  n.ew 
ftrength;  aided  by  the  well  tailed  wine  of 
Caftellvetrano,  which  is  among  the  heft  wines 
of  the  iiland.  I  refrefhed  myfelf  by  battling 
in  the  river,  before  I  ate,  where  it  rufhes  be- 
tween polifhed  rocks,  and  where  a  fallen  tree 
feemed  as  if  torn  up  by  the  roots  to  p  rot  eft 
me  from  the  peril  of  the  torrent.  We  flept  on 
the  bare  ground,  rofefrom  the  banks,  revived, 
in  the  afternoon,  and  once  more  mounted  our 
mules.  Thefe  animals  are  much  better  than 
the  bad  horfes,  that  we  met  with  in  Italy :  fo 
that,  though  we  have  travelled  as  far,  we 

*  Tftmarifcus  Galtica:  of  which  Theocritus  and  Virgil 
fung,  calling  it  Myrica  :  Mv^m* 

have 
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have  always  enjoyed  fome  hours  of  refreming 
fleep  after  our  meals,  during  the  heat  of  the 
day. 

Our  vetturinO)  who  is  a  campierc,  that  is, 
one  of  the  provincial  guards,  who  are  obliged 
on  command  to  preferve  the  fafety  of  the 
roads, or  to  fend  fubftitutes,  each  wearing  a  uni- 
form, and  to  efcort  travellers  wTith  arms  attach-* 
ed  to  the  faddle,  this  vetturino  is  a  good  and 
an  agreeable  man  ;  who,  in  defiance  of  the 
heat,  fings  like  a  grafshopper,  and  often  af- 
fords us  pleafure  by  the  ardour  of  and  the 
incidents  contained  in  his  national  fongs.  Our 
young  drivers  likewife  are  good  lads :  they 
delight  in  making  us  acquainted  with  the  pro* 
ductions  of  their  country,  and  alk  us  many 
queftions  concerning  the  kind  of  corn,  trees, 
and  fruits,  that  are  to  be  found  in  Germany. 

W e  arrived  at  Sclacca  in  the  evening ;  a 
well  built  town,  fituated  on  a  hill  by  the  fea 
fide.  It  is  one  of  the  towns  that  contain 
caricatort,  or  large  granaries,  in  which  the  Bch 
wni  keep  their  corn  for  fale.  The  time  of 
exportation  however  is  regulated  by  govern- 
ment. The  opprelfed  proprietors  dare  not 
fell  their  fuperfluity  to  the  foreign  merchant. 
This  ordinance  no  doubt  is  hTued  partly  that 

the 
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the  government  may  know  how  much  corn 
has  been  fold,  and  grant  permiffion  or  publifh 
prohibitory  orders  accordingly,  and  partly 
that  no  deception  may  be  practifed  to  efcape 
taxation :  but,  in  any  cafe,  it  is  abfolute  bar- 
barifm  to  fetter  this  trade,  in  a  country  which 
formerly,  when  it  fed  many  more  inhabitants 
than  it  does  at  prefent,  was  called  the  granary 
of  Rome. 

This  place  was  anciently  called  Therms: 
the  hot  baths :  Qeof/ML :  likewife,  Oeopct :  e,  L 
Qegfs.ct  JJWa:  becaufe  of  the  vapour  baths  of 
the  mountain,  that  is  at  the  back  of  the  town. 
The  ancients  afcribed  thefe  vapour  baths  to 
Dsedalus.  The  moderns  think  themfelves  in- 
debted for  them  to  San  Calogero.  However 
groundlefs  the  firft  opinion  may  be,  it  will  at 
leaft  prove  the  falfehood  of  the  fecond.  The 
conjecture  of  my  friend  Miinter  is  rational, 
and  probable.  It  is  that  this  San  Calogcro,  of 
whom  nothing  determinate  is  known,  can  be 
no  other  than  the  ancient  Dasdalus  ;  who  pro- 
bably, becaufe  of  his  fervices  to  his  country, 
centuries  after  his  death,  was  called  by  the 
Greeks  Calos  Geron^  the  handfome,  or  the  dig- 
nified, old  man. 

Sciacca  was  called  by  the  Romans  Therma 

Seli- 
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Selinutitia.  It  contains  many  ingenious  pot- 
ters, who  give  their  vafes  beautiful  forms. 
I  mention  this  circumftance  becaufe  Agatho- 
cles,  the  tyrant  of  Syracufe  and  of  Sicily,  was 
a  potter's  fon,  and  born  at  Sciacca. 

Yefterday  on  the  16th,  we  rode  all  the 
morning  through  an  open  and  in  general  an 
uncultivated  country;  which  produces  no- 
thing, except  the  wild  parlley,  the  giumarra, 
for  fo  the  Sicilians  call  the  dwarf  palm,  many 
kinds  of  thirties,  fome  of  which  I  have  never 
feen  but  in  this  ifland,  and  plants  of  the  wrolf 
thiftle,  that  grow  nearly  to  the  height  of  a 
man.  The  flourifhing  growth  of  this  plant 
denotes  the  fcantinefs  of  population  ;  and  the 
fertility  of  the  foil,  which  was  farther  proved 
by  the  ftubble  of  fome  corn  fields,  the  grain 
of  which  muft  have  been  excellent. 

The  blooming  oleander  here  and  there  de- 
noted the  courfe  of  the  river,  meandering 
through  the  plain,  and  refrefhed  the  eye  in 
this  naked  region. 

The  heat  was  great,  and  particularly  felt  as 
often  as  we  were  at  fome  diftance  from  the 
fea  :  yet  now  and  then  we  met  with  a  cooling 
breeze,  and  we  recreated  ourfelves  at  two  clear 
fprings. 

We 
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We  rode  through  the  river  Platan!,  the 
Halycus  of  the  ancients ;  which  was  the 
boundary  of  the  Carthaginian  domains. 

We  halted  at  noon  in  Monte  Allegro;  a 
village  built  on  a  rocky  hill,  furrounded  by 
naked  heights,  and  which  probably  owes  its 
name*  to  a  fertile  and  well  watered  valley. 
The  uppermoft  houfes  are  now  empty,  and 
going  to  ruin;  becaufe  the  inhabitants,  for- 
faking  thefe  fteep  heights,  have  built  on  the 
declivity  of  the  hill.  The  ancient  Sicani,  ac- 
cording to  Diodorus,  fought  fafety  by  build- 
ing villages  on  the  hills ;  and,  not  more  than 
two  hundred  years  ago,  the  modern  Sicilians 
endeavoured  to  protect  themfelves  againft  the 
marauding  pirates,  by  the  fame  means* 

In  the  cool  of  the  evening,  we  rode  to 
Siculiana ;  which  Cluverius  believes  to  be  the 
place  of  the  ancient  Camicus  ;  but  Fazello  and 
Amico  place  Camicus  on  the  hill  where  the 
prefent  Girgcnti  ftands  ;  and  the  teftimony  of 
the  ancients  better  accords  with  their  opinion 
than  with  that  of  Cluverius.  The  town  be- 
longs to  the  rich  family  of  the  Princes  Catto» 
Ilea:  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  efti- 
mated  at  four  thoufand  four  hundred. 

*  Monte  Allegro j^eans  merry  or  cheerful  hill*  T. 

j.  This 
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This  morning,  we  paffed  through  a  culti- 
vated country,  among  vineyards,  com  fields* 
and  olive  plantations,  till  wt  came  to  G7r- 
genti :  the  ancient  Agrigentum. 

The  haven  lies  four  Italian  miles  from  the 
city,  and  contains  the  largeft  granaries  of  Si- 
cily. Granaries  were  built  on  the  fhores  of 
the  ifland  as  early  as  the  times  of  the  Sara- 
cens. Some  people  affirm  that  the  regulations 
they  iffued  were  much  more  advantageous,  to 
the  corn  trade,  than  the  prefent :  the  incon- 
veniences  of  which  they  avoided. 

Near  the  haven  of  Girgentij  the  corn  is 
kept  in  fubterranean  magazines,  cut  in  the 
rock,  of  an  aftonifhing  fize.  This  is  an  ex- 
cellent manner  of  preferring  the  corn  frefh* 
for  many  years,  in  this  hot  country.  Among 
us,  fuch  a  cuftom  would  be  prejudicial  :  for 
our  rocks  are  humid ;  efpecially  when  under 
ground. 

The  road  is  carried  along  the  haven,  be- 
tween  the  fea  and  a  high  fhore  ;  the  rocks  of 
which  are  dazzlingly  white. 

Girgenti  is  built  on  a  hill,  with  its  foun- 
dation on  the  rock.  The  river  Dragi^  the 
ancient  Acragas,  after  which  the  town  was 
named,  flows  in  the  valley  beneath. 

LET- 
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Girgenti,  20th  June  1792* 

It  is  a  real  pleafure,  for  an  obfervet 
of  human  occurrences,  to  caft  a  backward 
glance  from  the  place  where  we  now  Hand  on 
the  ages  that  are  flown.  If  the  change  of 
obje£ts  afford  him  delight,  he  yet  gladly  re- 
pofes  ;  and  flops  to  examine  the  blue  diftances 
which,  at  the  firft  view,  appear  to  be  clouds : 
but  which  a  more  fixed  attention  foon  be- 
gins to  embody.  There  where  he  only  per- 
ceived azure  mifts  he  begins  to  diftinguifh  the 
works  of  nature,  and  of  man ;  till  greater 
diftances  become  vifible,  and  others  lefs  per- 
ceptible are  loft  in  the  foft  ftiadings  of  the 
horizon. 

All  enquiry  is  at  once  cut  fhort,  if  we  en- 
tirely rejed  thofe  diftant  times  that,  if  they 
have  any  connection  with  our  own,  it  is  by  an 
almoft  imperceptible  thread  :  but,  if  we  limit 
thofe  enquiries  by  the  monuments  that  re- 
main, we  are  in  no  danger  of  being  deceived. 

Vol.  III.  Kk  Some 
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Some  people  exclaim — "  Let  us  leave  pedants, 
"  that  are  loft  in  the  duft  and  night  of  diftant 
"  ages,  and  that  vainly  endeavour  to  ftrike 
"  light  out  of  darknefs.  Let  the  fanciful  poet 
"  revel  in  the  imaginary  adventures  of  fable: 
u  we  wifh  for  hiftorical  truth ;  clear,  indubi- 
"  table,  truth." 

Let  every  man  go  his  own  road.  Be  each 
his  own  painter.  In  the  extenfive  and  dark 
Iliad ed  regions  of  human  knowledge,  the 
forefl  of  hiftory  finds  its  place  ;  w here  innu- 
merable trees  of  a  fimilar  kind  are  mingled, 
and  confounded  ;  and  where,  fomewhat  apart, 
the  grove  of  poetry  fpreads  its  branches:  yet, 
fo  connected  are  this  forefl:  and  this  grove,  that 
he,  who  would  raife  a  wall  of  feparation, 
would  find  he  had  undertaken  an  impoflible 
talk.  And,  were  it  accomplished,  many  with 
me  would  wifh  to  overleap  his  boundary,  and 
fnatch  the  golden  fruit,  and  liften  to  the 
fweet-noted  nightingale.  We  will  even  fup- 
pofe  Pallas  herfelf,  in  the  form  of  Mentor,  to 
be  the  guide  of  thefe  fages,  and  defcribing  the 
boundary  line  :  Where  fhall  it  be  ?  Where  will 
they  mark  out  the  place  over  which  not  one 
{tray  feed  of  fable  has  been  blown ;  or  on 

which 
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which  no  bird  of  paflfage,  quitting  the  poet's 
grove,  has  dropped  a  kernel  ?  • 

While  we  hold  certain  hiftory  to  be  wor- 
thy our  attention,  if  the  progrefs  of  mind  be 
interefting  to  us,  let  us  not  think  thofe  ob- 
jects which  the  vale  of  fable  fhadows  beneath 
our  riotice.  As  a  man,  if  he  be  not  ftill  a 
child,  may  eafily  comprehend  the  fables  of 
iEfop  without  reading  the  morals  at  the  end, 
fo  may  he  defcry  the  origin  of  nations  under 
the  veil  of  fidtion,  or  difcover  one  event  that 
fhall  throw  light  on  a  feries  of  fucceeding 
events  ;  and  thus  put  the  cynical  and  cenfo- 
rious  caviller  to  the  blufh,  who  reproaches 
the  candid  enquirer  of  wifhing  to  obtain 
light  from  darknefs. 

Poets  make  Minos  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
dead  :  but  did  not  nations,  whofe  monuments 
of  various  kinds  prove  their  exiftence,  derive 
their  laws  from  the  laws  he  gave  his  iflanders  ? 

When  the  poet  fings  the  expedition  of  the 
Argonauts,  fnall  we  believe  the  whole  to  be 
falfe  becaufe  he  likewife  tells  us  of  the  dra- 
gon, and  the  incantations  of  Medea  ?  Shall 
we  deny  the  war  of  the  feven  heroes  againft 
Thebes,  or  the  liege  of  Troy,  becaufe  we 
Kk  2  neither 
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neither  believe  in  the  enigma  of  the  Sphlnx> 
nor  that  Neptune  built  the  walls  of  Illon  for 
Laomcdon  ? 

Thefe  eras,  exifting  as  they  do  in  the  fongs 
of  the  poets,  even  thefe,  are  among  the  mod 
interefling  to  the  hiftorical  enquirer.  The 
night  of  fable,  rich  in  fanciful  forms,  drives 
her  airy  chariot  over  his  brow.  Vifions  float 
around  him  ;  but  they  are  the  vifions  of  the 
morning,  when  day  is  beginning  to  break. 
Who  does  not  feel  difguft  at  the  amours  of 
Pafpbae^  and  at  the  fabulous  fruit  of  this 
amour,  the  double  formed  monfter,  the  Mino- 
taur, that  lived  in  the  labyrinth?  But  the 
labyrinth  itfelf  exifted.  So  did  a  Dsedalus, 
by  whom  it  wTas  built.  He  built  the  labyrinth 
of  Cnoffus,  after  an  ancient  Egyptian  model ; 
the  prodigious  ruins  of  which  we  ftill  behold 
with  aftonifhment. 

The  ftory  tells  us  that  Minos  was  enraged 
againft  this  Dsedalus,  becaufe  by  him  the  fe- 
cret  amour  of  his  Queen  Pafiphae  had  been 
favoured.  The  artift  flew,  though  not  as  the 
fable  fays  on  waxen  wings,  but  probably  by 
the  aid  of  a  fhip  of  his  own  invention,  over  to 
Sicily;  where  he  was  received  by  Cocolus,  or 

CocaluSj 
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.Cocalus,  the  King  of  the  Sicani.  Here  he  built 
the  ftrongeft  city  of  his  age,  on  the  hill  €a~ 
miens.  This  city,  which  was  called  Camicus^ 
occupied  the  place  on  which  afterward  the 
ftrongeft  part  of  Agrigefitum  flood. 

Of  this  we  are  informed  by  Herodotus  *, 
and  Diodorus ;  who  both  farther  relate  that 
Minos  purfued  Dsedalus,  and  required  him  to 
be  delivered  up  by  Cocolus :  but  that  Minos 
had  been  murdered  by  the  treachery  of  Co- 
colus. 

The  Sicani  burned  the  mips  of  the  Cretans, 
which  had  accompanied  Minos ;  and  the  Cre- 
tans feparated:  fome  of  whom  built  Mlnoay- 
and  others,  after  wandering  round  the  fhore 
built  Engyum,  on  a  ftrcng  place  befide  a  foun- 
tain f . 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Minos,  Herodotus, 
who  appears  in  general  to  have  confidered  the 
ftory  of  the  death  of  Minos  as  a  report,  fays 

*  Herod,  lib.  vii. 

Kara  h  tyiv  vvv  1  An^ayavrmw  iv      Kai/jujtu  xa\8{A2vriv,  sroXiy 

E7Tt  7T£TgOC$   k(TaV  TTOUTUV  OXVfjUTOlTW  KOtTEHKEVlXHEy    nat  7raVT£^X'g 

in,   fiiccs  avctXcoTov.      "Ztww  xxi   <JKQ%ia.V  TT]V   ccvxfioKTiv  aumg 

£uA0T£%V>1<7af,    £7T01Y)(T£  $UV(XCr§ai    $1<X    TflttV  h  TETTCtgUV  aV§ga7TCCV 

(puhizTTEcrSou.    Diod.  b.  iv.  vol.  i.  p.  321.  ed.  WelT. 
I  Diod.  1.  iv.  v.  i.  p.  322. 

K  k  3  the 
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the  Cretati3  failed  to  Sicily,  to  revenge  the 
death  of  that  King,  where  they  five  years  in 
vain  befieged  Camicus ;  and  on  their  return 
were  overtaken  by  a  ftorm,  fhipwrecked  at 
<3aPyg'ia->  and  their  veflels  deftroyed,  and  that 
they  there  built  the  town  of  Hyrla  :  the  pre- 
fent  Oria  * 

The  defcription  that  Polybius  gives,  of  the 
fortrefs  of  Agrigentum^  agrees  exceedingly 
well  with  that  given  by  Diodorus,  of  the 
town  faid  to  be  built  by  Daedalus  for  Co- 
colus  f . 

Paufanias  calls  the  Sicanian  town  Omphacc  ; 
and  fays  that  it  was  deftroyed  by  AnttpbemuSy 
who  led  a  Greek  colony  to  Gela  and  brought 
a  ftatue  thither,  which  was  the  work  of  Dsedar 
lus.  This  Antiphemus  from  the  ifland  of 
Rhodes,  and  Entymus  from  the  ifland  of 
Crete,  joining  their  communities,  eftablifhed 
a  colony  at  Gela,  in  the  iirft  year  of  the  234 
Olympiad,  686  years  before  Chrift,  and  gave 
the  town  the  Doric  laws  :  no  doubt  the  laws  of 
Minos  %. 

About  a  hundred  and  eight  years  afterward^ 
in  the  firft  year  of  the  50th  Olympiad,  578 

f.  See  Letter  lxxxi.  f  Pol.  lib.  ix.  21. 

1  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  380, 
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years  before  Chrift,  the  citizens  of  Gela  peo- 
pled Agrigentum,  which  they  named  after  the 
river  Acragas.  Their  leaders  were  Arijlonoiis^ 
and  Pyjlilus  ;  who  gave  the  town  the  laws  of 
Gela* 

The  Romans  afterward  called  this  city 
Agrigentum,  which  name  has  nearly  made  the 
ancient  Greek  name  forgotten.  Agrigentum 
was  ten  miles  in  circumference ;  and  it  was 
indebted  for  its  rapid  increafe  to  the  fertility 
of  its  foil,  the  excellence  of  its  fituation,  and 
the  wifdom  of  its  laws.  Yet  from  this  very 
profperity  excefs,  voluptuoufnefs,  and  re- 
peated flavery  arofe.  Thofe,  who  read  in 
hiftory,  and  have  not  remarked  the  circle  of 
events  arifing  from  the  laws  of  human  na- 
ture f ,  muft  have  read  without  remarking. 

Some  generations  after  the  founding  of 
Agrigentum,  it  was  reduced  under  the  yoke 
of  defpotifm  by  the  gloomy  and  cruel  tyrant 
Phalaris.  Who  has  not  heard  of  his  bull  of 
brafs  ;  in  which  the  monfter  put  the  unfor- 
tunate, and  delighted  himfelf  with  their  dy- 
ing cries,  fhrieks,  and  groans  :  which,  modu- 

*  Thuc.  lib.  iv.  p.  380. 

t  If  the  author  had  faid  the  laws  of  ignorance^  I  think 
Jig  would  have  been  nearer  to  the  truth.  T. 
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lated  by  the  hollow  brafs,  founded  like  the 
roaring  of  a  bull  ? 

Wieland's  defcription  of  a  juft  man  con- 
cludes with  the  following  words  : 

Der  eh  in  Phalaris  durchgluthem  Jlier  verdurhe 
£b  er  in  Phrynens  arm  em  diadem  erwurbe. 

He'd  rather  in  Phakrls'  bull  expire 

Than  in  the  arms  of  Phryne  crowns  acquire. 

When  Agrigentum  had  attained  the  fummit 
of  its  greatnefs,  it  contained,  according  to 
Diodorus,  twenty  thoufand  citizens ;  and, 
including  thofe  who  wrere  not  citizens,  two 
hundred  thoufand  fouls*.  In  this  eftimate 
the  flaves  no  doubt  were  not  included.  Dioge- 
nes Laertius  gives  eight  hundred  thoufand,  as 
the  number  of  fouls  in  Agrigentum  ~j\  Nor 
will  this  number  appear  extravagant,  if  we 
compare  it  with  that  which  another  writer 
gives  of  the  population  of  Athens ;  where, 
in  the  time  of  Demetrius  Phalereus,  there 
were  twenty-one  thoufand  citizens,  ten  thou- 
fand free  inhabitants  without  the  right  of 
citizenfliip,  [astutco^  and  four  hundred  thou- 
fand flaves  J.    It  is  highly  probable  that  the 

*  Diod.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  609. 

f  Diog.  Laert,  in  vit,  EmpecU       J  Athen.  lib,  vi. 
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rich  and  voluptuous  Agrigentini  had  more 
flaves  than  the  Athenians. 

The  vineyards  of  the  territories  of  Agri- 
gentum  were  large  and  famous  for  their  gene- 
rous produce.  Moll  of  the  country  was 
adorned  with  olive  trees  ;  prodigious  num- 
bers of  which  were  planted  :  for,  as  the  olive 
had  not  then  been  introduced  to  Africa,  th$ 
people  of  Agrigentum  gained  immenfe  wealth 
by  the  fale  of  their  oil  *. 

This  wealth  rendered  them  fo  effeminate 
that,  when  the  city  was  hard  preffed  by  the 
befieging  Carthaginians,  it  was  neceffary  to 
limit  the  voluptuoufnefs  of  their  guards,  on 
watch,  to  a  bolfter,  a  mattrafs,  a  coverlet  of 
hair,  and  two  pillows  +• 

Antifthenes,  a  citizen  of  Agrigentum,  en- 
tertained the  citizens  in  the  ftreets  at  the 
marriage  of  his  daughter.  The  bride  was 
efcorted  by  above  eight  hundred  chariots ; 
and,  not  only  all  the  horfemen  of  the  city, 
but,  thofe  likewife  of  the  neighbouring  towns 
were  invited,  and  did  honour  to  the  caval- 
cade. All  the  altars,  in  the  temples  and  the 
ftreets,  were  fpread  with  wood  ;  and  men 
were  placed,  who  were  provided  with  faggots, 

*  Diod;  lib.  xiii,  vol.  i,  p.  606,  f  Diod.  lib.  xiii. 

and 
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and  piles  of  wood,  and,  when  the  bride  and 
efcort  began  their  proceliion,  the  token  as  ap- 
pointed was  given  by  fire  from  the  fortrefs  ; 
cn  which,  in  an  inftant,  the  piles  on  the  altars 
were  all  kindled,  and  the  city  appeared  to  be 
in  flames 

Seven  years,  before  the  fiege,  Exainetus, 
having  obtained  the  prize  at  the  Olympic 
games,  made  a  folemn  public  entry  into  his 
native  city  ;  in  which  he  pompoufly  difplayed 
himfelf  in  a  chariot,  followed  by  three  hun- 
dred other  chariots,  each  drawn  by  a  pair  of 
white  horfes. 

The  great  naturalift,  philofopher,  and  poet, 
Empedocles,  faid  of  his  fellow  citizens,  "  The 
"  people  of  Agrigentum  feaft  as  if  they  were 
"  to  die  to-morrow  ;  and  build  as  if  they  were 
w  to  live  for  ever  f  J' 

They  were  famous  for  their  hofpitality, 
Empedocles  fays  of  this  city 

Sttvuv  di^oioi  }iifnvts9  HamTYires  aTrsigot. 

A  haven  facred  to  ftrangers,  and  free  from 
malicious  knavery      Gellias  §  was  famous  for 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  f  Diog.  Laert.  in  vit.  Emped. 

t  Died.  lib.  xiii. 

§  In  Athenaeus  he  is  called  Tellias,  probably  by  an 
error  of  the  tranferibcr. 

his 
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his  riches  and  hofpitality.  His  palace  con- 
tained lodgings  for  numerous  guefts ;  and 
flaves  flood  at  his  gates  to  invite  all  ftrangers 
to  enter.  It  happened  one  winter  that  five 
hundred  horfemen  came  from  Gela  to  Agri- 
gentum;  and  Gellias  entertained  them  all, 
and  provided  each  man  with  a  tunic  and  long 
rdbe.  He  had  a  cellar  in  his  houfe,  which 
was  hewn  in  the  rock,  and  in  w*hich  there 
were  three  hundred  veffels  each  of  a  hundred 
meafures.  This  cellar  likewife  contained 
a  huge  painted  ciftern,  wdiich  held  a  thoufand 
meafures,  and  from  which  the  veffels  were 
filled  through  pipes. 

Gellias  was  mean  of  perfon,  but  richly  en- 
dowed in  mind.  Being  once  fent  ambaffador 
to  the  Centuripini^  who  lived  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  iEtna,  when  he  rofe  to  addrefs  the 
affembly,  his  unfeemly  figure  occafioned  an 
inceffant  laughter.  He  requefted  the  people 
however  to  ceafe  their  admiration,  for  that  it 
was  the  cuftom  at  Agrigentum  to  fend  the 
moft  comely  perfons  to  the  moft  famous 
cities,  and  thofe  who  were  infignificant  in 
appearance  to  infignificant  places  % 

Among 

*  This  Gellias  once  invited  a  perfon  of  a  penurious 

and 
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Among  the  tyrants  who  governed  AgrU 
gentum  was  Theron ;  the  fon-in-law  of  the 
great  Gelo,  and  a  confiderable  perfon,  who 
ruled  both  Agrigentum  and  Himera.  His 
ion  Thrafydaeus  was  his  fucceffor ;  but  loft  his 
dominions  by  an  unfortunate  war  with  Hiero 
the  Firft,  tyrant  of  Syracufe,  the  brother  of 
Gelo. 

In  the  third  year  of  the  93d  Olympiad,  the 
year  403  before  Chrift,  and  three  years  after 
the  conqueft  of  Selinus  and  Himera,  the  Car- 
thaginians cherifhed  the  proud  hope  of  fub- 
duing  Sicily  ;  and  appointed  Hannibal,  who 
had  deftroyed  thofe  cities,  once  more  their 
general.  Hannibal  pleaded  his  great  age  ; 
and  Himilco,  the  fon  of  Hanno,  who  was  of 
the  fame  family,  was  appointed  his  col- 
league. They  embarked  with  a  powerful  ar- 
my, and  the  Syracufians  armed,  fent  to  Sparta, 

and  fevere  temper,  who  feared  y  would  allow  his  (laves 
neceflary -reft  by  night  and,  after  dinner,  fent  for  the  chil- 
dren of  his  whole  houfehold,  and  fhared  out  nuts  and 
figs  among  them.  The  mifer  aflced  UgSev  ia  vrcu&ct 
Toaaurai  "  Where  do  all  thefe  children  come  from?" 
Gellias  anfivered,  Tavra  01  k^ot  oucetm  h  w/fi  Kauai  ; 
u  Thefe  are  the  work  of  my  Haves  by  night."  This 
anecdote  is  extracted  by  Weffeling  from  Stobenfis  Florik- 
gtuniy  and  given  as  a  note  to  Diodorus,  vol.  i.  p.  609. 

and 
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and  to  all  the  Greek  towns  in  Italy  for  aid,  and 
by  their  writings  exhorted  their  friends  of  the 
Greek  towns  of  Sicily  to  excite  the  people  to 
combat  for  freedom.  The  people  of  Agri-  , 
gentum,  forefeeing  the  ftorm  would  firft  alight 
on  them,  collected  the  fruits  of  the  fields 
and  the  riches  of  their  country  in  their  city  ** 

No  fooner  had  the  Carthaginian  fleet 
reached  Sicily  than  the  generals  marched 
againft  Agrigentum,  and  formed  two  camps  ; 
one  on  the  heights  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
part  Africans  and  part  Spaniards,  and  another 
near  the  city.  The  latter  fortified  itfelf  faith 
deep  entrenchments,  and  pallifadoes.  Am- 
bafladors  were  then  fent  to  Agrigentum,  in- 
viting them  either  to  take  part  in  the  war 
againft  Syracufe  or  at  leaft  to  remain  neuter  : 
but  thefe  propofitions  were  both  refufed,  and 
the  fiege  began. 

The  people  of  Agrigentum  all  took  arms, 
and  Dexippus,  a  Lacedemonian,  who  had 
lived  fome  time  in  Gela  and  who  was  re- 
fpe&ed  for  being  a  Spartan,  had  lately  arrived 
with  fifteen  hundred  foldiers  at  the  entreaty 
of  Agrigentum,  which  had  likewife  hired 
eight  hundred  of  the  Campanians.  The  Cam- 

*  Diod.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  605, 
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panians  were  ftationed  on  a  hill,  that  wag 
called  the  Athenean,  after  a  temple  dedicated 
to  Minerva  ;  and  the  Carthaginian  generals 
caufed  two  large  towers  to  be  erected  againft 
a  part  of  the  walls.  From  theie  the  walls 
during  feveral  days  were  affaulted  j  nor  did 
the  trumpet  found  the  retreat  till  many  of  the 
Agrigentini  had  been  fiain.  The  next  night 
the  Agrigentini  made  a  fally,  and  burnt  the 
war  machines  of  the  Carthaginians. 

Hannibal  commanded  the  fepulchres  to  be 
deitroyed,  and  a  mount  to  be  raifed  againft 
the  walls,  that  the  town  might  be  afiaulted  on 
feveral  fides  ;  and  the  work  was  foon  com- 
pleted :  but  dreadful  calamities  befel  the  army. 
The  monument  of  T  heron,  which  was  of  a 
prodigious  fize,  was  ftruck  by  lightning,  and 
fearfully  rent.  It  was  therefore  forbidden  by 
the  foothfayers  to  be  touched.  The  peftilence 
likewife  broke  out  among  the  army  :  many 
died,  and  iome  endured  intolerable  pains. 
Hannibal  was  among  the  dead.  The  fenti- 
>nels  of  the  watch  declared  that  they  faw  the 
ghofts  of  the  departed  appear  by  night.  Hi- 
milco,  who  is  occafionaliy  called  Hamilcar,  in 
Diodcrus,  probably  by  an  error  of  the  copyift, 
found  it  neceffary,  in  order  to  encourage  the 

foldiers, 
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foldiers,  again  to  remove  the  fepulchrcs  ;  and, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  his  country,  to 
make  an  expiatory  facrifice  to  the  angry  gods* 
A  boy  was  accordingly  facrificed  to  Saturn ; 
and  many  offerings,  probably  of  oxen  or  of 
horfes,  were  thrown  into  the  fea  as  expiations 
to  Neptune. 

The  Syracufians,  who  feared  that  the  fate 
of  Selinus  and  Himera  might  overtake  AgriU 
gentum,  fent  an  army  under  the  conduct  of 
Daphneus  ;  which  they  ftrengthened  by  their 
allies, of  Italy,  and  of  Meffina.  This  army 
was  met  on  its  march  by  foldiers  from  Ca- 
mar'ina  and  Gela  ;  with  fome  of  the  Sicilians 
of  the  inland  towns :  fo  that  the  whole  army 
confifted  of  thirty-four  thoufand  foot,  and  five 
thoufand  horfe. 

Himilco  fent  Spaniards,  Campanians,  and 
others,  to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand,  to 
oppofe  Daphneus  ;  and  the  Syracufian  army 
had  already  croffed  the  Himera  (that  on  the 
fouth)  when  it  met  the  enemy. 

After  a  hard  fought  field,  the  Syracufians 
were  victorious,  killed  more  than  fix  thoufand 
of  the  Carthaginians,  and  purfued  them  to- 
ward the  city  ;  but  not  without  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  Daphneus,  left,  in  the  heat  and  irregu- 
larity 
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larity  of  purfuit,  they  might  be  enfnared  by 
the  army  that  remained  with  Himilco  :  a  fimi- 
lar  overfight  having  oecafioned  the  lofs  of 
Himera. 

When  the  fugitives  arrived  at  the  camp  of 
Himilco,  the  citizens  of  Agrigentum  entreated 
their  generals  to  profit  by  this  opportunity  ; 
urging  that  this  was  the  time  to  deftroy  the 
power  of  the  enemy  :  but  the  generals  de- 
clined acting,  fome  fay  becaufe  they  were 
bribed,  and  others  that  they  feared  to  leave 
the  city  a  moment,  left  it  mould  be  attacked 
by  Himilco  with  an  army  that  had  not  been 
wearied  with  fighting. 

Meanwhile  the  fugitives  took  refuge  in 
the  camp,  which  was  near  the  city  ;  and  of 
their  former  camp  Daphneus  pofiefTed  himfelf. 
Here  the  people  of  Agrigentum  frequently 
came  to  meet  their  allies,  from  Syracufe  5  and 
once,  when  Dexippus  with  others  were  come 
from  the  city,  the  people  fuddenly  collected 
in  multitudes,  murmured  againft  their  gene- 
rals, and  accufed  them  of  neglecting  to*  kill  the 
many  thoufands  of  the  enemy,  and  of  thus 
deftroy ing  their  whole  power.  Enflamed  by 
Menes,  a  leader  of  the  Camarini,  they  dif- 
dained  to  hear  the  defence  of  their  generals, 

and 
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and  they  were  ftoned.  Argeius,  the  fifth 
in  rank  of  field  generals,  was  the  only  perfon 
fnared  ;  and  that  becaufe  of  his  youth.  Dex- 
ippus,  the  Lacedemonian,  was  even  f  ifpeded 
of  treachery  :  for,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  the  people,  he  mould  have  urged  his  own 
knowledge  of  w ar,  and  have  exerted  the  influ- 
ence he  poffelfed,  in  oppofition  to  the  contrary 
opinion. 

After  this  had  happened,  Daphneus  led  his 
army  againfi;  the  enemy's  camp,  in  the  hope 
of  conquering  it  ;  which  hope  he  was  obliged 
to  renounce,  when  he  perceived  how  ftrongly 
it  was  fortified  ;  and  he  could  only  fend  his 
cavalry  to  harafs  the  Carthaginians,  when 
they  went  on  foraging  parties. 

A  dearth  began  to  be  felt  in  the  city :  but 
the  people  of  Agrigentum  trufled  in  the  ftill 
greater  dearth  in  the  enemy's  camp,  and 
hoped  that  it  would  oblige  Himilco  to  raife 
the  fiege.  The  Carthaginian  general  was 
affailed  in  his  tent,  by  the  mercenaries  ;  par- 
ticularly the  Campanians,  who  clamoured 
loudly,  and  threatened  to  go  over  to  the  ene- 
my :  but  Himilco  had  heard  that  the  Syracu- 
fians  were  fending  corn  by  fea  to  Agrigentum, 
and  requefted  that  the  foldiers  would  be  pa- 

Vol.  III.  L  1  tient 
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tient  only  for  fome  days,  and  he  would  then 
fupply  them  plentifully  ;  and,  as  a  pledge  of 
his  promife,  he  prefented  them  the  cup  of  the 
Carthaginians.  Accordingly,  he  ordered  forty 
galleys  from  Panormus  and  Motya  unexpect- 
edly to  attack  the  Syracufians  ;  who,  proud  of 
their  victory,  and  fuppofing  the  Carthagi- 
nians would  not  have  the  courage  to  appear 
again  on  the  fea,  had  fent  their  tranfports  very 
incautioufly.  Himilco  funk  twelve  of  their 
galleys,  drove  the  reft  on  fhore,  and  feized  on 
their  tranfports. 

This  circumftance  changed  the  whole  fcate 
of  affairs*  The  Campanians,  who  were  in 
the  pay  of  Agrigentum,  for  fifteen  talents- 
went  over  to  the  Carthaginians.  The  people 
of  Agrigentum,  as  the  Carthaginians  forefawy 
had  profufely  confumed  their  provifions ;  and 
now  were  panic-ftruck,  to  find  themfelves 
overtaken  by  famine.  Some  fuppofed  that 
Dexippus  had  fold  himfelf  for  fifteen  talents; 
becaufe  he  had  told  the  generals  of  the  Greeks, 
who  came  from  Italy,  that  provifions  began 
to  fail,  and  that  they  would  do  well  to  employ 
their  arms  in  other  quarters.  But  was  not 
Dexippus  juftified  in  giving  this  counfel  to  the 
foreign  chiefs?    Did  he  not  fpeak  the  truth; 

fince 
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fitice  the  city  fuffered  a  dearth,  though  thefe 
troops  withdrew  ? 

Tl  •  ign  chiefs,  whofe  time  of  fervice 
sdj  forfook  the  city  and  departed  by 
fe  ;  a<vl,  after  their  departure,  the  generals 
an  i  principal  people  of  Agrigentum  endea- 
voured to  obtain  fupplies  :  but  in  vain  ;  they 
therefore  informed  the  inhabitants  of  the  ne-* 
ceflity  of  forfaking  the  city. 

The  following  night  the  people  withdrew, 
weeping  and  wailing  thus  to  leave  their  city, 
and  all  its  wealth,  to  the  Barbarians,  Their 
affliction  was  (till  heightened  by  being  obliged 
to  defert  the  fick,  and  the  aged  ;  who  were 
incapable  of  following  them,  in  their  preci- 
pitate retreat.  Some  preferred  death  to  this 
flight,  and  killed  themfelves. 

The  fugitive  multitude  was  conducted  to 
Gela,  by  the  Syracufian  army.  The  fields 
and  the  roads  were  full  of  women,  children, 
and  young  virgins,  who  had  been  accuftomed 
to  the  delicacies  of  domeftic  life :  yet,  ani- 
mated as  they  were  by  their  fears,  they  fcarcely 
were  fenfible  of  the  difficulties  they  had  to 
encounter.  They  all  fafely  arrived  at  Gela  j 
and  the  Syracufians  afterward  ceded  Leon- 
tiura  to  them,  as  a  place  of  refidence. 

L  1  2  At 


5i6  TRAVELS  OF 

At  break  of  day  *,  Himilco  led  his  army 
into  the  forfaken  city  ;  and  put  moft  of  thofe 
who  had  remained  behind  to  death.  Some, 
who  had  taken  refuge  in  a  temple,  were  drag- 
ged out  and  murdered  by  the  Carthaginians. 
Gellias,  who,  becaufe  of  his  wealth  and  ftiil 
more  becaufe  of  his  generofity,  was  held  in 
great  refpecl:,  expe&ed  to  have  found  fafety 
in  a  temple  of  Minerva :  but,  when  he  per- 
ceived the  rage  of  the  enemy,  he  fet  fire  to 
the  temple,  confumed  himfelf,  and  thus  pre- 
vented the  profanation  of  the  place,  the  en- 
riching of  the  foe,  and  the  difgrace  of  flavery. 

Himilco  plundered  the  temples  and  the 
houfes,  and  obtained  an  enormous  booty. 
This  city,  which  according  to  Diodorus  con- 
tained two  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  and 
had  never  till  then  been  deftroyed,  was  one  of 
the  richeft  of  the  Greek  .cities,  and  in  which 
the  people  indulged  the  height  of  luxury. 
Many  paintings  of  the  greatell  perfection  were 
found  ;  and  many  ftatues  by  the  moft  famous 

*  I  follow  die  reading  of  Tanaquillus  Faber  (Tamiequi 
Le  Fevre,  father  of  die  famous  Madame  Dacier,  an  acute 
commentator  on  the  ancients)  of  the  text  of  Diodorus  ; 
thus  :  apa  ru  Qf&fn;  inftead  of  the  feeble  but  ufual  " reading 
apx  rw  $5c(%,  which  gives  a  vitiated  fenfe  to  the  paffage. 

mailers. 
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matters.  The  principal  of  thefe  were  fent 
to  Carthage,  by  Himilco;  and,  among  others, 
the  famous  bull  of  Phalaris.  The  reft  of  the 
booty  he  fuiTered  to  be  publicly  fold,  T  vo 
hundred  and  fixty  years  afterward,  Scipio,  the. 
conqueror  of  Carthage,  fent  this  brazen  bull, 
and  others  of  the  captured  works  of  art,  back 
to  the  Agrigentini ;  and  the  bull  was  fl.ill  in 
exiftence,  in  the  time  of  Diodorus  *. 

Himilco,  after  a  fiege  of  eight  months, 
having  entered  the  city  of  Agrigentum  a  lit— 

*  Dlod.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p.  609. 

On  this  occafion,  Diodorus  reproaches  the  hiftorian 

Timcvus  for  having  falfely  maintained  that  this  buli  had 
never  been  in  exiftence  ;  and  adduces  as  a  proof  that  it 
was  fent  back  by  Scipio-  Wefleling  cites  a  pa/Tage  from 
a  fcholiail  on  Pindar,  who  fays,  Toy  t2  Qahapocs  rati/gov 
hi  'AfcgctyavTivoi  xaTiirovTuo-otv^  <pw\.  Tiicatioq.  Toy  ya%  kv  t>i 
notei  dewviMsyov  [ay]  la/su  tS  Q>a,'ha.rlit$o$,  HatyaTTBg  w  xc'K'kn  Kar^x£t 
3o|u,  ccxx  eihuv  iri  Vz^uvq;  tS  tot  a  (/.a.  (t  Timseus  fays  the; 
"  Agrigentini  threw  the  bull  of  Phalaris  into  the  fea. 
"  That  which  was  (hewn  as  f*,'ch  in  the  city  was  not,  as 
"  it  had  been  generally  fuppofed  to  be,  the  bull  of  Pha- 
"  laris  but  the  image  of  the  river  Gelds?'  Diodorus 
therefore  appears  not  to  have  confulted  Timaeus  ;  but  to 
have  been  guilty  of  a  flip  of  the  memory.  The  river 
Gelas  was  (lamped  on  the  coins  of  the  Geki  s  which,  like 
many  rivers  among  the  ancients,  was  represented  as  a  bull. 

L  1  3  tie 
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tie  ben-re  the  winter  folftice,  did  not  erafe 
it,  but  quartered  his  army  in  the  houfes. 

When  the  fate  of  Agrigentum  was  known 
through  Sicily,  it  filled  the  ifland  with  fuch 
terror  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Greek  towns  fled  to  Syracufe;  and  others 
fent  their  wives,  children,  and  efFe&s,  to 
Italy. 

Forty  years  after  this  misfortune,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  once  more  inhabited  city  took  part 
with  Dion,  againfl  the  younger  Dionyfms. 

At  the  time  that  Timoleon  had  relieved 
Sicily  from  tyrants,  and  had  reftored  it  to  free- 
dom, profperity,  and  peace,  not  only  many 
of  its  former  citizens  but  other  new  fettlers 
came  over  from  Greece  to  Agrigentum  *.  In 
the  time  of  Agathocles,  the  Agrigentini,  aided 
by  Gela  and  Meflina,  endeavoured  to  free  Sy- 
racufe from  the  yoke  of  that  tyrant ;  and 
fome  years  afterward  contended  for  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  Sicily. 

When  Pyrrhus  went  to  Sicily,  280  years 
before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  Phintias  had  feized 
on  the  government  of  Agrigentum. 

During  the  Punic  wars,  this  city  was  twice 

*  Pint*  Life  of  Timoleon. 

taken 
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taken  by  the  Romans,  and  once  by  the  Car- 
thaginians. In  the  year  825  after  the  birth 
of  Chrift,  it  furrendered  to  the  Saracens ;  and 
in  the  year  920,  when  the  Saracens  of  Sicily 
refifted  the  Saracens  of  Africa,  Agrigentum 
took  a  confpicuous  part  in  this  revolt  *. 

In  the  year  1086,  it  was  conquered  by 
Count  Roger,  the  Norman  f. 

No  where  are  there  fo  many  grand  remains 
of  ancient  Greek  magnificence  to  be  feen  as 
in  Girgenti.  The  mod  ancient  rums  ftaud 
in  the  prefent  Girgenti,  which  occupies  the 
place  where,  long  before  the  founding  of  Agri- 
gentum by  the  Greeks,  Daedalus  built  the  city 
for  Cocolus,  which  was  called  Omphace ; 
though  the  height  on  which  it  flood  wa$  af- 
terward called  Camicus.  At  the  time  that  it 
was  inhabited  by  the  Greeks,  the  citadel  was 
built  here;  and  here  likewife  a  temple  was 
ere&ed  by  the  Agrigentini  to  Zeus,  the  Guar- 
dian of  the  City.  Phalaris,  a  Cretan,  who  fu- 
perintended  the  building,  artfully  made  this 
a  pretext  to  obtain  a  guard  from  the  citizens, 
and  became  their  tyrant.  There  are  no  re- 
mains of  the  colonnade  ;  and  one  of  the  flill 
remaining  walls  of  the  inner  temple  ferves 

#  Lex.  Top.  Sic.  -j-  Fazello. 
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as  a  fupport  to  the  habitation  of  a  poor  fa- 
mily. 

There  is  an  ancient  farccphagus  in  the 
principal  church  ;  containing  baffi  relievi,  that 
reprefent  the  hiftory  of  Hippolytus.  On  one 
fide  the  beautiful  youth  is  feen  going  with  his 
companions,  horfes,  and  hounds.  The  old 
nurfe  of  Phaedra  informs  him  of  the  pallion 
which  his  fieo-mother  has  conceived  for  him. 
The  form  of  Hippolytus  is  full  of  dignity, 
and  beauty.  On  the  oppofite  fide,  the  youth 
is  chafing  the  wild  boar.  The  third  compart- 
ment exhibits  the  moment  when  the  terri- 
fied horfes,  beholding  the  monfter,  overturn 
the  chariot.  The  young  hero  lies  dying  un- 
der the  wheels.  The  fourth  fhews  Phsedra 
finking  inanimate  into  the  arms  of  her  nurfe ; 
after  hearing  the  tale  of  the  death  of  her  be-^ 
loved.  Her  right  arm,  in  which  relaxation 
and  want  of  power  are  inimitably  expreffed, 
is  fupponed  by  a  virgin.  Two  others  endea- 
vour to  recall  the  trembling  queen,  and  reftore 
her  bewildered  fenfes,  by  mufic.  Below  her 
feat  a  Cupid  malicioufly  peeps.  I  have  feen 
no  farcophagus  in  Italy  equally  beautiful,  and 
animated,  in  the  expreffipn. 

The  church  itfelf  is  remarkable  for  its 

acouftic 
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acoufllc  architecture ;  which  mud  not  be 
afcribed  to  intention  in  the  architect,  who 
lived  in  the  eleventh  century,  but  to  accident. 
If  a  man  place  hitnfelf  above  the  altar,  im- 
mediately under  the  arching  of  the  cupola,  he 
will  hear  every  thing  that  is  faid  in  a  whifper 
at  the  entrance  of  the  church  :  though  the  dis- 
tance is  a  hundred  and  fixteen  paces. 

Without  the  prefent  Girgenti,  but  within 
the  circumference  of  the  ancient  city,  there 
are  more  beautiful  remains  of  the  old  Doric 
architecture  exiiting  than  perhaps  in  any  other 
part  of  Sicily,  Italy,  or  Greece. 

A  church  has  been  built  on  the  foundation 
of  a  temple,  which  fome  affirm  was  confe- 
crated  to  Deo,  and  Perfephoneia :  or  Ceres 
and  Proferpine :  but  this  ailertion  is  doubtful. 
We  only  know  that  a  temple  was  built  to 
Proferpine ;  which  we  learn  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  twelfth  Pyrhian  ode  of  Pindar,  oq, 
Midas,  the  victor  in  playing  the  flute, 

$ua  TQV  K0\WOtVy  co  otvot.?- 
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A  fieri  rs<pxvcjfjia  tc£' 

X.  T • 

Mofl  fair  of  cities,  and  moft  fam'd, 
Bleit  feat  of  Proferpine  prochlm'd, 
Built  on  the  banks  of  Acragas, 
Where  young  lambs  crop  the  verdant  grafs, 
Oh  Queen  benign,  receive  the  boon, 
The  Pithyan  crown  by  Midas  won  ; 
And  him  receive,  thy  lov'd  victorious  fon  ! 

On  the  weft  of  the  prefent  town,  higher 
than  the  neighbouring  hills,  is  the  hill  for- 
merly called  the  hill  of  Athene,  or  Minerva: 
ASrevccios  Aopos:  on  which  a  temple  was  de- 
dicated to  this  Goddefs;  the  fame  no  doubt  to 
which  Gellias  fet  fire. 

Of  the  building  which  is  now  called  the 
temple  of  Juno  much  is  preferved.  It  con- 
tains fix  pillars  in  breadth,  and  thirteen  in 
length.  A  ftorm  from  the  north-weft,  in  the 
year  1774,  injured  the  ruins  that  had  refitted 
former  tempefts :  for  which  reafon  the  archi- 
trave, on  one  fide,  has  been  fupported  by  four 
pilafters  between  the  pillars.  One  of  the 
pillars,  like  thofe  of  the  temple  of  Neptune  in 
P^ftum,  has  faifered  by  lightning :  half  of  the 

chapiter 
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chapiter  is  broken  off,  and  lies  on  the  ground. 
This  temple,  having  been  built  on  an  unequal 
rock,  was  unequal  in  its  foundation. 

The  ftru&ure  which  is  called  the  temple 
of  Concord  is  of  moft  extraordinary  beauty. 
It  is  encircled  by  a  colonnade  of  fix  pillars  ia 
breadth,  and  thirteen  in  length  ;  which  arc 
raifed  upon  four  fteps.  Within  this  is  a  tem- 
ple raifed  about  an  ell ;  the  walls  of  which  on 
both  the  longeft  fides  has  fix  open  arches*. 
To  each  of  the  morteft  fides  of  the  temple 
is  a  lefs  and  deeper  antichamber  f ;  which  is 
formed  by  the  projecting  wTall  of  the  temple, 
and  the  colonnade.  Between  the  temple  and 
thefe  antichambers  are  twro  pillars  on  each  fide, 
which,  with  the  fmall  projecting  fquare  pilaf- 
fters  of  the  wall,  fupport  a  frontifpiece.  The 
fhorteft  fides  of  the  colonnade  likewife  have 
their  frontifpieces  :  as  at  the  temple  of  Nep- 
tune in  Pasftum,  and  the  temple  in  Egefta. 
The  whole  architrave  is  in  good  prefervation. 

In  one  corner,  there  is  a  fmall  ftaircafe, 
confifting  of  forty- one  fteps,  in  the  wall ;  to 
the  top  of  which  they  lead.  The  pillars  Hand 

*  Hallen :  called  by  Swinburne  Doors,  T, 
I  Cella;  Swinburne.  T, 

on 
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on  the  uppermoft  Hep,  having  no  other  bafe ; 
after  the  ancient  Doric  manner. 

A  Roman  infcription  has  occafioned  anti- 
quaries to  conclude  that  this  temple  was  dedi- 
cated to  Concord,  and  erected  by  the  Lily- 
btftani :  probably  alter  two  contending  towns 
had  been  reconciled. 

But  what  has  a  Roman  infcription,  the 
authenticity  of  which  is  doubtful,  to  do  with 
the  tern;  le  of  a  Greek  city  :  whofe  noble 
architecture  denotes  an  era  fo  ancient  that  lit- 
tle Rome  was  fcarcely  fo  much  as  mentioned, 
In  mighty  Agrigentum  ? 

Not  far  from  this  temple,  fubterranean  fe- 
pulchres  are  found  in  the  rock ;  moft  of 
which  are  cut  at  right  angles.  One  burial 
■vault  leads  to  another;  and  the  largeft  is 
round,  with  a  walled  conic  arching. 

According  to  Diodorus,  the  pomp  of  the 
Agrigentini  was  not  fufficiently  difplayed  in 
erecting  tombs  to  themfelves :  they  built 
them  even  for  their  war  horfes ;  nay  for 
the  favourite  birds  of  young  women  and 
children  *. 

There  is  a  tradition  concerning  one  of 
thefe  monument: ;  that  which  is  called  the 

*  Died.  lib.  xiii.  v.  i.  p<  607. 
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fepulchre  of  Therpn,  which  Tome  of  the  Agri- 
gen  tiai  *  affirm  was  erected  in  honour  of  the 
horfe  of  Phalaris.  In  my  opinion,  it  is  not 
ib  ancient ;  for  it  is  embeiliihed  with  Ionic 
pillars,  and  it  certainly  is  not  the  fepulchre  of 
Theron  :  for  it  is  not  fufficiently  magnificent, 
nor  are  any  of  the  traces  of  the  lightning  dis- 
covered by  which  it  was  mattered  at  the 
time  that  the  Carthaginians  befieged  the  city. 

The  temple,  which  is  not  improperly  called 
that  of  Hercules,  confifts  of  a  pile  of  (tones 
and  was  exceedingly  large.  The  pillars  that 
are  thrown  down  are  fo  defaced  that,  on  a 
firft  view,  they  in  many  parts  appear  as  if 
they  were  but  half  finifhed :  did  not  the  pil- 
lars that  are  ftanding  bear  deeper  marks  of 
the  defolating  hand  of  time, 

Cicero,  in  one  of  his  orations  againft  Verres, 
tells  us  that  this  fhamelefs  prsetor  intended  to 
have  ftolen  the  image  of  Hercules  by  night: 
but  that  the  profanation  was  prevented,  by 
the  affembling  of  the  citizens.  He  fays  he 
had  fcarcely  feen  any  thing  more  beautiful 
than  this  Hercules :  quo  non  facile  quldquam 
dixerim  me  vidijfe  pulcbrius. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  huge 

*  I  fuppofe  the  people  of  Girgenti  are  meant.  T. 
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pile,  which  lies  immediately  before  the  laft 
mentioned  temple,  is  juftly  called  the  tem- 
ple of  the  Olympic  Jupiter :  the  magnitude 
of  its  ruins  makes  it  not  to  be  miftaken. 
This  temple  was  begun  before  the  fiege,  and 
almoft  completed  *. 

In  the  time  of  Diodcrus,  it  continued  in 
the  ftate  that  it  was  when  the  Carthaginians 
took  the  city.  The  Agrigentini,  in  the  courfe 
of  four  hundred  years,  had  not  fufficiently  re- 
covered their  misfortunes  to  complete  the 
building. 

According  to  the  teftimony  of  Diodorus, 
it  was  340  feet  in  length,  60  in  breadth,  and 
a  hundred  and  twenty  in  height  above  the 
ground:  Ty  fcgn^w/AaTos :  the  larger! 

temple  in  Sicily,  and  equal  to  the  largeft  in 

*  Diod.  ib.  We  learn  from  Polybius,  in  the  ninth 
book,  that  it  remained  incomplete.  Kai  b  m  '0>.y/^ns  vsofi 
euvTttetav  fj.iv  a*  tiM(p£.  Kara  3e  mv  s7T$oMv>  k<xi  to  fxsyBBog, 
i£T  QTroix  vv  tov  HaTcc  ty]v  cEM«3a  ^ohu  MtTrscrBat.  H  This 
M  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  was  actually  not  com- 
"  pleted :  but  it  appears  that,  in  plan  and  magnitude,  it 
u  was  inferior  to  no  temple  in  Greece."  It  is  evident 
from  the  context  that  we  mould  read  awTetetav,  and  not 
ko*ut£\uciv,  as  was  perceived  by  Cluverius,  and  Wefleling ; 
who  cites  this  pafTage  in  his  edition  of  Diodorus.  Not 
to  mention  that  the  exprefiioh  TrcXurEXtiav  ka  sfryps  is  not  in 
my  opinion  the  idiom  of  the  Greek. 

7  Greece. 
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Greece.  The  pillars  proje&ed  a  little  more 
than  half  out  of  the  wall ;  for  their  outward 
round  circumference  amounted  to  twenty  feet, 
and  only  to  twelve  on  the  inner  flat  fide. 
The  flutings  of  the  pillars  were  fo  capacious 
that  one  of  thefe  flutings  would  contain  the 
body  of  a  man.  Either  I  was  miftaken,  or  in 
the  outward  round  circumference  of  one  of  the 
thrown  down  pillars,  I  counted  eleven  or 
twelve  fuch  flutings ;  each  of  which  was  actu- 
ally wide  enough  to  admit  the  body  of  a 
man. 

The  portico  was  of  a  prodigious  fize.  On 
the  eaft  fide  of  this  portico  there  was  a  baflo 
relievo,  of  extraordinary  workmanfhip,  re- 
prefenting  the  giants'  war ;  and  on  the  weft 
the  taking  of  Troy  *. 

The  laft  remaining  fedion  of  thefe  ruins, 
which  was  fupported  by  three  coloifal  ftatues 
and  three  pillars,  was  thrown  down  in  the 
year  1401.  The  ruins  are  called  by  the 
country  people,  //  tempio  de  i  giganti.  The 
temple  of  the  giants  f . 

A  fragment  of  a  pillar,  which  is  not  bu- 
ried under  the  other  ruins,  but  is  acceflible, 
proves  the  truth  of  what  Diodorus  has  faid 

*  Diod,  f  Fazellg. 

Of 
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of  the  pillars :  a  man  may  lie  down  in  tfctf 
fluting.  Riedefel,  an  accurate  obferver  and 
learned  antiquary,  is  of  opinion  that,  though 
the  account  of  Diodorus  is  very  perfect  and 
juft,  yet,  in  what  relates  to  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  temple,  there  is  an  error  of  the 
tranfcriber.  Riedefel  fuppofes  the  probable 
height  of  the  temple,  when  it  was  {landing, 
to  be  a  hundred  and  fifty  palms  :  that  is,  about 
a  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  He  found  the 
circumference  of  the  pillars  to  be  forty-two 
palms  :  or  thirty-four  feet  ipieds  de  rou  How- 
ever, as  it  is  difficult  to  judge  of  the  length 
and  breadth  from  thefe  ruins,  the  ftatement 
of  Diodorus  might  be  accurate  in  all  refpe&s. 

Captain  Colfon  meafured  a  triglyph,  which 
was  nine  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  five  feet 
four  inches  broad  ;  and  this  fingle  circum- 
ftance  will  be  fufficient  to  afford  you  fome 
idea  of  the  aftonifhing  magnitude  of  the 
whole. 

I  am  allured  that  this  temple,  as  well  as  that 
of  Selinus,  was  reduced  to  a  pile  of  ftoncs  by 
a  dreadful  earthquake  :  or  probably  by  feveral. 
The  deftrucTiive  hand  of  man  demoliihes  in  a 
heap  :  the  powerful  arm  of  nature  alone  could 
hurl  thefe  ^cumbrous  mafles  in  this  intermin- 
gled 
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gled  confufion.  Ever  youthful,  ever  victo- 
rious, fhe  fmiles  beneath  the  ruins  of  proud 
but  comparatively  impotent  art.  Among 
thefe  piles  earth  fends  forth  a  verdant  grove  of 
fig  and  almond  trees.  The  firft  piftachio  tree 
I  faw  was  in  the  temple  of  the  Olympian 
Zeus ;  and  was  at  once  covered  with  bloom 
and  with  numerous  red  nuts,  that  were  but  juft 
appearing. 

Between  two  remains  of  temples,  one  of 
which  took  the  name  of  Caftor  and  Pollux 
and  the  other  of  Vulcan,  each  of  them  ap- 
pearing to  have  been  equal  in  magnitude  and 
architecture  to  what  is  called  the  temple  of 
Concord,  the  bed  of  the  fiih-pond  is  evidently 
perceptible  which  Diodorus  has  thusdefcribed. 

"  Near  this  temple"  (of  the  Olympian  Zeus) 
"  there  was  a  pond  funk  of  feven  Jladia  in 
"  circumference,  and  twenty  cubits  deep  ;  in 
"  which  nfh  of  various  kinds  were  kept  for 
"  public  feftivals,  with  fwans,  and  other  birds, 
"  for  the  pleafure  of  the  inhabitants 

This  place  is  very  pleafant  under  its  prefent 
change  of  form.  The  pool  communicated 
with  the  river  Drago^  the  Acragas  of  the  an- 
cients ;  and,  the  bed  of  the  pool  being  dry,  its 

*  Died.  lib.  xi.  v.  i.  p.  423. 
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fhady  hollow  is  covered  with  a  large  and 
lovely  garden. 

Vaft  remains  are  feen  from  the  walls ;  and 
nature  herfelf  prefents  her  high  rocky  back, 
of  which  architecture  might  eafily  have  taken 
advantage.  In  thefe  rocks  various  fepulchres 
have  been  hewn ;  and  probably  for  the  war- 
riors who  had  fallen  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try, and  from  whofe  departed  fpirits  aid  was 
expected.  No  wonder  that  the  Carthagi- 
nians were  ftruck  with  terror,  when,  after 
having  deftroyed  thefe  fepulchres,  they  ima- 
gined they  beheld  the  wandering  ihades  of 
the  dead. 

We  likewife  faw  the  ruins  of  a  bridge  over 
the  river ;  and  two  circular  apertures  near  the 
prefent  town,  which  denote  great  cavities  in 
the  earth,  and  are  probably  the  remains  of 
fubterranean  aqueducts  :  as  fuppofed  by  Dio- 
dorus.  After  the  victory  of  Gelo  over  the 
Carthaginians,  they  were  conftructed  under 
the  direction  of  one  Pbteax ;  and,  becaufe  of 
their  excellence,  in  honour  of  him  were  called 
Phteacian  *. 

During  the  interval  between  the  victory  of 
Gelo,  497  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift, 

*  Diod.  lib.  xi.  v.  i.  p.  423. 
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and  the  deftru<ft.ion  of  Agrigentum,  406  years 
before  Chriit,  the  greateft  temples  in  Sicily,  at 
the  ruins  of  which  we  are  now  amazed,  were 
probably  built. 

The  Carthaginian  prifoners  were  divided 
by  Gelo  ;  and  each  of  the  friendly  cities  had 
a  number,  equal  to  the  number  of  their  citi- 
zens that  ferved  in  the  war.  By  this  divifion, 
Agrigentum  obtained  many ;  and  the  more 
becaufe,  after  the  battle,  many  of  the  fugi- 
tives had  been  feized  on  the  Agrigentine  ter- 
ritories. Several  of  the  citizens  of  Agrigen- 
tum had  five  hundred  Carthaginians  ;  and 
thefe,  according  to  Diodorus,  were  mod  of 
them  employed  in  public  works  :  efpecially 
in  hewing  of  ftone,  part  of  which  was  ufed  to 
build  their  great  temple,  and  part  for  the  fub- 
terranean  aqueducts. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  temples  in  Se- 
linus  and  Egefta  were  undertaken  with  emu- 
lous magnificence ;  and  I  believe  that,  like 
the  temple  of  the  Olympian  Zeus  in  Agri- 
gentum, they  were  not  completed.  The  Se- 
lin untii  could  not  have  partaken  of  the  flaves 
of  Gelo;  for  they  were  the  allies  of  the  Car- 
thaginians. 

The  afpecT;  of  Agrigentum  muft  have  been 
M  m  2  grand  : 
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grand  :  for  it  was  built  upon  five  hills.  The 
prefent  Girgenti  ftands  on  a  hill,  and  enjoys- 
a  very  pure  air.  The  valley  extends  between 
thefe  heights  and  the  fea  fhore ;  and  is  di- 
vided into  fertile  corn  fields,  vineyards,  and 
orchards  of  olive,  almond,  mulberry,  St. 
John's  bread,  fig,  and  pomegranate,  trees. 
Thefe  fruits  are  all  excellent  in  their  kind : 
nor  can  I  forget  the  pleafure  I  received  under 
a  mulberry  tree  of  extraordinary  fize  ;  that, 
while  we  wrere  overcome  by  the  great  heats 
wre  had  endured,  in  going  from  ruin  to  ruin, 
fometimes  riding  and  fometimes  wTalking,  re- 
frefhed  us  with  its  paradifaical  fruit. 

The  almond  tree  is  likewife  here  very 
large  ;  and  the  unripe  almonds  are  now  eaten, 
and  appear  to  me  much  better  tafted  than 
when  ripe :  befide  which  they  are  held  to  be 
very  healthy.  Olive  trees  and  prolific  corn 
fields  every  where  delight  the  eye. 

The  Dragon  or  ancient  Ac?~agas^  coming 
from  the  north,  flows  round  the  town;  four 
Italian  miles  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  it  emp- 
ties itfelf  into  the  fea  *.    It  is  joined  by  the 

brook 

*  I  think  I  may  venture  to  aflirm  that  Cluverius  is 
miftaken,  when  he  calls  the  Fiume  di  Naro  the  Acragas. 

The 
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brook  Ruccllo,  between  the  fea  and  the  city ; 
and  this  brook,  with  the  Acragas,  made  the 
ancient  city  a  peninfula. 

The  river  Naro,  formerly  called  the  Hyp/as, 
runs  on  the  eaft  ;  at  the  diftance  of  three  Ita- 
lian miles.  But  this  is  not  the  beautiful,  abun- 
dant, and  fhady  Hyp/as y  which  is  now  called 
the  Bclici)  and  which  wanders  not  far  from 
the  ruins  of  Selinus. 

The 

The  paOage  which  he  cites,  from  Polybius,  appears  to 
favour  my  opinion  :  for  Polybius  fays — "  The  Jcragas 
ran  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city  :  but  that  fide  which  is 
oppofite  to  the  fetting  fun  and  the  wind  called  libs  is  wa- 
tered by  the  river  Hypfas"  *Pf  j  yag  duiy\  napa  uev  t«v  voriov 
vrXsupav  0  cruvcow/xog  m  ttqXei,  Tragoc  5e  ttjv  £7Ti  tcz$  <Wn;  ksci 
tov  Kifix  TETgiXfi/jcevYiv  b  7rpoj<zyo§EJOfi£vo$  'T-^a;  *.  The  Acra- 
gas winds  round  the  ancient  city  on  the  right ;  and  how 
could  the  inhabitants  have  named  their  city  after  a  diftant 
river,  inflead  of  the  river  that  bathed  its  walls  ?  All 
traces  of  Agrigentum  are  loft  long  before  you  come  to 
the  Naro.  Speaking  of  the  founding  of  the  city,  Pindar 
fays  : 

JJorxux,  'LiKEhiag  t'  kjav 
H.  T.  A, 

"  After  great  affliction  and  many  toils,  they  obtained 
"  the  facred  dwelling  of  the  ftream  j  and  were  the  eye  of 
*  Pokb.  ix.  21. 

M  m  3  «  Sicily." 
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The  prefent  little  Girgenti,  feen  at  a  dis- 
tance, promifes  much  ;  for  it  is  built  on. a 
high  broad  rock,  and  appears  larger  than  it 
is.  The  grand  afpecl:  of  the  ancient  Agrigen- 
tum,  as  feen  from  the  fea,  is  alluded  to  in  the 
following  paflage  : 

Arc[uits  hide  A  era  gas  oft  ei  it  at  maxima  lo?ige 

Jl  fcenia,  magnan'imum  quondam  generator  equortnn.  , 

ViR.  JEn*  in.  703. 

Then  Agragas  with  lofty  fummits  crown'c! ; 
Long  for  the  race  of  warlike  fteeds  renown'd. 

Dryden,  v.  924. 

If  I  may  judge  from  the  only  perfon  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted  at  this  place,  the  in- 
habitants of  Girgenti  ftill  preferve  the  virtue 

"  Sicily*.''  I  do  not  think,  as  fome  have  explained  this 
paffage,  that,  by  the  word  eye,  Pindar  alluded  to  the 
watchfulnefs  of  Agrigentum  :  but  rather  to  the  beauty  of 
this  city,  and  of  Syracufe  ;  which  cities  were  equally  the 
eye  of  Sicily.  With  refpect  to  the  Drago,  Fazello,  Amico, 
and  other  Sicilians,  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  ancient 
Acragas ! 
*  Weft  tranflates 

A  race  long  exercifed  in  woes ; 
Ere,  frhiling  o'er  her  kindred  flood, 
The  manfion  of  their  wifti'd  repofe, 

Their  facred  city  flood  : 
And  through  amaz'd  Sicilia  fhone 
The  lultre  of  their  fair  renown.  T. 

of 
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of  hofpitality.  The  Canon  Spoto  over-  • 
whelmed  us  with  civilities  of  every  kind,  fup- 
pKed  us  with  his  own  furniture  at  our  inn, 
and  covered  our  table  with  his  hofpitable 
prefents.  On  our  account,  he  deferred  a 
journey  which  he  intended  to  take,  and  is  now 
employed  in  writing  us  letters  of  recommen- 
dation. Hofpitality  is  a  virtue  common  to 
all  the  Italians  and  Sicilians,  who  anticipate 
the  wants  of  ftrangers :  but  few*  of  them  fo 
well  underftand  as  the  Canon  Spoto  that  re- 
pofe,  unreftraint,  and  the  free  difpofal  of  their 
own  time,  are  among  the  preiling  neceffities 
of  certain  travellers. 

He  poffeffes  a  valuable  collection  of  Greek 
vafes,  which  have  been  found  in  the  fepul- 
chres  of  the  ancient  city. 

He  likewife  {hewed  us  the  handfome  build- 
ing, the  refpeclable  library,  and  a  fine  col- 
lection of  ancient  coins  :  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  the  ferninary  by  Count  Luchefe. 

I  met  with  the  ferula,  or  fennel  giant :  a 
plant  which  bears  an  urnbellated  flower,  or 
tuft.  The  Greeks  called  it  vao^P.  It  attains 
the  height  of  a  man,  greatly  refembles  the 
fennel,  which  here  grows  equally  high,  and 
the  ftalk  is  hollow  and  filled  with  a  kind  of 

pith, 
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pith,  that  kindles  like  a  match,  and  long  con- 
tinues to  glimmer.  Hence  the  ancients 
feigned  that  Prometheus  brought  fire  from 
heaven  in  the  ftalk  of  this  plant.  Hefiod  fays 
Zeus  had  concealed  the  fire  :  but  that  the  fon 
of  japetus  ftole  it,  for  the  ufe  of  men,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  Zeus,  by  putting  it  into 
a  hollow  ftalk  of  this  plant. 

KflA^E  OE  7TUg.      To  /XEV  <XU§1$  Eog  fTtXi;  loiTTETOlO 

'Exte^'  dvSfUTroicri  Aiog  Traqa  /ayiticevtqs 
'Ev  kOiXco  vaftwi,  XaSuv  Aid  7E^7Tihe^ocvvov- 

But  from  Prometheus  'twas  conceal'd  in  vain, 
Which  for  the  ufe  of  man  he  ftole  again, 
And,  artful  in  his  fraud,  brought  from  above, 
Clos'd  in  a  hollow  cane,  deceiving  Jove. 

Cooke's  Hefiod,  b.  i.  1.  73 . 

In  iEfchylus,  Prometheus,  when  chained 
upon  the  rock,  exclaims 

ITviy>]V  xkQTraiav,  n  SiJaorcaAoj  izyjw; 
Haw;  fyoTOts  tteQyivs,  xai  psyag  Tropog ; 
Toiuvds  Troivag  d^TT^ccxyifjLarav  vivco, 
•Tsrai^wj  foo-fAoiai  TroarcraXzuTog  av. 

Hid  in  a  hollow  cane  the  fount  of  fire 
I  privately  convey'd,  of  every  art 
Productive  and  the  noble  ft  gift  to  men. 
And  for  this  flight  offence  woe,  woe  is  me ! 
I  bear  thefe  chains,  fix'd  to  this  favage  rock, 
Unfhelter'd  from  th*  inclemencies  of  th'  air. 

Potter,  Prometheus  Chained. 
7  The 
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The  Bacchantes  in  Euripides  thus  fing  : 

Hug  (rutin  (pxoya  tteuxxs, 
'Ex  vaftwog  aiaaei 

3lotx>ai$  t  dvccirocKKuv, 

TfOQSQW  TTKOKafMOV  El$  dt§Ega  (jlTTTUV* 

But  Bacchus,  waving  in  his  hand 

The  torch  that  from  his  hallow'd  wand 

Flames  high,  his  roving  Bacchcs  leads ; 

And,  fhouting  as  he  nimbly  treads, 

Flings  to  the  wanton  wind  his  dreaming  hair. 

Potter,  v.  153. 
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